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CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Thanks are given to the following for their contributions towards the 
illustration of this volume : — 

Allan, ThoB., the late, block of card of membership of Corinthian] Society, 
p. 132 

Antiquaries of Loudon, the Society of, loan of cut of Hexham lamp, p. 48 
Antiquary y the editor of, loan of blocks of Hartlepool j?rave covers, pp. 20, 

21 ; of St. Andrew's Auckland stoup, p. 22, and of Loki bound at 

Warden church, p. 61 
Bennett, Rev. Joseph, photograj)h of Hart church, p. 177 
Boolds, H. J., drawing of effigy, Morpeth church, p. 251 
Cla^^ton, N. G., loan of blocks of Chesters intaglio, p. 205 
Cresswell, C. G. Baker, ^photograph and block of pyx cloth at Hesset church, 

p. 93 

Dixon, William, drawing of iron dirk, p. 2 
Hodgson, Rev. J. F., drawing of stem of Witton palpit, p. 203 
Hodgson, J.^ G., loan of woodcuts of Hartbum church, p. 214 — of Mitford 
church, p. 257 

Holmes, Sheriton, drawings of Boldon church piscina, p. 54 — Sections of 

Vallum, 58 — Arch in * Fox and Lamb,* p. 96— of * creeing trough,' p. 

172 — of toasting cranks and rushlight holder, p. 220— of Witton-le- 

Wear school, p. 237 
Illustrated Archaeologist^ Editor of, loan of block, p. 186 
Knowles, W. H., drawing, p. 10 — loan of blocks, p. 11 — of Athol chantry, 

St. Andrew's, Newcastle, Ac, pp. 169, 170, 171 
Long, Rev. H. F., loan of blocks of Bamburgh church, facing p. 190 
Mitford, Lieut. Col., photograph of Mitford chiurch, p. 259 
Newcastle Weekly Chronicle y Editor of, loan of blocks of Bamburgh, pp. 189, 

194, 195 — ot Clavering's cross and cross at Netherwitton, pp. 208 and 

212— of Alexander Kelty's token, p. 262 
Northumberland County History Committee, plan of Bamburgh church, 

p. Ill 

Pybus, Rev. G., photograph of John Dagnia's house at Cleadon, p. 229 
Reynolds, Rev. G. W., photographs of Hart font, Elwick Hall church bench 

ends, and pre-Conquest sculptured stones, and loan of woodcut and 

plan of Elwick Hall church, pp. 177-179 
Spence, C. J., drawing of ring dial, p. 71 — photograph of Ancient British 

urns, p. 221 — ^photographs, drawings and blocks of Roman objects from 

Aesica, p. 240 et seq.. 
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Abbs, G. C, of OleadoD, 165 

Abraxas Ood, The, on ring from Aetica^ 241— Rev. 0. W. King, on like 
deTices, 241n 

Acton : Arms of (?), 241— Laurence, 279— William, 273, 279 

Acton Bnmell, The Smjfthes of, 144 

Adam, Temptation of, carying representing, 215 

Adamson, Bey. G. E., on descent of manor of Haltwhistle, 20— on Haltwhistle 
church, 34 — notes relating to franchise of Tyndale, 62 — on- John Dagnia, 
163— on ancient vestries, 172— on monastic institationsin Northumberland 
and Durham, 264, 268-276 

Adamson, Bev. E. H., obituary notice of the late Alderman Call, 96 

Adamson, John, letter of, relating to his continental, tour, 134 

Adderston hall, 199 

Addison family, 88— Francis, high sheriif, 88 — ^patron of Ovingham Ohnroh, 88 
Adrian lY., papal bull of, exhibited, 42 

Advertisement columns of old Newcastle newspapers, 92, 98, 107 
ADVocisi, Bomau potter's name, 146 

Aexicaj objects discovered at, exhibited, 222, 262, 266— /I6u2a«, <fec., discovered 
at, 241 — bronze figure of Mercury from, 243 — scale armour from, 248 — 
inscriptions, coins, <&c., from, 243 — Mr. Hodgkin on, 222, 248 

Aidan, St., 269 

Alabama, antiquities from, 185 

Albeney the 3rd., William de, 85 

ALBiMi OF, potter's name from Aesica^ 222 

Alcmuud, St., 196 

Alcock, Giles, 116 

Alder, Catharine, 112 

Aldhune built church at Durham, 269 

Alemouth, charge against Peter de, for stealing chalices of church at, 218 
Alemuth, Walter de, 34 

Alexander 111., king of Scotland, coins of, 102 — ^YI., pope, 282 
Allan, Thos., on the Newcastle Corinthian Society, 181 
Allgoods of Nunwick, 64 

Alnwick, 228, 278— Tate's, 270— books printed at, 130— Abbey, 268— premona- 

trateusians at, 272 — castle, Roman altar from Habitaneum at, 56 
Alston, 114, 116. 

Altar slabs, original, at Hart church, 176 

Amble, Ancient British urns found near, 32, 72 — Hope House at, 128 
Amphorae handles, 146 
Anabaptists, 238 

Ancient British, see British, Ancient 

* Ancient farms of Northumberland,' Earl Percy on the, 206 
Ancient Vestries, the Bev. C. E. Adamson on, 172 
Anderson, Balph, Ann, 164 — Bichard, 124 

Anderson's pills, 107 

* Anelace,' an, presented, 147 
Annual reports of coimcil, 3, 135 
Annultu Astronomicus, 70 
Anti-Gallican, the, 120n 
Antiphonary, A 12th century, exhibited, 43 
Antiquities at Beaconsfield near Gateshead, 50 
Antiquary, quoted, 193n 

Antonine Wall, three drawings of places on, presented, 58 
Antoninus Pius, 2nd brass coin of, found near Morpeth, 252 
Antony, Mark, denarius of, discovered at Aesiea, 223 
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Appleby election, 120 

AppianuB, Cosmographia^ 70 

ApprenticeB, Bnn-away, 124 

Archaeologia Aeliana^ quoted, 56, 64u, 271 

Archaeologist^ The Illustrated^ see Illustrated ArcJiaeologist 

Archaeology, the Germans and classical, 273 

Archdeacons, seals of, 218— W. H. St. John Hope on, 218— Revds. J. T. Fowler 

and W. Greenwell on, 218 
Archer, Mark, elected, 77 
Architectt The, carious article in, 278 
Ardnmcknish bay, vitrified fort on, 78 

Arms of Acton, 241 — Barnes of Durham, 241 — Davison, 76 — Jones of 
Oxfordshire, 155 — Lumley, 155 — Mitford, 255 — Morton, bishop of Durham, 
35— Neville, bishop of Durham, 22— Naylor, 83— Thornton, 212— 
impaling Ratcliffe, 209 

Armstrong, John, of Grookham, married Dorothy Forster, 199 

Arnside, Westmoreland, flail in use at, 82 

Arras, William, 127 

Astronomical tracts, presented, 69 

Athelstan besieged Bamborough castle, 196 

Athenaeum, the, quoted, 57n 

Athol, Aymer de, 169 

Auckland, Bishop, penny of Henry III. discovered near, 13 — Bishop Pilkington 
and bells of, 218 — Bishop Bek appropriated church of Morpeth to his 
chapel at, 253 — Thomas Hebbeden, dean of, 232 

Auckland St. Andrew's, holy water stoup at, 21 — collegiate, 276 

Augustinians, The, 193, 194, 268, etseq. 

Augastinian Order, The, 271 

Aumbries, Bamborough church, 194 — Blanchland church, 39 — Hamsterley 

church, 235 
Aurelia Seneeitay 263 
Austin friars, 272, etseq. 

Autograph letters, <&c., a large collection of, presented, 130 
AVAV8, on an amphora handle, 146, 247 
Avison, Charles, 111. 

Avon Dassett church, Warwickshire, efflgy in, 218 



Bacon family, of Newton Cap, 199 
Baddeley, Mr., at Durham, letter to, 83 
Bagpipes presented, 94 

Bagnall-Oakeley, Mrs., on eflSgy in Warkworth church, 152 

Baillie, John, 125 

Bailliol, Hugh de, 67 

Bakers of Elemore hall, 115 

Balista stones from the river Tyne, 52, 155 

Bamborough, 228, 238, 268— Flight of men of, at Flodden, 18— country 
meeting at, 187 — * The friars' garden,' 187— St. Aidan's church at, 188 — 
earliest church of wood, 188 — present church distorted, 190 — dimensions 
of, 190—* the prior's pillar,' 192 — farm at Fowberry granted for support of 
chantry priest, 192 — crvpt under chancel, 193 — dial in, 193 — burial place 
of Forster family, 193— Dorothy Forster, 193—* lowside ' windows, 193— 
effigy in, 193 — aumbries and piscinae, 194 — tomb of Grace Darling in 
churchyard, 187 

Bamborough castle, 194, 238 — Edmund's well at, 194 — styca of Eanred dis- 
covered at, 227—' Val de Typping,' 196— Henry VI. at, 196— besieged by 
Panda of Mercia, 196— by Athelstan, 196^by Danes, 196-^y William 
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Bnfas, 196— erected Malvoiiin, 196 — David of Scotland jeered at from 

walls of, 196 — * Daisy's tower/ 196— defended by Qaeen Philippa, 196— 
Hotspur, constable of, 196 — taken by Sir R. Gray, 196 — allowed to go to 
ruin by Sir John Forster, 196 — purchased by Lord Crewe, 197 — €. J. 
Ferguson on, 197— King's hall, 197 

Bamborough * a cell to S. Oswald,* 248— Angnstinian canonB at, 271 

Bamborongh, Thomas of, priest of Embleton, 192 

* Bamborowshire,' 278 

Bank notes, circulation of, 126 

Banks, Banking, and Bankers, 202 

Banking in the north of England, 160 

Baptists, endowed chapel of, 238 

Barber, Joseph, 123 

Barbers and Hairdressers, 126 

Barnard Castle church, 117— collegiate, 276 

Barnes of Durham, arms of, 241 

Barnes, Dorothy, 236— John, 125— J. W.. death of, 80— Mango, of Nether- 

witton, 216— Mrs., of Whitburn, donations to museum, 241 
Baron, Capt., 65 
Barras, Mrs., 113 

Barrow, an old, from pit workin«CR. 20, 27 — wheel of, presented, 26 
Bartholomew's, St., Newcastle, 270 

Bates, C. J., * On Flodden Field,' 13, 15 — on vallum sections at Heddou-on-the- 
Wall, 46 — note on a forgotten reference to Roman mile castles, 144 — on 
Bamborough castle, 194 — on the Roman topography of the North of 
England, 227 

Bates, Stuart Frederick, elected, 147 

Bateson, E., on parish registers, 160 

Battledores, &c., exhibited, 130 

Baumgartucr, John Richard, elected, 9 

Bay bridge, ancient road crossing Derwent at, 38 

' Beacohsfield,' near Gateshead, 50 — antiquities at, 50 — ^presented, 155, 172 
Beadnel, 114 

Beckingham, J. H., elected, 261 
Bede, life of St. Cuthbert, 6 

Belassis monument, Stranton clmrch, 184 * 

Bell, M. Howard, elected, 201 

Bell, Percival. 174, 175, 176— Jane, 174, 175, 176 

Bell and Brown, 124 

Bells, church, Elwick hall, 180— Embleton, 6— Hart, 176— Mitford, 255— 

Morpeth, 251— Stranton, 184 
Benedict, St., rule of, 272 
Benedictine monks, 268, et seq. — ^nuns, 270 
Benson's form, 122 

Bentham, J. W., presentation of tablet to museum, 10 — elected member, 29 
Benton Long, 118 — colliery. East, 118 

Ben well, 115, 117 — objects of Roman date found at, 72—sacellum at, building 

on German Wall like, 79 
Beregonium, Pictish Titrified fort or dun, 78 
Berkly, Mr., curate of Witton, 236 
Bemicians, religion amongst the, 269 
Berthold of Calabria, founder of White Friars, 270 
Bertram, Roger de, 256 — William, second baron of Mitford, 271 
Berwick, 228, 238, 268, 278, 279— William Orde, M.P., for, 199 
Berwick on the hill, 234 

Berwickshire Naturalists' Club, Proceedings of, referred to, 2n 
Besson, Peter, 108 
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Beverley, William de, archdeacon of NortbmuberlaDd, 218 

Bewcastle, 234 — pre-Conquest cross, photograph of, presented, 41 — alleged 

damage to. Rev. W. Greenwell on, 41 — Chancellor Ferguson on, 54 — Runic 

inscription at Hazel Gill near, W. L. Charlton on, 263 
Bewicks of Bewick, 258 

Bewick, John, parish clerk of Mitford, 258— Thomas, tomb of, 88 — woodcuts 

by, 109, 122 
Biddenden maids. The, Maberly Phillips on, 157 

Bigge, Edward, archdeacon of Lindisfarne, seal of, 218 — Thomas Charles, 88 — 

William of Little Benton, 88 
Bigod, Sir Ralph, 175 
BilUngham, Thomas, 236 
Biography and Genealogy, local, 123 
Bion, Mathematical Instruments^ 70 
Birch, Robert, 125 

Biscop, Benedict, founded Wearmouth and Jarrow, 269 

Bistop bank, 122 

Black Book of Hexham, 271 

Black Cock hall, 118 

Black Gttkte museum. Rev. W. Greenwell on, 4 — theft of objects from, 4 
Blacketts, the, 236 — in Hamsterley church register, 236 
Blackett, Charles, of Hoppyland, 237— Sir Walter, 117— John and others, 229 
Blacklaw, Margaret, 114n — Ralph, 114n 

Blair, Ernest, on Scottish and other coins found at South Shields, 102 
Blair, R., priesents flint pistols, Ac, 12 — poacher's gun, 19 — Corinium, 25 
Blake, Francis, of Twizell castle, 85 

Blanchland, 248, 268— country meeting at, 26, 37 — in parish of Bywell St. 

Andrew's, 37 — monastery founded by Walter de Bolbeck, 37 — Rev. W. 

Featherstonhaugh on, 37, 38 — commissioners of Henry VIII. and, 37 — 

medieval grave slabs, 39 — piscina and aumbry, 39 — premonstratensians 

at, 272 — and Slaley, Rev. A. Johnson on, 74 
Bland; 114 — John, master of Mary Magdalene hospital, Newcastle, 258 
Blenkaras, 110 

Blundevillt Master^ his Exercises^ 70 

Boars' tusks found in Castle Garth, Newcastle, 92 

Bolam, R. G., on * sickle & hook,' 95 

Boldon church, piscina from, presented, 54 — the parish and church of, 67 — 

Rev. J. F. Hodgson on east window of, 73 
Bolton, 116— Ambrose Pudsey of, 175— in Glendale, 238— Abbey, Yorkshire, 271 
Bond, Thomas, 125 
Boni^e, pope, 272 

Boore, William, Regiment for the Sea, 70 
Boot, Rev. A., on Northern Monasticism, 266 
Booth, bishop,, a Durham penny of, presented, 78 
Boulogne-sur-mer, device of ship in museum at, 146 

Bowes, Andrew Robinson Stoney, 120 — Matilda, lady of Dalden, 175 — Thomas 

of Streatlam, 24 
Bowey, John, rector of Elwick Hall, 181 
Bows and arrows, 22 
Boyd, William, elected, 141 
Boyle, J. R., 118 

Bradshaw, county Lancaster, the Bradshaws of, 144 

Brand's Newcastle, 270 

Branxton moor, the battle of, 17 

Brass, matrix of monumental, Hartbum, 213 

* Brawl, The,' an old dance, painting representing, 234 

Bread, assize of, 108 
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Brechin, hill fort near, 89 

Bremeniumy bronze cap said to have been found at, 26 

Bridges, old, 115, 116 — Breamish, 116 — Darwent, 116 — Debdon burn, 116 — 
Featherstone, 116 — Fowberry, 116 — Hexham, 116 — Lurdenshaw bnm, 116 
Mumps hall, 116— Prior house, 116— Ridley hall, 116— Rothbury, 116 
Rothley Water, 116— Weldon, 116— Witton burn, 116 

Brierley, Thomas, letter of, 28 

Brinkbum priory, 116, 238, 268 — bells of, stolen, 218 — Augustinian canons, 271 
British, Ancient, stone hammer presented, 1 — spearhead, (&c., from Rede water, 

exhibited, 26 — urns found near Amble, 32, 71 — near Hirst, 163, 202, 221 

— axe head, &c., from Heddon, 137 
British oil, 107 
Bromfield, Lord, 234 

Brooks, J. C, MSS., 23, 28, 36, 76, 76, 82— presents his large collection of 

autograph letters, &c., 130 
Broompark, copy of Hutchinson's Northumberland at, 87n 
Brough, Westmoreland, medieval pulpit of stone at, 204 

Brown, Dr., of BelHnpfham, exhibits proclamation of Oharles I., 42 — the Rev. 
J. T., on the parish and church of Boldon, 67 — John, yicar of Newcastle, 
106— Matthew, 107— Thomas, 108, 124— WiUiam, 123 

Browne, Major A. H„ presents Guide to Callaly Castle Museum, 261 — Thomas 
Proctor, elected, 41 

Brownrigg, John, curate of Elwick Hall, 181 

Bruce, Rev. Dr., death of, 3 — proposed memorial to, 80, 104 — ^photographic 

portrait of, presented, 266 
Bruce, Sir Gainsford, presents plans, maps, &c., &c., 29 — cast of bronze 

bust of Hadrian, &c., 32 — drawings of places on Antonine Wall, 63 
Brnnstock park, Cumberland, sections across vallum at, 224 
Brunton, West, Commonwealth charter granting lands at, to Timothy Hurwood, 

186 

Brus, Robert de, 179 

* Bryckwell, Thomas,* on tablet, 10 

Buck's view of Durham, copper plate of, presented, 239 

Bulkeley, Rev. H. J., on Morpeth church, 249 

Batman, George, Newcastle silversmith, 66 

Bulmers, The, 144 

Bulmer, Sir William, 176 

Bum's Whickham, 89 

Burrell, Thomas, 36 

Butchers' Company, 124 

Bywell, country meeting at, 67 — church and castle, 67 — extracts from Spear- 
man's * notes,' 67 — St. Andrew's parish, Blanchland and Slaley in, 37 



Cail, Richard, entertains members at Beaconsfield, 60 — ^letter of condolence to 
family on death of, 89 — acknowledgment of same, 93 — Rev. E. H. 
Adamson on, 96 — Mrs., presents antiquities, 166, 172 

Caistron, pair of handcuffs from township of, 2 

CALAVA F, Roman potter's mark, 146 

Callaly Castle Museum, Guide to, presented, 261 

Calvert, Rev. T., presents will of William Camaby, &c., 9, 99, 

CAMBUs F, potter's mark, 83 

CaruUxu on the Pfahlgraben, 79 

Candlestick, domestic, of iron, 220 

Cannon ball presented by Plumbers' Company, 266 

Captives, Redemption of, 273 

Carausius, a Roman milestone discovered near Carlisle, bearing, name of, 268 
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Card money, 122 

Garham, Augnstinian canons at, 271 

Carliols, Newcastle merchants founded Franciscan house, 274 
Carlisle, antiquities from, 51 — taken by Scots, 85 — seal of mayor of, 92 — sun- 
dial from, 155 — Augustinian canons, 271 — Gilbert de Crosby prior, 271n 
Carmel, Mount, 270 
Carmelite monks, 268 et seq, 

Carnaby, will of William, of Halton, presented, 9, 99 
. Carolina, South, antiquities from, 185 
Canr, Henry, 124 
Carre, Sir Robert, 113 
Carse, John Thomas, elected, 129 

Carved oak panels of seventeenth century, representing scriptural subjects, 241 
Carvillehall, 113 

Castro Bernardo, Bichard de, archdeacon of Northuniberland, 218 
Catchburn, near Morpeth, hospitium at, 250 
Caudle cup, silver, 123 
Cayoh-, 117 . 
. Celer, prefect of four cohort of Lingones, 223 
Celts, stone, presented, 19 — from Rede water, Sicily, <j^c., exhibited 
cmsuNi, Roman potter's name, 146 

Chandler, bishop, notes of visitation, 217,235 — Richard, 143 
Chantry, monument by, Hartburu church, 213 

/Charles I., entertainment of, at Durham, letter concerning, 28 — a proclamation 

of, regarding hospitality, 42 
Charlton, 0. J., exhibits pewter alms dish, 263 

Charlton, W. L.,. on a Runic inscription at Hazel Gill, 263 — & 0. J., on 
Hesleyside deeds, 66, 74, 98 
. Chaytor, Henry, received and entertained members, 230 — described Witton 
castle, 231— William, 115n— Sir WilUam, 231 
Chest, an old iron, 28 

Chesters, Roman potters' names, (&c., discovered at, 83, 102, 146, 162, 222 — 
other objects discovered at, 101, 162, 222 — sard intaglio discovered at, 
204, 222 

Chevington West, bells of, stolen, 218 
Chibburn, 268 

Chillewell, near Gateshead, 63 
Chillingham castle, 238 
Chipchase castle, 228 
Chrodegang, 275 
Chuirches, alterations to, 117 
Churchwardens' accounts, &c., Ovingham, 88 
Churchyards, yew trees in, 22 
Cilumunit see Chesters 
Cistercian monks, 268 
. Clark, Charles, of Newcastle, 88 
Classical Archaeology, The Germans and, 278 
Claverings, The, 208 
Clavering's Cross, 207 

Claveriug, Christopher, murder of, 208 — Sir Thomas, 116n 
Claxton, Christopher, curate of Hamsterley, 236 
Claymore, a, found near Rothbury, 2 

Clayton, N. G„ exhibits objects discovered at Cilumum, 101 — sard intaglio, 

&c., from Cilumum, 204, 222 
Cleadon, property at, purchased by J. Daguia, 166 

Clephan, Robt. C, on the * Hanseatic League,' 13-— on incorporation of Society, 
26— on Wisby in Gothland, 92 
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Clerkenwell, chief bouse of Knights Hospitallers near, 272, — ^land of Heron of 

Crawley in, 202 
Cleveland, circulation of bank notes in, 126 
Cleveland, Earl of, 7, 36— Duke of, 109 
Clifford, Lord, 234 

Clifton, near Penrith, Boman vessel of copper found at, 66 
Cock-fighting, 109, 110 
Coffee and punch houses, 128 

COH. mi l[inoonvm] at Wallsend, 223 — ^v gallorum, 14 
Cohausen, Col. von, hon member, death of, 277 

Coins presented, 78 — discovered near Bishop Auckland, 13 — on beach. South 
Shields, 102 — Roman at Aesica, 222 — ^near Morpeth, 252 — Saxon at 
Bamborough, 227 

Colanders, Boman, of bronze, discovered at Aeiica^ 222 

Coldrife farm, Bamborough, 199 

Collingwoods, 208 

Collingwood, Sir William, death of, 209 

Colman, George, play by. 111 

Colson, RowJaud, of Gateshead, bail certificate, 186 

Communion plate : Morpeth church, 251 — Mitford, 255 

Comyn, Timothy, 28 

Concerts, subscription. 111 

Constantine, a Boman milestone discovered at Gallow hill near Carlisle bearing 

name of, 263 
Conventicle, presence at a, 76 

Conyers of Horden hall, discovery of lead coffin of, upright^ 227 — Christopher, 
of Sockburn, dispensation to marry Margery Eure, 232 — Cuthbert of 
Layton, 176— [Comers] , Isabel, 236 

Cook, Edward, 114— WiUiam, 112 

Cookson at South Shields, 165 — Isaac, Newcastle silversmith, 65 

Cooper, Bobert Watson, elected, 53 

Coquet, ' a cell to Tynemouthe,' 248 

Coquet river. Ancient British stone hammer found in, 1 

Corbridge, 116 — map of presented, 161 — to Stanhope, ancient road, 37 

Corder, Walter S., presents photograph of Bewcastle cross, 41 — elected 

member, 52 — presents Samian ware, <fec., 221 
Cospatric, 207 

Corinthian Society, The Newcastle, 131 

Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, MS. Ufe of St. Cuthbert at, 6, 146 
Corpus Irucriptionum Latinarum, presented, 53 
Cosin, Bishop, rector of Elwick Hall, 187 — John, 113 
Cosmographia of Appianus, 70 
Gotesworth, Michael, 142 

Council, election of, for 1893, 5 — for 1894, 138 — annual reports of, 5, 135 
Counterfeit halQ)ence, 124 

Country meetings, 156 — Bamborough, 187 — Blanchland, 37 — Bywell, 67 — 
Hartlepool and Hart, 173— Mitford and Morpeth, 240 — Netherwitton and 
Hartburn, 207— North Tyne valley, 60— Prudhoe and Ovingham, 85 — 
Ravenswdrth, etc., 49 — Witton-le- Wear, 204 

Cowper, H. Swainson, on ' The Domestic Candlestick in Cumberland,* <frc., 220 
John, * capellauus ' Hartburn church, 216 

Cox, Bevd. Dr., on popular archaeological errors, &c., 193n 

Cranage, D. H. S., on Morpeth church, 252 — on Mitford church, 256 

Crawley, Herons of, 202 

Crayfurth, John, 274 

' Creeing troughs ' presented, 155, 172 

Crewe, Lord, purchased Bamborough castle, 197 
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Croft chnrch, window from Witton castle at east end of soath aisle of, 232 
Croft, Richard, 126 

Cromwell, Oliver, ' that monster oflf nature and bloudy tyrant,' 181 

Crosby on Eden, Roman inscription rediscovered near, 263 — bone harpoons 

discovered near, 263, 277 
Crossman, Sir William, on a papal bull of Adrian lY., 42 — on letter describing 

a royal visit to lord Petre, 52 
Crowley, A. & J., 113 

* Crowley's Crew,' 118 

Crucifixion, representation of, at Elwick Hall church, 180 

Crutched friars, 273 

Cruzie, an iron, presented, 19 

* Cullercoats, <fec.. Historical Notes on,' 53 — Cliff House at. 111 
Cumberland, antiquarian discoveries in, 263 

Cup, bronze drinldng, exhibited, 26 
Curry, Thomas, 124— William, 124 
Customs, old harvest, of Northumberland, 81 
Cuthbert, St., patrimony of, 269 

Cuthbert, William, 107 — erected galleries in Witton-le-Wear church, 232 
Cyprian antiquities presented, 262 



Dacians, an Aelian cohort of, 77 — pile dwellings of, 145 
Dacre, Humphrey, lord, 92 — Mabel, lady, 92 
Daffy's Elixir, 107 

Dagnia family, 163— 168— John, of South Shields, 163 

Dalden, Matilda Bowes, lady of, 175 

Dalton Mill, ancient sword found near, 26 

Dalton, William, 75 

Danes besieged Bamborough castle, 196 

Darcys, The, and Witton castle, 230 

Darcy, Mary, divorce of, 234 

Darling, Grace, destruction of tomb of, Bamborough churchyard, 187 
David II., coins of, 102 

Davidson, William, of Harbottle, presents stone hammer, 1 
Davenport, William, curate of Hamsterley, 236 
Davison, George, 124 — Ralph, 76 — arms of, 76 
Dawson, Henry, 24— Miss, 112 
Deae Matres at Minsteracres, 40 
Debtors, insolvent, 126 

Deed, old, relating to Heron property in Clerkenwell, 202 

Deer, Evan, glass maker, 166, 167— Jane, 166, 167— Sarah, 166, 167 

Defence, Science of, 110 

Delaval, Edward Hussey, 121— Lady, 114 

* Dolawall castle,' 228 
Delinquents, compounding with, 24 

Dendy, F. W., on Hesleyside deeds, 57 — on parish registers, 105, 158 — on the 

common field system, 162 — on the ancient farms of Northumberland, 206 
Dennison, Joseph, elected, 53 
Denton East, I17n 

* Deo Martiocelo,' 140 

Dial, a ring, C. J. Spence on, 70 
Dibdin's Northern Tour quoted, 66 
Dickinson, William Bowstead, elected, 13 
Dilston, 117 
Dinsdale dam, 115 

* Divining rod,' a, exhibited, 222 
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Dixon, D. D., presents dirk, etc., 2 

Dobson, Superintendent, of Bothbory, presents constable^s staff, &e,, 1, 2 

Dockray, bellfoonder, 6 

i>oucci, Boman potter's name, 162 

Dofenbie, John, of Mitford, 258 

Dog wheel at Mitford, 255 

Dolan, Bobert T., elected, 201 

Dominican order, 268, 274 

* Domas Ultima,* the, 61 

Donations to themusenm, 1, 10, 19, 26, 53, 129, 147, 153, 282, 220, 241, 262, 
265 

Doom, painting of the, 221 

Downhill per lineam valli, sections across vtUlum at, 137 

Dreox, Countess of, 34 

Donn, Bev. J. C, on Blanohland abbey, 38 

Dons Scotns, 274 

Dnnstanborough, 238 

Donstan, Peter of, 218 

Dorant, Benezar, 163 

Durham County, order as to recusants in, 75 

Durham, 116, 268 — entertainment of king at, letter concerning, 28 — copper- 
plate of Buck's view of, presented, 239 — Consistorial Court, 143 — Court o^ 
Pleas, 83 — Finchale dependent on, 269 
Durham, bishops of, 8 — ^letter of William James, 23 — document signed by 
Thomas Morton, 35 — penny of Beaumont (temp. Edward IV.) presented, 78 
Durham cathedral church, list of relics in feretory at, 186 — Bichard de 

Segbrook shrine keeper, 186 
Durham, St. Oswald's churchyard, tombstone of Porter family in, 146 
Durham Dean and Chapter, sale of estates of, to Sir A. Heselrige, 186 
Durham Chapter library, Hamsterley pre-reformation paten in, 237 
Durham, Northumberland and, monastic institutions in, 264 
Dyxson, incumbent of Prudhoe, 87 



Eanred, styca of, discovered at Bamborough, 227 
Easington church, discoveries in, 227 
East, Ord, 113 

* Easter,' a Christian name, 159 
' Easter offerings,' 215 

Ecgfrith, 271— representation of, in MS., 146 
Edda, The, presented, 129 
Eden, Henry, 182 

Edward I., coins of, 104 — II., coins of, 104 — III., coins of, 104— IT., Durham 

penny of, 78 — coins of, 104 
Edwards, Thomas, 115n 

Efi&gies, Avon Dassett, Warwickshire, 218 — Bamborough, 193 — ^Mocoas, 
Herefordshire, 152— Morpeth (child's), 250— Netherwitton, 212— Byton 
218— Warkworth, 152 

Egylston, Bobert, 39— Thomas, 39 

Elliott, William, 124 

Ellison, Bev. Nathaniel, 116n 

Ellison Place, Newcastle, 116n 

Elsdon, old key from, 2 — death rate of, 159 

Ellis, W., 75 

Election of council, etc*, 5, 138 
Elizabeth, State Papers of queen, 208 
Elmund's well, Bamborough castle, 194 
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Elwick Hall, visit to, 178 — origin of name, 178, 182 — ^pre-Conquest stones, 179 
font, 180 — sculpture representing crucifixion, 180 — monuments of Dr. 
Robert Parker and James Allen Park, rectors, 180 — communion plate and 
bells, 180 — rectors: John Cosin, 181 — John Bowey, 181 — William Kendall, 
181 — Roger Mare and John Brownrigg, curates 181 — extracts from 
registers, 181, 182— Rev. J. F. Hodgson on, 182 

Embleton, Northumberland, 238 — bells of, 6 — extracts from parish books, 6 

Embleton, Dr., on human bones, etc., discovered on Moor, Newcastle, 21 — on 
Quigs' Burying Ground, Newcastle, 266 

Embleton, Thomas, priest of Bamborough, 192 

Emerson, William, 110 

England, address from bishops of church of, 8 
English, James, 124 

Esh, vicar of, on parish registers, 144 — gift of transcript of register of Esh, 144 

Smythesof, 144 
Espec, Walter, founder of Carham cell, 272 
Etal castle, 238 

Ethelreda, wife of Ecgfrith. 271 
Ethelwolf, confessor to Henry I., 271 
Eugenius IV., pope, 232 

Eares, extract from Leland's Itinerary on, 234 — ^Eure family dancing * The 
Brawl ' 234 

Eure, John, manor of, at Wilton, 232 — Margery, dispensation for, to marry 
Christopher Conyers, 23^Sir Ralph, 23a^Thomas, will of, 229— Sir 
William, 232— Lord, sold Witton castle, 232— Constance, his wife, 232— 
Lord William, divorce of, 234 

* Eurie, Lord,' 232 

Evangelistic symbols on font at Hart church, 176 

Evans bay, New England, sand worn stoue from, exhibited, 20 

Eve,' * The Wedding, 175n 

Exeter cathedral church, effigy of bishop in, 39 

Excommunication, a late, 88 

Expulsion of Adam and Eve, pre-Conquest sculpture representing, 179 
Eyre, Archbishop, and brass of Aymer de Athole, 169 



Falkirk, Antonine Wall near, 63 

* Farms of Northumberland, Ancient,' Earl Percy on, 206 — Mr. Dendy on, 206 
Fame, 248, 269 

Farrow, Rev. J. F., presents fragment of Roman inscribed tile, 78 
Featherstonhaugh, Albany, 270— Rev. W., on Blanchland abbey, 37 38 
Felling, Nuremberg counters discovered near, 204 — old railway station ' oldest 

in England,' 157 
Felton, 114 

* Fenwick pile,' 248 
Fenwick Salade, The, 144 

Fenwick, Col. George, of Brinkbum, 24— John, -^f By well, 65— of Rock, 198— 
Sir John, sword said to have belonged to, 13 — Sir Ralph, 217 — Richard, 
217— William, 109, 217 

Fenwicke, Roger, of Rotheley, 215 

Ferguson, Chancellor, on damage to Bewcastle cross, 54 — on antiquarian . 

discoveries in Cumberland, 263 
Ferguson, C. J., on Bamborough castle, 197 — John, elected, 265 
Ferrara, Andrea, and a wolf sword mark, 13 
Fibulae^ Roman, of gold and silver, 241 

Field names, 116, 117— Belf Head, 116— Brown Field, 117— Chists Banks, 117 
Copletch Crofts, 117— Cow Loan, 116— The Darlings, 116— Eppe Well, 
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116— Far Crooks, 117— Fog Close, 117n— Frenches Close, 117— Gibbet 
£nowles, 116— Graceless Close. 116— Great Paddock, 117n— Great Shield 
Field, 116— Hagg Hill, 117— Hags Close, 116— High Willes, 116— Hobs 
Well Close, 116-^ob8 Well Close, 116— Kings Meadows, 117— Kingston 
Green, 117— Lambs Heel Lane, 117— Lanes Closes, 116— Little Shield 
Field, 116— Long Fkt CloTer Close, 117 

Finchale, 268, 269— Priory, Raine's, 269 

Fire Eaters, 111 

Flail in use at Amside in 1894, 82 

Flambard, bishop, 269 — founded Kepier hospital, 275 

Flavins Antigonut PapitUy 140 

Flesh Market cockpits, Newcastle, 109 

Fletcher, George, 122 

•Flodden Field,' by C. J. Bates, 13. 17 

Flood, Great, of 1771, 88 

•Foal,' a, 20 

Fog Gates, 117 

Folansby, WiUiam, of White Hoase, 236 

Fonts, church : at Elwick HaU, 180— Hart, 176— Slaley, 37 

Ford castle, 238 

* ForfEw^hire,' wreck of the, 187 

Forster family, crypt of Bamborongh church, burial place of, 198 — marriage of 
Dorothy Forster, 199— burial place of, 193— so-called portrait of, 200 — 
Bam borough and Adderston, notices of, 197 — Frederick E., elected 
member, 161 — Robert Henry, elected, 261 — Thomas Emmerson, elected, 

261 

Forster, Sir Richard, bought Witton castle, 232 — Mary, his daughter, married 

William Howard, 232 
Fortunatus, Julius^ 262 
Foster, Margaret, wife of Dagnia, 164 
Fountains abbey, 270 

Fourstones, judges entered jurisdiction of sheriff of Northumberland at, 6S An 
Fowberry, farm of, granted for support of a chantry priest at Bamborongh 
church, 192 

Fowler, Roy. J. T., Newminster Chartulary, quoted, 270 

* Fox and Lamb,' public house, Newcastle, 95 — ^reaping hook found in, 101 
Franciscan Mars, 268, 273 

Franks, Sir A. W., Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum presented by, 53 

French prisoners, escape of, 119 

French, Jonathan, Newcastle silversmith, 65 

Friars of the Sac, 271, 274— Austin, 273— Bhick, 273— Crutched, 278— 

Grey, 273— Trinitarian, 273— White, 273 
Friarside Chapel, dangerous condition of, 227 — letter from lord Strathmore's 

agent concerning same, 239 
Frogmorton, John, 236 
Froude, Short Studies, extract from, 47 
Fulthorpe, Christopher, 181 



Gainford, complaint of vicar of, 280 

Games of * Knacks,' 229 

Garandrdnos, on Greek strigil, 185 

Garford, Sir Dionisius, vicar of Mitford, 258 

Garmangahi Deae, Roman altar inscribed, 56 — etymology of, 163 

Gateshead, St. Edmund's ' monastery ' at, 248, 276 — visitation at, 216— gable 

cross of, 50 — bail certificate of Rowland Colson of, 186— Welford's Newcastle 

and, 273 
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Ganls, inscription recording the fifth cohort of, 14 
Gee, Mrs., on an old iron chest, 28 
Gemsy Handbook of Engraved^ King's, quoted, 241n 
Gem, Gnostic, from Aesica, 241 

George III. and qneen, visit lord Petre at Thornden, 45 

German Limesj The, 148, 223, 225, 246— palisades in, 247— the * gromatic 

ditch,' 247 
Gihside, damage at, 118 
Gibson, John, exhibits horn books, etc., 130 
Gibson, J. P., on the Koman military organization, etc., 145 
Gilbert of Sempringham, 272 
Gilbertine canons, 268, 272 
Gilsland, 234 
Gilchrist, Robert, 133 
Glanton, 113 

Glanton and Glempson, 128 

Glass houses at Newcastle, 163 — at Sonth Shields, 164, 165 — plate, 165 
Glover, Mrs., entertains members at Prudhoe castle, 85 
Gnomonica Vnivermlu^ 72 

Gnostic device on silver ring from Aesica^ 241, 244 
Godric, St., 269 

Gold fibula of Roman date, 241 
Golden Grove, The, 112 
Golden's Hole, 115 

Goodhnsband, Sir Thomas, vicar of Mitford, 260 

Goorfen, 208 

Gordon, Andrew, 118 

Gosforth pit, 118 

Gradon, J. G., elected, 219 

Grant- Wilson, Wemyss, elected, 201 

Graveson [Grevison] , John, chantry priest, 176 

Gray, Henry, monument of, Morpeth church, 253 — Sir Thomas, of Chillingham, 

marriage of, 254 [See also Grey] 
Greatchesters, see Aesica 
Greatham hospital, 275 
' Grecian Bloom Water,- 107 
Greek inscription found at South Shields, 204 
Greenhead, fragment of a Roman altar from, presented, 77 
Green well, British Barrows referred to. In — on Black Gate museum, 4 — on 

alleged damage to Bewcastle cross, 41— on urn from New Hirst, 153 — on 

parish registers, 160 — on northern monasticism, 266 
Grene, Ralph, parish clerk of Witton-le-Wear, 230 — of Nether Bitchbum, 230 
Grey Mars, 273 

Grey Street, Newcastle, name originally proposed, 98 
Grey, Charles, 109 

Greystock, Ralph son of William lord of, 253 
Griffith, Evan Deer, 167— Anthony Thomas, 167 
Groat Market Assembly Rooms, 110, 111 
Gromatic ditch, the, 247 

' Gryphi vngvis divo Gvthberto Dvnelmensi sacer,' inscription on claw, 186 
Gunter, Edmund, 70 

Gunter's quadrant, a, 70 — C. J. Spence on, 70 
Guzman, Dominic, 273 



Habitancum, Roman inscription from, 56 
Hackney, Stepney and, manors of, 7, 36 
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Hadrian, Emperor, cast of a bust of, 32 
HagerstoD, 238 

Hall, Edmund James, elected, 13 

Hall, Rev. G. R., on Haughton castle, 62 — on Chipchase castle, 65- -presents 

lorica plates, 129 
HaU, Rev. William, 123 
* Halleywell Dean,' 117n 

Haltwhistle, descent of manor of, 20 — chnrch, 34 — map of, shewing the ' rig 

and dale ' lands at, 162 
Hammer, stone, presented, 1 

Hamsterley, country meeting at, 204, 229 — church, chiefly tevip. Pudsey, 285 
lights of Mary in, 236 — medieval grave covers, 235 — effigy, 235 — matrix 
of brass, 235 — aumbry and piscinas, 235 — Christopher Hodgson, parish 
clerk, 236— curates, William Davenport, 236— Ralph Green, 236— John 
Dunkan, 236— Christopher Claxtou, 236— James Hobson, 236— Robert 
Bateman, 237— John Farrer, 237— Giles Foster, 237— Samuel Wilson, 236 
William Hardacre, 236 — Guild of, 236— Rowland Brown last incumbent 
of, 236 — Village community system at, 238 — Remains of cross, 238 — 
Quakers in, 238— endowed chapel of Baptists, 238 — Charles Whitfield, 
monument of, 238 

Handcuffs presented, 2 > 

Hauseatic Jjeague, The, 13 

Harbottle, Ancient British stone hammer found near, 1 — castle taken by Scots, 
85 

Hardknot fort, 79 

Hare and hound, Roman knife handle representing, 101 

Harpoon heads of bone discovered near Crosby on Eden, 263, 277 

Harris, Sir Augustus, elected, 53 

Harrison, 127 — Henry, 125— J. Park, on a Saxon picture at Cambridge, 146 — 
WilUam, 126 

Hart church, visit to, 176— representation of St. George and dragon, 176 — 
pre-Conquest stones and sun-dial, etc., 176 — fonts, 176 — communion plate 
and bells, 176— altar slab, 176 

Hartbum, meeting at, 213 — church of, 213— Mr. W. S. Hicks on, 213— 
monument by Chantry, 213 — piscinas, sedilia, etc., 213 — oak carving 
representing Temptation of Adaui, 215 — sun-dial, 213 — vicars, John de 
Percy, 215— Gerard Kilburn, 216— William Stevenson, 216— Richard 
Hancock, 216, 255— John Cowper ' capellanus,' 216 — John Wood, curate 
of, 216— John Widdrington had lease of church, 215 — the grave of John 
Hodgson the historian at, 215 — Bishop Chandler's notes of visitation, 217 

Hartlepool, 268 — discoveries at church, 20, 34, 146 — meeting at, 173 — Rev. J. 
F. Hodgson on church, 173 — extracts from registers of, 174 — communion 
plate, 174 — ^bells, 174 — house of friars at, 274— bequests to friars of, 175 — 
St. Nicholas and Virgin Mary chantries in church, 176 — St. Helen's chapel 
at, 176 — Richard Vavasour mayor of, 175 

Hartley dovecote, 121 

Harvest Customs of Northumberland, 81 

Hastings, Lord, elected, 69 

Hastyng, John de, rector of Morpeth, 253 

Haughton castle described by Rev. G. R. Hall, 62 

Haverfield, F. J., on a Roman inscription at South Shields, 28 — on the 
Lancbester altar, 81— walks along the pfahlgrabent 78 — on a Roman 
inscription from Wallsend, 223 — on the German Limes, 223 — on a visit to 
the German Limes, 246 

Hays, William, 126 

Hazard and Co., 126 
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Hazel Gill, Cumberland, Rnnic inscription at, 263 
Healy, lands of Templars at, 273 
Heart of Oak, The, 119, 120n 

Hebbeden, Thomas, dean of St. Andrew^s Auckland, 175, 232 
Heddon-on-the-Wall, sections across vaUum at, 46, 59, 137 — Ancient British 

axe head, <fec., discovered at, 137 
Hedley, Edward Armourer, elected, 161— Ralph, elected, 69— William, 124 
Hedley, B. Cecil, exhibits ancient weapons, <fec., 26 
Heidelberg, Historical and Philosophiod Society of, exchange with, 69 
Heighington, vicar's answers to bishop's queries, 48 — grammar school at, 48 — 

papists in, in 1801, 48 
Henry II., penny of, discovered near Bishop Auckland, 13— coins of, 104 — 

grant of Witton Castle by, 230 
Henry YI. and Bamborough, 196 

Henry YIII,, commissioners of, and Blanchland, 37 — refounded Durham, 269 
Henzell, C. W., presents cannon ball, 12 
Heppescotes, Thomas de, rector of Morpeth, 253 
Herons, The, 65 — of Newcastle, Crawley, <fec., 202 

Heron, Arthur, 198— Cuthbert, of South Shields, 65-^ohn, 198— Thomas held 

manor of Pigdon, 217 
Hesilrige, Sir iOrthur, 24 — conveyance to, of * ftimace for ironworke ' at 

Hunwick, 186 — sale of estates of Dean and Chapter of Durham to, 186 
Hesleyside deeds, 56 

Heslop, Edward, of South Shields, will of, 142 

Heslop, B. 0., on an old chest, 28 — presents Northumberland Words, 147 — 

on Corbridge * rig and dale ' lands, 161 
Hesset church, Suffolk, Sindon in, 93 

Hessewell, Thomas de, rector of Sedgefield, commission to ordain him priest, 

218n 
Heton castle, 238 

Hexham, 109, 117, 228, 238, 268— ancient lamp from, 48— Battle of, Ho- 
races, 109 — the so-called Fenwick Salade in church, 144 — the liberty of, 
278 

Highway robbery, 123 

Hilda, St., at South Shields, 164-^— extracts from registers relating to Dagnia 

166 — ^tombstone of Dagnia, 166 
Hill, George, 124— Bobert, 109 
Hilton, Thomas, married Sarah Dagnia, 163 
Hinde, Mr., 123n 
Hinds, Allen B., elected, 261 
' Hippo sandals ' discovered at Cilumum^ 162 
Hirst, Tne New, Ancient British urns discovered at, 153, 202, 221 
Historical MSS. Commissioners, extracts from reports of, 7, 36 
Historical Side-lights, 119 

History of Northumberland, a new, issue of first volume of, 80 
Hobkirk, David, 133 

Hodges, C. C, on the so-called Fenwick Salade in Hexham church, 144 
Hodgkin, Dr., presents Italian sword, 147 — Bomau glass vessel, 148 — on the 

* pfahlgraben,' 148 — on discoveries at Aesiea, 222, 243— on tapestry at 

Bamborough castle, 199 
Hodgson, J. Crawford, on Forsters of Bamborough and Adderston, 197 — 

exhibits old deed, 202— on Temple Thornton farm accounts, 1308, 206 
Hodgson, John, 117 — the historian, the grave of, 215 

Hodgson, Bev. J. F., on windows of Boldon church, 73— on Hartlepool and 
Darlington churches, 173 — on Elwick Hall church, Ac, 182— on discovery 
of stem of medieval pulpit in Witton-le-Wear church, 203 

Hodgson, Miss Mary, of Tone, 198 
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HodgsoD, Sir Robert, 113 

Hodson, Christopher, bellfonnder, 180 

Holme, John, chantry priest, Hartlepool, 176 

Holmes, S., drawings by, of places on Antonine wall, 53 — Boldon chorch 
piscina, 64 — sections of vallum^ Ac, at Heddon, 69 — on the Nun*s Moor, 
Newcastle, 266— plan of Aesica, 268 

Holy Island, 248, 268, et seq. 

Holywell dene, 117n 

Holystone, 238, 268, church, 106 

Honeyman, Col. Phillip, 120 

Hook from * Fox and Lamb,' presented, 101 — what is a, 82 — G. H. Thompson 
on, 90— S. Hohnes on, 91— M. H. Dand on, 9In 

Hooppell, Rev. Dr., on holy water stoup at South church, 21— on a newly dis- 
covered Roman altar at Lanchester, 74 

Hope, W. H. St. John, on seals of archdeacons, 218 

Horden, William MenviUe, lord of, 176 — Cuthbert Conyers of, 227 

Horn book, a, exhibited, 130 

Homsby, Richard, 124 

Horses, stealing, 122 — white, on hill sides, 92 — heads, 91 
Horsley, Edward, 208— and Christopher, pardon to, 208 — Henry, 24 
Horsley-on-Tyne, curious nodule of ironstone from, 20 
Hospitallers, The Knights, 273 

Houses, old, 113, 114 — Alemouth, 114 — Carville house, 113— Derwentcoat 
Hall, 113— East Ord, 113— Felton, 114— Glanton, 113— Newcastle, 113— 
North Shield8,114— Unthank, 114— Westoe, 113— Whitley, 113— Winlaton, 
113 

Howard, Thomas, 127— Lord William, 216 
Howard, William, married Mary Forster, 232 
Howick, 228 

* Hue and Cry,' 122, 124 

Huguenot Society, exchange of publications with tlie, 239, 261 

Huhie abbey, 268 

Hanter, Thomas, elected, 161 

Honwick, conveyance of furnace, etc., at, 186 

Hnrwood, Timothy, lands at West Bmnton granted to, 186 

Hutchison, Jonathan, 116 

Humble & Co., 107 

* Hutton ' castle, 248 



I. P. on pewter alms dish, 263 

Illustrated Archaeologist, The, 10, 96n, 136 

Incendiaries, 123 

Incorporation of Society, Mr. Clephan on, 26 
Indian gods of bronze, presented, 241 

Indulgence granted for building bridjre at Witton-le-Wear, 230 
Ingledew, Alfred Edward, elected, 141 
Ingram, Arthur, 76 

Inns, old : Alston, Blue Bell, 114 — Chollerford Bridge, 114 — Durham, Phoenix, 
109— Edinburgh, Coach and Horses, 126 — Gateshead, Nag's Head, 110 — 
London, George, Aldersgate, 126 — Black Swan, Holbom, 126 — Newcastle : 
Black Bull and Crown, 109— Bull and Post Bag, 126— The Crown, 109— 
Fox and Lamb, 101— Queen's Head, 119— Turk's Head, 110, 126— White 
Hart, 114, 119— North Shields, King's Arms, 112 

Inoculation, 128 

Intaglio, sard, discovered at Cilurnumj 204, 222 
lona, 269 
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Irish broDze dagger exhibited, 26 

Irving, George, presents fragment of Roman altar from Greenhead, 77 
Islaudsbire and Jura Regalia^ 85 
Italian fantoccini, 112 

Itinerary, Leland's, local extracts from, 68, 228, 234, 238, 248, 260, 264, 278 
' Ivison, John,' on sun-dial, 156 



Jackson, Henry Dalton, 167 

Jackson, Henry, of Smelthouse, will of, 230 

Jackson, Thomas, vicar of Newcastle, native of, 235 — entry of baptism, 235 
James I., of Scotland, coins of, 103 

James, John, 128 — William, bishop of Durham, letter of, 23 
Jarrow monastery, 268, et seq. 

* Jefi&ey, Jacs,' on sun-dial, 156 

Jenison, Elizabeth, founded Grammar School at Heighington, 48 
Jervaux abbey, 270 

* Joe the Quilter's ' cottage in Homer*s lane. Warden, 61 
Johnson's company, Mr., 110 

Johnson, a Newcastle gimsmith, 19 

Johnson, Bev. A., on Blanchland and Slaley, 74 

* JoUy Rant, The,' in Newcastle, 159 
Jones of Oxfordshire, arms of, 155 
Judith, the countess, 196 

Julius Fortunatus, 263 

Jupiter, altar to, 77— ^and Mercury, sard intaglio representing, 204, 222 
Jura Regalia, 35 
Justices, marrying by, 181 



Keats, John, 122 
Keelmen, outrages by, 118 

Kellowe, bishop, report o(, concerning Ovingham, Ac, 88 

Kelly, Elizabeth, of Whalton, married Dagnia, 165 — William, will of, 165 

Keltic design, fibula of, 241 

Kelty (or Keltry), Newcastle goldsmith, silver token of, presented, 262 
Kendall, William, rector of Elwick Hall, 181 
Kepier hospital, 275 
Kern baby, a, 82 

Key, old, from near Elsdon, 2 — medieval, from Langley castle, 2 — Hartlepool 

church, 174— Whitley, 89 
King, Rev. C. W., Handbook of Engraved Gems referred to, 241n 
King's silver, roll of, 83 
Kirkham abbey, 271, 272 
Kirkhouse, Ann, 121— Michael, 121 
Kirkstall abbey, 270 

Kitching, S., on yew trees in churchyards, 22 

' Knacks,' game of, 229 

Knight's Pictorial History of England, 94 

Knights Hospitallers, 268— Templars, 273— Trinitarian, 268, 273, et seq. 
Knitting sheaths, carved, 185 
Knocklaw, the, 116 

Knowles, W. H., on old house in Side, Newcastle, recently pulled down, 11 



L ADN ADOEKi, Romau pottcr's mark, 146 
Ladymass bell. The, 230 
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Lake dwellings, oldest pictorial represeDtation of, 145 
Lamb, John, 114 

Lamblev nunnery, 238, 268, et seq, 

Lamesley church, 50 

Lamp, ancient, from Hexham, 48 

Lanchester, a Roman altar found at, 56 — ^professor Zangemeister on, 66— F. 

Haverfield on, 81, 163— collegiat« church, 276—* pancake bell * at, 218 
Lanercost, 271 — chautry founded in, 92— church of Mitford appropriated to, 258 
Langlands, John, Newcastle silversmith, 65 — ^burial place of, 169 
Langley castle, a medieval key from, exhibited, 3 
Lapidarium Septentrionale, 32 — quoted, 56 
Lamaca. Cyprus, antiquities from, presented, 262 
Law, Cuthbert. 211 

Lawson, Gawen, 258 — John, of Thorpe Bnlmer, will of, 175 
Leadbitter, John, 123 

Lebour, professor, exhibits sand worn stone from New Zealand, 20 

Ledum, John, of Whitby, 175 

Lee, William, 120 

Leeds library. The. elected, 239 

LEO ui, a Roman tile inscribed, presented, 78 

Leland's Itinerary, local extracts from, 68, 228, 234, 238, 248, 260, 264, 278 
Lenna, Adam de, archdeacon of Northumberland, 218 
Lennox, A. H., elected, 261 
Liddell, James, 123, 124 
Lilliputian Boy, 112 

Limes, The German, 148, 225, 246— F. J. Haverfield on. 228— professor 

Mommsen on, 223 

Lindisfame : archdeacon of, 218 — supposed representation in MS. of Saxon 

wooden building at, 146 
Lingones, 2nd cohort of, 138 
Linnels mill, 117 
Lisle, William, presents old key, 2 

Lister, Rev. J. M., presents iron fetters found in St. Andrew's churchyard, 94 

* Lof Godt van al anno 1651,* inscription on mortar, 241 
Loftus, William, 114 

Loki bound, pre-Conquest stone representing, 61 
LOLiiivs F, Roman potter's name, 72 

Long, Rev. H. F., on St. Aidan's church, Bamborough, 188 — elected, 201 

Longovicium, Lanchester, 56 

Longstaffe, George, 127 

Lonsidale, Lord, 127 

Long Benton colliery, 118 

Long Witton, hut circle at, 280 

Lords, House of, journals, 7, 36 

Lorica plates, Roman, presented, 129 

Lotteries, State, 126 

Loughes, Forest of, 278 

* Low side * windows : Bamborough church, 193 — Morpeth church, 250 — Dr. 

Cox on, 193n 
Lowther, Jo., 75 

Lumley, arms of, 155— John, Lord, 217 
Lynton, Thomas de, 232 
Lytham, Lancashire, 269 



ma/ Roman potter's name, 222 

HA. .LI M, Roman potter's name, 146 
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Maas, HaDS, elected, 129 

* Mabel's Chantry/ Lanercost priory, 92 

M'Crow, William, 127 

Mackey, Matthew, presents bagpipes, 94 

McLean, Donald, 232 

MACBnANi, Boman potter's name, 83 

Maddeson, Miss, 112 

MAioBis M, Roman potter's name, 102 

Makepeace, Robert, Newcastle silversmith, 66 

MALL EDvi, Roman potter's name, 72 

Mailed, James, vicar of Gainford, complaint of, 280 

Malton, Yorkshire, 234 — Roman shoe, &c., from, 185 

Malvoisin near Bamborough castle, 196 — at Tweedmouth, 196 

Mangy, Thomas, York silversmith, 180 

Mantle Hill, North Tyndale, deeds discovered at, 74 

MABCi M, Roman potter's mark, 102 

Mare, Roger, curate of Elwick Hall, 181 — Thomas de la, abbot of St. Alban's, 
47 

marin/ Roman potter's name, 83 

Marim Valerianus, Roman inscription mentioning, 14 

Mariey Hill School, 120 

Marmion, Henry, 122— Jane, 122 

Mars, Roman inscription to, 140 

Marston Moor, 144 

MARTI M, Roman potter's mark, 277 

MA8CIILLI o, Roman potter's mark, 140 

Matfen, Charles, 164 

Mather, Phillip E., elected, 89 

Matilda of Aigle, 196 

Matrices of brasses, Hartbum church, 213 — Hamsterley church, 235 
May, Thomas, presents cruzie, Ac, 19— on 'Horses Heads,' 91 
Meams, William, elected, 201 
Mears & Staiubank, bell founders, 6 
Meaux abbey, 270 

Medieval grave covers, Blanchland, 39— Hamsterley church, 236 — Hartlepool 
church, 20, 146 — Morpeth church, 251 — Newcastle St. Andrew's, 171— 
Stranton, 184— Witton-le-Wear, 229 

Members elected, see New Members 

MEMMI, Roman potter's name, 83 

Mendicant friars, 273 

Menville, William, lord of Horden, 175 

Mercury, bronze figure of, from Aesica, 243 

Mercury, inscription to, 138 — Jupiter and, sard intaglio representing, 204, 222 
Meriey, Ralph de, 207, 209, 254, 270— JuUan, his wife, 209— WiUiam de, 254 
Middleton, Sir Gilbert de, 266, 258 — R. Morton, exhibition of antiquities, 185 
Milbankes of Thorpe Perrow, and manor of Pigdon, 217 
Mile castles, Roman, a forgotten reference to, 144 
Milestone, a Roman, discovered near Carlisle, 263 

Mills, Wind and Water, 114, 115— Benwell, 116— Chimney, 114— Gateshead, 
116— Golden's Hole, 116— Heaton, 116— Stannington, 114— Stanton, 115 
MiUs, John, 127 
Minorites, 273 

Minsteracres, visit to, 40— Roman altars, &c., at, 40 
Mitchell, Charles, elected, 101— John, 107 

Mitford, story of blind woman miraculously recovering her sight, 268 — 
meeting at Morpeth church and, 249 
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DECEIVED, 

PROCEEDINC^R 4 1893 

OFTHB PWSODY fviUGEliivi. 
SOCIETY OF ANTIQUAEIES 

OF NEWCASTLE-UPON-TTNE. 



Vol. VI. 1893. No. 1. 



The eightieth aniuTersary meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 25th day of January, 1893, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, the Key. W. Greenwell, D.O.L., F.R.S., F.S.A., Ac, a 
Vice President of the society, being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : 

Presents^ for which thanks were voted : — 
From Prof. Zangemeister of Heidelberg : — 

i. Limesblatt No. 1 A 2. Deo., 1892. 

ii. Beriehtuber die ThatigkHt cUr ReiehtUmet Kommission. 4to. 
Exchdnges — 

From the Powysland Club : — ColUetions, Hi^oriccd d> Archaeological, relating to 

MorUgomeryehire d iU Bordere. vol. xxvi, iii. Dec, 1892. 8yo. 
From the Royal Irish Academy :—Proeeeding», 8rd set., yol. n, No. 8. Byo. 

Dnblin, 1892. 

From the Canadian Institute : — Traruaetioru, No. 6, vol. m, pt. 1. Deo., 1892. 

Toronto, 1892. 

From the 8oci6t6 d'Arch6ologie de Bruxelles : — 

i. Annalee, vol. vn, pt. 1 ( Jan., 1898 ), [containfl translation of a letter into French 

from C. J. Bates, V.P., to. the seoretary of the society, M. P. Saintenoy on ' Hons 
Meg ', p. 125] 8yo., illustrations. 

ii. Annuaire, yol. iv, 1898. 8yo. 

Purchases — 

Jahrbueh of the Imperial German Archaeological Institute, vol. vn, pt. iv. 1892. 
Th€ Antiquary* Nos. 82—87, N.8. (Aug. 1892— Jan. 1898). 
The Reliquary, vol. vii. N.S., No. 1 (Jan. 1898). 

Donations to the Museum. 
The following were announced and thanks voted to the donors : — 
From the finder, Wm. Davidson, Harbottle: — A perforated stone hammer*, 
of Cheviot porphyry, triangular shaped, slightly fractured, 4\ inches in 
diameter, a g hole in centre, bevelled on both sides of the hammer to IJ 
inches, (British period), found in the bed of the river Coquet at 
Harbottk^ during 1892. 
From Supt. Dobson, Rothbury : — 

i. A parish constable*s baton or staff formerly in the possession of one of 
the petty constables of a township in the parish of Rothbury. It 
measures 17 i inches in length, painted black, having a crown and the 
letters V.R. emblazoned in red and gold within a circle, inside which is 
inscribed in gilt letters Northumberland. 
* Same as figured in Oreenwell's British Barrows, fig. 16, p. 87, only double the size. 
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ii. A constable^s twitch, an illegal inBtrnment, occasionally used some years 
ago by the constable when taking an obstinate prisoner. Although 
consistiDg only of a piece of stout cord about 2 feet long, fastened in 
the form of a loop to a small wooden handle, 4 inches long, it is said 
to have been a most effectual appliance for * lifting ' an awkward 
prisoner. 
From D. D. Dixon, Rothbury : — 

i. A dirk or dagger of the fifteenth or sixteenth century found at Bothbury* 
in June, 1883, by some workmen while digging the 
foundations for a house at the ' Burrongh Butts *, 
a piece of ground on the north bank of the river 
Coquet, near the police station. Where in olden 
times, the warlike inhabitants of ' Koutheburye * 
practised themselves in the use of that ancient 
weapon, the bow, a weapon the hardy borderer could 
bravely handle, and doubtless the wearer of this 
dirk would be amongst the number of those who, 
on Sunday afternoons and holidays, resorted to 
the village butts to employ themselves as it was 
expected ' a valyant Englishman ought to do ' in 
the noble exercise of archery. The blade is tri- 
angular, similar to the modern bayonet ; fall 
length from nob to point 17 inches. The original 
length of the blade has been 12 inches, it is now 
Hi. The wooden handle is rotted off, the shell 
guard remains with curved crossbar, 
ii. A two edged claymore or broadswordt found on 
the moors to the west of Rothbury about 1870, 
such a weapon as would be wielded by the border 
mosstrooper of the sixteenth century. Length from 
nob to point 37 i inches, length of blade 32^ inchen, 
width of blade at centre 1^ inches, wooden handle 
and basket hilt rotted off. Mark on blade an object 
like an orb. 

iii. A pair of handcuffs, such as were formerly kept by 
the petty constables of each township, from the 
ancient township or * constablery ' J of Caistron in 
the parish of Rothbury. 

iv. A pair of handcuflfe from the township of Mount 
Healy in the parish of Rothbury. 

From the finder, William Lisle, Billsmoorfoot : — An 
old key found in a slag heap on the moors near 
Elsdon. It is so much encrusted that the shape 
of the key is almost undisceruible. May be of any 
age. 

Mr. R. 0. Heslop (one of the curators) remarked that 
presentations to the society's museum had been very 
limited during the past year, and he had great pleasure in 
moving that the special thanks of the society be accorded to Mr. Dixon for his 
gifts. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

♦ See notice of this dagger at p. 857 of the Proceedings of the Bertoiekahire NaturalisW 
Club, vol. X ( 1882-4 ); also Proc. 8oc. Antiq. Newc, vol. I, p. 885. The above illastration 
represents the dagger. 

f Exhibited in the temporary museum at the Black Gate in 1884, and described in 
the Proceedings, vol. I, p. 886. 
X Rothbury Church Books. 
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Exhibited — 

By C. J. Bates, V.P. : — * A medieval key found, among debris of stone slates 
and sheep shanks, on the west wall of the south-west tower of Langley 
Castle at the fourth floor level. It is probably of the fourteenth century 
and coeval with the castle built about 1360, and belonged, no doubt, to 
the small door opening from this floor of the tower on to the roof of the 
main building of the castle.' 



Mr. Blair, one of the secretaries, read the counciPs report for the past 
year, which was as follows : — ' The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyue continues to flourish and increase. The number of members has now 
risen to 317, and the crowded meetings at the Castle show that the proceedings 
have lost none of their interest for the members. In one respect, however, the 
year 1892 will always possess a melancholy interest for the society, marked as 
it has been by the death of its venerable vice-president, John CoUingwood 
Bruce, LL.D., and D.C.L. It is not necessary here to recapitulate the events of 
his long and honourable career, which have already formed the subject of a 
paper in our transactions, but we may once more refer to the sustained and 
vivid interest which down to the very end of his life he took both in the proceed- 
ings of the society and in all archaeological discoveries that were made in the 
North of England. We can best show our veneration for his memory by 
keeping the society, in whose service he laboured so diligently, in at least as 
high a state of efficiency as that to which he saw it raised in his lifetime. Two 
enterprizes of an antiquarian kind have been lately commenced with the sanction 
of the society, if not directlv at its bidding. We hope in the course of the 
present year to be able to congratulate our members on the publication of the 
first part of the new ' History of Northumberland,' which is designed to 
supplement «nd complete the invaluable work of the Rev. John Hodgson. A 
beginning has also been made with the raising of a fund for a systematic ex- 
cavation of the Roman Camps in our district. Should this effort meet with the 
support which it deserves, we anticipate from it valuable results as to the history 
of the Roman occupation of Britain.' 

Alderman Cail, in moving the adoption of the report, said it was very gratifying 
to find that the society founded so long ago and on so small a scale, had risen to 
its present importance. He thon>{ht the society was entablished at just about 
the time he himself entered the world. The society was begun in 1813, and he 
was in his 81st year. He was very glad to see it so increasing and flourishing, 
and he was also glad to know that it was so well thought of. 

Mr. John Philipson seconded the motion, and agreed that the report was a 
very gratifying one. 

The report was then adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Sheriton Holmes, treasurer, presented the financial report, in which it 
was stated that the number of members had reached 317, which was more than 
in any previous year. The total income from all sources had been £498 lis. 4d, 
and the expenditure £489 17s. 9^d. The balance of the revenue account carried 
forward to 1893 was £185 19s. lid., and there was a balance on the capital 
account of £44 19s. lOd., of which £42 ISs. 5d. was invested in Government 
Consols through the Post Office Savings Bank. The receipts from members' 
subscriptions had been £317 28. or £20 more than last year, but the total 
receipts from all sources were short about £34, owing chiefly to the sale in 1891 
of the quarto copies of the * Border Holds '. The receipts at the Castle and 
Black Gate were within a few shillings of what they were in 1891, bat the ex- 
penditure at both places was greater in consequence of structural repairs at the 



ANNUAL BEPOBT OF THE COUNCIL. 




4 



Black Gate and the ftumishiDg of the council chamber at the Oastle. The 
printing of the Archaeologia Aeliana had cost £121 lis., and the Proceedings 
£31 Os. 6d. The sum paid for illustrations, £41 5s. 5d., was a considerable 
reduction on the previous year. In the purchase of books there had been 
expended £53 Is. 7d., an increase of £31 on the previous year, but the amount 
included the cost of making the card catalogue of the society's books. 

Mr. Horatio A. Adamson moved, and the Rev. James Steel seconded, the 
adoption of the financial report and balance-sheet. 

The motion was agreed to nem. eon. 

The Chairman congratulated the treasurer, and also themselves, on the 
admirable way in which Mr. Holmes had got in the money. It was gratifying 
to find an increase in the number of members, but there was no reason why 
they should not have a good many more. He would also like the public, in 
greater numbers, to visit the museum, whose contents were of a highly instruct- 
ive and educational character. He regretted that there had not been more 
additions to their collections. There was one reason why the museum did not 
flourish in the way in which it ought to do, as regarded gifts of objects of antiquity, 
and that was because it was not a proper receptacle for such a collection. It 
was dark and inconvenient in every way. The Black Gate was in itself a 
museum, and ought to be preserved, because it was a very interesting relic of 
antiquity. But it was not a place at all calculated to exhibit such works as were 
exhibited in it. The exhibits were cramped for space and were not effectively 
shown. The large Roman antiquities were really most inadequately exhibited, 
and that, he thought, was one reason why the museum did not flourish in the 
way it ought to do. Frequently he had hoped they might have been in a position 
to construct a building of sufficient size for the effective display of such a 
collection. He did not know whether there was more hope in the future than 
in the past, but he did think that in a city like Newcastle, a wealthy city and 
the centre of a populous and important district, it was very unfortunate there 
was no great museum adapted for the exhibition of antiquarian objects. They 
had in Newcastle a natural history museum of very great proportions, and 
one quite adequate to supply all the wants of the town and district. The 
exhibits of the antiquarian society were of equal importance, and yet they 
were sadly behind the Natural History Societv : in fact, they might be said to be 
nowhere. He should like to see a proper building erected and its cases filled. 
But more was wanted than the expectation and the desire. It was possible they 
might be able, by strong effort, to do something towards it. He hoped they 
would think over the matter, and see if some scheme could not be devised for 
a proper museum for the reception of objects of interest in connection with the 
important subject of antiquities. 

The Rev. W. Featherstonhaugh asked for an explanation of the statement 
which appeared in the public papers a short time ago with regard to divers 
objects said to have been stolen from public institutions in the city. One was 
from the Natural History Museum, another from the Art Gallery, and a 
third from the Black Gate. Was anything known, he asked, as to the way in 
which they had disappeared, or at least the one from the Black Gate, and had 
any thing further been found out with regard to it ? 

Mr. R. 0. Heslop (one of the curators) said the object that was stolen from 
the Black Gate was the only thing that could be readily taken away. It was 
under a glass shade on one of the big cases. It was taken by a person who 
was possessed by kleptomania, and the article had been returned through the 
post. The robbery was done very artfully. The speaker was there when the thief 
made a preliminary visit to see what articles could be 'lifted He visited the 
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room in which they were assembled and the Black Gate and he found the pyx 
ready to be taken away, the curious circumstance being that a detective was 
waiting outside when it was done, but he even eluded that officer. 

The BeT. W. Featherstonhaugh : We may understand that the objects are in 
safety. 

Mr. Heslop said all were under lock and key, save, of course, the large stones. 

Mr. Sheriton Holmes thought the defects of the Black Gate had been over- 
rated. The society had spent £2,000 upon it. 

Dr. Embleton remarked the article stolen from the Natural History Museum 
had also been returned. 

Aid. Cail said that a very excellent site for a museum was set apart by the 
Corporation, and subscriptions were got up, but the amount did not exceed 
£700. The thing hung m the wind for want of funds. Plans were made for it 
about, he thought, twenty years ago. 

Mr. Holmes : More than that ; twenty-five years ago. 

Aid. Cail said the site was between the Black Gate and the railway bridge. 
That would have been a very excellent place indeed. 

A member said they would never get another museum, so must make the 
best of the Black Gate. 

ELECTION OP COUNCIL. 

The chairman then declared the following persons duly elected to the 
respective offices in terms of Statute V. which sets forth that if the number of 
persons nominated for any office be the same as the number elected, the person 
or persons so nominated shall be deemed elected, and shall be so declared by 
the chairman viz. : — 

President : The Earl of Bavensworth. 

12 Vice-Presidents : Bev. Edward Hnssey Adamson, Gadwallader John Bates, 
John Crosse Brooks, Bichard Cail, Bobert Bichardson Dees, the Bev. 
William Greenwell, the Bev. George Bome Hall, William Hilton Dyer 
Longstaffe, John Philipson, the Bev. James Baine, Alexander Shannon 
Stevenson and William Woodman. 

2 Secretaries : Thomas Hodgkin and Bobert Blair. 

Treasurer : Sheriton Holmes. 

Editor : Bobert Blair. 

2 Curators : Bichard Oliver Heslop and Charles James Spence. 
2 Auditors : John Archbold Dixon and Bichard William Sisson. 
Librarian : William W. Tomlinson. 

Messrs. J. C. Hodgson and William Pickering (having on the motion of Mr. 
Blair been appointed scrutineers ) collected the voting papers and adjourned to 
the council room for the purpose of counting the votes. On their return they 
declared the following as the result : — 

For Horatio Alfred Adamson 84 votes For Chas. Clement Hodges. 30 votes 

„ Bichard Oliver Heslop. 34 „ „ Bichard Welford 30 

„ Chas. Jas. Spence ... . 34 „ „ John Vessey Gregory. . 29 
„ Wm. H. Enowles .... 33 „ „ the Bev. C. E. Adamson 26 
„ Dennis Embleton ... . 32 „ „ J. Pattison Gibson. .. . 22 
„ Maberly Phillips .... 32 „ „ Matthew Mackey, jr. . . 18 

„ Bobt. Coltman Clephan 31 „ „ W. W. Tomlinson 17 

Messrs. H. A. Adamson, Heslop, Spence, Enowles, Embleton, Phillips, Clephan, 
Hodges, Welford & Gregory, the Bev. C. E. Adamson & Mr. Gibson having 
the largest number of votes were declared by the chairman duly elected 
. members of the council. 

The meeting thus concluded. 
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MISCELLANEA. 

At the meeting of the British Archaeological ABsooiation on the 11th January, 
1898, ( Antiquary vol. xxvii, p. 78 ) ♦* Mr. Park Harrison, M.A., exhibited a 
copy of one page of the MS. life of St. Oathbert, by the Venerable Bede, now 
in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. It represents king Aegfrith and St. 
Cuthbert standing beside a church, and is surrounded with a border of foliage 
of remarkable character. The date is about 950, but the foliage is similar to 
work of the thirteenth century 

At the same meeting Mr. Ldftus Brock, F.S.A., exhibited *' some Boman coins 
of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius, found near Newbrough, Northumberland, on 
the line of the military way, south of the Boman Wall. They afford evidence 
that the roads of approach and the Wall itself are of the same date The 
probability, however, is that these coins are a portion of the great find from the 
Well of Coventina at Procolitia^ as many hundreds of coins found their way at 
the time to Newbrough and neighbourhood. 

tfbmbiticn^ Northumberland (Proc. iv., p. 241 ). 

The old bell here appears to have been cast by a Mr. Dockray, in 1765, 
of whom nothing is known. The following are extracts from the parish 
books, relating to this bell : — 

15 April 1766 0. q. lb 

For a new Bell weight 5 - 2 - 11 at 16d plb 89-8-9 
deduct the value of the old bell weight 4 : 8 : 8 at lOd plb 22 - 10 - 

To balance due to Mr Dockray for caating ye Bell 16-18 - 9 

For taking ye Bell down & Hanging her again 4-4-0 
To the cwriage of the Bell due Wm. Davison 1 • 10 - 4 

Dockray's bell was preceded by one concerning which the archdeacon iu his 
visitation on the 10 May, 1764, made the following note in the parie^ book : 
The cracked Bell to be exchanged and a new one of the same weight provided. 
It having been determined to remove Dockray's bell and to place a ring 
of six new bells in the tower, the sum required was raised by subscription. 
The bells were obtained from the well-known founders, Mcars and Stainbank, 
of the Whitechapel foundry. In October, 1892, after an inaugural service in 
the church, a peal of 5040 changes was rung by some membei-s of the Durham 
and Newcastle Diocesan Association uf Bingers, on the bells in two hours, 
fifty-one minutes, being seven 720*8 in seven different methods. 

The Bevd. C. Buston, curate of Embletou, has kindly supplied the following 
particulars of the new ring : — 

Height. Width. 
2 ft. 1 in. 2 ft. 5 in. 



Treble. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 
Tenor. 



c. 
5 
5 
7 
7 
8 

11 



1. 

3 
1 
2 
9 



3 24 
2 13 



6 
9 

10 
1 



Note. 
D sharp 
C sharp 
B 

A sharp 
G sharp 
F sharp 



All the bells bear the names of the founders Mears & Stainbank, Whitb- 
CHAPEL Foundry, London, and Erected by Public Subscription Octt. 
1892, inscribed on them. The tenor has in addition : 

M. F. Osborn, Vicar 

J. Craster I 

J. M. Forster \ Churchwardens 
Jas. Thompson j 
On the 26th August, 1723, archdeacon Thomas .Sharp visited the ctiurch 
and amongst other things ordered : 
a paten for the communion 
a parish Coffin 
a Hood for theminister 
on the * 18 May 1714 cess ordered for burying of flagon and for other 
expenses 
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Extracts from the seTenth report of the Historical M8S. Commissioners, 
(House of Lord's Calendar) p. 7b : — 

Jan. 14 [1647-8]. Certificate from Colonel Robert Tichbome, 
Lieutenant of the Tower of London, that the Earl of Cleveland ren^lered 
himself prisoner on the 18th instant : on the same paper is a copy of 
the EarPs recognizance of the 18th of July, 1647, when he was allowed 
three months liberty on bail, &n(i an order of the 23rd of November, 
1647, granting him four months further leave, p. 8a. 

Jan. 21. Petition of Dame Frances Weld, widow ; she prays leave to 
proceed at law for recovery of the manors of Stepney and Hackney, 
extended by her in Oct., 1646, upon a statute of 10,000Z., acknowledged 
by Thomas Earl of Cleveland, in July, 1631, and that an order of the Ist 
of Feb., 1646-7, forbidding her to proceed thereon may be discharged. 
L. J., IX. 672. p. 4b. 
Annexed — 

1. Copy of Order of 1 Feb., 1646-7. 

Feb. 1. Petition of William Stephens, a member of the House of 
Commons, and William Smith, and divers citizens and other creditors 
of Thomas Earl of Cleveland. In answer to the petition of Dame 
Frances Weld, they say that most of her statements are untrue, and that 
she has no right to make any claim upon the manors of Stepney and 
Hackney ; but that if she will assign to them the lands she holds in 
Bedfordshire for security of her claim they will assign to her houses and 
lands, parcels of the manors of Stepney and Hackney in satisfaction 
thereof, and will trust to reimburse themselves out of the lands in 
Bedfordshire; thev pray the House to make an order to this effect. 
L. J., X. 12. p. '6b. 

Sept. 15 [1648.] Doctor*s certificate that the Earl of Cleveland is in 
such a state of health that he is in much need uf fresh air and more 
exercise. L. J., X. 490, p. 50a. 

Sept. [1648] . Draft order for the Earl of Cleveland, now a prisoner 
in the Tower of London and sick, to have liberty for three months on 
giving good security and passing his parole to render himself again. L. J., 
X. 498. In extenso, p. 50a. 

July 2. Petition of Thomas Earl of Cleveland and Thomas Lord 
Wentworth, his son. Petitioners being indebted in the year 1684, to 
Viscount Bayning, in the sum of 10,000/, and in the year 1635 to the 
late Countess of Hume, in the sum of 2,000Z, the same were secured by 
the mortgage of the manors of Stepney and Hackney. The executors of 
Lord Bayning and the Countess having petitioned their Lordships, a bill 
was read for the sale of many of petitioner's manorn and lands for satisfying, 
their debts. On the 27th of April, 1641 it was ordered by consent of 
parties that the executors should have possession of the manors, that by 
the sale of the whole or part thereof, or the mesne profits, the debts might 
be satisfied, but no part was to be sold until May, 1642, or afterwards, with- 
out notice to petitioners. Before the time named petitioners were 
commanded by the late King to attend him in the remote parts of 
the kingdom, and they have since been constantly engaged in the hazard 
and dangers of wars, or else under the miseries of banishment and 
imprisonment for their loyalty. The debts due to Lord Bayning and the 
Countess are now pretended to have come legally to William Smith, who 
has possessed himself of the chief part of petitioner's estates, and has sold 
and embezzled the same, and has endeavoured to swallow up several 
thousand pounds for the debt, whereas in truth he has raised vast sums of 
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money out of the manors and lands, and has more than satisfied the debts 
upon a true account. Petitioners pray that Smith and the rest of their 
creditors, who have intruded into any part of their estates by colour of any 
pretended Act of Parliament or otherwise since the late unhappy wars, may 
be summoned before their Lordships, that their accounts and the profits 
raised by them out of the estates may be stated ; and that so much of 
petitioners' lands may be sold by Act of Parliament as will satisfy their 
debts, that the remainder may be preserved for the support of their family. 
L. J., XI. 80. 
Annexed — 

1. List of many of petitioners* creditors, and others claiming 
under the creditors who now have possession of the estates. 

2. Answer of William Smith to the petition of the Earl of 
Cleveland and Lord Wentworth. 9 July, 1660. 

From the papers of Sir H. Verney, Bart. : — 

1671, Sept. 14. I hear Thin is laid siege to Lady Cleveland's daughter. 
Bucks, Ashley, Lauderdale, &c., against Cleveland, Arlington, &c. But I 
hear nothing at all of Ormond. Sir Thomas Clarges is out at all, but 
upon what aceount, except that of Coventry's nose, I wot not. p. 489b. 

1679, Nov; 19. W. Denton to Sir R. Verney. Essex is now oui of the 
Treasury ; all say he laid it down ; but they say also that else it would have 
been taken from him. Sir Stephen Fox is to succeed, and Sir James 
.... that married a Killigrew, succeeds Fox. The Duke had no great 
entertainment at York, but had of the Bishop of Durham, p. 495 b. 

1687, May 4. H. Paman to Sir R. Verney. The university business is 
put off until Saturday. They have put in their plea. Among other Acts 
they mentioned 16 Car. I., by which the high commission was taken away, 
&c. — But they said, besides, this was a temporal thing, and they 
could not have cognizance of it, who had only power in causes 
ecclesiastical. The ^eat thing now on foot is the address from the 
Church of England lor the King's kindness to them. Four of the 
Bishops have subscribed to it ; Durham, Oxford, Rochester, and 
Chester. — Winchester and Peterborough refused. — But the Bishop of 
t Lincoln has subscribed it, and sent it up and down to get hands to it. 
The address runs thus : — " Whereas in your Majesty's royal declaration, 
"lately published, you have been graciously pleased to declare that your 
" Majesty will protect and maintain the archbishops, bishops, and clergy, 
**;and all other your subjects of the Church of England in the free exercise 
of their religion, as by law established, and in the quiet and fiill enjoy- 
. , ment of all their possessions, without any molestation or disturbance 
** whatever ; we cannot but think ourselves Obliged in duty and gratitude 
*',to return your Majesty our hearty thanks for these the gracious 
expression of your kindness, and for all the former assurances of your 
royal favours to the Church of England, and humbly to express our 
• . *' loyalty, as becomes the true sons of the Church of England, and your 
" Majesty's most obedient subjects and servants." p. 504a. 

From the papers of G. A. Lowndes, Esq. : — 

( No. 394 ) n.d. Robert Barriugton to his mother. Lady Johan 
Barrington • • • » p,g, — Winchester removes to York certainly ; 
Merton to Durham ; Durham to Winchester ; Bangor is dead, and the 
doctor at Hackney hath his place ; London removes not. y. 547b. 
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The usaal monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 22ud day of February, 1893, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, Cadwallader J. Bates, V.P. being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 
i. The Right Hon. Lord Northbourne, Betteshanger, Kent. 

ii. John Richard Baumgartner of 10 Eldon Square, Newcastle. 

iii. Joseph J. Nicholson, 8 North View, Heaton, Newcastle. 

The following new books, -etc., were placed on the table. 
Presents, for which the thanks of the society were voted by acclamation : — 

From R. Oliver Heslop, the author : — '.Northumberland Words : a Gloesary of 
Words used in the Ooonty of Northumberland, and on Tyneside ' (English Dia- 
lect Society), voL I, 8vo. 

From Miss Longndge of York (daughter of Mr. Michael Longridge formerly 
of Bedlington Iron Works ): — 

i. ' Enoyelopedia, or Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences', by M. Chambers; 
printed in 1768 for Irvings ft Biehardson, bound in leather. 

ii. * An , Universal History from the Earliest Account of Time to the Present, com- 
piled from Original Authors printed for T. Osborne & others in 1744, 8 vols. 

iii. * History of the Early Put ox uie Beign of James II ', by Charles James Fox; 
printed for William Miller in 1808, 1 voL 

iv. * Sectiones Gonicae * ; Parisiis, 1686, 1 vol. 
Y. Smith's * Wealth of Nations', 4 vols. 

▼i. Lamertine's *Histoire des Oirondins ' (unbound). 
Tii. Millar's ' History of English Oovemment ' 2 vols, 
viii. Sundry wotka on the Slave Question. 
From the Rev. T. Calvert of Hove, Brighton :— 

i. The will (unsigned) of WiUiam Camaby of Halton dated 1687. 
iL * The Calcutta Gazette ; or Calcutta Public Advertiser' of Saturday, April 14th, 
1781 (No. 22). 

Exchaiiges — 

From the London & Middlesex Archaeological Society : — < East Bamet ', by 
Fred. Chas. Cass, M.A.; pt. U, 4to. Westminster, 1892. 

From the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland : — < General Index ft Index of Illus- 
trations, vols, i— xxiv, 1861-90, Proceedings of Society ', 4to. 

From the Bristol & Gloucester Archaeological Society: — TVansocttoiu for 1891-2; 
vol. XVI, pt. 2 [contains Index to Archaeological Papers published in 1891] . 

From the Royal Archaeological Institute : — The ArehaeologiealJoumal^yoi.TLix, 
Nos. 198-6. [No. 198, * Caledonian Campanology ' by Dr. Raven. No. 194, 
• Roman Inscriptions in Britain, 1890—1 ' by F. flaverfleld ( includes Binchester 
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Ollotot altar, &o.)> No. 196 some notable Bomano-British inscriptions includ- 
ing same altar. The following occorR (p. S15) in a review of Genei^ Pitt-Rivers'B 
'Excavations in Bokerly Dyke, &o., 1888-92': '..while the Great Barrier of 
Hadrian has been but scratched at— no one camp on the Barrier has h^en 
thoroughly excavated and turned up: sections oi^y have been dealt with. 
Surely the great Newcastle Society of Antiquaries might manage to do something 
more systematic and more thorough and we are glad to learn from the report of 
their last annual meeting, that they are now contemplating a commencement.*] 



From the Society of Autiquarios of London : — Proceeding*, 2d ser. vol. xiv,iii,Ap. 

28 to June 22, 1892. [Obituary notice of Dr. Bruce by the President Sir J. Evans] . 
From the British Archaeological Association : — Their Journal, vol. xLvm, pt. 4, 

Dec. 81, 1892, 8vo. [Index to Archaeological Papers for 1891]. 
From the Numismatic Society of London : — Numitmatie Ckronielei 1892, pt. iv. 

(8ser. No. 48.) 
From the Royal Irish Academy : — 

i. Todd Lecture Series ; vols, m & iv. 

(a) • The Oodex Palatino-VaticanuR by B. Macarthy, D.D., 8vo. Dublin, 1892. 

(b) 'Cath ruis na rig for boinn' with preface, Ac; also a 'TreatiHC on Irish Neuter 
Substantives', &c., by Edmund Hogan, S.J., 8vo. Dublin, 1892. 

ii. Tran$aetion$^ vol. xxx, pta. iii & iv, 4to. Dublin, 1892 & 98. 

From the Royal Society of Norway, Christiania : — NordUke Fortidsminder, pt. 2. 

( * Le grand vase de Oundestnip en Jutland by Sophius Muller ), numerous 
plates & other illustrations, 4to. 

Purchases — 

' The Reliquary ' lor January, 1893 (vol. vn, i). 

Stothard's ' Monumental Effigies of Great Britain', coloured plates, folio, 1882. 
The recommendation of the Council to subscribe for the new quarterly 
magazine ' The Illustrated Archaeologist to be edited by Mr. RomilJy Allen, 
F.S.A., was agreed to. 

Donations to the Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
voted to the donors : — 

From Col. J. W. Bentham :— A stone 2 ft. lin. long by 1 ft. 6 ins. wide with 



tiou is shewn on the next page kindly lent by Mr. Knowles. 
Mr. Heslop thought that the house in which the inscription was found, was 
of later date than the inscribed stone. The building was one of those quaint 
buildings where the upper storeys projected over the lower which did not come 
into vogue imtil the time of queen Elizabeth. The curious thing about 
buildings like the building in question is that they are wooden frameworks 
with facings of brick put in afterwards. 

Mr. J. Robinson said that about nine months ago he had fortunately seen the 
inscription in question in the cellar wall of the old house, when he interested 
the clerk of the works in it, and in this way it was saved from destrm^tion. He 
also saw and suggested to Mr. Bentham, the owner, that he should present ii to 
the society. 



inscription in relief and 
moulding around found 
in the cellar of an old 
house on the south side 
of the Side, belong- 
ing to him, which has 
been pulled down and 
rebuilt. The house is 
described in Boyle and 
Knowles's Vestiges of 
Old Newcastle, p. 4, 
where there is an illus- 
tration. This illustra- 
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Mr. Knowles, F.R I.B.A., has kindly 
supplied the following notes on the 
lioiiBe in question : — 
** Although many examples of seven- 
teenth century domesMc architecture 
have during recent years given place to 
modern requirements, Newcastle yet 
IHissesses mueli work of this period. 
The house dei)ict( d in my sketch — long 
uninhabitable— was taken down last 
year, and it is matter for regret that 
this very picturesque example is now 
numbered with those of the past. The 
projectinc; oriel was a prominent feature, 
jiud the gables formM an effective sky 
line, both w^ere pleasing and unique. 
The building wns five stories in height, 
the whole connected by a spacious oak 
staircase tea feet wide. The front room 
21 ft. 6 ioB. by 19 ft. had a square 
oriel projecting 3 ft. Of the apartments 
to the rear of the staircase I have no 
dimensions. The timbers generally 
were of oak the joists of each storey 
overhanging those below, carried over 
head fiece and sujiported by angle 
— posts about 12 ins. square. The sill 

pieces were about 12 ins. by 6 ins. and 
the intermediate struts and diagonal brnces about 6 ius. square, the spaces 
between the latter being filled in vith brickwork, and the whole faced with 
plaster stucco, probably a | plied some time after the building was erected. 
The roof was covered with pantihis. The staircase was exceedingly 
rich with spiral shaped balusters and massively moulded haudrail and 
stringboard. There wan an excellent dado and other woodwork in interior, and 
the second floor front room possessed an enriched panelled plaster ceiling of 
fair design. The fireplace of the front room on first floor had splayed and 
moulded stone jambs and head. Some measured drawings made in 1885 of 
portions of this house will be found in part 2 of the society's publication 
RemnanU of Old Newcastle-upon-Tyne ^ 
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Mr. Bobinson commnnicated to the Newcastle Daily Ghronicle of May 20tb 
1892, a note of the discovery of the tablet, and also of an old well. 

From C. W. Henzell : — An iron cannon ball, 15 ins. round, 4| ins. dia., 

fonnd between high and low water mark below Tynemouth cliffs. 
From the secretary (R. Blair) : — 

i. A small brass figure of ' Billy Purris ' 4f ins. high. 

ii. A flint pistol 16| ins. long, probably oi Turkish make. 

iii. A flint pistol lOf inches long. 

The secretary read the following letter from Mr. D. Richardson of Gateshead: — 
2 Claremont, Glaremont Place, Union Lane, Gateshead. 9th January, 1893. 
»*Dear Sir, 

In addressing this letter to you, I do so as the representative of the 
Newcastle Society of' Antiquaries, and if the following ideas which have 
occurred to me should be of any benefit to your Society I shall be very glad, 
and under such circumstances beg you will excuse my writing you. 

Tou are no doubt aware from Uie public papers that the North Eastern 
Railway Company have bought and are buying up a lot of old property to pull 
down to widen and improve their line, and also that it is in contemplation 
for another railway service running through Newcastle, also the possibility of 
a new bridge crossing the Tyne. There will consequently be a great removal 
of old property and excavations. I am of opinion that the sellers, purchasers, 
or contractors, should be in some way approached with a view to secure any 
antiquarian objects that might turn up, for deposit in your museum 
at the Black Gate. To this end a letter might in every instance be sent 
to one or the other of the parties named, as most expedient ; I attach rough 
draft of letter so as to convey my idea the better. With respect to the view- 
ing any of the old property before demolition it would be seen, first if it 
was worth photographmg. In the interior there might be found ancient 
objects such as there sometimes are, viz. Dutch tiles, Boman tiles, old locks, 
hinges, fasteuiugs or fittings, stones, mantlepieces, banisters, carvings, <&c., 
&c. The clause for the purchaser or seUer to make or sign would secure 
anything that might in the course of demolition and excavation turn up. In 
the South of England I have known the seller to have such a reservation 
against the buyer, and the purchaser the same against the contractor, with 
beneficial results, when at the time there was but a remote chance of anything 
being found. 

I am not aware of the Bules and Begulations of your learned body of 
Antiquaries, therefore trust you will kindly excuse the foregoing suggestion 
and what I now further add. 

If you have not got as a member a gentleman who is a professional 
photographer, I would suggest the election of a good willing one, who would 
be in a position to take views of old places within your sphere. I would also 
suggest that of all objects of interest shewn to the members, such as I observed 
at a late meetiug, four photographs be taken (if. possible), one for the owner or 
exhibitor, one for the museum, (to be affixed to a sheet of paper with all 
possible particulars as to itself, with name of owner and date recorded there- 
under; these sheets could be kept and when enough, bound into volumes or 
go with the Society's transactions ), one in duplicate for the museum, and 
the last to send to the Society in Londou (they could be increased or 
decreased in number according to circumstances). In cases where a paper 
was read on the object, the copy could be fixed thereto for the reader, also for 
the copy or copies for the museum or sent out to the members. As 
many old buildings are demolished and things of antiquarian interest 
lost, these rough ideas are respectfully submitted for your respectful con- 
sideration by Your most obedient Servant, David Bobinson. 
Bobert Blair, Esq., F.S.A., South Shields." 
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The following is the letter suggested by Mr. Bobinson : — 

Black Gate Masenm, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1893. 

«* Dear Sir, 

I am desired by the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries to ask your 

permission to look over your property which you are selling to the 

to see if there is anything of an antiquarian nature 

that you might generously present to the above museum ; and if you would 
kindly make with the purchasers the condition as at foot, on our behalf in 
case anything of a like nature should turn up in the pulling down or excava- 
tions that may be made, we shall esteem it a favour and any objects secured 
thereby will be deposited in your name. 

Your obedient Servant, , Secretary. 

Mr. Bobert C. Clephan read the second portion of his paper on, ' The Hanseatic 
Confederation, with special reference to the rise and progress of the English 
factories and trading connection with Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

The thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. Clephan by acclamation. 

The paper will be printed in extemo in the Archaeologia Aeliana. 

Mr. Oadwallader J. Bates, Y.P. then commenced to read his paper on 
* Flodden *. He traced the course of the battle by the aid of lantern slides. 
As there was not time to finish the reading it was unanimously resolved to adjourn 
the meeting until Wednesday the 8th March, at seven o'clock in the evening, to 
enable him to read the entire paper. 

The reading of the other papers announced for this meeting, ' The Descent 
of the Manor of Haltwhistle * by the Bev. C. E. Adamson, * On an old barrow 
found in pit workings at Whorlton near Walbottle ' by James F. Bobinson, and 
on ' Yew trees in Churchyards ' by S. Hitching, was deferred until the next 
monthly meeting of the society. 



The adjourned meeting of the society was held in the library of the Castle 
Newcastle, an Wednesday the 8th day of March, 1893, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, Alexander S. Stevenson, Y.P., being in the chair. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. WUiam Bowstead Dickinson, Healey Hall, Biding Mill-on-Tyne. 

ii. Edmund James Hall, 9 Prior Terrace, Tynemouth. 

iii. George Bowell, 100 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle. 

iv. James Bichardson Spensley, Belle Vue house. Gray Boad, Sunderland. 

The following new books, Ac, were placed on the table : — 

Presents — For which the thanks of the society were voted : — 

From the Bev. T. Calvert : — Berw. Nat. Club Trarua^tiotUt vol. ix & vol. v, i. 
From B. C. Clephan: — ^Berw. Nat. Club Transactions, yoI. xi, parts 1 & 2. 

Exhibited : — 

By B. N. Bedmayne : — ^A claymore with andrba febbaba, and a wolf — 
the mark of Solingen — engraved on each side of blade. The sword is 
said to have belonged to Sir John Fenwick. 

By B. Bliur (secretary) : — 

i. The rubbing of a * long-cross ' penny of Henry III., discovered recently 
near Bishop Auckland. It appears to have been double struck, two 
limbs of the cross of the reverse being beneath the head on the obverse. 
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giving the kio^ the appearance of having long mustaches, while the bottom 
part of the face is on the reverse, making the cross the * tau ' form, 
ii. The bronze figure and a drawing of the Boman inscription discovered at 
South Shields on the 3rd of. March. 



The secretaiy ( Mr. Blair ) reported that on the morning of Friday the 2ud 
March, while workmen were excavating for the foundations of an addition to the 
Baring Street schools of the South Shields School Board, they unearthed a fine 
inscribed slab of the Boman period, measuring 4 ft. 10 ins. long, by 3 ft. 3 iua. 
thick, surrounded by characteristic mouldings 5 ins. wide. Ui^ortunately it is 
broken into three pieces. The inscription on the slab , consisting of eight lines, is 
however quite perfect, except that the word * Alexander ' at the end of the third 
line has been purposely erased in Boman times, probably on the murder of 
the emperor. Other examples of this occur, for instance in an inscription from 
Ben well now in the Black Gate museum*. The letters of the top line are 4^ ins. 
long, in the last 2^ ins., and in the intermediate lines 3 ins. There are many 
ligatured letters. The illustration of it opposite is one-twelfth the size of the 
original. Expanded the inscription reads: — Imp{erator) Cae8(ar) divi Severi I 
nepos divi Magni AntoniniJil{iu8) \ M{arcti$) Aurel(iu8) Severw [Alexander] \ 
piu8 felix aug{u8tii8) pontif(ex) inax{imu8) trih{unicia) pot{estate) p{ater) 
p(atriae) co(n)8(ul) aquam \ tteibu8 mil{itum) coh{orti8) V. (quintae) GaUo{rum) 
in I dttxit cura(nte) Mario Valeriana \ leg{ato) eiu8 pr(o)pr{aetore)t which may 
be Englished: — *The Emperor Caesar Marcus Aurelins Severus [Alexander] pious, 
happy, august, high priest, with tribunitial power, father of his country, consul, 
grandson of the deified Severus, son of the deified Antoninus the Great, led water 
into [the camp] for the use of the fifth cohort of Gauls under the direction of 
Marius Valerianus his legate, propraetor *. Whence the water came which was 
led into the camp cannot now be made out, though probably from Westoe or 
Harton, one or two miles to the south. There is still on the slope of the 
bank to the east of the station a spring of pure water, which, before the days of 
the Water Company, supplied the whole neighbourhood with water. Very 
curiously the work was done under the direction of the same Marius Valerianus 
as the rebuilding in A.D. 221 of a structure at Chesters which had become 
ruinous through age (Lapid. Sept. No. 121 ; G.I.L.^ vii, 585) and the erection 
of a basilica at Netherby for exercising horses ( Lapid. Sept. 77^ ; CI.L.^ vn, 
965) A.D. 222, when Severus Alexander was consul for the first time in which year 
also he became emperor. The South Shields inscription is of the same date as 
this. Other records of the cohort in question have been discovered within the 
station, consisting of many tiles bearing the letters C. V. G, a fragment of an 
altar of which the only portion of the inscription remaining are the letters 
[CO] H V GaL** and some lead seals. At the same time and place was found 
a bronze figure 3i ins. high, apparently of Jupiter though it cannot be said 
positively as the upper part is much oxidyzed. A few coins have been found, 
amongst them a third brass of Magnentius. 

As to the manner in which these commemorative tablets were used, 
we are told that when a person, a town, a corporation, or an emperor caused 
a structure destined for the use of all or even some only, to be raised or repaired, 
they were accustomed to engrave on a prominent part of the monument an 
inscription destined to keep in memory him or them to whom was due the con- 
struction or reparation of the edifice. In early times these inscriptions were 
very simple, but later they became more ornate. The titles, <fec., of the person 
who elevates the monument is put in the nominative, as in this case, followed 
generally by an accusative pointing out the nature of the construction f . 

♦ See Arch. Ael. XII, p. 80. ♦* Ibid. X, p. 246. 

+ Cagnat Cours d^Epigraphie Latine. 
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UOMAN FIGURE OP BRONZE POUND AT THE ROMAN STATION, SOUTH J?HIEI.7)a. 

( full size ). 
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Severus Alexander was assassinated with his mother A.D. 234 ( A.U.C. 987 ), 
when only little more than twenty-nine years old, after reigning thirteen and 
three-quarter years. He was one of the most virtuous of the Boman emperors, 
but he had his defects, for the purity of his manners degenerated into rigidity, 
his love of justice into hardness, and his severe firmness towards the soldiers 
into pride and cruelty. The people regretted him and the senate placed him 
amongst the gods. Amongst other peculiarities of his character he collected in 
his oratory the images of Abraham, Orpheus, Apollonins and Christ ; he even 
wished to put Christ in the rank of divinities whom he adored*. 



Mr. Cadwallader J. Bates, a vice-president of the society, read his paper on 
* Flodden Field.' So many members had assembled that the room was much 
crowded. * Nothing could have been clearer than the manner in which Mr. 
Bates traced the position of the contending armies, and the diagrams shown 
were full of instruction and must have helped those who witnessed them to 
realise more vividly and particularly than before the various localities through 
which the armies passed. The lecture, moreover, was not without its amusing 
side. The English army was shown on the diagrams by red patches of ink ; 
on one of these the ink had run from the top to the bottom, upon observing 
which Mr. Bates stated that it was a mistake, and reminded him in appearance 
of some of the placards that were issued during the recent Gateshead election. 
Another diagram bore the word ' Home * in one corner, and quite a number of 
red dots appeared to be leaving the English army and hastening towards it. 
These, Mr. Bates was sorry to say, were the men of Tynemouth and of Bam- 
burghshire, who deserted at first sight of the Scots, and who probably robbed 
the English camp on their way home.* The paper was illustrated by the aid of a 
Umelight lantern. 

Mr. Bates said the Battle of Flodden, or Battle of Branxton Moor, 
fought originally between James IV. of Scotland and the earl of Surrey on 
September 9th, 1513, was again fought over in the middle of the present century 
between Bobert White, an eminent member of this society, and the Bev. 
Robert Jones, Vicar of Branxton. Mr. White's account of the battle was one 
of the most valuable papers ever printed in our Archaeologia, but an unfortunate 
lack of notes and references deprived it of the highest scientific value. Still 
more recently Dr. Hodgkin had so gracefully dealt with the general history of 
the campaign! , that he (Mr. Bates) could pass almost straight on to the 
battle itself. His object would be to illustrate, and not to controvert, and he 
would give them as clear and plain a narrative of the events around Flodden as 
was possible. The first thing they turned to for accounts of a battle were the des- 
patches of the victorious general, and there were fortunately two despatches of Surrey 
ext&nt, though it took some trouble to verify them. The next source of inform- 
ation to which they looked was the news-letter, which was the forerunner of the 
special correspondent, and we could turn to the contemporary pamphlet printed 
by Richard Fawkes. Flodden, as soon as it was fought, was seized on by the 
poets : an Italian broke out in a poem on ' The Overthrow of the Scots,' which 
contained exceptionally good information. James IV. crossed the Tweed near 
Coldstream on th^ 22nd of August, 1513, his object being to assist the French by 
diverting the attention of the English northwards. The Scottish king, on the 
29th of August, captured Etal and Ford, and waited at Ford casile for Surrey's 
advance, and it was not long before he was convinced that his idea in sending 
their army to Flanders, the English had only left their mass-priests and millers 
at home, was a wrong one. Surrey mustered his levies at Newcastle on the 1st 
of September, and went on to Alnwick, and afterwards to Bolton, where he 
broke his army into two divisions, remaining himself with the rear guard. 

* Cohen, MedailU* Imperiales, 2nd ed., pp. 400—1. 
+ Arehaeologia Aeliatia, vol. XVI, p. 1. 
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There conld be no doubt, judging from contemporary evidence, that the strength 
of the English was not 30,0(90, as generally stated, bat in reality 40,000, 
whilst the 80,000 Scots were really no more than 60,000. The EngUsh sent a 
challenge to James, and took up their position at Barmoor, which was four 
miles from Flodden. The condition of the English soldiers was pitiable indeed. 
There had been no fine weather ; it had been cold, and they had nothing to 
drink excepting water. The Scots, on the contrary, were well provided for. 
They slept on feather beds, the officers drank their wine from silver cups, 
whilst the soldiers were given beer in plenty. Surrey advanced from Barmoor 
and crossed the Till at and near Twizel bridge. Thence they proceeded south- 
ward, and assumed various positions, which the lecturer proceeded to give in 
detail. The battle itself took place at the foot of Branxton hill. At the very 
first boom of the Scottish artillery, the men of Tynemouth and Bamburghshire, 
commanded by lord Dacre, took to their heels. The men of Cheshire, 
who had grumbled very much at being under the command of Sir Edmund 
Howard, afterwards said of Dacre, * He fled at the first breath, and we followed 
after.' A regular stampede took place of the whole of the right wing of the 
English army. Dacre rallied his men, and made a successful charge, and thus 
dispersed the Scottish borderers, but seeing the discomfiture of Sir Edmund 
Howard, king James cried * They flee ! they flee 1 follow fast ! ' and without 
waiting for his rear guard, rushed down the hill and charged into Surrey's 
battalion. Had James kept his head in this crucial moment the victory 
would have been with the Scots, but it was through the flight of the men of 
Tynemouth and Bamburghshire that the king lost his head, and changed the 
position of afhirs, which resulted in the victory of the English. The lecturer 
described the various movements which followed the attack by James, explaining 
how Sir Edward Stanley's men attacked the rear guard, and was the means of 
the Scots being utterly routed. The iron gauntlets were still on the king 
when he was found, and one account said that he lived for an hour. He was 
removed to the nearest church, which would be Branxton. The king's sword 
was still preserved at London. It bore a motto which in English meant, 
* Hope is the comfort of commanders.' King James had unfortunately placed 
all his hope in the French captains, of whom there were eight at the head of 
each division of his army. Of the Scots there were 11,000 slain ; of the 
English probably 4,000. 

At the close of the paper the chairman proposed that the best thanks of the 
members be given to Mr. Bates, and this was seconded by Mr. Dendy. 

Mr. J. Pattison Gibson took exception, as a Northumbrian, to Mr. Bates's 
statement that the men of Tynemouth and Bamburghshire ran away at the first 
brush and with them the Cheshire men. He pointed out that the Northumbrians 
being light armed horsemen who acted more as scouts, and had been on the 
road from fourteen to fifteen hours, were in no condition to meet the heavily 
armed Scots. 

Mr. Bates replied that unfortunately the Northumbrians in question had the 
Cheshire men under Sir Edmund Howard between them and the Scots. Their 
flight was also meutioned by lord Dacre himself. History could no longer 
be sacrificed to sentiment ; but he had endeavoured himself to show that Uie 
victory was won by the conduct of the men of Tynemouth and Bamburgh. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and carried by acclamation. 

The meeting thus concluded. 
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The usaal monthly meeting of the society w&a held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 29th day of March, 1893, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, Mr. J. Philipson, vice-president, being in the chair. 

An account of 15/1 to the Direct-photo Engraving Co. for process blocks was, 
on the recommendation of the Gonncil, ordered to be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected: — 
i. Rev. Samuel Pearson, Percy Park, Tynemouth. 
ii. William Arthur Smith, Commercial Chambers, South Shields. 
The following new books, etc., were placed on the table. 
Presents^ for which the thanks of the society were voted : — 

From Prof. Zangemeister, Hon. Member, Heidelberg : — ZAmesblatt No 8 
(10 Mar./98). 

Exchanges — 

From the Derbyshire Archaeological & Natural History Society : — Journal, 

Yol. XV, 1898, 8vo., illastrations. 
From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — 

Aarbogerfor Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Hutorie ; set. 2, vol. 7, pts. 8 & 4, 8to. 
From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society :— Proceeding* & Communieatiom, 

No. zxxiii, being No. 8 of vol. vn, 8vo. 
From the Shropshire Archaeological & Nature^ History Society : — 

Tratuaetions ; 2ncl ser., vol. v, pt. i, 8vo., plates. Shrewsbury. 
From La Soci6t6 d'Arch6ologie de Bruxelles : — Annales, vol. vn, pt. iii, 8vo. 

Donations to the Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
voted to the donors : — 

From Barron Ebdy of Durham : — Three stone weights used for weighing tow 
and hemp at Durham up to the year 1892. The two largest are round 
and measure 11 ins. high by 8 ins. across the bottom, the smallest is 
square and is 10 ius. high by 6 ins. by 4 ins. at the bottom. The two 
larger weigh about 32 tbs. each, the smaller 16 lbs. 

From Thomas May : — 

i. A stone celt from North America, 
ii. An iron cruzie from the north of Scotland. 

From R. Blair : — A poacher's flint-lock gun in three pieces — butt end, lock 
and barrel — for the pocket, made by a Newcastle maker, Mr. Johnson, 
whose business card engraved by Bewick informs us that ' Johnson near 
the Post office Newcastle makes all sorts of Sportsmens Instruments, 
Guns, Pistols <fec. Treble strong gunpowder, FUnts of all sizes &c.' 
The card is surmounted by the royal arms. Johnson died about fifty 
years ago. This information has been kindly supplied by 'Mr. Gibson 
the obliging warder of the castle. 
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Exhibited : — 

By Prof. Leboar : — A stone from Eyans bay, Wellington, New Zealand, worn 

into a weapon-like form by the trituration of sand. 
By Maberly Phillips : — A curious nodule of ironstone 2 ins. by 2 ins. by 1 in., 

found in a bum «t Horsley-on-Tyne. It has a sort of projecting tongue 

which moves but will not come out. 

The secretary read the following extract from a letter from the Rev. E. J. 
Taylor relating to some discoveries of medieval remains made during the 
reparation of the old church at Hartlepool, for which he was thanked : — 

" During the restoration of our parish church tower, an interesting thirteenth 
century grave-cover has been discovered built up in the inside of 
the tower and used for the top of an Early English lancet window. I enclose 
a photograph of the grave-cover on which is incised a medieval ship. I think 
this is unique. I have never seen or heard of one on a grave-cover before. 
Hartlepool was tJie sea-port of the county of Durham in the middle ages. It 
furnished five ships and one hundred and forty-five men to Edward III for 
the siege of Calais, 1347 ; and sent its share of ships to the fleet to meet the 
Spanish Armada. The other early incised slab is probably that of a 
child. On the right hand side of the cross is what appears to be a bottle, 
probably to represent a chrismatory." 

The secretary (Blair) read a paper by the Rev. C. E. Adamson on the 
Descent of the Manor of Haltwhistle " which will appear in extenso in the 
Archaeologia Aeliana. 

The thanks of the society were voted to Mr. Adamson for his paper. 

Mr. James F. Robinson next read some notess On an old barrow found in 
pit workings at Whorlton near Walbottle " : — 

Possibly the first method of conveying the coal to the outlet of the pit 
that was employed was the taking into the workings of baskets, and carrying 
these out when filled. A basket is perhaps the best shape of anything to carry 
articles in that would suggest itself, for the rc^ason that this form combines 
the greatest amount of strength and durability with the least possible weight. 
Baskets would probably then be used to bring the coals out. But how could 
these baskets, or as they came to be called afterwards corves, be most easily 
brought out. Obviously the common way of carrying baskets — that is on the 
heads or the shoulders — would not answer in this case on accoimt of the lowness 
of the seams. They would doubtless be considered most easily brought out by 
being kept well down. Carrying them on the arm would be a laborious and 
an iuconveniisnt method for much the same reasons. * Sledding ' as it was 
called was resorted to in many cases. This was effected by laying planks 
along the floor of the mine and placing a sort of cradle on them to carry the 
corves or baskets of coals. This cradle carrying the corf was either pushed or 
pulled along by a man or a boy, sometimes by a man pulling it by means of a rope 
and the boy pushing behind. Such a boy was called a * foal But it would 
soon be se. n that an improvement could be affected in transit if some kind of a 
wheeled carriage could be introduced. Although sledding was in vogue until 
the last century as we find the te rm still used then, yet it is quite i ossible that 
the word ' sledding ' may have continued in use long after the introduction of 
wheeled carriages. The photograph of an old barrow now shewn, illustrates 
what is possibly one of the very earliest inventions of a means of bringing coal 
to either the bottom of a shaft or to the outside of a drift. The barrow was 
found in opening out an old working in connection with a new colliery 
at Whorlton near Walbottle in Northumberland. How long it may 
have lain there there are no means of knowing, but from the method of its 
construction it is supposed to be from three to four hundred years old. It 
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has been constrncted without a single piece of iron. The wheel, which is 
composed of fonr sections or felloes, is simply fastened together by the ends of 
the two cross arms or spokes being morticed through the felloes. There were no 
signs of there ever having been iron hoops on it. The axle ends or runner had 
been made of wood, thought by the engineer of the colliery to be pieces of hazel 
rod let in. The felloes seemed to appearance to have been holly tree. The sides 
of the barrow were thought to be oak, and not to have ever been sawn but simply 
split and dressed down to the required thickness. They were held together by 
the two ends tenoned and let into mortice holes made in the sides and pinned on 
the outsides. It had no bottom nor did it appear ever to have had one. On 
the tops of the two sides were planks to be seen with a little chamfering made to 
receive the basket, these had been worn by the basket resting on them. 
There were no feet on ; those that appear on the photograph were temporarily 
put on at the time of photographing it. I had the offer of it for the Antiquarian 
Society, but the action of the air soon caused it to fall to pieces. Barrows were 
probably used in early mining times, as the planks used to sled or to walk on in 
the ways, were still in the memory of the writer called barrow- way planks. This 
is the only instance I have known of one of these barrows having been discovered. 
This barrow was probably in use prior to the introduction of trams and tram* 
ways. The earliest trams were simply those with very narrow wheels, which 
ran on metal rails with an |_ shaped section : the wheel travelling on the flat 
surface and kept on the way by the upright portion. The sides of these trams 
were slightly hollowed to fit the bottoms of the corf. In these times the corf 
was lifted on and off the trams at the bottom and top of the shaft, and was 
drawn to the top by means of a strong iron bow over the top of it and suspended 
by a hook to the rope. After this, the introduction of square tubs to each of 
which is attached a tra or bogey, brought the improvement of the cage, on to 
which the tra or tub is run on or run off at the bottom or top of the shaft. Then 
we got double cages bringing up two tubs at a time ; this being still further 
improved on by cages bringing up four or more tubs at once. The shape of 
the rail and wheel has been altered also, the flange being on the wheel now 
instead of on the rail.* 

Mr. W. L. Charlton hoped that Mr. Robinson had made full enquiries into 
the genuineness of the barrow in question, or if not that he would, as he had 
only heard this day that the old man who threw it down the pit was still alive, 
and bad boasted that some day its discovery would be considered a good find. 

Dr. Embleton read the following note on the discovery of human bones made 
March 14th, 1893, during the trenching operations on the town moor, Newcastle, 
opposite Nos. 11 & 12 North Terrace : — 

•* Walking by the side of the diggings for tree planting, my attention was 
drawn to something that had been thrown up and looked hke a bone ; this, on 
examination after the removal of the encrusting soil, proved to be the left radius of 
a human arm ; and within a few feet of the same spot I found two broken scapulae, 
a rib and a metacarpal bone (the second). The radius, the metacarpal and one 
of the scapulae, and perhaps the rib had once formed parts of the left side of a 
iemale adult skeleton. One of the men digging at the spot said he had seen 
another bone which he thought was a shin bone. The bones, of which the 
radius and metacarpal are shown, must have been many years in the ground as 
they are somewhat corroded and decayed. The soil was principally of clay 
and had been previously disturbed. No history of the bones, nothing of wood 
to point to a coffin having enclosed the bones, and no answer to an inquiry how 
did the bones get there '\ 

The secretary (Blair) read the following letter from the Rev. Dr. Hooppell on 
a holy water stoup at St. Andrew's Auckland church which had been fashioned 
oot of a Roman altar 

** 13 March, 1893. Byers Green Rectory, via Spennymoor. 

Dear Mr. Blair, 

I send you photos, of a medieval benatura made out of a Roman altar. It 
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was dag up some years ago in the chorchyard of St. Andrew, Anckland. 
Where it lay hid I do not know, but I understand it has been above ground 
for the last thirty years, but I do not remember ever to have seen it until 
quite lately. 

In bishop Lightfoot's time it did duty as a font in the mission church at 
Fylands Bridge, but bishop Westcott understanding that it had been brought 
from South church caused it to be returned thither some two or three months 
back. 

It is now in the nave of South church standing near a pillar. 

Bishop Westcott also detected that it had been in all probability a Boman 
altar before it was a holy water stoup. Bishop Neville ( 1487-1467) or some 
member of the Neville family appears, judging from the arms on the front 
beneath the basin, to have been the converter. 

All trace of the original inscription on the altar, if it was an altar*, has 
gone ; but there are other instances of inscriptions having been apparently 
intentionally erased from Boman altars, and Uie surface of the stone smooth- 
ed over afterwards. 

I remain. Very faithfully yours, R. E. Hooppell." 

The secretary also read the following letter addressed to William Maudlen one 
one of the members, by S. Kitching, relating to yew trees in churchyards : 
»* Dear Mr. Maudlen, 4 Upper Gray St., Edinburgh, 24 Jan., 1893. 

At the reading of a recent paper on * Bows and Arrows ' before the Anti- 
quarian Society, Mr. J. P. Gibson of Hexham made a statement that * Bo bin 
Goodfellow ' in the Weekly Chronicle of Saturday last confirmed. He said 
that probably everybody knew * that yew trees were ordered by statute to be 
planted in churchyards so as to keep up the supply of wood for the making of 
bows *. As I take great interest in reading old statutes, can you get to 
know for me the date of the act. I have sought in vain from the time 
of Henry III to the time of Cromwell. In 1307, in the very hey-day of 
archery, a law was made by Edward I relating to trees in churchyards. It 
runs thus : — * Because we do uudersta d, that controversies do ofttimes grow 
between Parsons of churches and their parishioners, touching trees growing 
in the churchyard, both of them pretending that they do belong unto them- 
selves. We have thought it good rather to decide this controversy by writing, 
than by statute. Forasmuch as a Churchyard that is dedicated, is the soil of 
a Church, and whatsoever is planted belongetb to the soil, it must needs follow 
that those trees which be growing in the Churchyard, are to be reckoned 
amongst the goods of the Church, the which laymen have no authority to dis- 
pose, but as the Holy Scripture doth testify, the charge of them is committed 
only to Priests to dispose of . . And yet seeing those trees be 
often planted to defend the force of the wind from hurting of the Church, 
we do prohibit the Parsons of the Church, that they do not presume to fell 
them down inadvisedly, but when the chancel of the Church doth want necess- 
ary reparations. Neither sht^l they be converted to any other use except the 
body of the Church doth need hke repair. In which case the Parsons of their 
charity shall do well to relieve the Parishioners with bestowing upon them 
the same trees, which we will not command to be done, but we will commend 
it when it is done You will see by the above that to put the wood which 
grew in a churchyard to any secular use was absolutely forbidden. 

I am, my dear Mr. Maudlen, yours faithfully, S. Kitching. 

The following letter from Septimus Oswald one of the members, relating to 
the disappearance from Heaton Park of the tombstone of Abigail Tyzack which 
was formerly there, was read : — 

* The arms on the front are a saltire with two annuletn interlinked in the centre for 
bishop Neville. The mouldings and the form show clearly that it had been a Roman altar. 
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Holy Water Stoup, St. Andrews Auckland Church, 
made from a Roman Altar. 
( See opposite page. ) 
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" NewcaBtle-upon-Tyne, March 29/1893, 
The Secretaries, Society of Antiquaries, N/castle, 

Dear Sirs, I beg to call the attention of the society to the following matter. 
Many, if not all the members will be aware that an old grave-stone has lain on a 
bank-side in the Armstrong Park, Jesmond, for many years past. It has had 
a curious history. It was erected somewhere in Gateshead about 1679, had 
been brought by some means to St. Anthony's, Newcastle, laid in a garden 
there belonging to a Captain Lambton, and there seen and noted by Brand. 
It then served as a doorstep and was discovered by a masou during repairs 
about fifty years ago. It was then removed to what was at that time the 
property of a Mr. Sewell and which now forms the middle one of the three parks 
of Jesmond dene, Armstrong and Heaton. After lying on the sward for, I 
believe, 50 years or thereabouts, it has disappeared. What has become of it T 
Aid. Newton (Chairman of the * Parks Committee ') does not know, and 
beyond referring me to a ' Sub-committee ' does not appear to care. This 
* Sub-committee,' has not condescended to answer my inquiry. I therefore 
ask the Antiquarian Society to investigate the matter and prevent the destruc- 
tion or concealment of the stone. The stone dates from 1679. It is to the 
memory of 'Abigail Tyzack.' The late James Clephan wrote two papers in 
connection with this stone . Both are printed in the Archaeologia A eliana, vol. 
VIII, pp. 108 and 222. The history of the stone requires reference to St. 
Mary's church, Gateshead, Wallsend old churchyard. Glass-making on the 
Tyne, the Edict of Nantes and the Revocation thereof, and many other 
matters. Can anything (or nothing) be done to save this Uttle monument of 
antiquity ? Yours truly, S. Oswald." 

The secretary was instructed to ask the City Council of Newcastle what had 
became of the tombstone in question.* 
The meeting then concluded. 



MISCELLANEA. 

The following are copies of documents in the possession of Mr. J. C. Brooks, 
a vice-president of the society : — 

Sal. in Chro' Conceminge the receipt of that parte of my revenew, due at 
m'tinmas last, togeliier wth the perquisites of Com-ts wtbin my severall 
liberties I have receaved as by yor Ires and my acquittances may appeare 
but farr shorte of that web I vnderstande is due, and wch my Lord Grace 
my Predecessor as I perceave by his Lo^PP hath receaved so as what 
remaineth I would have you amongst yorselves to cast vpp, and to call before 
yon all Officers whoe are accomptante and by conference wtb my Sollicitor 
for any composicons or profittes, by him taken to my vse to make vpp a 
perfect accompt, that I may vnderstande, where any default is in not con- 
cludeinge of my auditt that some present course may bee taken, if neede 
bee, by the advise of my Channcello' and my other officers and yorselves 
how those arrerages may bee upeedel.v levyed least by my sufferance at the 
first they presume to bee more negligent thereafter in payements or pensions 
whatsoever aud of such Beceipts and Accompts to make perticular Bolles, 
as hath beene accustomed for the better preservacou of the prerogative of 
that Sea to succest^ion and ^eall of other persons, for yo' better informacon 
whoe in their severall offices ou.<]rht to doe the like, that the same soe beinge 
peifitbd may bee delyvered over to bee kept in the treasury of the Excheqr 
And for such Bennts as were stayed and are yett vupayde I have geven 
direcons to my Sollicitor to inform you wch of them you shall receave and 
such money as shall remaine to bee due vnto mee, soe somuch as I doubt I 
shall not retourue before Easter next I praye you take order to bee conveyed 
vnto mee or to my brother Edwarde James in the Olde Jury wth so con- 
vpsient expedicon as you can and thus not doubtinge of yor fidelities and 
* The stone in question has since the meeting been replaced. 
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good cares touchinge the premisses wih my very harty Com'endacons vnto 
yorselves and both yor wyves I betake yon both to the protection of the 
Allmightie at Duresme bowse in Strainde viijvo martij 1606 
Your very lovinge frende 
W : Duresme 

To my very lovinge frends 
and officers Mr. Symon 
Corny n, and Mr Hughe 
Wryght at Duresme 
giue these 



New Castle By The Comn for Compounding with Delinqts Septemr 27o 1649 
vpou Tyue 

Whereas by one Act of Parliamt of ye second of March 1648 & by another 
Act of the 9tb of Aprill, 1649 : This Comittee or any five of them are 
Authorized to discharge The estates of any such Delinqts who haviuge had 
ffines sett upon them by this Comittee shall satisfy the whole sume soe 
imposed, which discharge is by the said Acts declared to be effectuall for 
themselves their heires & Assignes for soe much as they Compounde for, 
And whereas Thomas Bowes of Streetlam in the County of Durham 
Esq' hath accordingly satisfied the whole surae or ffine wc^ was imposed 
on him, & hath applied himselfe to this Comittee for a full discharge there- 
upon It is therefore ordered, that the Sequestration of the said Tho : Bowes 
his estate according to the p'ticuler & valine hereof form'ly retoumed from 
this Committee wth his Letters of snspention, shall be from henceforth 
cleerely, ftdly & absolutely freed discharged from Sequestration And the 
said Thomas Bowes admitted to the possession thereof and to receiue & 
euioy all the Bents & profitts of the same and to dispose of it, or any part 
thereof as freely and fully as at any tyme before the Sequestration hee might 
or could haue done, And that he bee noe further pceeded against, molested, 
or troubled, in the way of Sequestration for any delinquency charged vpon 
him for anything said or done in relation to the Late warrs against the 
Parliamt notwithstanding said Thomas Bowes shall not pduce a pardon in 
fiforme nor any pticular ordnance or Act for his discharge 




To the Comittee & Seq»« of thej 
County Durham 

<fe sdl others whom it may Concern* 
Ant Pearson 
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The Qsual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 26th day of April, 1893, at seyen 
o*clock in the evening, Mr. John Philipson, one of the vice-presidents, being in 
the chair. 

The following new membebs were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. J. W. Bentham, Bentham's Baildmgs, Newcastle. 

ii. W. Rimciman, Fernwood House, Newcastle.) 

iii. Henry White, Walker Colliery, Walker-on-Tyne. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Present — 

From Robert Blair : — < niastrations of the Remains of Roman Art in Cirencester, the 
site of Ancient Coriniam by Buckman & Newmarch, 4to. cloth, plates. 1851. 

Exchanges — 

From the Royal Academy of History & Antiquities, Stockholm, Sweden : — 

1. ' Antiqnarisk Tidskrift for Sverige*. 2-6(1-8); 6-9(1-8); 10(1-6); U(l-4); 
12(1-4); Bvo. 

ii. * Akademiens Mandablad * 6 vols. (1885—90), 8vo. Stockhohn, 1886-92. 

iii. ' Teckningar or Svenska Statens Historiska Museum parts 1 — 8, ser. V, fine 
plates, 4to. Stockholm, 1872-88. 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — 

i ' Bibliography of the Athapascan Languages % by James Constantine Pilling, 8vo., 
1892. 

ii. ' Smithsonian Report, U.S. Museum, 1890.' 8yo. cloth. 

iii. ' Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 1885-6.* 4to. 

iy. 'U.S. Geographical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region, 
Contributions to North American Ethnology *, vol. vn. I^rge 8vo. 
From the Royal Irish Academy : — * Transactions', vol xxx, pts. i. ( ' On the tumuli 
and inscribed stones at New Grange, Dowth and Enowth ', by Geo. Coffey ) ; and 
ii. ('On an Ogam Inscription supposed to bear an Anglo-Saxon name ', by the 
Right Rev. 0. Graves, D.D. ). 4to., plates. 

Purchases — 

* The Antiquary ' and • The Reliquary ' for April 1898. 

* The Gartularium Saxonionm ', pts. xxxi & xxxii. (Mar./98). 

* Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall ', vol. ix, pt. i. (Ootr./86). 

The ' Mittheilungen ' of the Imperial German Archaeological Institute, 4to., plates. 
The ' Jahrbnoh ' of the same, vol. vm, 1898, pt. i. 

Donations to thb Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
Toted to the donors : — 
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From Middleton Band of Hauxley : — A hank of flax. 

From the Walbottle Goal Oo. : — The wooden wheel of the barrow discovered 
in some old coal workings at Walbottle (see pp. 20 & 21). 

Exhibited : — 

By R. Cecil Hedley :— 

i. A very perfect and oniqae bronze dagger of Irish type ( 5| ins. long, 
fins, wide at widest part), with socket and rivet hole; fonnd at 
Dissington. 

ii. The fragment of an ancient sword foond at Dalton Mill, similar to that 
discovered near Bothbnry and figored on page 2 of this volnme of the 
Ftocttdingt, 

iii. A bronze donble handled drinking cup said to have been foond near 

Bremenium. 

iv. A bronze palstave ; and a socketed and looped spear head (6^ ins. long, 

blade 1\ ins. wide at widest part ) ; both from Bedewater. 
By Charles James Speuce : — A celt of schist ( 7i ins. long and 2 ins. wide at 
broad end) from Palaznolo (akpai) in the island of Sicily. 

The Council recommended the following for adoption by the society : — 
i. The exchange of publications with the Boyal Academy of History and 
Antiquities (* Eongl. Vitterhets Historic och Antiquitets Akademien '), 
Stockholm, Sweden, 
ii. The holding of two country meetings of the society this year, viz. : — one 
(a) At Blanchland on Friday the 16th June, leaving Newcastle by the 
9-50 a.m. train for Biding Mill, proceeding thence in carriages. The 
other 

(h) In North Tynedale on Wednesday the 16th August, leaving the 
Central station, Newcastle, by train at 10-20 a.m. for Hexham, 
proceeding thence in vehicles by Warden and Humshaugh to Hanghton 
castle, from there by Wark and Wark bridge to Chipchase castle, 
returning to the * George Inn \ Chollerford, for dinner in the evening., 
iii. The refusal of all offers of hospitality. 

The recommendations of the Council were agreed to unanimously. 

The Council having recommended the incorporation of the Society, 

Mr. Clephan moved * That, as recommended by the Council, the Society o( 
Antiquaries of Newcastle be incorporated and that the secretary be empowered 
to give effect to the resolution.* Mr. Clephan said at present the society had 
no locus standi, that is it cannot sue or be sued, give evidence in any 
ordinary law court, or before the House of Commons, hold any property without 
trustees, or take any legal action in the case of stolen property. It cannot 
petition, memoriaUze, or attach any corporate seal to any document. It is 
remarkable that such an important society as ours has so long abstained from 
taking advantage of the Companies Acts of 1862-1890. The Society of 
Antiquaries obtained a special charter when it was formed, above a century 
since. The Boyal Archaeological Institute w;is incorporated about six years 
ago, and the Yorkshire Archaeological Society this year. I i our town we found 
it necessary to have our Chamber of Commerce incorporated in 1875, and the 
Tyneside Geographinl Society went through the process in 1891. The cost 
would be small, about £30— r&ther under than over I believe — the items 
consisting of registration fee, barrister's fee, advertising in the local papers, 
submitting list of members and articles of association to the Board of 
Trade, &c. 

The motion after being secon led by Mr. Holmes was put to the meeting and 
carried nem. con. 
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The secretary ( Mr. Blair ) announced that the Council had decided to go on 
with the publication of the supplement to the Lapidarium Septentrionle^ for 
the printing of which they had had estimates before them. 

The secretary reported that as directed he had written to the City Council 
asking for information about the tombstone of Abigail Tyzack (see p. 22) 
formerly in Heaton Park, and that he had received the following reply from the 
Committee Clerk : — 

" Your letter of the 6th inst, relative to the gravestone of Abigail Tyzack, 
was laid before the Armstrong Park Committee yesterday ; and I was instruct- 
ed to inform you that one of the gardeners, whilst making some alterations 
adjoining the stone, had inadvertently covered it with grass sods. The stone, 
however, is now uncovered, and in its usual position." 

The secretary read the following note by Mr. J. F. Robinson on the old 
barrow discovered in a disused pit at Whorlton (see p. 20) : 

'* I have made the enquiries I promised to make into the question raised last 
meeting about the antiquity of the old barrow found at Whorlton, with the 
result that its antiquity appears to be thoroughly confirmed. Mr. Smaile, the 
engineer at the colliery, who was one of the party who found it, says he 
would be glad to make the acquaintance of the gentleman who made it but he 
has not yet turned up to lay claim to his piece of workmanship. Mr. Smaile 
thinks this individual will be of great age now, as the oldest person he knows 
in the district has only some very dim recollections of seeing any trace of an 
old coal shaft near where it was found, while the shaft which the men descend- 
ed who found the barrow is at some distance from the place where it was found. 
This shaft has not been open at any time within the memory of man. I have 
had a letter from a gentleman, who tells me that there are some records in tiie 
Castle which mention that the mines belonging to Mr. Beaumont on Whorlton 
Moor were nearly exhausted in 1759. Near where the barrow was found the 
men came upon an old corf imbedded in the mud, but the rods of which it was 
composed fell to pieces immediately on an attempt being made to move it, or 
to disengage it from the d4brie which enclosed it. It may be interesting to 
know if the same jococious old gentleman pot that there also in order that he 
might enjoy a joke at the expence of modern antiquaries. So that having the 
opinion of those who found the barrow and thd fact that the mines were about 
exhausted in 1759, I think we may safely assume that some mistake has 
occurred about the person being living yet who was at the trouble to make it 
and put it down a shaft and then take it some distance along the workings and 
leave it there with no other object in view than the idea that it would excite the 
curiosity of the members of a future society of antiquaries. The barrow itself 
has fallen to pieces with the exception of the wheel which the officials of the 
colliery have been kind enough to present to our society ; this is now in 
the room for the inspection of the members. A writer in the Weekly Chronicle 
a week or two ago says barrows of this kind are frequently found in old coal 
miiies. It is not likely that all have been put there as jokes." 

He also read the following letter from Mr. John Swallow, mining engineer, of 
Lintz Green : — 

*• Bushblades House, Lintz Green, 13th April, 1893. 
Dear Mr. Blair, At your last meeting I saw from the papers there was a 
discussion about an old barrow found in some old workings by the North 
"Walbottle Coal Co. Ltd. I cannot go into the question of the age of the 
barrow, but it is quite possible that it is as old as Mr. Robinson puts it, as it 
was found under circumstances that it was quite impossible that any person 
DOW Uving could have placed it there. The North Walbottle Company sank 
a new pit which went down upon some old workings and the old barrow was 
ill the face among some water which of course accounts for the state of sound 
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preservatioQ when it was got. Since it was brought out and has come in 
contact with the air it has fallen to pieces and only t^e wheel and part of a side 
remain. Instructions have been given to forward the wheel for the inspection 
of the members of your society, and you can have it for the society if you think 
good as it will only get destroyed if kept at the colliery. I expect when your 
members see it they will be obliged to come to the conclusion that both the 
person that made it and the party that wheeled it must be dead many years 
ago. , ^ \ Yours truly, John Swallow." 

The secretary read the following extract from a letter of Mrs. Gee of Castle- 
town vicarage, relating to an old chest which has recently come into her 
possession : — 

*' I have got such a queer old iron chest, 2ft. 3 ins. by 1ft. 8 ins., one of 
three sizes sent to these steel works some time ago as old iron. The whole 
lid is a network of machinery to work four catches which must have fitted 
under the rim of the sides, and besides it has been doubly padlocked and 
screwed to the floor. The pattern on it is formed by flat bars of iron inter- 
lacing. Keyhole in centre. It may be quite common, but everyone who has 
seen it thinks it extraordinary and valuable so I thought I would mention it 
to you.*' 

Mr. B. Oliver Heslop said that many similar iron-bound deed chests have 
been sent from the Continent as scrap. From lawyers' offices in Holland 
especially, quite a clearance of the old-fashioned strong boxes has been made, 
and modem iron safes have been substituted for them. The manager of some 
works on the Tyne discovered on his scrap heap one of these unopened and full 
of pap6i*8 among which was a patent of nobility, this had been returned. 

The meeting thus concluded. 



OmsBioN. 

At the meeting on the 26th March, a paper by F. Haverfield, F.S.A., on the 
newly discovered South Shields inscription was read, and thanks voted to him. 

The paper will be printed in the Archaeologia Aeliana. 



MISCELLANEA. 

The following is copied from the original document in the possession of Mr. J. C. 
Brooks, a vice-president of the society : — 

* Mr. Timothy Comyn Since the writing of my former I're he inclosed I am 
desired by my lord of Durham to hasten yor coming to London sooner 
then the tyme in the warrant lymitted And therefor doe earnestly desire 
yo^ to be here by the xxth of March next to make vp and finishe yor said 
Accompte before his Lopps goeing into the Country for the intertaynemt of 
his Matie at Durham : because maney things in the same Accompte may 
verie much conceme his lopps presence And I p'ceeave he is very desirous 
to see it dispatched that there be no difference betweene his lopp and the 
king as in the last vacancy. The warrant (comannding yo' attendance in 
Apiill) shalbe noe disadvantage vnto yon iff the Accompt be finished 
sooner. So I take my leave and rest 

St Johns lane 9© ffebr. Yo^ verie loving friend 

1632 * Tho : Brierley 

I do indeed earnestly reqyre as much 
Tho: Duresme.' 
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Vol. YI. 1893. No. 6. 

The usual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Oastle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 31st day of May, 1893, at seven 
o*clock in the CTening, the Bey. E. H. Adamson, one of the yice-presidents, 
being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Oonncil for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following nbw mbmbebs were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Harold James Clifford Stanton (Oapt. E.O.S.B.), The Barraoke, Berwiok-npon-Tweed. 

ii. C. 8. Terry, M.A., The Minories, Jesmond, Newcastle. 

The following nbw books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Presents, for which the thanks of the members were voted : — 

From Lord and Lady Northboume : — < in Memoriam. Walter Oharles, Lord Norih- 
bonme of Betteehanger, Kent, and Jarrow Orange, Dorham*. Small 8to., 
privately printed. 

From the Nassau Archaeological Society : — <Das Schweininder EidtiuveBehiohte' 
by Adolph Schlieben, Major. 8to. Wiesbaden. 

From Alderman Gail : — Photograph of the engraving of Trinity ohorch, Oateehead, 
presented by him to the vestry of the church in question. 

From Sir Gainsford Bruce ( with the concurrence of the executors of the 
late Dr. Bruce) the following maps, drawings, <fec. : — 

i. Madauchan's Map of Northumberland, published with the Lapid, Sept, (4 copies). 

ii. Ori§^nal plan shewing line of fosse of Wall through Mr. Pease's grounds at 

Benwell, and section. 

iii. Drawing of Ancient British burial shewing skeleton with urn near head; also five 

large drawings of British urns. 

iv. Four sheets of lithographs of cup and ring-marked stones. 

V. Large original plan of Wall district between Bowness and Tynemouth, with 
sections, Ac. 

vi. Coloured * Ohart of the Biver Tyne from Spar Hawk to Hedwin Streams Ac, by 
William Fordyce. 

viL Two large original drawings shewing plans, sections, Ac. of Roman bridge aoross 

the Tyne at Newcastle, 
viii. The one inch Ordnance Survey of the country between the North Sea and the 

Solway witii line of Boman Wall coloured, 
ix. Original ' Plan shewing the course of the Boman Wall ealled Qrimes Dyke raised 

along the Isthmus between the Forth and the Clyde, &o., Ao., surveyed 

In 1766'. 

z. * A plan of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Oateahead taken from an accurate survey 
finished in 1770 by Charles Button, Mathematician ' ( on rollers). 

xL Plan of the Town and County of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and the Borough of Oates- 
head, Ac., from an actual survey by T. Oliver, Architect and Surveyor, 1880' (on 
rollers). 

xii. 'A Survey of the Country Between NEWCASTLE and CARLISLE Representing 
the several present Boads and the Tract which is proposed for the New intended 
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Road of Ck)mmaiiieation Between these TOWNS As also all the Course of the 
ROMAN WALL with all the Military Stations, GastellaVand Roman- Ways that 
lye upon the survey (The original turvey about 12 ft. long.) 

The special thanks of the meeting were, on the motion of Mr. Heslop, 
seconded by Mr. CIcphan, voted to Mr. Justice Bruce and his co-trustees for 
their valuable gift. 

Exchanges — 

From the Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeological Society: — 'Transactions' for 
1887-8, pt. i, with index to vol. i. 8vo. Bristol. 

From the Somersetshire Archaeological <fe Natural History Society : — 
• Proceedings ' for year 1892. Vol. xxxvm. N.S. vol. xvm. 8vo. Taunton. 

From the Numismatic Society of London : — ♦ The Numismatic Chronicle', 8rd ser.. 
No. 49, 1893, pt. i (vol. xra, 8rd ser.) 

From the British Archaeological Association : — 'Journal.' Vol. xux, pt. i. Mar 81. 

From the Nassau Antiquarian Society : — < Annalen ', vol. 25, 1893. large 8vo. 

Wiesbaden, 1893. 

From the Powys-land Club : — > Collections, Historical & Archaeological, relating to 

Montgomeryshire and its Borders part Ln, May, 1893, vol. xxvn, ii. 8vo. 
From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. The following 
miscellaneous archaeological papers from their transactions : — 

i. * Prehistoric Fishing in Europe and North America by Chas. Rau, 4to. 1884. 

ii. * The Gliddon Mummy case ', by Chas. Pickering, M.D., 4to. 1869. 

iii. ' The Indians of Cape Flattery by James G. Swan, 4to. 1868. 

iv. • Explorations of the Aboriginal Remains of Tennessee ,' by Joseph Jones, M.D., 
4to. 1876. 

V. ' The Palenque Tablet in the United States National Museum by Chas. Ban, 
4to. 1879. 
Ti. * Archaeological Researches in Nicaragua ', by J. F. Bransford, M.D., 4to. 1881. 
vii. ' On the Remains of Later Prehistoric Man ', by W. H. Dall, 4to. 1878. 
viii. • On the Internal Structure of the Earth ', by J. G. Barnard, U.S. Army, 4to. 

1877. 

ix, ' The Archaeological Collections of the United States National Museum ', hy 
* Chas. Rau, 4to. 1876. 
X. ' The Haidah Indians of Queen Charlotte's Islands, British Columbia ', by 
James G. Swan, 4to. 1874. 

xi. * Grammar and Dictionary of the Yoruba Language ', by Rev. T. J. Bowen, 4t(). 

ia.8. 

xii. ' The Toast Indians of Southern Alaska and Northern BritiKh Columbia *, by 
Albert P. Nii»lack, 8vo. 1890. 

xiii. • Cradles of the American Aborigines ', by Otis T. Mason, 8vo. 1889. 

xiv. • Anthropology for the years 1887, 1888 to 1890 ', by Otis T. Ma^on, 8vo. 1890. 
XV. ' Oriental Science in America during 1888 *, by C yrus Abler, Svo. 1890. 

xvi. * Were the Osages Mound Builders ', by Dr. J. F. Snyder, 8vo. 1S90. 

xvii. * Agricultural Flint Implements found in Southern Ulinois ', by Charles Kau, 
8vo. 1869. 

xviii. • Report on the Section of Oriental Antiquities in the U.S. National Museum, 
1888', by Cyrus Alder, 8vo. 1890. 

xix. 'A Catalogue of the Hippisley Collection of Chinese Porcelains, with a Sketch of 
the History of Ceramic Art in China ', by Alfred Hippisley, 8vo. 1890. 
XX. *An Aboriginal Lapidary ', by Chas. Ran, 8vo. 1878. 

xxi. ♦ Gold Ornament from a Mound in Florida by Chas Rau, 8vo. 1878. 

xxii. * On a Polychrome Bead from Florida ', by S. S. Haldeniau, 8vo. 1878. 

xxiii. ' Drilling in Stone without the use of Metals by Chas. Rau, 8v.). 1869. 

xxiv. ' The Mound Builders and Platycnemi-sm in Michigan ', by H. Gillman, 8v«. 

1877. 

XXV. • Antiquity of Man ', by Sir John Evans, F.R.S., 8vo. 1891. 
xxvi. * The Ascent of Man ', by Frank Baker, M.D., 8vo. 1891. 

xxvii. * The Photographic Image ', l)y R. Meldon, 8vo. IHyi. 

xxviii. * The Age of Bronze in Egypt', by Oscar Hon tellns, 8vo. J8U1. 
xxix. • The Prehistoric Races of Italy ', by Canon J. Taylor, 8vo. l«9l. 
XXX. • The Primitive Home of the Aryans by Prof A. H. Sayce, 8vo. l«9l. 

xxxi. ♦ A Primitive Urn Burial ', by Dr. J. F. Snyder, 8vo. 1891 

xxxii. ' Throwing-Sticks in the National Mnsenm ', by Otis T. Mason, 3vo. 1890. 

xxxiii. ' Ethno-Conchology : A Study of Primitive Money', by Hubert E. C. Stearns, 
8vo. 1889. 

xxxiv. * Basket-work of the North American Aborigines', by Otis T. Mason, 8vo. 1890. 
XXXV. * Progress in Physics iu the year 1886 ', by G^rge F. Barker, 8vo. 1889. 

xxxvi. * Tuckahoe, or Indian Bread ', by Pi-of. J. Howard Gore, 8vo. 1883. 
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xzxriL ' ComparatiTe Phonology of four Sionan Languages by Ber. J. Owen Doraey, 
8to. 1885. 
xaxriii. ' Australian Oroup Relations %hjA.W, Howitt, 8to. 1885. 
xzxix. 'Antiquities at Pantaleon, Ooatemala by Lieut. Charles E. Yreland, 8to. 1885. 
xl. < A Study of Prehistoric Anthropology, Hand-book for Beginners \ by Thomas 
Wilson, 8vo. 1890. 
xli. *A Study of the Eskimo Bows in the U.S. National Museum*, by John Murdoch, 
8vo. 1890. 
xlii. 'Articles on Anthropological Subjects by Charles Ban, 8to. 1882. 
xliii. ' Ancient Aboriginal Trade in North America ', by Charies Bau. 1878. 
xHt. ' A Dictionary of the Chinook Jargon by Oeorge Oibbs, 8to. 1868. 
xlv. ' Palafittes or Lacnstrian Constructions of the Lake of Nenchatel by E. Desor, 
8to. 

xItL ' Notes on the Tinneh or Chepewyan Indians of British and Bossian America % 
8to. 

Purchases — 

' The Memoirs of James Marquis of Montrose 1689-1660, by the Bev. George Wishart, 
D.D., translated by the Boy. Alexander D. Murdoch and H. F. Morland Simpson*, 
4to., cloth. 1898. 

' The Tear Book of Soeieties ' for 1892, cl., 8to. 

' The Antiquary ' for May A June, 1898. 

Exhibited : — 

By Alderman Call : — folio volume bound in stamped vellum ' De re 
metallica,' published at Basle in 1667, containing numerons engravings 
representing * many modem inventions snch as railways, chain pumps 
and a diversity of other things *. 

[A wish was expressed that Mr. Oail wou^d present this book to the 
society.] 

By G. H. Thompson of Alnwick : — The photograph of an Ancient British 
urn, 7\ ins. high, dia. at top 5^, at base 3^, found in the sandhills a 
little to the south of Amble in April last. See representation of it on 
the preceding page. 

By G. W. Shrubsole of Chester : — ^A small album containing photographs by 
J. W. Speuce of Chester of many of the Boman sculptured and 
inscribed stones discovered in the north wall of that city, and now in 
the museum there. 

Donations to the Museum : — 

The following were announced and thanks voted for the gifts : — 

From Sir Gainford Bruce and co-trustees of the late Dr. Bruce : — 

i. A plaster cast of a bronze bust of the Emperor Hadrian of heroic 
size. 

ii. A blue * Spode ' plate of classic design with the arms and motto of the 
town of Newcastle in centre, being one of the plates formerly at the 
old mansion house, Newcastle. 

The secretary reported that the Council had accepted the tender of Beid, 
Sons & Co. for printing the supplement to the Lapidarium SeptentrionalCj and 
that the Council had agreed to subscribe for the ' Testamenta Earleolensia ' 
edited by Chancellor Ferguson, about to be published by the Cumberland and 
Wesmorelaud Antiquarian Society at 10/6. 

Mr.. J P. Gibson read the following letter on the Boman Wall he had received 
from Mr. Smith of Bengarth near Broughty Ferry, N.B. : — 

Perhaps you have, by your new excavations, dissipated all or most of 
the pet theories as to the priority and purpose of the Wall and Vallum, and 
who was the builder. Whether or no, I must trouble you with my theory. 
I incline to hold that the Wall was anterior to (or coeval with) the Vallum, 
and prior to many or most of the stations. Housesteads and Birdoswald, 
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and most likely another between them, were erected previous to the Wall. 
Bnt the stfttions from Newcastle westwards were subsequent to the wall. 
The hill districts, at the extremities whereof Housesteads and Birdoswald 
Ftand, were the most vuluerable ard attractive to the kind of warfare of the 
northern foe and these two forts originally were the principal guards there. 
To reach both, the Wall seems, if not to go out of its way, to have been led 
up to them. It is different, however, with the stations east of Housesteads. 
These, with the one exception of Procolitia, project beyond the Wall, and lie 
on the north side of the Vallum, shewing evidently they were erected afterwards. 
Procolitia^ from its position, can easily be accounted for as an exception. 
The northward projecture of these stations, notably Ohesters, was a weakness 
which the Bomans would not have permitted, bnt for necessity, that 
necessity being the prior existence of the Wall and Vallum, and the 
requirement of lodgment for additional troops. To have projected these 
stations beyond the Vallum would have been even weaker to the line of 
defence. Before these stations were erected the mile castles and turrets 
(admitted by all authorities to have been built at the same time as the Wall) 
were the only fort defences, as well as the only cover for the soldiers at the 
part of the Wall alluded to. Don't we reach by this consideration the why 
and wherefore of the Vallum ? Bear in mind the Vallum runs uniformly close 
to the Wall where the ground is comparatively level, and as uniformly at a 
distance in the hill regions. In neither region was the Vallum by itself a 
sufficient defence against either north or south. How was it manned if it 
stood alone f Where was the lodgment for troops ? How could troops 
reach the foe ? It could only be a passive defence so to speak. The Scotch 
turf wall, a much better defence than any of the Vallum ridges, and the 
German Wall, more like the Vallum ridges, were beset with forts at suitable 
intervals. Why then was the Vallum there ? primarily to defend the open 
wall, mile castles, and turrets from sudden attack or surprise from any 
quarter or from a combination of attacks. The variation of ^stance between 
Wall and Vallum arose from the nature of the ground, near on the level, 
and farther but as near as possible in the higher and rugged districts, and in 
both where it could be seen from the Wall. The subsequent building of the 
stations may very likely have rendered its original purpose less necessary, 
but care was taken not to effect its efficiency as a part of the line of defence. 
I should think the western part of the Wall and Vallum would confirm this 
theory. It may be said that wall building was more recent with the Bomans 
than vallum digging and raising. I don't admit that the Scotch and German 
Walls are both subsequent, and where were walls raised after Hadrian's 
time. Earth walls were certainly raised before Hadrian's time in Britain, 
bat not as a continuous permanent line of defence, and mostly or altogether 
for temporary purposes. That the Vallum was a stockaded road I cannot 
admit either. How could it be used as such ? Where were the accesses or 
exits ? How could traffic get in and out. Where is the evidence of a road 
npon it ? To suppose that exits or ingresses were had at long apart points, 
and that the Bomans drove along a non-formed road is to credit them with 
useless labour. Stockaded the Vallum may have been, and likely it was, but 
that was to increase its defensive capabilities. 

I look then at the Wall and Vallum as a part of one defence. The one 
necessitated by the other. Perhaps there may have been a period of time 
between them, but I put the Wallas the first erection, and this leads me to 
the conclusion that Hadrian was the builder. I cannot conceive that the 
stones found in the mile castle shew anything else. The surmise that they 
were taken from the Vallum and built into the mile castles where they were 
found is trifling with the subject. No other name has been found. Severus 
may have built the stations I have referred to, but who knows. I am 



Digitized by 



34 



apprehensive that the natnre of the hailding in the wall, mile castles and 
stations has not yet been sufficiently examined by a practical man. The 
size of stones used and the peculiarities of the work in each might reveal 
such differences as to throw light on the matter." 

Mr. Gibson and other members joined in the discussion which followed the 
reading of the letter. 

The Bev. C. E. Adamson, M.A., then read his * Notes on Haltwhistle 
church ' for which the thanks of the society were voted. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following notes by the Rev. E. J. Taylor, 
F.S.A., * On the discovery of skeletons and an ancient key found at 
Hartlepool ' : — 

" The workmen of Messrs. Allison and Poimder, builders, Hartlepool, are at 
present engaged in building a conservatory for Mr. Pearson, The Lawn, 
Hartlepool. On Saturday, May 13th, whilst excavating at the corner of the 
garden at the rear of the house, they unearthed a number of human skeletons. 
I examined the spot carefully, with a friend. Dr. Moss. The interments were 
made six feet in depth, till the limestone was reached, which had been cut out 
in a U shape to receive the bodies, five in number, a thickness of five inches of 
limestone between each. The bodies had all been placed lying side by side 
looking eastward, the opening at the feet appearing thus : U , U , U , U , U 
Five inches of limestone between. 

*' The following bones were in good preservation : — Skull, sacrum, several 
vertebrae, os innominatum, ribs, femur, humerus. From the appearance of the 
bones Dr. Moss thinks they may have been there for hundreds of years, the 
dry stone helping much in their preservation. 

" This discovery has been made very near to the Friary ( now the hospital ) 
where in 1833 the cemetery which belonged to the monastery founded by St. 
Begu was discovered. 

** I also report the discovery of an ancient key. It was found in a pudlog 
hole in the thirteenth century wall, under the great arch of the tower facing 
east, of the parish church. I enclose a drawing, lull size, with section shewing 
that the web is curved, the pipe or bore extends half its length, it is very much 
worn and corroded." 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Taylor for his notes. 

The meeting thus concluded. 



In the Builder of June 3rd, 1893, there is a most interesting description of the 
Cathedral Church of Durham, with a plan, by Mr. C. C. Hodges, and illustrations 
after drawings by Mr. W. G. Footitt of Durham and others. 



In an interesting article in the Saturday Review of 11th March, 1893, * Piracy 
17. Commerce ' in the new Calendar of the Close Rolls ( 1307-13 ) it is stated 
that *' Edward IPs great ship the Plenty ( La Plentee ) was set upon about the 
year 1312 by the bailiffs and castellans of the Countess of Dreux, in the port of 
Saint- Valery-sur-Somme — whither she appears to have sailed from Scarborough 
probably chartered, as was not uncommon, by a merchant — and her master, 
Walter de Alemuth, violently seized and imprisoned with his men, while the 
ship and her cargo were searched and detained 
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The documents, of which the following are copies, are in the possession of 
Mr. J. 0. Brooks, a Yice-president of the society : — 

Diinelm' 

By yertue of his Maties Onmmission of Sewers to ts. . . .and others directed 
for the Surveyiuge of the Riuer of Weere from the Ban* or Lowe Water 
Marke of the same Biuer in the Port or haTen of Sunderland by the sea 
vnto the new bridge ueere Lamley p*ke in the Ooontie of Durham, and 
the reforming of Newsances. These are therefore according to the tenor of 
the said Com'ission, in his Maiesties name to will and require yo^ to 
Sum 'on and wame xxayor able and sufficient men within your Balywicke 
as well wtMn the libties, as without, by whom the truth may best be knowne, 
to be, and p'sonally appeare before ys and or Associatts att Sunderland by 
the Sea aforesayd att the bouse of William Wycliffe gentl* Tpon Thursday 
the xxijth day of August instant betwixt the bowers of eight A eleaven of 
the same day there to enquire of all such offences as are seurally and res- 
pectiuely donn and Committed Tpon the said Biuer of Weere to the hurt 
and annoyance of the said Biuer woh are Inquireable by the sayd Oom*ission 
whereof fayle ye not not (sic) as yon will answere the Oontraiy Gyuen Tnder 
our hands and seales the xii^th day of August Anno RBs CaroQ nunc 
Anglise &o nono 163do [Seal with arms of 
the see impaling the 
To the Bight WorpU the arms of the bishop.] Tho : Duresme 

Sheriffe of the Gountie o Tho : Burrell 

Pallatyne of Durham o Hughe Wright 

and to his Vndersheriffe o John Richardson 

o Bob : Pleasaunce* 
o Hugh Walton : 
o Bich : Whitfeilde 



Whereas all my predecessors Bps of this sea <fe Bpprick of Durham have 
had & inioyed, as of right belonging ynto them as a ptogatiue (among 
many other Jura Begalia anciently rightfully <& insep*ably incident & 
belonging vnto them, in the right of their County pallatine of Durham) 
within the lib'ties & Lordps of Norhamshire & Ilandshire, anciently & still 
p'cell of the said County pallatine of Durham, all manur of wardps liu*ies 
& alienac'ons, for all lands, houlden of the said Bps in Capite, or in 
Capite by knights service, as by many ancient A modeme Becords 
luquisic'ons & inrollmts, remaining in the Chancery at Durham, doth 
plainly & apparautly appeare. And whereas I, now Thomas by the Grace 
of god Bp of Durham, am lawfully seized in right of the said Bpprick 
& County pallatine, of all & the same prrogatiues & Jura regalia belong- 
ing to the said Bpprick, in as ample & beneficiall mannr as any of my 
prdecessors eu' had inioyed, or ought to haue had & enioied the same To 
thend therefore, that I may prserue & maintaine the same prrogatiues, 
both for the prsent & succession ; and that in moderate & ciuile maner 
wthont extreamity & rigour of law, I haue thought fit rather to request & 
warne such psons their tenants & farmoiirs of lands in Norhamshire & 
Ilandshire aforesaid, who hould lands of me in the right of my said 
Bpprick by the tenures aforesaid, and who hane aliened such lands by fine 
Becou'y inrollmt or otherwise, that they repaire vnto me within twenty 
dayes now next following, to make their Composic'ons for such wardps 
liu'ies & alienac'ons, as are due vnto me, and to find Inquisic'ons & offices 
aft^ the death of their ancestors, as haith bene and ought to be otherwise 
I must & will direct my officers to p'ceed further therein, as by the Lawes 
of this Bealme, and the custome of the said County pallatine, I lawfully 
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may do ffor giaeing of which warning, I haue appointed my seraant Leonard 
Morton for whose & their best ynderstanding I hane herein caused to be set 
down diu's A sundry fines leyyed, Becoa'ies suffered & alienac*ons*made 
of dia*s lands within Norhamshire & Ilandshire, as also of some offices^to 
be found, whereof if the partyes interessed will repaire to me w^bin twenty 
dayes te make their composic*ous, and to find their offices, it may all 
further p'ceedings, but if they make default I must follow the course of the 
Gorts here, as haith bene accustomed. At the castle of Durham the third 
day of July 1633 



The following extracts ( continued from p. 8 ) are from the Seventh Report of 
the Historical MSB. Commission House of Lords ) : — 

1648. July 2. List. of Committee to whom the petition of the Earl of Cleyeland 
and Lord Weutworth was referred, and report of proceedings upon several 
subsequent days. L. J., XI. 80. p. 112b. 

July 3. Bequest from the Committee appointed to consider the petition 
of the Earl of Cleveland and Lord Wentwoith, that the house would order 
certain persons to appear before them. L. J., XI. 82. p. 113a. 

July 30. Order for the Earl of Cleveland and Lord Wentworth to bring 
in a Bill to settle the manors of Stepney and Hackney in the hands of 
trustees for payment of their debts. L. J., XI, III. In extenso. p. 122b. 

Aug. 13. Draft of an Act for settling of all the manors and lands of the 
Earl of Cleveland in trustees to be sold for the satisfying the debts of the 
said Earl and of Thomas Lord Wentworth, his son ; with a schedule of 
incumbrances chargeable upon the manors, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments appointed to be sold. Read 1^ this day; received the 
royal assent on the 29th of December. L. J., XI. 125, Ac. 
Annexed — 



1. List of Committee appointed to consider preceding Bill. 
15 August. 

2. Paper of amendments. 

3. Affidavit of service of notice of the hearing of the Earl of 
Cleveland's business. 17 July, 1660. 

4. Copy of order respecting a Bill of the Earl of Cleveland's. 



Tho: Duresme 



6 July 1641. 
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A country meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of N«wca8tle-apon-Tyne was 
held at 

BLANCHLAND 

on Friday the 16th day of June, 1893. 

Shortly before eleven o'clock, thirty-two members assembled at Corbridge 
railway station, and proceeded thence in carriages by way of Dilston, the 
Linnels, and Slaley , to Blanchland. The day was beautifully fine and dear, so that 
the surrounding country was seen to the best advantage. At Slaley, where a 
short stay was made, the party was received by the vicar, the Rev. W. Sisson, 
and the church aud its records were inspected. Slaley, as the vicar of Healey 
subsequently pointed out, ' seems originally to have formed part of the parish of 
Bywell St. Andrew's. Along with the rest of that ancient parish, it is mentioned 
soon after the Conquest as belonging to the barony of Bolbeck. In its more 
prosperous days, during the 13th and 14th centuries, it was named as a separate 
parish, and held the position of a rectory. During the Beformation the church 
of Slaley lost its position of independence, but in 1719 it again rose to the rank 
of a separate parish. A church was built at Slaley in 1312, and an indulgence 
of forty days was granted to those who contributed to the fabric. The present 
church was erected in 1832, the old church having become little better than a 
mass of ruins'. 

In the church is a * three decker ' pulpit with sounding board, an object now 
becoming a rarity, aud a curious font, the bowl of which only 10 inches in 
diameter, is supported by a wooden hexagonal stem 4 feet high. 

There is a tombstone in the churchyard inscribed : — hebe lieth | bichabd 

TEAS I dale of slaley | GENTLEMAN | DIED THE FIBST | DAY OF MAKCH | ANO 

DOMINI I 1635. There are also one or two quaint epitaphs. 

Leaving Slaley, the party reached Blanchland at two o'clock, and lunched 
at the Lord Crewe Arms inn, which embraces in its structure the old 
kitchen of the Praemonstratensian monastery of Blanchland and other remains. 
After lunch the remains of the abbey church were visited, the party being joined 
by the Bev. J. C. Dunn, the vicar, the Bev. A. Johnson, vicar of Healey, the Bev. 
W. Featherstonhaugh, rector of Edmuudbyers, and other members of the society. 

The Bev. A. Johnson explained that, like Slaley, Blanchland used to form part 
of the extensive parish of Bywell St. Andrew's. In 1166 Walter de Bolbeck 
founded the monastery of Blanchland. Coming to the time of the dissolution 
of the monasteries, we are told that the Commissioners of Henry VIII. lost their 
way in the country round about, and were only attracted by hearing the bells 
rung. Legend said the people fancied they had escaped the Commissioners, 
and rang the bells for joy. 

The Bev. W. Featherstonhaugh said : — I think it not improbable that there is a 
great amount of truth in the tradition which affirms that the Scots' army on its 
march towards Weardale at first missed seeing Blanchland, and only discovered it 
on hearing the sound of the bells ; when they returned and sacked it. In marching 
to Weardale from the north, they would travel along the ancient Bomau road 
from Corbridge to Stanhope, still partly in use, which is mentioned in ancient 
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doemnents, and which crosses the valley of the Derwent at Bajbridge, a mile 
west from Blanchland. Even at this day, any one OToaaing the valley at this 
point sees very little of Blanchland : and at that period, when probably the 
bridge was not yet erected, and the hillsidet and valley were more densely 
clothed with wood, the wayfeurer would have little idea that a village was so 
near. It was doubtless so with the Soots* army : the village was invisible 
from where they crossed; and it would only be after ascending the hill 
on the south side of the valley, and about the present farm of Bale hill, that 
the abbey bnildiogs would become visible ; and it is not at all unlikely that, 
from that point, the bells of the abbey were audible, chiming for matins or 
vesper service. That the good monks rang their bells for joy at their presumed 
escape, is a part of the tradition which I do not believe. 

The Bev. J. 0. Dunn, vicar, pointed out several interesting features in 
connection with the abbey church, amongst others a double piscina, discovered 
about a year ago. He said that the tower was twelfth century work, and is as 
solid as it possibly could be, as it was no doubt built for defence as well as for 
devotional purposes. In the church there is a chair in the back of which is a 
carved oak panel of medieval date ; this has already been described in the 
Proceedings ( vol. Y, p. 244 ). In altering the chancel a marvellous system 
of drainage devised by the monks had been discovered. 

The Bev. W. Featherstonhaugh said : — The village of Blanchland in which we 
are assembled is particularly interesting, as presenting to us almost in its 
entirety the ground plan of a conventual establishment of the twelfth century, 
and even still retaining the greater part of the superstructure, including 
church, conventual buildings proper, and dependents' dwellings, with entrance 
gateway tower. The ground-plan is a formal square of which the church 
occupied half of the eastern part of the northern side ; the conventual buildings 
the east, south, and west sides of the cloister enclosure south of the church ; 
whilst the dependents' dwellings filled up Uie circuit of the great square, 
occupying the remainder of tbn east side, the whole of the south and west 
sides, and part of the north, joining on to the great gateway tower, which 
formed the entrance to the whole and was doubtless connected ou its eastern 
side with the western termination of the nave. The church itself is of pure 
Early English date, and comprehended choir, nave, and north transept ; with 
massive bell tower at the northern end of this last, and chantry chapel on its 
eastern side, added at a later date. The nave has inmost altogether disappeared, 
burned (it is said) by the Scots' army : its only remains being a fragment of its 
northern wall where it joined on to the choir, now fashioned into a buttress, 
and a portion of the south wall containing a narrow lancet window of pure 
Early English character, contiguous to the present buildings of the inn. I 
think it probable that the nave was continued to the western boundary of the 
churchyard : and, as we see by the depressed base-course, it was sunk nearly 
three feet below tbe level of the transept, to accommodate itself to the fall of 
the ground towards the south. The church never possessed a south transept ; 
probably because it would have thrown all the other buildings too far to the 
south, and too near to the river and its floods. The two windows on the western 
side of the transept are original ; once, I believe, ruined below the crown of the 
arches, but still possessing characteristic architectural features. The church 
was entered by at least five doorways. There was doubtless one at the extreme 
west end, which has disappeared : but there are remains of one, opening from 
the prior's lodgings into the nave ; one from the cloister into the nave ; one 
from the cloister ( or the adjoining * slipe * ) into the choir ; and two into the 
basement of the tower, on its east and west sides. Of these last, that on the 
east seems to have been the more important, as it has had a wide and lofty 
porch, possibly containing a * parvise *, or guardian's room, above the door ; that 
on the west side being without a porch. Both doors are comparatively mean in 
their proportions : but correspond with the general character of the architecture 
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of the charch, which is studiously plain and unelaborated ; a characteristic 
feature, it is said, of the Praemoustratensian order. On the north side of the 
west doorway, about three feet from the ground, is a recess, about 30 inches 
hifi^h and 18 wide by 12 inches deep, headed with a trefoil moulded arch, with 
a flat slab for a sole, and secured originally by two shutters closing on a block 
in the centre, the socket for which still remains. Much discussion has arisen 
as to the purpose of this recess : but I believe it to have been a receptacle for a 
moveable holy water basin, secured by the folding doors from abuse or violence. 
The holy water stoup is usually, I believe, part of the masonry and a fixture ; 
placed either inside the church door, or outside in the porch, as at St. Andrew's, 
Bywell, where the closing of the porch door would protect it. Here, there 
being no porch, it would require special protection. The line of the high-pitched 
transept roof is still marked by the moulded dripstone incorporated in the tower 
wall. Going inside the church, it will be recognized that the chantry chapel on 
the east side of the transept has not been part of the original design, the base- 
course of the church running continuously from the eastern base of the transept 
arch right through the chantry wall and independent of it. In this chapel the 
noticeable features are the massive font ; the grave-cover of * Bobertus Egylston*, 
beUeved to have been a forester of the abbey, incised with a sword, as token of 
sex, and a hunting-horn and bow and arrow, as the insignia of his craft ; and 
the grave-cover of an ecclesiastic, bearing only a pastoral staff of very plain and 
early form, a simple crook with voluted head, a boss on the staff, and a pointed 
foot. This crook probably marked the resting place of an early prior of the 
convent ; and is very similar in character to a pastoral staff accompanying the 
recumbent effigy of a bishop of the twelfth century in Exeter cathedral. In the 
floor of the transept, near at hand, are now placed three grave-slabs* : one of 
another forester, with similar iiisiguia and the initials T.E., probably a son or 
grandson, Thomas, of the Robert Egylston mentioned above, and in whose 
fEunily, possibly, the office of forester was hereditary. Next to the grave-slab of 
Thomas Egylston lies that of a prior or abbot of the convent, incised with a 
calvary cross of very intricate form, which has on the left a pastoral staff of 
elaborate design, and on the right the figures of a Chalice and Host. Next to 
this again lies another, bearing only a plain calvary cross of five steps, with the 
sacred monogram IMS at the intersection of the arms. 

In reference to the internal architectmral features of the church, we may 
remark that the noble and most elegant Early EngUsh arch opening from the 
transept to the tower is happily intact : whereas the arch opening from the choir 
into the transept, of splendid proportions, has been, it is thought, ruined in the 
upper portion, and rebuilt from the remains lying below it on the ground. 
There is no doubt that the choir itself has been, at one time, very much in 
rains ; the south side probably almost entirely ; though the north side, possibly, 
in great part is in its original condition. It is impossible to say whether or not 
the present sediliaf are in their original position or of their original form : at 
present they are at one level ; whereas frequently they were graduated in level, 
agreeing with the dignity of their respective occupants, celebrant, deacon, and 
Bubdeacon. They appear to be placed unusually far towards the west. A 
small portion of their original masonry remains, sufficient to shew their 
character, coeval with the church. A small piscina and aumbry, now built 
into the south wall of the nave towards its west end, may have come from here. 
Though now much weathered and decayed by exposure, they have had trefoil- 
headed Early English arches ; and correspond with the arch forming the head 
of the recess near the west tower door. They seem, however, hardly of dignity 
sufficient for appendages of the high altar of the abbey church, and may have 
been attached to some chantry chapel of the nave, which has now disappeared. 
Further west than the sedilia, a doorway, of which a portion of the eastern jamb 
may be seen in the south wall, has opeaed from the choir to the buildings on 

* These are said to have been removed from the chancel, 
f The sedilia appear to have been made up in cement. 
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the eastern side of the cloister, probably into a * slipe or passage, giving access 
to these from the cloister. The south wall of the choir farther west, and 
opposite the transept, has been altogether rebuilt, and is now entirely plain ; 
nor can it now be ascertained whether or not it ever contained any windows, 
though the probability is that it did so. On the south side of the church lies 
the cloister-garth, which possessed, without doubt, a covered alley running 
round it : indeed, one of the corbels on which the roof-timbers rested still 
remains in the exterior of the south wall of the nave, close to the prior*8 
lodgings ; where also may be seen the exterior of the narrow Early English 
lancet window of the nave, previously mentioned, partly encroached on by the 
building-up, from an ancient basement story, of the battlemented edifice now 
forming part of the inn. Close by here also a doorway opened from the cloister 
into the nave of the church. On the west side is the prior's house, with a stone- 
vaulted passage between it and the church, from which two doors, on the north 
and east sides respectively, gave access to the nave and cloister-garth. At the 
south end of the prior's house was placed the kitchen ; outside of which, and 
open to the cloister, is what appears to have been the common lavatory of the 
monks, a recess sunk in the waJl under a low and wide arch with Early English 
mouldings. The source of water-supply to the kitchen would furnish this also. 
The refectory stands on the south side of the cloister, and oonununicated with 
the kitchen by a stone staircase, lighted by a square-headed window opening on 
the cloister. It would contain, in its lower storey, the day-cells of the monks, 
opening on to a passage running its entire length, and from which a still 
existing doorway opened on to the cloister area. It is only of late years that 
this bmlding has been divided into separate dwelling houses ; for within the 
memory of inhabitants lately alive, it was one long room, partitioned into 
chambers opening on to a long passage on the north side reached by the stone 
staircase from the kitchen. A similar arrangement existed on the lower storey, 
the passage in which probably also had connection with the prior's house. As 
on the west side of the cloister stood the prior's house, 'and on the south side 
the refectory, so on the east side might be expected, and doubtless did exist, 
the dormitory and chapter house, with, probably, library adjoining. These 
have now been swept away, as far as the walls above ground are concerned ; but 
the foundations remain under the turf, and were traced during a long continu- 
ance of dry weather in the year 1868, on the occasion of a visit to Blanchland 
of the Archaeological Society of Durham and Northumberland; when the 
parched grass shewed plainly that there had been, south of the choir, first a 
* slipe' or passage, and then two buildings in pucceseion southward; over which, 
doubtless, was the dormitory. 

Outside the range of conventual buildings lie the dwellings of the abbey 
dependents, forming three sides of a square ; extending from the east end of 
the refectory southward, then at a right angle westward, again northward, and 
once again eastward, meeting the noble tower containing the abbey gateway, 
which gave admittance to the whole area. Some communication of wall or 
otherwise doubtless extended from the tower to the west end of the nave of the 
church, and completed the enclosed circuit of the ecclesiastical foundation. 
The fish-ponds of the abbey, a chain of three, may be seen in a plantation to 
the west of the village, beyond the Shildon burn. The main approach to the 
abbey in early times was probably from the west, diverging at Baybridge, a 
mile distant from the ancient road which ran from Corbridge into Weardale.' 

Votes of thanks were passed to Mr. Johnson, Mr. Dunn, and Mr. Featherston- 
haugh for their guidance and explanations. In returning, the party, by the 
kind permission of Mr. H. C. Silvertop, passed through the finely- wooded 
grounds of Minsteracres, where three Eoman altars, a group of the deae matres 
wanting their heads, and other relics, said to be from Ebchester, were 
inspected. 

The company broke up at Riding Mill, after having spent a thoroughly 
enjoyable day. 
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The QBual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 28th day of June, 1893, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, the Rev. W. Greenwell, F.B.S., one of the vice- 
presideuts, being in the chair. 

Several acconnts, recommended by the Ooancil for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Thomas Procter Browne, Grey Street, Newcaetle. 

ii. Arthur T. Wear, M.D., 1 Wentworth Place, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Exchanges — 

From the Shropshire Archaeological & Natural History Society:— 

' Transactions 2nd ser., vol. v, pt. ii. 8vo. Shrewsbury. 
From the Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian Society : — * Transactions 

vol. xn, pt. ii. 8to. Kendal. 
From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — 

* Aarboger for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historic ', 2nd ser., vol. 8, pt. i. 
From the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland : — 'Proceedings' for 1891-2. Small 4to 
From the Archaeological Society of Brussels : — ♦ Annales », vol. vn, pt. 8, July, 

1898. 8vo., illustrations. 

PurchoBe — 

From the Harleian Society : — < Hampshire Allegations for Marriage licences vol. i. 
Siyo., cloth. 

Donation for which the thanks of the society were voted : — 

From Walter S. Corder, ( per C. J. Spence) :— A framed photograph of the 
Bewcastle cross. 

The Chairman drew attention to a statement by Chancellor Ferguson of 
Carlisle to the effect that the Bewcastle cross had been injured by his having 
had a mould for a cast taken of it. He said he had sent a quite competent and 
skilled moulder to do the work, and he denied that the cross had been damaged. 
It was practically still in the same condition as it was before the attempt to 
make a mould had been made, no real harm having taken place by the process 
to which it had been subjected. The statement to the contrary was without 
any foundation. 

Dr. Hodgkin said to accuse the chairman of not caring for the remains of 
antiquity would be like accusing Mr. Gladstone of not caring for politics. 
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BZHIBITBD : — 

By General Sir William Grossman :— A papal * bnll ' of Adrian IV ( 1156 ) 
relative to Neasham priory in the comity of Durham. 

Sir Wm. Grossman read some notes on the document, and also a 
translation of it which, with the original text, will be printed in the 
Archaeologia Aeliana. 

The Ghairman said he did not remember seeing a papal bull in 
better preservation, and it was very early. The leaden bulla which 
was often detached from snch bnlls was still attached. The names of 
a large number of witnesses, qoite an nnosoal number, were affixed 
to the document. The priory of Neasham was a small foundation 
on the river Tees of which no remains now existed. 

By Dr. Brown of Bellingham (per W. L. Ghariton) : — ^A proclamation in 
black-letter of Charles I. of which the following is a copy. The size 
ot the original is 14 ins. long by 9^ broad : — 
* By the King 

* A Proclamation commanding the repaire of Noblemen Knights, / and 
Gentlemen of qualitie, vnto their Mansion houses in the Gountrey, 
there / to attend their semices, and keepe Hospitalitie. 
The Kings most Excellent Maiestie, taking into his Boyall considera/tion 
the present state of the times, together with the great decay of 
Hospitali/ty <fe good house-keeping, which in former ages was the 
honour of this Nati/on, the too frequent resort, and ordinary residence 
of Lords Spirituall and / Temporal!, Knights and Gentlemen of quality,* 
vnto Cities & Townes, especially into or neere about the Cities of 
London and Westminster, and the / manifold inconueniencies which 
ensue by the absence of so many persons of / quality and authority 
from their Countreys, whereby those parts are left / destitute both of 
reliefe and govemement, and the Cities & Townes, espe/cially those 
of London and Westminster are overburthened with Inhabitants and 
Residents, hath / thought fit hereby to renew the course formerly 
begun by His deare Father, of blessed memorie / and to publish and 
declare and Hee doth hereby publish and declare His Boyall Will and 
plea/sure to bee, and doeth by these presents straitly charge and 
command, aswell His Lords Spiri/tuaU and Temporall, as aJso all 
deputy Lieutenants, Justices of the Peace, and Gentlemen of qna/litie 
who haue Mansion houses in the Gountrey, wherein they and their 
families have usually / dwelt (except such as are of His Highnesses 
Privie Counsell, or beare office about the Persons / or Courts of Him- 
selfe, or of his dearest Consort the Queene) that they and euery of 
them, immedi/atly upon the end of this present moneth of Nouember, 
depart from the Cities of London and / Westminster, and other Cities 
ond places, with their families and servants, vnto their seuerall / 
Countreys to attend their Seruice there, and to keepe Hospitality, as 
appertaineth to their degree / and calling, and that they, nor any of 
them, make their abode in any other Cities or Townes, / where they 
shall line priuately, but resort to their Gountrey houses & ordinary 
places of habitati/on, and there obserue these directions, upon paine, 
not onely of his Maiesties most heauy indig/nation and displeasure, 
and disable/ment to hold any such places of trust under his Maiestie, 
but also of such further censure and punishment, asmay be inflicted 
upon them for their disobedience, / and contempt or neglect of this 
his Boyal Commadnment, wherof, as his Maiestie intendeth to / take 
a strict and seuere account ; So He doeth hereby require aud command, 
aswell the Lords / and others of his Pririe Counsell, as also his 
Attoumey generall, and all other his Officers and / Ministers, whom it 
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shall any way conceme, to take order, that all such as shall offend, 

may receiue / condigne panishment, withoat toleration or conninence 
Given at Onr Court at White-HaU the eight and twentieth day of 
Noaember, in the third yeere of Our / Beigne of Great Britaine, 
France and Ireland 

God sane the King 

Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton, and John Bill, Printers to 

the / Kings most excellent Maiestie MD.O.XXII.' 

By the Bevd. G. E. Bichmond: — A twelfth century Antiphonary with 
illuminated initial letters, <&c., which appears to have been used in 
some Cistercian abbey. 

Mr. Bichmond said the Antiphonaria contained, according to 
Maskell, all or some of the following items : — 

i. Antiphons to Psalms and Canticles. 

ii. The Invitatories to Yenite. 

iii. The Besponsories after the Lections. 

iv. The Versicles and Besponses. 
V. The Hymns. 

vi. The little chapters of the lesser Hours. 
All arranged under their days and hours for the year. The present MS. 
book contains very fully the first three of these arranged according 
to the index of da\ s I have drawn out. 

The book has belonged to some monastery, as can be at once detect* 
ed by the number of Antiphons given for the noctums of any day and 
by the number of Besponsories, of which twelve are given, while nine 
only would be required were the book for use in a secular church. 
Additional proof of this is evidenced by the Canticles (for which Anti- 
phons are here provided) which take the place of the Psalms of the 
third noctum of the secular books ; and also by the short lections 
inserted at p. 189, which were to be read in monasteries in summer, 
in lieu of the lengthier lections of scripture appointed for the longer 
nights of spring, autumn and winter. Thus there seems to be no 
reason to doubt that the book was for the use of a Cistercian house 
as its title claims it to be (p. 1). 

I think also that it was not simply a choir book but the copy used 
by the precentor himself, and I venture on this supposition because, 
in the instances where Versicles and Besponses occur, it is the Versicle 
that is written in large letters, and noted, while the Besponse is put 
in small letters above the stave, and is not noted. As it was the 
precentor's duty to sing the Versicle, and the choir's to respond, it 
would seem that this was the book used by the former rather than by the 
latter. This is also made the more probable by the Besponsories 
(which were frequently assigned to the precentor) being so prominent- 
ly marked by the only illuminated capitals the book possesses. 

An interesting feature is the * Tonale ' at p. 157. This is a 
discourse between master and scholar, on the art of plain song. The 
precocious scholar seems to ask leading questions, and one only 
regrets that the answers of the magister are so desperately 
technical that they are, at any rate to myself, almost incomprehensible. 

I should be very grateful for suggestions as to the date of the MS. 
from any one skilled in paleography. I am sure no one can fail to be 
struck with the great beauty of the text which on some pages is as 
fresh as if just from the writer's hand ; and also with that of the red 
capitals inserted subsequently by the scribe himself as I think or 
some equally skilled penman. Both of these contrast very favourably 
with the illuminated capitals which though numerous are decidedly 
rough and of poor design. 
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The book has lost some pages at the end, the service for the 
Oommon of ETangelists being incomplete. I imagine the missing 
pages would contain the rest of this service and that for the Dedication 
of the Church, but it is not possible to say. The name of the scribe 
and the house to which he belonged are almost certain to have been 
placed at the colophon so unfortunately lost to us. 

There is only one other thing which I notice in the book. There is 
no service or rather there are no Antiphons and Responses given for 
Corpus Christi, a strange omission certainly. 

I should be very glad to hear, if you could spare time to inform me, 
what opinion as to date the members come t6 with regard to the book. 



INDEX. 

i-19. 
19. 
22. 
29. 

48. 

56. 

72. 

76. 

79. 

89. 

89. 

92. 

96. 
100. 
102. 
106. 
109. 
110. 
114. 
118. 
118. 
123. 
128. 
132. 
136. 
141. 
144. 

144. 
148. 
151. 

157. 
160. 
161. 



INDEX. 

173. Office for Ascension day. 
177 Pentecost. 
181. De S : Trinitate. 
186. S.S. after Pentecost. 

188. Antiphons at Mag : on Sat : 
from various Books of 
0. Test, beginning with 
• Kings.' 

189. The short lections for ferias 
in summer at nocturns. 

207. S. Ambrose. Conmion of 
Martyrs & Oonf : in Paschal 

time, & many Martyrs. 
S. Mark. 

208. SS. PhiUp & James. 
210. Invention of Cross. 
212. S. John Baptist. 
217. S. Peter. 

221. Commem : of S. Paul, & 

through the Octave. 
228. S. Peter ad Vincula. 

S. Laurentius. 
232. Assumption B.V.M. 
287. S. Bernard. 
241. Beheading of S. J. Bapt. 
246. Exaltn. of Cross. 
248. S. Michael. 
251. S. Justina. 
256. All Saints. 
260. Comm : of Martyrs and 

Confessors. 
264. S. Cecilia. 
267. S. Theonistus Thabra et 
Thabratffi. 

270. S. Clement. 

271. S. Andrew. 
275. Common of Evangelists. 

(incomplete). 

The Chairman said that the MS. could not be later than the year 1200 A.D., 
and that it was not English work. As an evidence of its early date, there is no 
mention of Corpus Christi which was of comparatively late introduction. 



Sundays & Ferials of Advent. 
Vigil of Christmas. 
Christmas Day. 
Epiphany, & V. Sundays 

aiter Epiphany. 
Septuagesima. 
1st S. in Lent. 
Passion Sunday. 
Palm Sunday. 
Monday in Holy Week. 
Tuesday in Holy Week. 
Wednesday in Holy Week. 
Maunday Thursday. 
S. Stephen. 
S. John. 
H : Innocents. 
S. Agnes. 
Conv : S. Paul. 
Purification B.V.M. 
S. Agatha. 
Cathedra Petri. 
S. Benedict. 
Annunciation B.V.M. 
Common of Apostles. 
Common of 1 Martyr. 
Common of many Martyrs. 
Common of Confessor Bps : 
Common of Confessors not 

Bps. 

Common of Virgins. 
Office of the Dead. 
Settings of Venite to various 

Tones. 
Tonale. 
Te Deum. 

Office for Easter Day, & 
following Ss : & Ferials. 
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The Secretary (Dr. Hodgkin) read a copy of a letter made in 1828 by Mr. W. 
Woodman Y.P. from the original, in the possession of ' an old lady of a 
Catholic family who has long since passed away \ giving an account of the visit 
of king George the third and queen Charlotte to lord Petre, at Thomden, in 
Essex 

* Madam 

Being desired by your aunt who has not time to write to send you some 
account of our late royal visit I have endeavored to pick up what information 
I could <fe have transmitted it in the plainest terms I can. I beg you to take 
notice that I am not able to come at the true bill of fare as yet Mr La Boche 
having taken it with him to London to rectify <& copy There were several 
alterations and additions but the following is the substance barring 12 Terreins 
that were added and some roasts 

Their majesties arrived at Thomden on the Monday about 3 o'clock who 
were received at the out door by Lord & Lady Petre with the usual formalities 
on that occasion which by the by were not many as the visit may be said to 
be on a familiar footing. The king handed Lady Petre up stairs ds Lord 
Petre the queen who went round to view the house while the table was 
preparing for dinner. The Queen dined in the dining parlour along with 
Lady Egremont who came with her Lady Petre & Lady Amherst. The Ung in 
the square hall along with Ld Lothian, lA Oarmathen (sic), Genl Oarpenter, 
Gen F Gen\ Maurice, Ool St John <fe Lord Petre. The evening was 

spent in cards & conversation 

Next day we had the review an acc^ of which you have had in the papers. 
He set off on horseback for that purpose about 11 o'clock & it was past four 
before he retum'd at which time the grand table was prepared. The Queen 
dined as yesterday But the king had 30 to dine with him to day. On the 
right hand sat lA Lothian, Ld Carmarthen, Sir David Lindsey, Gen Hall, 
Duke of Beaufort, Ld Westmoreland, Ld Winchelsea <& then the Colonels of 
regiments down to the bottom of the table. On the left hand sat Ld Petre, 
Gen. Amherst, Gen\ Peirson, Ld Eochford, Ld Waldegrave, Ld M* Steward, 
Ld Sussex, Ld Fitzwilliam, Ld St John, Sir Wm Lynch. Col. Harcourt, Col. 
St. John, <fe Colonels to the bottom 

The following is the bill of fare as it came to my hands The french seems 
to be ill spelt ; but I shall give it you as I find it for it is a kind of sacrilege 
to alter a french cook's bill of fare. [Then follows the bill of fare.] 

It is only the regard I have for aunt & you that could have drawn my pen 
to scrawl out so much barbarous french & on a subject so unworthy an 
Englishman. But we thoughtless mortals are sometimes forced to descend 
to puerilities. I must not fill this paper without telling you that their 
majesties were highly pleased & said 1000 pretty things to Ld <$; Lady Petre 
on the occasion Nothing escaped their observation. They left us on the 
Wednesday after breakfast but not till they had thrown up the sash for above 
an hour to shew themselves to the people chatting all the time with Ld, Lady 
A Miss Petre. Notwithstanding the many tables to be provided for every 
thing was carry 'd on with such coolness & regularity that his majesty desired 
lA Amherst to notice to the servants the high satisfaction they had given 
him. They had three tables besides the above one for the pages another for 
lA Ohewton (an aid de camp to Ld Amherst) the other aid de camps & 
chaplain a 3d for the Mn of the robes (who had seven & seven) besides the 
inferior servts & the guards from the camp we had no music but what came 
from the camp & that by one single respective band as the guard was relieved 
100 guas were left to the servants 25 to the poor of our parish & 2 to the 
ringers. In passing & repassing Brentwood their majesties drove through 
a double line of regulars who were placed on each side the road from the end 
of Ld Petre's avenue for above a mile towards London, cannon saluted him 
going & coming but we had none placed nearer the house than the length 
of the avenue King & queen in one post chaise both dress'd en militaire. 
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The Essex calTes were wonderfully struck with every part of this extraordinary 
exhibition & with many of them I believe the most surprising wonder was 

that a king of England should sleep in a house. Many of them I dare 

say were as anxious his majesty on each morning as the Mexicans were once 
for their monarch Montezuma when in the lumds of cruel Oortes. They 
wonder to this day that ever he came off alive. It is unknown how far 
prejudice will carry the vulgar But thank God we have a worthy king who 
has sense enough to be less prejudiced than the greatest part of his people. 
And would he put Catholic loyalty to the test he would then feel our real 
principles & find us perhaps the best subjects he has. As for myself I must 
own that knowing our national prejudices & seeing the king eat so much 
from a variety of made dishes I was afraid of an indigestion ensuing, & had 
but that even happened there would not have been wanting sinister reflexions. 
But (thank God again) their majesties were perfectly well St in high spirits 
the whole time. When I consider the whole visit I cannot but wonder at 
the hidden waies of providence in bringing things round for our advantage 
& wheh we least expect them. I have had many golden dreams in my life, 
but the extraordinary events that have happened this year in favor of a 
Buffering contemptible tho' innocent people never came into my noddle till 
now. While we have been asleep God has been working for us I hope we 
shall be grateful enou^ to acknowledge every &vor from his bountiful hand 
as worth xstians and worthy members of society. The rank I hold among 
my own people gives me frequent occasions to inculcate the duties they owe 
both to God & Cnsar : reminding them that they can never be faithful 
servts of God till they are faithful to those powers which God has placed over 
us & conclude with assuring you that no one regards you more than your 
most humble servt Chs Taylor 

P. 8. I can give you no precise intelligence about the desert but I hear it 
was very superb. Many things set in motion by clock work in imitation of 
Cox's Museum. have sent you inclosed the patterns of the new hangings 
The Crimson is that of the Kings Bedchamber & Queen's dressing ^oom. 
The pea green that of the best drawing room & King's dressing room 

You must excuse the scrawl for I have been writing it in a desperate hurry 
& am truly tired with the jobb 

I beg your prajers in return for making my fingers ake so much 

P.S. As I have been so hurryed & not well in health I have desired Mr. 
Taylor to help me out as nothing could give me a greater pleasure then 
informing of all that was done here and what was amiss I hope youl excuse 
me who am with great affection Your aunt £ Jackson ' 

THE ROMAN VALLUM. 

Mr. Bates gave an interesting account of the section made by him across 
the works of tiie Vallum on the height to the east of Heddon, and exhibited the 
two objects : a bronze socketed and looped celt 3^ ins. long, If wide at socket, 
IJ at cutting edge ; and a thumb flint (li X 1§). He said on the 20th inst. 
Dr. Hodgkin asked him to assist in making a section of the Vallum at the great 
hill about a quarter of a mile east of the village of Heddon-on-the-Wall. Dr. 
Hodgkin himself pointed out the section he wished to make. They were 
greatly obliged to the kindness of the landlord, Mr. Clayton, who permitted this 
section of the Vallum to be made upon his property, and also to the tenant, Mr. 
Stephenson. It was upon the western declivity of the hill that the cutting was 
made which he would describe. The earthworks, or vallum, were generally 
described as a ditch and three mounds — one mound to the north, then a ditch, then 
a mound on the south side of the ditch, and then a mound fuirtber south again. 
It was only a year or two ago that Mr. Neilson of Glasgow pointed out that the 
marginal mound on the south side of the vallum was not continuous throughout. 
They began excavating the ditch to see what the form of it was, and fortunately 
they found that it had been cut through a seam of fire-clay, by which means they 
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got the exact fonn of the fosse. It had been supposed that the ditch was Y shaped, 
but now any one could see it was flat-bottomed. They found that the fire-clay 
had been removed on to the north mound and on to the south mound, thus 
proving that the two mounds were constructed at the same time, and were con- 
temporaneous with the cutting of the ditch. This excavation showed, in fact, 
that the whole of the works at that point were executed at one time, and that any 
theory, however ably argued, based on the idea that these works were not 
executed at one and the same time, must be abandoned. Another result of this 
excavation was that it would be impossible for any one henceforth to say 
these earthworks were built of turf. These works must be considered from the 
point of view of the ditch as the centre, and they need not argue so much about 
the mounds. He believed Mr. Gibson was the first person to notice there was 
sometimes a marginal mound on the north side. As showing that the north 
marginal mound here present was really upcast stuff, they found a flint scraper. 
More remarkable still, in the great north mound, about eight inches above the 
original line of the soil, they found a bronze axe head. He believed this was 
the first time the earthworks had been cut through, and if it had not been for 
the courtesy of Mr. Clayton and the energy of I)r. Hodgkin, he was afraid it 
would have been a long time before a section would have been made. It was 
remarkable that the first time the works were out they should have yielded so 
much information. Mr. Fenwick Charlton deserved thanks for giving his 
engineering experience in superintending the excavations. 

The Chairman said the first cutting of the vallum had turned out to be of 
a most valuable character. It had proved conclusively that the mounds and 
the ditch of the vallum had all been constructed at the same time. If the 
mounds were thrown up by the Bomans — of which he had no doubt — the bronze 
axe head had nothing to do with the people who threw up the works, because 
hronze had been in disuse for centuries before the Bomans set foot on British 
ground. The axe head was a characteristic specimen of the bronze period. 
He suggested it had found its way into the vallum by having been taken up with 
the surface soil of the adjoining country. The flint scraper had probably got 
into the mound in the same way. 

Dr. Hodgkin pointed out the value of Mr. Fenwick Charlton's practical 
experience in the excavation, and said it was very important to have all these 
excavations conducted by men of similar experience. 

On the motion of Dr. Hodgkin, thanks were voted to Sir Wm. Crossman and 
Mr. Bichmond, to Mr. Woodman and Mr. J. C. Hodgson, to Mr. W. L. Charlton, 
and to Mr. Bates and Mr. Fenwick Charlton, and this concluded the business 
of the meeting. 



MISCELLANEA. 

TYNEMOUTH PRIOBY. 

* The abbot whose fate it was to encounter the skirts of the storm [the rising of 
the people] as it swept over Hertfordshire was Thomas de la Mare, son of a 
distinguished soldier. Sir John de la Mare, who had fought in the French wars. 
Thomas, who was a younger child and a boy of great personal beauty, was 
entered at St. Alban's at his own desire under Abbot Hugh. Bising rapidly 
through the inferior offices, he was sent, while still young into Northumberland 
to govern the dependent priory of Tynemouth and while there became intimate 
with the great family of the Percies. In 1369 he was promoted to the rule of 
the abbey. He had the usual experiences at Borne. The Popes whether 
infallible or not, have been at least homogeneous. 'The sums' writes 
Walsiughani, himself a monk at St. Alban's and the abbot's biographer, ' the 
sums which Abbot Thomas spent at Bome would have been incredible, nisi 
nota fuit omnibus avaritia ejusdem curiae had not the avarice of the papal 
conrt been so notorious '. Cupidity grows by what it fed on. The fees for St. 
Alban's having been paid, a second charge was presented for the vacancy which 
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the abbot had made at Tynemouth. It was withal precedent : bat the Pope 
threatened, if the claim was resisted, to appoint to Tynemouth himself, by 
Provisor. Frisa est immensa pecunia^ an immense snm of money had to go 
before the matter could be settled. But the Abbot was firm, and at last, servatus 
est locus iUe a proRditionilms Harpyiarum, the priory was rescued from the 
Harpies' claws.* Fronde, Short Studies, III, 76. 



HEXHAM. 

At a meeting of the Society of Ajitiquaries of London, held on the 2nd 
February, 1893*, ** England Howlett, Esq., F.S JL., exhibited a small earthenware 

lamp of late Boman or early 
Saxon date, found at Hexham, 
accompanied by the following 
note: 

* I acquired the little lamp I 
send for exhibition from a gentle- 
man to whom it was given twenty 
years ago by the sexton of the 
old church of Hexham, who told 
him he had dug it up in the 
churchyard. Hexham being a 
Roman town of some importance , 
there is not, I imagine, much 
doubt that the lamp is of Boman 
date. It is, however, worth 
bearing in mind that Saint 
Wilfrid built in the end of the 
seventh century a large church 
at Hexham, after the Boman 
manner. Is it possible that this 
little vessel may have been one 
of the lamps used in this 
church ? ' " The annexed illus- 
tration, kindly lent by the Society of Antiquaries of London, is frill size. 




HEIOHINGTON. 

Answers of the vicar to the queries of the bishop of Durham on the 16 May, 
1801 :— 

* There is a Publick Grammar School which was founded by Elizabeth Jenison 
about the year 1601 who granted to the master thereof 10 pounds pr an. 
issuing out of Lands in the Parish of Bp Middleham there are likewise some 
Lands allotted at the time of an Inclosure & some other Lands added by a 
former Bp of Durham which are in the possession of the master <& are held 
by Lease under your Lordship. These are the Lands for the Benewal of 
which the Vicar has presented 4 Petitions. Mr. Blacklin Curate is the 
present master who, according to the Will of Mrs. Jenison was duly appointed 
by the Dean & Chapter of Durham under their Seal July 20 1770 Mr. 
Blacklin says that he has in Winter 60 or 70 Scholars but in summer the 
Parents take their Children away to have the Benefit of their work, there is 
no Sunday School. 

There is only one Family of Papists & all the other Questions are answered 
in the negative 

The Methodists or reputed Methodists are very few of no rank <fe they have 
no Licensed Place of Worship Saml Viner Vicar * 



* Proe. Soe. Antiq. London, vol. xiv, 2 ser., p. 276. 
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An afternoon meeting of the Society was held at 

RAVENSWOBTH, 

on Satorday the 22nd day of July, 1893. 

Forty members and friends assembled at the entrance to the Oastle, Newcastle, 
at half-past two o'clock and were driven thence in brakes to Ravensworth Castle, 
where they were met by Mr. H. Wallace, agent to the Earl of BavensworUi, the 
president of the society. Other members joined the party near to the oasUe. 

By the side of the road approaching the castle the shaft of an ancient 
octagonal cross with its square base, known as * the butter cross/ was passed. 
It is said to have been the place where during the plague, temp, queen Elizabeth, 
the country people for fear of contamination left their produce, instead of 
handing it to the buyers. 

The two remaining towers, one iyy grown, of the old castle of Bavensworth, 
with a portion of the curtain walls, were examined with much interest. Mr. 
Wallace welcomed the members and said that doubtless the castle was TeiT 
strong in the olden time, as there were traces of a deep moat round it. A 
portion of this moat was left and was now used as a watering pond for the 
workshops. He also said that in the deed transferring the property from the 
Gascoynes to the Liddells which was in 1627 ( and not as generally stated in 
1607), the castle is named Ravensholme. 

Mr. Longstaffe in the Proceedings (yol.i, p. 256) informs us that this castle had 
originally four towers. In Bucks' View of 1728* one of these towers is shewn form- 
ing part of a mansion, which, with the tower, was pulled down and replaced in 1808 
by the present structure, designed by Nash. The plan of the old castle is 
not unusual as it is similar to many others in the north, such as Lumley, 
Bolton and Chillingham castles. The great interest, however, is that these 
towers are the earliest examples he (Mr. Longstaffe) knew in the north <^ 
England or anywhere, as, judging from the s^le, he thought they belonged 
to the latter portion of the Early English period or the commencement of 
the Decorated, say about the year 1200, speaking roughly. In the time of the 
Bed King, Bavensworth was granted by bishop Flambard to one Bichard, his 
nephew, the ancestor of fitz Marmaduke. It subsequently passed through 
a branch of the Lumley family, the Boyntons and Gascoignes, until in 1627 
one of the last named sold it to an ancestor of the present owner. Bavensworth 
is said, according to Symeon, to have been the place where Eardulf rose from 
the dead and predicted the death of bishop Walcher. 

Under Mr. Wallace's guidance the hall was entered. Here Mr. Wallace 
stated that owing to an unfortunate misunderstanding, the housekeeper, in the 
absence of direct orders, absolutely refused to fUlow members to see the 
interior of the castle. The gardens, however, were thrown open and special 
attention was drawn by Mr. Wallace to some fine cedars in front of the house. 

The Bev. E. H. Adamson, Y.P., moved a hearty vote of thanks to Lord 
Bavensworth for allowing the party to visit the castle, and to Mr. Wallace for 

* See pUte of Backs' View of Bavensvorth castle facing next page, from the original 
<;opper plate in the possession of the society. 
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so kindly shewing them what it was in his power to shew. Thanks were 
specially dne to the latter who had come out for the first time after his illness 
to meet the members. This was seconded by Mr. A. S. SteTenson, V.P., and 
carried by acclamation. 

Lamesley Ghnrch, a modem structure erected on the site of an ancient 
church in 1759 and restored in recent years was the next place visited. Th^e 
is in the chancel, a fine medieval grave-cover on which is a cross, with 
floriated head and an inscription in Lombardics, of which the most important 
part, the name of the commemorated, is illegible. The portion legible appears 
to read : — ' Hie in tvmba jacet .... pro anima ejus ora \ 

The communion plate and bells are described in the 4th volume of the 
Proceedings pp. 191 and 192. 

The drive was then continued to Beaconsfield, Low Fell, the residence of 
Alderman Gail, a vice-president of the society, who had specially invited members 
to inspect the numerous objects of antiquarian interest in and about his grounds. 
Members oh arrival Were met by the alderman who, Without delay .gave the 
following description : — 

*' 'Beaconsfield', the name of this house, was given on account of it being 
built on the * Beacon's fields by the side of the Fells of Gateshead ' thus 
described in old writings. The old Durham road is an old road over the hills 
on which formerly beacons were set up. From Beaconsfield to Gateshead was 
a fell or moor, which ^remained so until the early pai-t of this century when an 
Act was passed for enclosing common lands. As lord of the manor, Cutbberb 
Ellison took charge of the whole of it with the exception of a few very small 
patches. Now the laud is being rapidly sold for building sites at high prices. 
The new branch of thb road through Low Fell to Durham was made in 1826 and 
is celebrated in local poetry. Yon mil find the following amongst the objects 
of antiquity scattered about the grounds : — 

Several ba/lista stones, the two on the gate piUars are eighteen inches in 
diameter. These, with many others, were found under the floor of the old 
Exchange on the Sandhill, Newcastle, which was built by Bobert Trollop in 
1657. The mausoleum of Trollop is in Gateshead churchyard, and on a stone, 
with a finger pointing over to Newcastle, there is or was this inscription : — 
* Here lies Bobert Trollop 
Who made yon stones to roll up.' 
The Boman station was on the hill above the Exchange, and the stone balls 
may have rolled down from it or been lauded from ships. T gave two of these 
balls to Mr. G. Y. Hay for a new gateway at Hilton in Cleveland ; thinking it 
unkind to banish them so far away, without a note stating where they had lain 
for so many centuries, I had the following inscription carved on one of the 
gate pillars after consultation with the late Mr. John Clayton : — balista 

ROMANiE LAPIDE8 PONTE jELII EFFOSSI. 

The gable cross from the Gateshead monastery, now Trinity elmrch, ison the 
west gable of the entrance lodge. This beautiftil cross was found among the 
debris when the building was roofless and partly in ruins, and as I (Mr. Oail) 
remembered it seventy-five years ago. Mr. Dobson restored the chapel in 1837. 
The late Mr. J. W. Swinburne obtained the cross, and it was in his garden in 
the back lane, now West street, when it was sold for a dispensary. The cross 
was then taken by him to his new house * Heathfield ' on the Durham road. I, 
on the «ale of this, obtained the cross which I had long coveted, put a 
new stalk and base to it, and fixed it on the lodge as you see it. The wind 
having blown down the restored cross on the chapel, the authorities applied to 
me for the return of the original which I declined to accede to, but made them 
a drawing of it from which the present cross on the church gable was carved. 

' The White Cross Market '. On the east end of the lodge is the finial and 
iron cross which stood near the west end of Low Friar street, in Newgate street, 
Newcastle. 
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There are some carved stones in the drive border, some of which may have 
formed terminals of label mouldings. The next object, a large stone ball 21 ins. 
diameter, is made of freestone and very inferior to those previously named. It 
stands on a ' creeing trough ' or ' sheeling stone * used in the nortii country for 
taking tlie husks off barley, &c. On it there is a handsome man^s face with an 
open countenance through which the grain could be pushed out. I could not claim 
him for an ancestor as he has not the * Oail nose \ Then comes a Tndor 
gateway capital ; followed by some pieces of tracery from St. Nicholas's, 
Newcastle, and a cross, formerly a sun dial, of red sandstone, from Carlisle. 

Lying at the left-hand side of the walk are some stones of the eleventh or 
twelfth century which I obtained from St. Nicholas's church when some 
extensive reparations were being made. They had been used as common 
walling stones iu the present church, and are of a totally different stone. 
Some had been used as jambs or pilasters, and others had formed part 
of the Norman circular * zig-zag ' arches, which plainly showed the existence of 
a church long anterior to the present one. On a gable of the south front there 
is a pinnacle which was formerly one of the pinnacles on the same church. 

Down the same walk ou the right are two small balitta stones, and 
following this smaller walk there is another, 2 ft. 1 in. diameter, of bastard 
stone. Betuming to the main walk ou the left is one of the pillars of the crypt 
of the old ecclesiastical building, used as the Grammar school of Newcastle, 
which stood on the site of Neville street and part of the Central Station, where 
many of our worthies such as Sir John Marley, Lord Colliugwood, Lord Eldon, 
and others were educated. 

Proceeding down the walk on the right-hand there is a * creeing trough * 
with cherubs at the comers and dated 1729. And on the other side of the 
walk there is another example. Through the kitchen garden there are 
some of the stones which formed the parapet of the Tyne bridge, taken down 
to make way for the present swing bridge ; they consist of base stones, balus- 
ters and coping, which I have delayed getting put into shape. Near the chalet 
on the mound is a remarkable sun dial with many faces. 

This mound was made by the working of a pit in the last century, and 
the pit shaft, which is amongst the trees, has been covered over. There is a 
stone standing with the word ' Pit ' cut upon it which shows the site, I presume, 
of the shaft. I planted the trees around it in 1870 ; I was advised by people 
who ought to know, that they would not grow there, and you see the result, 
some being about thirty feet high. It is a common ' saw ' that a man may 
build a house but be cannot make trees, but in my lifetime I have made trees 
in several places, at any rate sufficient to get shadow and shade. 

On the terrace of the west front are two fine specimens of heraldic carving in 
the shape of two paroquets in Portland stone, of which my learned friend Mr. 
W. H. D. Longstaffe in 1864 gave me the following particulars : — * Your paroquets 

* were carved between 15th April, 1690, when baron Lumley was created earl of 

* Scarborough, and 17th December, 1721, when he died. The buck on the 
escutcheon of pretence iu the centre of Lumley is the bearing of Jones of 

* Oxfordshire. The earl's lady was Frances, only daughter and heiress 

* of sir Henry Jones of Aston in that county.' These paroquets stood 
on the lawn of Picton house. New Bridge street, Newcastle, at the residence of 
a Mr. Todd in 1830 ; the house was sold to the Blyth and Tyne Railway company, 
and is now the railway station. The paroquets were thrown down and left for des- 
truction when I fortunately saw them and asked the chairman, Mr. Laycock, 
and some of the directors, for permission to take them, when Mr. Laycock said 

* Oh yes, take them, but what will you do with the ould Jinnie Hoolets ' ? and 
a good laugh was raised at my expence. I soon had them carried off to my 
then residence Fell cott-age, Low Fell, and thence here. 

A dial on the terrace, dated 1754, which has been exposed to the weather for 
139 years, is as sharp and fine as the d.vy it was made, shewing the indestruct- 
ible nature of brass. 
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Near the entrance to the honse there are seyeral balitta stones which were 
taken out of the river, some of them 20 feet below its bed, prenons to the 
dredging done by the River Tyne Commissioners. 

There is a finely carved triangular stone which has been used for filling 
in the spandril between two pointed arches, and is an exact counterpart of a 
similar stone in the Oastle. It came from the old building which in later days 
was called Anderson place, over the site of which Grey Street now runs, near 
Messrs. Lambton's bank. There are also some hand mills for grinding com, 
found deep in the river bed. 

When I was a boy blunderbusses were carried on the mail coaches, 
the guard being dressed in a red coat, with gold braid on his hat, and 
perched on a small seat, similar to those on the hansom cabs, sufficient 
only for himself, and he had this blunderbuss by his side. When the mail 
coaches were given up I bought them of Davidson the gunsmith, who had 
altered them from the old-fashioned flint lock to the new percussion lock, 
and then the whole became old-fiEishioned and died out. I presented one 
to the Black Gate museum some time ago 

Members then entered the house and partook of tea. 

At the conclusion of the repast, the Bev. £. H. Adamson, V.P., moved a 
cordial vote of thanks to Alderman and Mrs. Oail for the trouble they had taken 
and the kindness they had shewn in entertaining them so hospitably. He said 
they must all sympathize with the alderman on his failure of eyesight, but he 
thought they might be allowed to congratulate him on his enjoying, in all other 
respects, such a green old age, and he was sure that they would all agree in wish- 
ing him and Mrs. Cail many more years to enjoy the society of their friends. 

Mr. Alex. S. Stevenson, V.P. in seconding the motion said that it fell to his 
lot as a vice-president to second the vote of thanks. The ancient objects they 
had seen wore of much local interest. Some people were of opinion that such 
things should be placed in a museum and not in a private collection. But it 
ought not to be forgotten that but for the action of Aid. Oail in collecting and 
guarding them, they would probably have disappeared altogether. It had been 
hinted that Mr. Blair and some of their members looked with envious eyes at 
the things they had seen, but he could assure their old friend that he need have 
no fear for their safety, because the only thing they would carry away with them 
that day was a lively recollection of the hearty — he might even say brotherly — 
welcome they had received at Beaconsfield. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Oail suitably replied for Mrs. Oail and himself. 

Members returned to the carriages and were driven back to the Oastle, 
Newcastle, where they separated after a most enjoyable afternoon. 



With respect to the letter from Essex relating to the visit of king George the 
third to lord Petre (p. 45), Sir William Grossman, K.O.M.G., thus writes : — 
" Touching that letter from Essex giving an account of George Ill's visit, 
I find from the * Annual Register * of 1778 (vol. 21) that George 3d went to 
Lord Petrels house, Thomden place in Essex, on Monday the 19th inst. 
(curiously enough the month is not named, but I presume it was October ; the 
year was 1778) and on the 20th he inspected the troops at the camp at 
Warley attended by General Lord Amherst. The next day after visiting on 
the road Lord Waldegrave at Wavestrik he returned to London (the queen's 
house). The * Register ' says * The king and queen and their suite, during 
their stay at Thomden, were most magnificentiy entertained by my Lord 
Petre, at an expenoe it is said of upwards of £12,000.*." 
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The usual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 26th day of July, 1898, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, the Bev. W. Greenwell, F.B.S., one of the vice- 
presidents, being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Robert Watson Oooper, 2 Sydenham Terrace, Newcastle. 

ii. Walter Sbewell Corder, North Shields. 

iii. Joseph Dennison, Sanderson Road, Newcastle. 
iT. Sir Augustas Harris, Tyne Theatre, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 

Presents, for which the thanks of the members were voted : — 

From the author: — ' The Geography of Ptolemy Elucidated*, by Thomas Olazebrook 
Rylands, F.S.A., &o. plates, &c., 4to. cloth. Dublin, 1898. 

From Dr. Blomberg : — < Mos^e Royal d'Archtologie ' of Sweden, by Hans Hildebrand. 
• 8vo., pp. 13. 

From Prof. Zangemeister, hon. mem. : — • Limesblatt', No. 4, 8vo. 
From A. W. Franks, C.B., hon. mem. : — The * Corpus Inscriptionum Latinamm' 
(except vol. vn). 

The special thanks of the society were voted by acclamation to Mr. Franks 
for his valuable present. 

Exchanges — 

From the Society of Antiquaries of London : — • Proceedings ', 2nd ser., vol. xiv, 
iii (Mar. 24/92 to Ap. 20/98) [contains a note on an early earthenware lamp from 
Hexham, (see this volume of the Proe. p. 48) ]. 

From the British Archaeological Association : — Their * Journal vol. xux, pt. 2. 
June 80/98, plates. 

From the Numismatic Society of London : — The * Numismatic Chronicle*, 8rd ser.. 
No. 60, 1803, pt. ii, plates. 

Purchases — « The Antiquary' for July, 1898. 

* Antike DenkmUer, yoI. ii, pt. i, foho, fine plates. 

The recommendation of the Council to subscribe for ♦ Historical notes on 
Cullercoats, Whitley, Monkseaton, &c.,' by Mr. Tomlinson, was agreed to. 
Donations to the museum. The thanks of the society were voted for the 
following : — 

From Sir Gainsford Bruce for himself and co-trustees :— Three chalk drawings 
by 8. Holmes, of places on the Antonine Wall, near Falkirk. 
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From J. VentresB : — A rubbing of the Tyzack tombstone in Heaton Park. 
From Walter Scott, Sunderland:— A piscina from Boldon church (see 

illustration 

of it here 

given ). 

The Chairman said 
this stone had no 
business to be taken 
out of the church, and 
they had no business 
to accept it. It was a 
most disgraceful thing 
of the clergy to allow 
such things to be 
removed from their 
churches. Personally 
he declined to support 
a vote of thanks to 
the donor. 

Mr. Dendy said there were a great many clergymen in all parts of the country 
who did not care for old and interesting things of this sort. When they were pre- 
sented to the society it was bound to take care of them. If the church authorities 
throughout the land properly guarded these objects it was a duty that would 
not fall upon societies like this. 

Mr. Sheriton Holmes : We have done the same thing before. 

Mr. Blair moved that the thanks of the society be given to Mr. Scott for the 
stone, and this on being seconded by Mr. Dendy was agreed to. 

Thanks were also voted to the donors of the other objects. 

The Council reported that they had had before them a letter from Mr. W. W. 
Tomlinson, honorary librarian of the society, in which he stated that as he had 
so little available time at his disposal, during the hours the Castle was open, to 
give to the library, he thought that he could not * at present satisfactorily perform 
the duties connected with the office,* tie therefore tendered his resignation 
which they accepted ; they recommended that Mr. Matthew Mackey be 
asked to accept the vacant office provisionally until the annual meeting. 

The recommendation of the Council was agreed to nem. con. 

Mr. Blair (secretary) read the following letter from the Worshipful Chancellor 
Ferguson of Carlisle, in reply to some remarks of the Chairman made at the 
last meeting of the society (see p. 41) : — 

Carlisle, July 21, 1893. 
" To the Secretaries, the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Gentlemen, — My attention has been drawn to a statement by Canon 
Greenwell, made when presiding over your monthly meeting of 28th June, 
1893, in which he contradicts a statement of mine ' that serious injury had 
been done to the Bewcastle cross by an attempt to make a cast of it'. 
According to a newspaper report Canon Greenwell said my statement was a 
' fabrication.' This I cannot overlook, and I enclose you a copy of niy 
report on the injury done to the cross.* 

The gentlemen whose names are mentioned are ready to testify to having 
seen flakes detached from the cross strewn round its foot and to picking them up. 

But it happens that I saw the cross on the 15th of last month, just a fort- 
night before Canon Greenwell stigmatized my statement as a fabrication. 

* For this see the Tratuaetiom of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiq. Soo., vol. 
XII, p. 61. 
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LEFT HAND SIDE. FRONT. BIGHT HAND SIDE. 



A Newly Discovered Roman Altar at Lanchester. (see nrxt page). 
(One twelfth full size). 
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The cross has now to a great extent recoyered its colour, bnt the places from 
which the operator detached flakes can easily be seen. Those flakes I brought 
to Carlisle in 1890, and kept for a long time on the mantel-piece in my library. 

I regret that Canon Greenwell has brought the subject up, as I took care 
not to mention his name. That the cross has been seriously injured by his 
operator can be proved up to the hilt by many witnesses. 

I must ask you to give the same publicity to this letter that you have done 
to the canon's statement. Yours truly, Bich. S. Ferguson." 

The Chairman said he could only repeat what he had said at the last meeting 
and that he could not withdraw one word as no damage worth speaking about had 
been done to the cross. 

A NEW LANG HESTER ROMAN ALTAR. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) announced that a very fine Boman altar 5 ft. 2i ins. 
high, with its loose, hollowed out base, had been discovered by the side of 
Watling street, about a furlong north of the Boman station at Lanchester. The 
weight of it according to Dr. Hooppell, including its base, is about 14 cwt. It 
has been removed to the south porch of the church at Lanchester. The whole 
inscription appears to read : deae gar | manoabi | et n [oord | iani] * Ava n 

PR[o] I SAL . vex . SVEBO | RVM . LON . QOR VO | TVjf SOLV^RVNT M 

On one side are the patera and a circular ornament with curved lines 
radiating from the centre to the circumference (similar to the RUingham altar 
hereafter mentioned), and on the other the culter and pra^fericulum. The 
dedication is to a hitherto unknown goddess Garmangabis and the divinities 
of the emperor [Gordian] for the safety of a vexillation of Suevians. The name 
of the emperor [Gordian] appears to have been purposely chiselled out. The 
erasure of the names of emperors is of common occurrence in Boman inscriptions. 
For another instance see the lastly discovered South Shields inscription (p. 14). 
Camden, who was followed by Hodgson, gave the Boman name of Lanchester as 
Longovicunij but this has been doubted by some. The question, however, seems 
now to be nearer a solution, as the letters lon, probably an abbreviation of the 
name, occur on the stone. The altar has no focus. The projecting part above 
the inscription on which are two horn-like objects, and the sides, are covered 
with elaborate ornamentation. This ornamentation is very similar to that on 
an altar, dedicated to the Transmarine Mothers, from Habitancim, now at 
Alnwick castle (see woodcut p. 60 ; also Lapid. Sept. No. 606, and Arch. Ael, 
vol. XV, p. 336), so like indeed are the two altars that they were probably carved 
by the same person (see illustration of the altar p. 65). 

Dr. Hodgkin said that this altar introduced us to a new goddess. The 
names of these north country gods and goddesses were very uncouth. The 
Lanchester goddess appeared to be named ' Garmangabis 

A squeeze, a photograph, and copies of the inscription, by Mr. Jas. F. Bobinson 
of Burnopfield, were handed round. 

Dr. Hooppell has promised to read a paper on the altar at the August meeting 
of the society. 

HESLEVSIDE DEEDS. 

Mr. W. L. Charlton then read notes by himself and Mr. 0. J. Charlton, on 
some MSS. from Hesleyside, principally relating to Cumberland and 
Westmorland, twelfth to sixteenth century," found some months ago while 
sorting papers at Mantle hill the house of the steward of Hesleyside. 

The Chairman spoke of the great loss occasioned by the wilful destruction of 
ancient documents. He was afraid that lawyers were the greatest sinners in 
this respect, as they considered all documents not affecting the title as useless 
rubbish, which they took the first opportunity of ridding themselves of in 

* Both professors Mommsen and HQbner agree in reading the erased word oobdiaki. 
The former refers to the CIX., vol. vii, No. 996, and HemuB 19, 282. 
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order to find room in their offices. He knew of one case where it took many 
days to destroy the documents, and judging from a bundle of about fifty 
charters which had been saved by one of the clerks in the office, and which 
was brought to him for inspection, the loss was irreparable. In another 
case he happened to go into an office wlien he saw two clothes baskets full of 
deeds and documents, amongst which were about 100 charters, and on asking his 
Mend what he was going to do with them he said to destroy them as they 
were in his way, but if he ( the chairman ) liked he could have them, 
an offer, he need not say, he gladly accepted. Amongst the documents were 
many with fine seals some going back to the twelfth century. 

Mr. Dendy said that it was from deeds and documents like these which had 
been described by Mr. Charlton that ^history was made. Such a find was more 
valuable than any amount of printed matter. They were, therefore, very much 
obliged to Mr. Charlton for reading the paper. He concurred in what had 
fallen from the chairman respecting the great destruction of documents and 
neglect that comes from ignorance. He concluded by moving a vote of thanks 
to Mr. W. L. Charlton and his cousin. 

Dr. Hodgkin was pleased to hear the wonderfully couservative remarks of the 
chairman. He had almost been under the impression that the real secret was 
' to destroy in order to preserve \ He seconded the motion which was carried 
by acclamation. 

BOLDON. 

The Rev. J. T. Brown of Sunderland read his account of *' The Parish and 
Churcn of Boldon.*' 

In the course of his paper Mr. Brown mentioned that in one of the registers 
it was stated that a clergyman had to obtain the assent of the bishop to his 
marriage, and the bishop to see the lady before he gave his assent. 

The Chairman said that as a rule so few clergymen took any interest in their 
churches it was therefore a pleasure to have to welcome an exception in the 
case of Mr. Brown whose able paper they had just heard. 

The Chairman in the conversation which followed the reading of the paper 
told a story connected with a visit a few years ago of the Northumberland and 
Durham Archaeological Society to Boldon church. Among those present, he said, 
was an amateur architect who pointed out the grace and beauty of the east window, 
and exclaimed, * No modem man could have built that.' Whereupon the whole 
company was startled by some one shouting out, * Oh, I built that window 
myself.' The man was brought forward, and on being asked if he had any proof of 
what he said, mentioned another man who lived in the village as one who had 
assisted him. This man was sent for, and before any other question wa8 put to 
him he was asked if he knew anything about the window. He at once said that 
be and the other man had put in that window ' five years ago.' 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Brown for his valuable paper. 

THE ROMAN WALL. 

Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) stated that there had been a sort of committee 
examining the Boman Wall, both here and in Scotland. General von Sarwey,* 
a member of the German Limes Commission, and the military director of the 
excavations on the Lime* in Germany, had come here by order of his Govern- 
ment to examine our Boman Wall and Vallum. Professor Pelham and 
several other gentlemen from Oxford accompanied him. They had a very 
interesting time upon the Wall, and he would read a letter from Prof. Pelham 
which gave the result of their observations, and was an earnest exhortation 
to this society not to get faint-hearted about excavation. Dr. Hodgkin read the 
letter, as follows : — 

See Athetiaeum for Jnly 16th, 1898, p. 105, and 29th, p. 167, for an interesting account 
of the Antonine Wall by prof. W. M. Ramsay, M.A. giving General von Sarwey's opinion that 
the trench of the Antonine Wall, like the North of England vaUum, was the lAmes B(manu$. 
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*' You may like to know what were the impressions left apon the minds of 
those who travelled along the line of the Boman Wall a few weeks ago in 
company with General von Sarwey, and this letter, which has been read and 
approved by both Haverfield and Hogarth, may be taken to represent onr views. 

We wish in the first place to express our gratitude to yourself and your 
fellow antiquaries in the north for the valuable assistance which they so 
courteously gave us. 

The main result of our trip may be stated in a few words. One and all we 
were impressed with the necessity of systematic excavation, as the only means 
of answering the many difficult questions raised by the extant remains. 
Above all the great problem of the meaning of the vallum can hardly be 
solved, until the construction of the earthen mounds has been carefully 
studied by means of sections cut at various points. There is also need of 
further excavation in the camps and along the line of the Wall itself. The 
completion of the work begun at Ohesters, and the excavation of the camp 
and adjoining buildings at Housesteads, are instances in point. It would no 
doubt also be desirable to take surveys of selected portions of the line, on a 
larger scale and in greater detail than the survey of Maclauchlan. If a well 
considered scheme of excavation and survey were prepared, it ought not to 
be impossible to find the money needed. The work might be done in sections, 
as the state of the funds allowed. The committee of direction would 
naturally decide on the plan of operations and lay down general rules for the 
guidance of those immediately in charge of any particular excavation. We 
have only to add that any assistance which we can render would be cheerfully 
given. A systematic and exhaustive examination of the Boman firontier 
in North Britain would be of the greatest service to all students of the history 
of old Borne and no work could reflect more credit upon northern antiquaries, 
or be a more fitting tribute to the memory of one of the greatest of their 
number, Dr. Bruce.*' 

Mr. S. Holmes exhibited sections which he had prepared of the cuttings through 
the vallum on the hill a little to the east of Heddon, and read the following 
notes on them : — 

On July 21st I took levels and data of the cutting made across the vallum 
works which are embodied and shewn upon the accompanying section.* From 
this it will be seen that at this point the vallum works are seated on the 
northern slope, and near the summit of a natural roll of the ground, the 
sides of which fall away both to the north and south. 

The vallum fosse is here about 50 yards to the south of the Wall and the 
extreme breadth of the two aggers and fosse is about 145 feet. The outer 
sides of the aggers being about equidistant from the centre of the fosse. The 
fosse has been excavated partially through sandstone rock raggle, and the 
lower portions of it into a bed of fire clay, the material from each of which can 
be clearly traced in the foundations of the aggers thrown up from it (the fosse). 

The balance of material on the line of section shews an excess of material 
in the two aggers of about 40 per cent, over that which could have been derived 
from the ditch opposite to them ; but it is evident from the disposition of the 
sandstone and fire-clay in the south agger that the mound had not been made 
from the ditch material immediately opposite to it, as the fire-clay, which is the 
lower material in the ditch, has been the first deposited in the formation of the 
south agger. 

Generally, the original ground line can be distinctly traced on the sides of the 
cutting, being marked by a dark line of decayed turf, but where this could not 
satisfactorily be made out the assumed original surface has been marked by a 
dotted line on the section. 

There is here a peculiarity in the present surface line and the fosse outline as 
it had been originally, which seems difficult to account for. As a rule where a 
ditch has become partially filled in by natural causes, the upper edges 
become rounded off and the fallen material therefrom forms a reverse curve on 



* See Btctions on opposite page. 
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the bottom of the ditch ; bnt in this case the edges of the cliff seem to have 
been pnshed forward, so that the space left has a slope on the south side, con- 
siderably steeper than the slope of the ditch originally. 

It would almost appear from this that at some time a portion of the side 
material had been thrown back into the ditch with an intent to fill it up, but 
that the work had been left incomplete. The sloped sides of the fosse, as 
originally cut, are here distinctly marked by the depth to which the cutting has 
been excavated into the bed of fire-clay. The southern base of the south agger 
appears to have been protected by a low wall, a portion of which seems formed 
by an escarpment of the sandstone rock and coped by a line of large stones on 
the top. At the northern end of the exploratory excavation and just within the 
site of the Boman Wall there occurs, at a depth of a few inches fix>m the surface, 
a bed of coal shale, seemingly for the purpose of a road. As, however, there 
had been a coal pit within a few yards of the place, it is probable this had 
formed a road or horse track to it. 

Another exploratory trench had been cut, across the fosse only, at a point 20 
yards east of the former one, which shewed that at this point the fosse had been 
cut chiefly into the sandstone rock. The bottom of the fosse here, as in the 
former case is flat and not carried down to a point, as seems generally to have 
been assumed.'* 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Holmes. 
This concluded the business of the meeting 




Roman Altab from Risimoham 
at Alnwiek Castle, (see p. 56.) 
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A country meeting of the Society was held in the 

VALLEY OF THE NORTH TYNE, 

on Thnrsday the 10th day of August. 1893. 

Ahout fifty members and friends availed themselves of the opportunity to visit 
the castles of Hanghton and Ohipchase. 

Leaving Hexham at 11-80 in a large brake and other conveyances, the 
party proceeded by way of the suspension bridge across the Tyne to 
Warden. Here a short time was spent in examining the venerable church of 
pre-Oonquest origin, of this period being the 
lower part of the tower with the arch leading 
into the nave, and a curious stone in the porch 
ori^ally a Roman altar turned upside down, 
with a rude figure with interlaced work under 
the arras and above one shoulder a triqiietra 
(the annexed rough sketch* will give an idea 
of it). The remainder of the church is Early 
English. It has two long transepts. The 
chancel was rebuilt a few years ago by the 
present rector the Rev. G. Oruddas. Li the 
chancel there is a fine and perfect coped grave 
cover of early date, with the sides tegulated like 
the roof of a house, representing the domus 
vltima. The windows of the church are filled 
with good painted glass by Kemp of London. 
In the south porch are a small stone coffin with 
place for the head, evidently for a child, and 
two small grave covers. The communion plate 
is described in the third volume of these 
Proceedings, p. 245. 
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In Homer's lane was pointed out the site of 
the cottage where the occupier * Joe the Quilter * 
was barbarously done to death many years ago 
and the murderer never discovered. The lower 
portion of an ancient boundary cross in the 
same lane with a sword carved upon it was ex- 
amined. Members then drove, by way of 
Walwick grange and Chollerford, to 

HAUOHTON CASTLE 

where they were received by Mr. and Mrs. Oruddas, at whose kind invitation 
liglit refreshment was partaken of under the trees in front of the castle. 

* Lent by the Editor of the Antiqtiary. 
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The BeT. G. Borne-Hall, F.S.A. read a paper on the history of Hanghton, 
which has been printed in the Proeeeding$ of the Berwickshire Naturalists 
Olub,* to which members are referred. When it was first mentioned, he said, 
the place came before us as belonging to Scotland, the liberty of Tindale 
having been re-granted in 1159 to the Scottish kings who held it by homage only. 
He traced the descent of the manor from the Pratts to the Swinbnmes. William 
de Swynbnrne, treasurer of queen Margaret, wife of Alexander III of Scotland, 
he stated, was probably the builder of &e castle in the thirteenth century. The 
castle is first mentioned in 1373. It passed fi^m the Swinburnes into the hands 
of the Widdringtons. From a letter of Henry VIII to the earls of Cumberland 
and Westmoreland, it appears that in 1541 a party of Scots, with scaling-ladders, 
entered the castle of Haughton, belonging at that time to Sir John de Widdrington, 
assaulted the inmates, and took away with them nine horses and plate together 
with other things to the value of £40 sterling. In the seventeenth century 
Haughton was sold to Smith of Tecket. A paper mill near the castle, built 
in 1788, played a part in European history, being the place where the forged 
French assignats were made. One of the moulds is still preserved, and bears 
the date 1790. 

On the conclusion of the paper, the party proceeded to view the castle, under 
the guidance of Mr. Oruddas and Mr. Bome-Hall. The principal features 
noted were the double row of vaulte on the basement, the arcade of retaining 
arches on the outside, and an Early English arch in what is now a private 
chapel. This arch gave rise to much discussion, some of the members main- 
taiuing that it was the old entrance to the castle, as it seemed to be defended 
on one side by a meurtri^re ; and others that it bad been removed from some 
earlier building, as the label on one side had been curtailed as if to adapt it to 
ite new position, and the rest of the arch being evidently much later iu date. 
In the entrance hall and drawing room two fine carved mantelpieces and 
panelling which had come from an old house on the Sandhill, Newcastle, 
which is said to have belonged to the earls of Derwentwater, was much admired. 
Collotypes of the mantelpieces are given in Remnants of Old Nftocastle pub- 
lished by the society. 

A vote of thanks, moved by the Bev. G. Bome-Hall, and seconded by Mr. H. 
A. Adamson, was accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Cruddas for their kind reception. 

The Bev. 0. E. Adamson has furnished the following notes culled from 
difierent sources, chiefly from Hartohome and Hodgson-Hinde, relating to the 
franchise of Tyndale : — 

** It appears that Northumberland (including in those days the present county of 
Durham) being the southern half of the ancient kingdom of Bernicia was not 
for a long period properly incorporated into the kingdom of England, being 
governed by official earls with nearly independent authority. William the 
Conqueror continued this system, although he took into his own hands the 
appointment of the earl. On the rebeUion of earl Bobert de Mowbray in 1095, 
the earldom was confiscated and the custody of the county entrusted as in other 
counties to a sheriff. In 1139 king Stephen thought it to his advantage to 
revive the earldom of Northumberland in favour of Henry, son of David king 
of Scotland, a grandson by his mother of the last hereditary earl Waltheof.f 
On the death of Henry it was conferred upon his younger brother William. 
Henry II on his accession resumed the royal demesnes which had been alien- 
ated by his predecessor, but in his fifth year [1159] the manor of Tyndale 
was conferred upon William, and it was the sole recompense which he ever 
received for the loss of the county. Tyndale continued under the kings of 
Scotland until its forfeiture by Baliol when it was granted by Edward I (1297) 
to Anthony Bek, bishop of Durham. It was afterwards granted to other 

* < Hiatorio Notices of Haughton Castle, North Tynedale *, vol. xi, p. 145. 

t See representation of a penny of Henzy, earl of Northumberland, in Proc, vol. v, p. 248. 
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persons, and it was not until 1496 that the franchise of Tyndale was finally 
attached to the county of Northumberland by an act of eleventh Henry VII 
whereby it was provided that ' North and South Tyndale and all the lands 
therein shall be gildable and parcel of the county of Northumberland : and no 
franchise shall be there but all the king's writs and officers shall be obeyed.' 

The franchise or liberty of Tyndale then was one of the royal manors, held 
by the kings of Scotland and being to all intents and purposes part of Scotland, 
so much so in fsust that the bailiff of the franchise accounted for the revenues 
thereof to the Scottish Exchequer.* Within its limits they enjoyed jura regalia 
as i'nlly as in any part of their own realm, saving only the acknowledgment of 
the paramount superiority of the English crown. A remarkable evidence of 
this will be found in the roll of the justices itinerant of Alexander III of the 
pleas held at Wark in the thirty-first year of his reign (1279). Wark was the 
capital of the franchise, and at this place was held the royal court of^ihe franchise. 
Here therefore were tried all plaints and suits, misdemeanours and offences. 
On the Mote hill, the itinerant judges of the Scottish crown administered 
justice, and the record of their proceedings represents very vividly the condition 
of the inhabitants. 

The kings of Scotland who exercised these powers were William, Alexander II, 
and Alexander III, and under these kingsf Scotland was more prosperous than 
at any period of her existence down to the time when she ceased to be a separate 
kingdom in 1707. 

The franchise was held by homage only, and we find that the holder thereof 
or bis bailiff met the justices of the king of England when they visited 
Newcastle. Representatives of the king of Scotland, of the archbishop of York, 
of the bishop of Durham, of the prior of Tynemouth, and of the Umfrevilles, 
met the justices if they came from York at a well in Gateshead called ChiUewell, 
and if they came from Carlisle at Fourstones,} and there pleaded their liberties, 
thus acknowledging the supremacy of the king of England. 

The roll of thn justices for 1279 has been printed in one of the Newcastle 
volumes of the Royal Archaeological Institute where it occupies sixty pages of 
small print in Latin. And in connection with a visit to Haughton OasUe, we 
may take the business of a former lord of Haughton as a specimen of pleas 
adjudicated at the assizes at Wark : 

* In 1263 William de Swynbume paid 10s. for rent of land in Old Halgton, 
Halgtou, Halgton Strothers, and Halgton. He was evidently a powerful chieftain 
and greatly involved in disputes with his weaker neighbours, whose lands he 
seems to have been disposed to lay claim to at all seasons. We fear John de 
Tecket and Joan his wife acted but foolishly when they brought a complaint 
before the justices at Wark that William de Swynbume had wrongfully dis- 
possessed them of their free pasturage at Haughton Strother in Nunwick 
belonging to their free tenement in Simondbum. And William de Swynbume 
more learned doubtless in the bye paths of the law calls the attention of the 
court to the fact that their writ is incorrect in form which the said John and Joan 
eoold not gainsay. Wherefore they take nothing by their complaint and remain 
at the mercy of the court pro falso clamore. A similar action relating to 
Haughton is brought by John Mowbray for pasturage appertaining to his free 
tenement in Hounshale but with no better success, [in this case the writ was 
undated] . Symon the Palmer too must needs try his hand against the Swynbume 
iu the matter of these same pastures ; but he fails like the rest. Again, 
William de Swynbivne is summoned by Christiana widow of Hugh de Nunnewike 
to obtain her dower of 26 acres of land in Nunwick ; but this is soon amicably 
arranged. Shortly after John de West Denton appears by his bailiff William 

* The ' CompotiM* of Nieholaa de Veteriponte for 1366 U still in the Scottish Exchequer, 
f Editors of ' Begistmm vetus de Aberbrothoo,' page xzix. 

i At Foorstoneii Uie JosticoH definitely entered the jurifldiotion of the sheriff of Northum- 
berland, Elrington, and Newbrough being in the franchise, while Fourstones and Warden 
belonged to the barony of Langley. 
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de Swethope against William de Swynbnme for the anlawfolly dispossessiug 
him of 39 acres of land in Haughton. Bat the Swinburne good fortune follows 
him and he proves that he by John de Swinburne had been enfeoffed of the said 
lands by John of West Denton, and so gains his cause. William de Tynedale 
acknowledges a debt to the said William de Swynbume of 100 shillings, 20 
shillings of which he pays down at once ; and he further covenants to pay a 
half at Pentecost and the other half of the remainder at the feast of S. Martin 
and should he fail, the bailiff of the barony is to take the same out of his lands 
and cattle. Such are the scenes on which appears one uf the direct ancestors 
of the former venerable President [Sir John Swinburne] of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle. We see how he acquired his lands and with what 
success he defended his claims.* 

Another roll, dated 1293, of which Dr. Charlton says a MS. copy was in the 
library of the Society,* is also in existence, but it has not been printed.*' 

The party then rejoined the brakes and drove off to 

SIMONBUBN, 

where the beautiful Early English church with its curious double piscina having 
a shelf above ; * low side * window ; some interesting fragments of pre-Conquest 
crosses in the porch, and a fine marble monument by Noble in the north aisle, 
were inspected. Mr. W. H. Knowles gave a brief description of the building. 

The communion plate is described in the tliird volume of these Proceedings, 
p. 243. 

Spearman in his notes to a copy of Hutchinson's Northumberland in the 
Broompark library says : — ** The Revd Cuthbert Ridley, Rector of Simouburri 
was a Justice of the Peace for Northumberland 1628-9. He was a believer in 
vdtchcraft, as were James 1st & Charles 1"*." 

The noble trees both by the roadside near Simonbum and at Nunwick were 
greatly admired. 

NUNWICK 

was next passed. Spearman in his notes says that The name of Allgood 
occurs as possessed of property in the county of Durham at an early period. 
Lancelot Allgood, was escheator for Northumberland and Bailiff of Hexham 1620, 
Undersheriff 1628, Sir Thomas Swinbum being high sheriff. On the 8tb 
June 1707 M" Mary Allgood widow of Lancelot Allgood of Newcastle attorney 
at law gave to the poor of Hexham of which her husband was a native 
£100 to be distributed annually after evening service by the principal inhabitants 
-with advice of the minister. On the 5*l» Nov, 1709 Mrs Mary Allgood daughter 
of Mr Thomas Allgood bailiff of Hexham by a nuncupative will gave [amount 
not stated] to be annually distributed, her brother the Revd James Allgood 
of Ingram confirms the same. And on the 6th Sept^ 1712 M" Dorothy 
daughter of the above Thomas Allgood bailiff of Hexham sometime before her 
death assigned her fortune to her brother the Revd J. Allgood on condition if 
she died unmarried to pay the interest of it annually to the poor of Hexham. 
After Sir Lancelot Allgood settled at Nunwick, he sold the old mansion -houso 
of his family in Hexham to Mr Charlton, clothier, a younger son of Mr Charlton 
of Lee- Hall, by a daughter of Sir Thomas Loraine." 

A lovely drive along the south bank of the North Tyne, through the village 
of Wark and over Wark bridge, brought the party to 

CHIPCHASE CASTLE. t 

Spearman in his notes already mentioned says : — In 1273 Robert de Lisle 
* This unfortunately cannot now be found. 

f See Arehaeologia Aeliana vol xir, (• Border Holds ' x) p. 410, for an account of Chlpchase 
Tower, hj Mr. Bates ; also ' Memoir of the History and Architecture of Chipchase CasUe, 
North Tynedale,' by the Bevd. G. Borae-Hall, in the * Natural History TransactionB of North- 
umberland and Durham,' yoI. v, 1877, p. 895. 
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was Lord of Cbipchase. In 1593 George Heron holds the manor of Simonbum 
and appurtenances in Overton, Sharplow, Preston, Ravens worth, Birtley, all 
of the Manor of Wark, by knights service ; also Sewingsheels, Pigdon, of 
the Qneen, as of her manor of Mitford, Onthbert his son and heir eight 
years. Sir Oharles Heron sold Chipchase to Mr. Allgood from which 
family the Beeds purchased. Sir Charles had two wives at the same time and 
a son by each. Sir Thomas by the first and Sir Oharles by the other. The 
former was in the army, the other the navy, and in their commissions were 
both styled Baronet, no there were two Baronets from the same stock. Sir 
Thomas Heron assumed the name of Middelton ; was high sheriff of North- 
umberland 1733. His daughter married Captain Baron, Northumberland 
militia ; left no issue. On the death of of Sir Thomas, Outhbert Heron, major 
of South Shields, assumed the title. Sir Thomas had no descendants. After 
granting the patent remained. Mr. Ralph Heron, attorney at law, grandson of 
Ralph Heron of Herons Lands in Corbridge, descended from an old race of 
Herons, took some pains to make out his title, but the line was before the patent. 
However, Sir Onthbert sent registers, (fee, which satisfied above, and he is owned as 
Baronet by Government. Archibold Reed was of an old freeholder's fEunily of 
the Crjig of Reed, Reed of Troughend, chief ; he greatly increased his fortune 
by trade at Bellingham. His daughter Martha married Christopher Soulsby of 
Hallington Mains, and died about 1734. Ralph Soulsby, eldest son, a worthy 
man, and active magistrate, married Mary, daughter of the late John Fenwick 
of Bywell, by his wife an Errington of Beaufront. He died about 1768. 
Christopher Soulsby, only son and heir, died January, 1813 ; he married, 1783, 
Julia, daughter of Hudson of York, a neice of Sir John Trevelyan, and left two 
sons, Christopher and Raleigh, the last in the army. Christopher, second son 
of Christopher Soulsby, on John Reed's death in 1764, took the name of Reed. 
He married a daughter of Francis Blake of Twyzell castle, afterwards baronet. 
John, third son, was a wealthy clothier in Newcastle. He had a daughter 
married to Mr. Bateman but died if.p.'* 

Assembling in the entrance hall, the Rev. Rome-Hall gave an account of the 
building. The pele tower, one of the largest now existing, he believed, was 
probably built by one of the de Lisles towards the end of the thirteenth 
century. From the Lisles it passed, in the fourteenth century, to a branch of 
the Heron family, one of whom ( afterwards Sir Outhbert Heron ) attached to 
the ancient pele the finest Jacobean manor house to be found in the county. 
The castle afterwards belonged to the Allgoods and the Reeds. The principal 
features are the round bartisans at each angle of the great tower, the machico- 
lations, the stone roof, the unique cross-grated portcullis at the entrance 
doorway in the basement, the chapel in the thickness of the wall on the third 
storey, the numerous mason marks and intra-mural chambers, all of which were 
noted with interest under the guidance of Mr. Taylor, and the Rev. Rome-Hall. 

Tea was kindly provided for the members of the party by Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, 
after which Mr. Taylor exhibited a collection of Newcastle plate, the most 
notable pieces of which were : 

1. Porringer by Eli Bilton, date circa 1680, marks same as on communion 

cup at Chollerton (See Proceedings, III, p. 240). 

2. Pint tankard by John Yonnghusband, date 1712. 

3. Flagon by Jonathan French, date 1721. Lion to right. 

4. Porringer by Jonathan French, date 1728. Lion to left. 

5. Tankard, 1728, by John Ramsey, junr. 

6. Coffee pot, 1732, by George Bulman. 

7. Tankard, 1731, by Robert Makepeace. 

8. Tankard, 1744, by Isaac Cookson. 

9. Rose water ewer, 1754, by Isaac Cookson. 

10. Rose water ewer, c. 1760, by John Langlands. 
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The collection, of which the above is a portion, embraces the period from 1680 
to the beginning of the present century. 

Mr. Taylor also showed an old circular bell-shaped standing salt of 1603, and a 
standing cap with steeple cover of 1623. Both of these London make. 

A remarkably fine old carved fireplace in the music room evoked much 
admiration. 

Cordial votes of thanks, moved by the Bev. G. Bome-Hall, and seconded by Mr. 
H. A. Adamson, were accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Taylor for their kindness. 
Mr. Hall was also thanked for his services during the day. 

Members then drove to Ghollerford, and, after dinner at the George Inn, 
proceeded by way of Wall to Hexham. The day which was fine throughout 
though dull, was very enjoyable, save for a brief period between Ohipchase and 
Ohollerton, during which there were frequent showers of rain. 



There is In Southwell Minster a ^ne MS. bible in folio which has a Latin 
inscription testifying that it once belonged * to the Convent of the Common 
Brethren ' at Newcastle-upon-Tyne." Dibdin's Northern Tour^ vol. 1, p. 82. 



Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) has thus translated an extract from a letter 
of Professor Zangemeister of Hpidelberg, hon. member, relating to the newly 
fouud Lanchester inscription : — * The inscription dedicated deab oabmangabi 
by the vexillatio Suehorum in Longovicum has had a special interest for me, 
as I a little while ago shewed that tiie Suebi dwelt as dependents in the Roman 
Empire on the Lower Neckar near Heidelberg, and the commonalty of the 
civitas StLehorum founded Nicretum with the suburb Lopodunum (Ladenburg). 
The Suebi of the newly found inscription also sprang from our district and 
probably the detachment of troops was named from these Suebi.' 

It may be of interest to point out that the curious ornament with curved 
lines radiating from the centre, like that on the sides of the Lanchester and 
Bisingham altars, occurs on the upright ends of the carved oak medieval chest 
in Peterborough cathedral, of which an illustration is given in the Archaeologia 
Aelianay xv, p. 306; see also Dibdin's Northern Touri vol. i, p. 10, for a 
woodcut of the same chest. 

Henry T. Wake of Fritchley, Derby, in his catalogue No. 178 (No. 220 9m. 93) 
advertises for sale a small Indian Ink Drawing of * a Roman vessel of copper, 
consisting of three parts found near Clifton by Penrith ; talio f.' " Chancellor 
Ferguson has bought the drawing. 

Spearman's notes under * Little Benton and Long Benton, A.D. 1763 ' says, 
* In digging a grave near the great west door of St. Nicholas' the foundations oif 
the Boman wall was (sic) found to have passed thro* the church.' 

COBBEOTIONS : — 

p. 62, line 4 from bottom, for * Naverstrik ' read * Waverstock.' 
p. 67, line 17, for * cousin ' read ' brother.' 
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An afternoon meetiug of the Society was held on Sainrday the 26ih day of 
August, 1893, at 

BYWELL. 

Aboat twenty members and Mends assembled at Stocksfield railway station at 
2-35 p.m., when they were joined by the Rev. A. Johnson, Ticar of Healey, and 
Mr. John Hall of Bywell castle. Under Mr. Johnson's guidance they proceeded 
to the chTircb of St. Andrew, when he and Mr. Lee, one of the churchwardens, 
pointed out the numerous objects of interest, including a holy water stoup now 
built into the north aisle and the large number of medieval grave covers, most 
of them with floriated heads, built into different parts of ttie chorch, among 
them being one with a hunter's horn and another with a shield, across the stem of 
the floriated cross, bearing a lion rampant. From St. Andrew's church the party 
proceeded to the adjacent church of St. Peter where they were met by the Bev. 
Canon Dwarris the vicar, and Mrs. Dwarris, and the Bev. J. 0. Maughan of 
Prudhoe. Here the square bowled piscina in the chancel, and the grave covers 
and fragments of transitional zig-zag moulding in the south porch, were pointed 
out by Mr. Johnson, who exhibited a series of elevations of tiie church prepared 
by Mr. G. T. Brown of Sunderland, shewing the various changes the building 
has undergone. Mr. Johnson has placed in the south porch a sheet of cardboard 
on which he has recorded interesting events in the history of the church together 
with an almost complete list of the vicars. A similar sheet for St. Andrew's is 
in course of preparation. 

From the church the party proceeded to the castle, where tea, kindly supplied 
by Mr. Hall, was partaken of, for which a vote of thanks was accorded to 
him by acclamation on the motion of Mr. J. Graham. 

Under the guidance of Mr. Hall and Mr. Johnson the castle was afterwards 
visited and its peculiarities especially the ancient barred gate pointed out. 

The following from Spearman's * Notes ' under * Bywell ' may be of interest : — 

" 1272 Hugh De Bailiol Baron of Bywell High Sheriff of Northd for 10 years 
John De Bailiol latter end of the same reign and beginning of Edward Ist one of 
twelve Lords chosen by the Barons to treat in three Parliaments 43rd Henry 3rd 
1259 with the Kings Council for all the Commons. No more being chosen to 
represent the commons to save charges says the record the Members expences 
being defrayed by their coustitueuts. 

** Bywell afterwards was in possession of Nevilles of Baby 1st of Richard 2nd 
1377 also 12^ 1391 of Sir Ralph Neville created Earl of Westmoreland 21?) 
Richard 2nd 1398 also Lord Marshall by Henry 4th by Patent dated Westminster 
30<^ Sept^' 1339 Father of Richard Neville his second son who married Alice 
daughter and sole heir of Richard Montacute Earl of Salisbury slain at the siege 
of Orleans in France 7tb of Henry 6th 1428 This Richard whose Castle was 
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Middleham Yorkshire was created Earl of Salisbary on account of his wife he 
bad by her 3 sons Richard John & George Richard married Ann sister and 
heir of Henry Earl of Warwick John was Marquise of Montacute George 
Archbishop of York The old Earl of Westmoreland their grandfather was living 
in the reign of Henry 6^ and High Warden of the Marches toward Scotland 
He was educated in Italy and a great orator, his successors all named Ralph in 
honour of him till Henry Lord Westmoreland snnmioned to Parliament l»t of 
May 1653 also Ist of Elizth 1558 He was of the Lords who carried one of the 
Swords of State before Philip & Mary to the Parliament in their robes and on 
horseback Charles succeeded as Earl. One of the 11 Lords who protested 
against English ordinations 9tb of Elizth 1567 Rebelled 1569 & attainted 15th 
May 1576" 

The proceedings concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. Johnson for his 
services during the afternoon. 

A full account of By well and its churches by Mr. Johnson is printed in the 
Archaeologia Aeliana vol. xiii, p. 89, and of the castle by Mr. Bates in Border 
Holds (Arch. Ael. xiv), p. 372 ; see also Proceedings, vols, iii, p. 125, and v, p. 67. 



Extracts from Leland's Itinerary, relating to the County of Northumberland, 
(3rd Edition, Oxford. 1769) Vol. vii, p. 60 :— 

Doctor Davel told me that S. Nicolas Chirch in Newcastel stondith on the 
Picth WauUe. thens yt goith withyu a Myle and lesse of Newcastel, and so 
croketh upward toward Tinemuth. 

. Betwyxt Thyrwal and North Tyne yn the wast Ground stondeth yet notable 
Peaces of the Wall, the which was made ex lapide quadrato, as yt there 
appereth yet. Looke wher as the Grownd ys best enhabited thorowg the 
Walle, so there yt lest appereth by reasin of Buildinges made of the Stones of the 
Waule. The Walle on the farther side toward the Pictes was strongly dichyd. 
Beside the Stone Wall, ther appere yet yn very many Places vestigia mwi 
cespititii, that was an Arrow Shot a this side the Stone Wal ; but that it was 
thoroughly made as the Stone wal was yt doth not wel appere there. 



Over the litle Brooke of Polt rosse, the which devideth GilleslandiD. Cumber- 
land from South Tyndale in Northumberland then to a Castel caulled 
Thirlewalf stonding on the same, thens directly Est thorowgh South Tyndale 
not far fro the great Ruines of the Castel of Cairvorein, the which be nere 
Thyrlewaly and so over North Tyne, theo directly Est thorowgh the Hedd of 
Northumberland. 

There is a Fame that Oswald wan the Batelle at Halydene a 2. Myles Est from 
S. Oswaldes Asche. And that Haliden is it that Bede caullith Havenfeld. And 
Men there aboute yet finde smaule Wod Crossis in the Grounde. 

In Sowthe Tynedale, as in that is be syd HexJiam-shire except and yet as a 
Parte of Sowthe or Sowthest Tyndale, is but one Paroche Churche, and that is 
cauUyd Haultwesel. There be biside aliquot sacella, where of one is not faj 
from Willington, and it is caulyd White Ghapell. There lyethe one of the 
Holy Aydans, and other Holy Men in the Churche Yarde by the Chapel. 

In North Tynedale is but one Paroche Church cawlyd Simons bume. In it 
is aliquot saxiella. Sens I haid that Simons bume is in South Tynedale, and 
that in North Tindale is only Belingeham Chaple longinge to Simons burne. 



MISCELLANEA. 



* 




PROCEEDINGS 

OP THE 

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES 



OP NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 



Vol. VI. 1893. No. 12. 

The ordinary monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, on Wednesday, the 30th day of Augast, 1893, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, the Rev. W. Greenwell, F.R.S., V.P., presiding. 

Several ACCOUNTS, recommended by the society for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following ordinary members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Lord Hastings of Melton Oonstable, East Dereham, Norfolk, and Seaton Delaval. 

ii. Ralph Hedley, 19 Bellegrove Terrace, Newcastle. 

iii. William 0. Wilkinson, Daore Street, Morpeth. 

iv. Rev. G. J. Woodward, Mickley Vicarage, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Presents — For which the thanks of the society were voted :— 

From Walter Scott, Sunderland : — An octavo volume of eighteenth century 
astronomical tracts consisting of : — 

(1.) ' On the Investigation of Astronomical Circles,' by Oount de Brtlhl, 1794. (2.) 'A 
Regist^ of one of Mr. Madge's Timekeepers.' (8.) * Atkins on the Horizontal Son and 
Moon.' 1798. (4.) ' Hahn's description of a Planetarium.' 1791. (5.) ' The imiyersal 
Bystem and of all the appearances of the visible heavens,' &c. 1797. (6.) ' Reflections on 
the uncertainty of many Astronomical and Geological positions,' by Edward Stone. 1766. 
(7.) ' The Theory of the Moon,' &c., by Samuel Hardy. (8.) ' Theory of the Motion of 
the Ajwides general,* &c, by D. C. Walmsley. 1764. (9.) 'A description of several 
Astronomical & Geographical docks,' &c., by F. Jenkins. 1778. (10.) ' The perpetual 
Calculator,' by R. Wetherald. Newcastle. (11.) 'A Treatise of Golden, &c., Numbers,' 
by Arthur Bedford. 1748. (12.) * A plain account of the old and new styles.' 1761. (18.) 
* The New Astronomer.* (14.) ' Description of a new Astronomical Rotula,' by George 
Mongetts. 

From T. W. Embleton of Methley, near Leeds: — ' Old charges of Free Masons,' 
♦ The T. W. Embleton MS,' Ac, Svo, pp. 20, Ac. Leeds, 1898 

From Prof. Zangemeister, Heidelberg, hon. member: — * Neuen Heidelberger 
JahrbQcher '; 6 parts, Svo. 1891-8. 

From R. Blair (sec.) : — ♦ The Bibliographer,' 2 vols, large Svo. 

From Walter S. Corder : — a large photograph of the Gosforth Cross taken by himself. 

Purchases — 'Historical notes on Cullercoats, Whitley and Monkseaton,' &c., by W. W. 
Tomlinson ; Hmall 4to. 
♦TheAntiqnary' for August, 1898. , , 

*The Illmtmte 1 Archaeologist ' for June, 1898, (vol. i. No. 1). .... 
♦ Mittheiluncon * of the Imperial German Archaeological Institute, vol. yiii. 

Rome, 1893 

On the recommendation of the Council it was resolved to exchange publications 
with tiie Historical and Philisophical Society of Heidelberg ; and to subscribe 
for the * Visitations and Chapters General of the Order of Clnni, Ac, from 122 > 
to 1625,' by Sir George Duckett, being the third and concluding volume (I5'r)). 
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£khibitei> : — 
By Walter Scott, Sunderland 

1. A small ivory steel-yard for the pocket, with clips for sospension, 
marked with two scales. 

2. A Ganter*B quadrant. 
8. A uniTersal ring dial. 

[ Mr. Spence has kindly supplied the following notes: — 
" No. 2 is a quadrant of the kind known as Gnnt^'s qnadrant, design- 
ed by Edmnnd Gonter (1581-1626) mathematician and professor of 
astronomy. * To this qaadrant, as to all others of this kind in their 
use is added, sights, with a threed, bead, and plummet according to 
the usuall manner.' The moveable portions are wanting in Mr. 
Scott*s quadrant, and in the very fine specimen in the Society's 
museum, they are a recent addition. 

For a full description and figure of Gunter's quadrant see Bion on 
the Corutmction and Uses of Mathematical Instruments, with 
English additions, by Edmund Stone, London, 1723, or any edition of 
Gunter's works. 

No. 3. A universal ring dial of the pattern in use about the year 
1680. This is the most convenient and by far the most accurate 
form of portable sun-dial, but, though the ring or circle was in use 
for astronomical purposes at a very early period, its application to 
dialling seems to have been comparatively late. The common ring 
dial, serving for our latitude only, is evidently derived firom the 
Mariner^s Ring, a variety of the astrolabe, described by writers on 
navigation of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the 
universal zing dial appears to be an adaptation of the portable 
Annulus Astronomieus^ designed by Gemma Frisius (15(>iB-1555) 
and figured by him in his later editions of the Cosmographia of 
Appiantu, 

William Boome in his Bsgiment for the Sea (1574) in counselling 
* Them that be seafaring men, to use themselves to the Equinoctiall 
dials ' says * I have not knowen them to be used by any English 
master or pilot, but only by one man, which person had it not for the 
proper use thereof, but rather had it to say, that he had such an 
instrument as no English man had the like, and to brag yt^ he had 
such an instrument. ... I know the nature & qualitie 
of some that take charge, they will have instruments and other things 
thereunto appertaining, & yet they themselves do not know the use 
of them, yet they will be cunning & j\ they neede no instructions 
of any man, for that they know all things, and yet in respect know 
nothing.' 

Boome figures and describes his dial, which is of the ordinary 
equinoctial type and has nothing in common with the ring dials. 

Master Blundevill his Exercises, a work on nautical astronomy 
and the kindred sciences (which was published first in 1594 and 
rapidly ran through several editions), in the 7th edition (1636) still 
refers only to Boomc's dial. The author says, * I have seen divers 
<fe of divers shapes yet none liketh me better than that which 
William Bourne setteth downe in his Regiment,^ 

It would therefore appear that the universal ring dial was not in 
common use in England until the middle of the seventeenth century. 

John Seller who published the first edition of his Prcustical 
Navigation soon after the Bestoration, gives a description and a large 
figure of this dial, and it has a prominent place in his engraved title 
page. He considers that * the worthy Mr. Edward Wright ' (d. 1615) 
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* was the first contriyer of this Universal Dial, although differing 
^om this here discoursed of/ 

For a description and figure of the universal ring dial see Bion, as 
ahoTe ; Seller's Navigation^ London (2nd edition) 1672 ; Stengel, 
Gnomonica Universalis^ Ulm, 1680, etc., etc."] 

By John Bobinson : — Original pen and ink drawings of the interior of Seaton 
Delaval chapel, and of tiie two effigies and of the shields therein. 

By John Yentress : — Several objects of Boman date picked up by himself at 
various times in 1858 at Benwell, on the site of the Boman camp, 
where the reservoir now is. They consist of a large bronze ring ; a 
penannalar brooch wanting the pin ; an amphora handle inscribe 
80ACELS or 8CAOEL8 ; fragments of figured Samian vessels ; a piece of 
a black ware bowl similar, in design, shape, and glaze, to Samian ; a 
Samian ware spindle whorl ; three potters' names MAiiL'EDVi (?), 
LOLLr^S'F, & BnoA/ [lis] on bottoms of plain Samian vessels ; a fragment 
of tile, on which vi is incised ; a piece of a light coloured jar, decorated 
around its upper part with lines and pellets, etc. etc. 

By William Pickering : — Fragment of an Ancient British urn, commonly known 
as a 'drinking cup,' and of the portion of a skull, discovered during 
quarrying operations on the coast a little to the south of Amble. The 
urn appears to have been similar to that from the same place figured 
on p. 31. 

The secretary read the annexed letter, on the subject, dated 22nd 
August, addressed to him by Mr. Pickering : — 

" About ten days ago Mr. Grant Amott of Eillingworth called upon 
me to show me a find he had made. In passing a quarry at Amble 
he noticed three or four men grouped round something which they 
were examining. On going up to them he found that in quarrying 
they had turned up the right side section of the face of a skull ; also 
an urn. The skull appears to be that of a full grown man, and five 
of the teeth are quite perfect. The urn was taken out entire, but 
unfortunately the men let a stone fall upon it which broke it into pieces. 
My young fiiend picked up the two largest pieces, which together give 
some idea of its size and form when perfect. The urn has been made 
of dark coloured earth with an outer coating of red clay. Lines, thr^e 
in each section, are traced round the outside, and between each section 
are three rows of slanting indentations, a common form of rude 
ornament in similar urns. Mr. Amott was informed that the urn was 
taken from underneath some five feet of sandstone, and there were, 
he says, no indications of a cave or of any previous disturbance of the 
rock. Of course if there had been they would be cleared away before 
the urn and skull were reached. As I understand that four or five 
other similar finds have been made by the same men I thought it 
might be worth while calling the attention of the Society of Antiquaries 
to this spot, as everything found so far has been simply thrown away. 
There are two quarries, and the one in question is the larger one aqd 
not far from the sea. I shall bring the remains in at the next meeting. 
Perhaps some members can say more about them. I have no know- 
ledge of the locality myself." 
The Chairman said the class of urn exhibited had provisionally been called a 
'drinking cup,' being, however, a vessel for the reception of food to be used 
by the dead person in an after life. The skull was that of a round-headed 
person, one of the people, evidently, who, either by invasion, or in some 
other way, possessed England after the time it was occupied by a stone-using 
people, who were long-headed. From the state of the teeth, he believed it to 
have belonged to a person of about 30 years of age. It must have been taken 
out of a grave made in the rock. 




73 



Mr. John Bobinson infonned the members that on Angost 23rd, as the 
corporation workmen were excavating in front of the Tyne Theatre, Westgate 
Boad, Newcastle, they came upon some of the ancient wooden pipes which were 
made use of to sapply the town with water in the olden times. This spot had 
evidently been the beginning of the water piping, for the end of the wooden pipe 
removed, had an iron hoop to prevent it from splitting. The pipe had to be sawn 
through to allow of its removal, and it is in a very sound state of preservation. 
The piece removed was five feet long, ten inches in diameter, with a three inch 
bore. 

Mr. Bobinson also exhibited a MS. estimate of the expence for laying down 
wooden pipes a distance of 1150 yards to the Seaton Sluice brewery, about the 
year 1750, which shows the cost at that period : — 

** Oommon expences for 1 yard. 
Gutting earth, filling up & beating each joint after pipes are laid, 4A' ^ yd 4 
Timber, smallest Norway Balk, H foot solid, at lOd per foot ..18 
Boring a 24 inch bore, at 2d per foot ..0 6 

Warming ends of each pump, and fitting the joints and laying . .0 0) 

2 IJ" 

Mr. George Irving announced in a letter to the secretary that a * good section 
of the Castle wall,' thirteen feet wide, had been uncovered at the head of the 
Dog Leap Stairs in digging for the foundations of the new portion of the bridge 
across Dean Street, Newcastle. 

The secretary read the following letter dated the 28th August, from 
the Bevd. J. F. Hodgson of Witton-le-Wear, with reference to the anecdote told 
by the Chairman at the last meeting (p. 57) concerning the east window of 
Boldon church : — 

Beferring to the account of your last monthly meeting, I see that the 
chairman of the evening ' improved the occasion,' by * telling a story ' of an 
* amateur architect ' who, on the visit of the Dtirham and Northumberland 
Society to Boldon church, some twenty or more years since, said of its east 
window that ' no modern man could have built that', an assertion which was 
met by the prompt and instantaneous rejoinder of two working masons present, 
that not only had they built it with their own hands, but that they had done so 
within the last five years. The moral of the story (which was doubtless received 
as it was meant to be, with the usual * roars of laughter,') went to prove what 
a consummate fool an amateur architect could be, by shewing how completely 
the pretentious ignorance of one of them, at least, was then and there shewn 
ap. Now, let me say, and I desire you to make it as widely known among the 
members of your Society as posBible,that I am the one, and special, ' amateur 
architect' referred to. And let me say further that the * story,' ludicrous and 
absurd as it appears, is perfectly true, as far as it goes. But, and there is 
much virtue in a * but ', it does not go far enough, and the * story teller,' it 
is clear, knew exactly at what part of it to stop. Had he only gone on and told 
it all, instead of a Jittle bit of it, its whole complexion would have been changed : 
Imt tiien, it would not have been worth telling, for all the fun would have gone 
oat of it. Perhaps, however, for memory plays strange pranks, that of the 
narrator, so singularly retentive of one, and tliat the wo^d be damaging part of 
it, is a total blank as regards the rest ; and so, the story as told by him with 
soch apparent completeness, * totus, teres, atque rotundus ', may, after all, 
be the outcome of accident rather than of design. For his own sake, at any 
rate, let us hope that it was so. 

Briefly stated, the facts of the case were as follows: — At the meetinc: in 
qaestion, while inside the church, and before having looked at the exterior, I 
was asked to say something of its architecture. I had just been very carefully 
examining the remarkable, not to say unique, composition of the east window 
and its adjuncts, and if not exactly saying, as I am made to say, that * no modem 
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man could haye bailt it/ maiatained certainly that no modem man had done 
so. And what is more, the two witnesses notwithstanding, I say so still. 
That they stated nothing more tiian the exact fact, so far as they understood 
my remarks, is quite true. But they did not understand them, and hence, the 
situation. The east window, let me say in explanation, consists, in its interior 
elevation, of a detached, and well-moulded central archway, the scoinson, or 
rear arch of the outer window proper (which is of three small enclosed lancet 
lights), supported by two other blank, but recessed arches, one on either side, 
all three arches being carried on shafts, and surmounted by hood-moulds 
enriched with foliaged terminations. This composition fills the entire space 
from side to side, awd is all genuine and original thirteenth century work. All 
that the masons had done, and all they meant to say they had done, consisted 
in the insertion of the two mullions and three little lancet heads of the exterior 
part of this window, the height and breadth and general proportions of which 
were all, be it observed, rigidly prescribed to the architect under whom they 
worked, by the form and dimensions of the inner, or scoinson arch already 
referred to. His design therefore, as far as it went, which was a very short 
way indeed, must necessarily have reproduced the original work well nigh to a 
hair's breadth. But, filled as the window was with bad stained glass, and seen 
against the light, where it was impossible to distinguish either the colour or 
tooling of the stone, and occupied also so entirely as I was with the exceeding 
peculiarity of the interior design, is it in the least surprising if, under the 
circumstances, the newness of so commonplace and subsidiary a piece of detail, 
for the moment, escaped my notice ? It was the composition and character of 
the interior elevation of the window as a whole, let me repeat, on which I was 
remarking, and that, to all practical intents and purposes, still continues ancient. 
A single glance, with half an eye, at the outside, proclaims the modem work, 
of which the men spoke, in a moment, and, if even a century hence, I were 
capable of mistaking it for ancient, I should quite deserve to be accounted as 
miserable an impostor as the * story * would obviously make me out to be.*' 

The Chairman said the only circumstance he remembered was that the two men 
said distinctly they had made the window after Mr. Hodgson had described it 
as ancient. 

The Bev. Anthony Johnson, vicar of Healey, read his ' Notes on Blanchlaud 
and Slaley ' for which the thanks of the society were voted by acclamation. 

Mr. 0. J. Oharlton then read notes, by himself and his brother W. L. Oharlton, 
on some deeds discovered at Mantle Hill on the Hesleyside estate (see p. 56) . 

Many of the original deeds were exhibited. 

The Ohairman remarked that the brothers Oharlton had found out since the last 
meeting that thirty three of the deeds in question had been printed and edited 
by the Bev. John Hodgson in the second volume of the Archaeologia Aeliana 
(old series). He observed that not one of the original seals on the deeds 
exhibited had been preserved. He hoped they would prepare an abstract of all 
the deeds that had not already been published, for publication. 

The thanks of the society were voted to the Messrs. Charlton by acclamation. 

The Bev. B. E. Hooppell, LL.D., etc., next read his paper on the newly 
discovered Lanchester altar (p. 56), in which he contended that the first line of 
the inscription should be read dbje boabmanaobi not deab oabmanoabi. 

The thanks of the society were voted to Dr. Hooppell for his paper. 

A paper by Mr. Haverfield on the same subject was, owing to the late hour, 
deferred until the next meeting. 
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MISCELLANEA. 

The following are from the originals in the possession of Mr. J. 0. Brooks, 
a Vice-President of the Society : — 

After or hartie commendacons. Whereas we have reoeaved his Mats com- 
mission vnder the greate Scale of England to vs and others directed to Gall 
before vs all Becasants Oonvicte or whose Wyves are Convicted in the 
Conntie of Durham, and to Treat & Compownd for such Arrearages and 
Penalties as are due from them to his Maty or to the Late Einge James, or 
Queene Elizabeth of famous memorie, And for leases to be made of his 
Mats twoo third pts of the Landes and leases of such Recusants, wherein 
yor service is Commanded and requyred by his Highnes the better to 
advance his service, in the execon of woh Commission we are nowe sitting at 
Yorke. These are therefore to requyre yow to give notice hereof throughout 
yor County to those whom it maie conceme. That such as are desyreous to 
take leases from his Maty be before vs at yorke the Twelfth day of October 
next where we will contract on his Mats behalf for Arrearages and penalties 
due by reason of their Recusancy, and for Leases to be made of his Mats twoo 
pts according to his Mats Instruccons And in pticuler we requyer yo^ to 
give notice to the persons in this Schedule named, herewth we send vnto 
yo^ , and to those whose wyves are convicted, to be before vs at the same 
daie and place, as lykewyse to all other Recusants Convicted in yor County 
and to make vnto vs retourne hereof, and the same Schedules, and to whom 
vow have given notice accordingly, wch not doubting but yo^ will careftilly 
pforme, we bid yow farewell and rest 

Yor loving fi&eindes 



At the mannor of Yorke, 
18th of September, 1629 



Conntie of Durham 






[Endorsed : — ' To o^ Loveinge fi&einde The Sheriffe of the County of Durham, 
these with speed.] 

[Sealed with a seal bearing a griffin] 
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Dnrham Memorand. : that upon the 28 day of June in the 22th yeare of the 
reigne of our soveraigue Lord Charles the second hy the grace of God, King 
of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of the Faith etc* weere 
hronght before as two of his Maties Justices of the peace of this couutie, 
Richard watson, Marke stones, Edward Fleatham, Robert Bolton, and 
Mark Wapps of Stockton, Patricke Wallis and Elizabeth Midleton of Norton, 
William Forster of Carleton, and John Jackson of Long Newton Moore, all 
above the age of sixtecne yeares, for being present upon the 5th day of this 
instant June at an assembly conuenticle or meeting under colonr or pretence 
of the exercise of religion in other manner then according to the Liturgie or 
practise of the Church of England, in the house of Elizabeth Midleton 
singlewoman at Norton in this conntie : at wch conuenticle or meeting weere 
assembled more then five persons over and besides those of the same 
household; all which before named weere connict by the oaths of three 
witnesses, William Wheately, John Greive and Michael watson, all of the 
same Norton, of being present at the same conventicle And thereupon a 
Fine of five shillings a piece was imposed by us on Richard watson, Marke 
stones, Edward Fleatham, and John Jackson, it being their first offence, 
and on William Forster, Marke Wapps, Robert Bolton and Patricke Wallis 
ten shillings a piece, it being their second offence, and on Richard watson ten 
shillings more for and on the behalfe of Elizabeth Midleton, it being her second 
offence, and shee being poore and altogether unable. And because a penaltie 
of twentie poundes is inioyned by the Statute to be laid upon the partie in 
whose house the meeting is, if he or she be able, or in case of his or her 
povertie or inabihtie, upon the persons of such who shall be conuicted of 
being present at the same conuenticle, and upon inquirie wee find by the 
information of all her heighbours, that the abovesaid Elizabeth Midleton, 
by reason of her great want is altogether unable to pay any fine at all 
therefor wee have imposed upon William Forster Robert Bolton, and Marke 
Wapps six poundes thirteene shillings and foure pence a piece, which is 
twenty poundes as satisfaction to the Law in that particular. In testimony 
whereof wee have to this our record sett our handes and scales. Dated at 
Norton the Day and yeare above written, Annoq. Dom : 1670. 



[Endorsed : — 
' A conviction of quakerss before 
Sr George Yane and M^. Raiph 
Davison 23th of June 1670.' ] 

Seals : Three sinister gauntlets [or] with crest a dexter gauntlet ppr. bossed 
and rimmed [or] brandishing a sword all ppr., for Vane ; a fesse wavy 
(on which a crescent for diJBference) between 6 cinquefoils gulest for 
Davison. 
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The usual monthly meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle was 
held in the library of the Castle, on Wednesday, the 27th day of September, 
1893, at seven o'clock in the evening, Mr. John Philipson, V.P., being in the 
chair. 

The following new member was proposed and declared duly elected : — 
Mark Archer, Famacres, Gateshead. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table 

Presents — For which the thanks of the society were voted : 

From the Rev. E. H. Adamson, V.P. A Book of Knighta Banneret. Knights of 
the Bath,» Ac, by Walter C. Metcalfe, F.S.A. ; large 8vo, cloth. London, 1888. 
JJtom prof. Zangemeister, hon. member : — » Lime8blatt,» No. 6. 
From John Robinson « Memorial Tablet to Dr. Brace : Unveiling Ceremony. Friday, 
September 16th, 1898' ; smaU 8to. 
Exchanges — 

From the Yorkshire Archaeological Society « The Yorkshire Archaeological 

Journal,' pt. xLvm (vol. xn, pt. iv). 
From the Brussels Archaeological Society : — « Annales,* vol. vn, pt. iii ; (July, 1898) 
From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — « Aarboger,' 

ser. 2, vol. vra, pt. 11 ; 8vo. Ck)penhagen 

Purchases — » Testamenta Earleolensia,' published by the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Antiquarian Society ; 8vo, cloth. 
< The Antiquary ' for September, 1898. 

* The Illustrated Archaeologist ' for September, 1898 (vol. x, pt. ii). 

Donations to the Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
voted to the respective donors : — 

From Mrs. Thompson : — A flint and steel, and some tinder. 

From Georgn Irving: — The fragment of a Roman altar from Greenhead, 
(shewn in the illustration one fourth fiill size), recording the first Aelian 
cohort of Dacians which garrisoned Birdoswald (Ambdglanna)^ the 
letters remaining being : [1] 0:M | .... [A] EL'DA | .... P • ... . 




[Mr. 



J. P. Gibson pointed out that the inscription recorded a dedication 
to Jupiter by an Aelian cohort of Dacians.] 
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From Thomas May : — A fragment of a Pictish yitrified lort or dan named 
Beregonium on the top of a bill on tbe shores of loch Nell or Ardmnck- 
nish bay in Argyllshire. 

From G. Williams of Onllercoats : — A 12gr. Durham penny of bishop Booth 
( temp. Edward IV) found at the Clock house, Onllercoats, in July, 1893. 
The obverse reads + edward rex anolie and reverFe civitas donou, 
a rose in the centre of the cross. (Hawkins Silver Coiru, p. 355.) 

From the Key. J. F. Farrow of Felling : — The fragment of a Roman tile 
picked up by him at Procolitia inscribed Lsa/. 

Exhibited : — 

By Charles L. Bell of Woolsington : — A number of pencil drawings of ancient 
stone circles, etc., at Ballyallen, Ballynoe, etc., co. Down, Ireland, 
made by W. H. Dupend in 1863. 

A communication from prof. Zangemeister of Heidelberg was read, thanking 
the society for agreeing to an exchange of publications with the Heidelberg 
Historical and PhilosophicHl Society. 

Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) read the following letter from Mr. F. J. Haverfield, 
M.A., F.S.A., descriptive of a walk along the * Pfahlgraben ' in Germany : — 



Tou may be interested to hear about a short tour which I have jnst made 
along the Taunus section of the Pfahlgraben, in company with General von 
Sarwey. I met the general at Giessen, near the eastern end of the Taunus 
hills, and received a most cordial and delightful welcome : we shouldered our 
knapsacks and marched along the interesting portions of the Limei from 
Giessen westwards to the neighbourhood of Idstein, passing, of course, the 
Saalburg and Feldberg, and finding time to turn aside and visit the site (it is 
nothing more) of Novus vicuSy or Heddemheini, the Boman road-centre for 
the surrounding district. I bad the pleasure, too, or meeting several of the 

* Streckencommissare,* who act as General von Sarwey's lieutenants in 
excavating the forts and works of the Limes, and among them herr baumcister 
Jacobi of Homburg, who begged to be warmly remembered to you. 

My tour was as delightful archaeologically as it was socially. At every 
turn I met signs of active exploration, sectious dug, forts and turrets cleared 
out, and all that one could wish. One feature wan particularly satisfactory : 
the whole work was proceeding under the immediate supervision of the 
' sectional commissioners,' who personally directed the workmen and thus 
prevented waste. The results Beamed to me most encourHging. The Limes- 
commission is, unfortuufttely, not rich. The ♦ ReichBtag ' has voted it only 
£2000 for five years and from this sum have to hv defrayed the salaries of 
the two directors, the workmen's •'ages, the * out of pocket ' expenses of the 
commissioners and the compensation to the owners f>f the ground excavated. 
This has to be done for a length of line which is more than four times that 
of our English Wall from end t > en«1. Much, clearly, can be done for little 
njoney. The success, I think is due in great part to the admirable organisa- 
tion of the whole undertakiug, in great ])art also to the |>ersonal exertions of 

* sectional commissioners,' who are unpaid (save for ont-of-pocket expenses) 
and shew an admirable energy. Some of them, I was told, men of means with 
com.ortable homelife, have hpeut in one vearas much as 120 days of 10 hours 
each in personally supervising the excavations along their section, at what 
sacrifice you can well imagine. They are men of various professions — 
university teachers, sclioolmastei-s, architects, lawyers, gentlemen at ease. I 
would prefer myself to see paid rather than unpaid work, were it possible, but 
the devotion of these men is beyond cavil. 

The recent excavations have produced some interesting results. In the 
first place, the forts. The fort just under the Feldberg (you will recollect its 
charming situation) has been dug through and its ground plan determined. 



Dear Dr. Hodgkin, 



Graz, 15th Sept. 1893. 
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Straugely enough, no sort of praetorium was fouud. It may have been 
destroyed iu earlier diggings by anskilfal archaeologists or peasants in search 
for stone, but its total absence is hardly thus explicable. Just behind the 
spot where it would have been was found a small sacelluTiiy an apsidal building 
very like your shrine at Beuwell, but with a wing on the west side faintly 
resembling one of the transepts in the Silchester 'church.* In front of the 
fort was one of those buildings commonly found near the larger forts along 
the Limes, sometimes styled baths, sometimes houses : this one seemed to 
me more like the latter. Its situation, between the fort and the LimeB, is 
strange and significant : the Saalbnrg Tilla, yon will recollect, lies behind its 
fort. Behind the Feldberg fort, as behind that of the Saalbnrg, are traces of 
bamble canabae. It would be interesting, if we had the materials, to compare 
these * villas ' and canabae with the buildings adjacent to our for^esses along 
the English Wall. Of canabae I fear we have scarcely a trace, though they 
must have existed. Of * yillas,' so far as I know, we have nothing resembling 
the rather definite ground plan which appears all along the Lime$, except 
perhaps at the little Hardknot fort, south of the Wall, but it is po8sU)le that 
the buildings near the river at Chesters may have served the same purpose, 
though their ground plan is different. 

Another interesting fort is now in course of excavation at Heftrich. It 
lies (as you will doubtless remember) in the fields, and a potato crop at present 
covers its centre. But its gates and towers have been determined and a 
couple of hundred yards south are foundations which may belong to a church 
known to have stood near the place in the eleventh century. The spot, indeed, 
is an interesting one. Close to the fort is a grove of ancient trees, whither 
every September the whole countryside flocks to an annual fair. The institu- 
tion is ancient : it can be traced back some centuries and has no relation to the 
present economic conditions of the neighbourhood. It is perhaps not an 
utterly wild conjecture which supposes that here Roman and German once 
met to trade, that the market thus started lived on till now, and that, when 
Christianity was introduced, a church was built for the traders. The spot is 
a couple of miles from any dwelling house and has never been occupied by 
any village. At the time of my visit, the ancient grove was the scene of a 
somewhat different entertainment. Half a dozen masters and fifty or sixty 
pupils had walked over from the Bawschule at Idstein, and when they had 
finished inspecting the fort they sat in the grove, opened their beer barrels 
and sang many songs. Among them, I trust not given in my honour, was 
Ta-ra-ra-boom-de-ay . 

Along the Limes itself, a very curious discovery has been made.* It has 
been noticed that, close in front of the main ditch of the work, a smaller ditch 
seems to run along parallel and large stones to lie around. It turns out that 
this small ditch and large stones are no accident. Excavations have demon- 
strated the existence of a small ditch laid continuously with large flat stones 
setup edgeways and wedged upright by smaller stones below,t while underneath 
have been found Bomau pottery, coal, non-local stones and other odd things. 
It is not yet quite certain that this strange work runs the whole length of the 
LimeSy but it appears to do so, though in some places wood blocks may have 
taken the place of the stones. The German antiquaries, among them M. 
Jacobi, C4)mpare certain passages in the Agrimemores, wherein a boundary 
line is prescribed of a very similar character to the find I have described, 
that is, a small ditch laid with cursores (stones set edgeways) and bottomed 
with objects which could not have got there by chance. I am not myself 
quite clear what this discovery proves, but it may demonstrate that the 

• Mr. Haverfleld has noticed this discovery very briefly in the Manchester Guardian of 
October 10th. 

t 8«e rough representation of this on the next page. 
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Limes was first laid out by oiyil engineers without any reference to military 

considerations. 
Ever since I 
first visited the 
Covivv««u^ Pfahlgraben, I 
have always 
been convinced 
that it is not, 
in the first 
instance, a mil- 
itary work and 
the same view 

has, of coarse, been held by many others. It is not improbable that this new 
discovery will demonstrate this idea. It may also introduce a new stage into 
the history of the Limes ^ but as to this I am more doubtful. It is possible 
that the small ditch was dug first, and the vallum and big ditch much later, 
but the exact relation between the two works needs a little more excavation. 
Meanwhile General von Sarwey is most anxious that search should he made 
along your Wall, to see if such a small ditch and stones exist. The search 
would require great care. Sections might too easily be dug at places where, 
for one reason or another, the small ditch could no longer be determined ; the 
distance between the two ditches along the Limes seems to vary, and the 
exact point where such a small ditch would occur on our Wall and vallum is 
not clear. But the search is well worth making, the more as you are actually 
engaged in makings sections. It would seem to me best to dig sections 
straight through from beyond the outer ditch (of the Wall) to the south of 
the vallum^ should that be possible, but the decision in this point clearly 
rests best with those on the spot. The general begs to be most warmly 
remembered to you and to all his other Newcastle friends. 

Believe me to be, Yours sincerely, F. Haverfield." 

Mr. Holmes referred to the death of Mr. J. W. Barnes of Durham, an old 
member of the society, and promised to prepare an obituary notice of him for 
the Archaeologia Aeliana. 

THE NBW HISTORY OP NOBTHUMBERLAND. 

Dr. Hodgkin said that the first volume of tha new history of Northumberland, 
dealing with Bamburgh, would be published in a few days, and though he 
must not praise it, as he had had a little (but very little) share in bringing it 
out, yet he thought it a very handsome volume, and he believed it would be 
regarded as the authority on the history of that part of Northumberland which 
it described. It would be ready on the 16th of October, and he recommended 
all the members and their friends to make an early application for copies 
lest they should find the volume sold out. 

Mr. Holmes said he had had a look at the volume unbound, and he was 
bound to say if the quality of the matter was as good as the bulk, and he 
believed it was, the guinea's worth was certain. 

PROPOSED MEMORIAL TO DR. BRUCE. 

Dr. Hodgkin said there was a matter he wished to bring before that meeting. 
It would have been generally noticed that a tablet had been erected to the 
memory of their late friend and vice-president. Dr. Bruce, to mark the house 
where he spent the last 30 years of his life, and where he wrote the later editions 
of The Roman Wall, and the Lapidarium. He need hardly say that it was not 
for a moment intended that this should be a permanent or fitting memorial to 
Dr. Bruce. Last year there were some suggestions made after their friend's death, 
and one of them was that in some way or other a memorial might be secured 
connected with the Royal Infirmary. He (Dr. Hodgkin) had no doubt this was a 
memorial that Dr. Bruce would have valued, had such a thing been possible, because 
they all knew the welfare of the Infirmary was one of the objects dear to Dr. Bruce's 
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heart. But the suggestion would have involved a very large expenditure, and 
perhaps at a period when trade was so depressed it was not the most fitting 
time to bring before the public a matter that would not cost less than £50,000, 
and which ought probably to amount to £100,000. He was afraid that the 
proposal for erecting a memorial to Dr. Bruce was neglected owing to that 
somewhat ambitious scheme. But many friends of Dr. Bruce, including the 
duke of Northumberland, earl Percy, and lord Armstrong, had expressed an 
earnest desire that something should be done. In fact, many of the letters 
that Mr. Bobinson received in connection with the memorial tablet con- 
veyed a hint of that kind. Some of them thought now that the right time had 
come to ask the friends of Dr. Bruce, whether tibey were members of that society 
or not, to meet together and consider what form the proposed memorial should 
take. There had been several suggestions, and he might say that one which 
seemed to find most approval with the members of Dr. Brace's family and the 
members of the council of the society, was the erection of a recumbent statue 
in St. Nicholas's church. But it would be left for the meeting to decide the 
form that the memorial should take. The council had requested him to mention 
the matter, and if it met with a favourable reception there, they might get 
perhaps as far as to name a time when a general meeting could be fixed to 
which others besides members of that society might come. He hoped they 
might be able to appoint an early date for a meeting at which the whole 
question might be taken into consideration. 

Mr. B. Welford suggested and afterwards moved that the society request the 
mayor of Newcastle to convene a pubh'c meeting of the inhabitants at an early 
date to consider the subject. 

Mr. B. 0. Heelop seconded the motion. 

The Chairman said that Sir Gainstord Bruce was much pleased with the idea 
of a monument in St. Nicholas's church, and he had also expressed to him his 
pleasure at the memorial that had been placed in front of Dr. Brace's late 
residence. He stated that he valued it as a complimeut to the family, and 
would treasure it as such. 

Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) read a paper on the recently discovered Lanchester 
altar by F. J. Haverfield, F.S.A., for which thanks were voted. The paper will 
be printed in the Archaeologia Aeliana. 

Mr. John Bobinson read his interesting paper on ' The Old Harvest Customs of 
Northumberland.' He spoke of the great change in the customs of the harvest 
time in the present century. At one time harvest time was looked forward to 
with delight and satisfaction, whereas now it was only one of the regular events 
in the da^y round of the field labourer's life. He could himself remember the 
time when Irish labourers used to land at North Shields, and proceed in the 
direction of Morpeth for the purpose of engaging in the harvest work. They 
were ill-dressed and their appearance caused considerable stir in the North- 
umberland villages. But the greatest sensation took place when the harvest 
was over, and the Irishmen had received their wages. Then whiskey made a 
change in their condition, and strange stories were yet told in country public 
houses of the Irish rows, and the way in which the labourers on these occasions 
frequently used their sickles. Wages were from seven shillings and sixpence to 
twelve shillings and sixpence per acre, according to the condition of the crops. 
Bnt these Irish people were never engaged if sufficient local labour could be 
obtained, as the Irishmen did not do tiieir work nearly as well as the North- 
umberland labourers, on account of the kind of sickle they used. Mr. Robinson 
went on tell some interesting stories of harvest work in years gone by, giving a 
description of the kira supper, which took place at the end of the harvest. All 
participated in the enjoyment of the night. The young people amused them- 
selves in games with apples, and ducking for money in tubs of water, and other 
old English games. All was finished up with dancing. From time immemorial 
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the gleaner was allowed to follow the reaper, and many Northumberland families 
got a good supply by gleaning to help them to provide bread for the year. 

Mr. R. Oliver Heslop moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Robinson for his paper. 
He said it was stated in an early volume of the Archaeologia Aeliana that a 
* Kern Baby * had been given to that society, bwt he was afraid that it had long 
since disappeared, for neither of their present curators had ever seen it. 

Mr. Gibson seconded the motion. 

Dr. Hodgkin complimented Mr. Robinson on his paper. It was important 
that they should keep a record of the good old times before the remembrance 
of them had disappeared altogether. 

Mr. May called attention to the similarity between the customs described by 
Bums in his * Hallow'een * and those mentioned by Mr. Robinson as practised 
at the harvest home celebrations in Northumberland thus showing the solidarity 
of race between the two peoples in the north of England and the south of Scot- 
land. He also stated that the implements mentioned as being in use in 
the olden time and now obsolete were still employed in the Western Hebrides, 
where the language spoken in Britain before the arrival of the Romans was 
generally used. 

Mr. Jas. F. Robinson said when much com was ripe and there was a danger 
of wind, a market was often held in a village for shearers, when farmers would 
attend with a cart to engage hands. Those who offered the highest wages got 
most of them. The hook with its toothed edge was the older instrument. The 
sickle was of later introduction. 

In this Mr. Holmes agreed. 

Mr. Joseph I. Nicholson remarked that in the Hexham and Corbridge district 
the sickle foity years ago was the broad sharp instrument, while the hook (Irish 
or English) was the narrow one either toothed or plain. The shearer, the local 
harvester, had the right to bring two gleaners into the field. 

Mr. J. P. Gibson thought it was the other way about, the sickle being the 
older. 

Mr. Welford remarked that in the south of England the sickle was the older 
weapon. 

Mr. Branford said the custom of gleaning in Norfolk was that all the com 
had to be removed, then the gate of the field was opened to all comers. After 
the harvest the farmer gave a harvest home to all his friends and labourers. 
The following day the men and boys visited the nearest town and called upon 
each tradesmen with whom his master traded, and ranging themselves in front 
of the shop or house called out in a loud voice : * Halla largess, halla largess, 
halla largess.' The lord of the harvest then entered the shop and received the 
largess. 

Mr. Blair (secretary) remarked that on the previous morning he had seen a 
man using a flail in a barn at Amside in the south of Westmorland. 
The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

Owing to Mr. Charlton's unavoidable absence his paper on the Hesleyside 
documents was deferred until a future meeting. 



The original document, from which the following has been copied, is in the 
possession of Mr. J. C. Brooks, V.P. : — 



I receyvd all yor letter and notes sent by my Cosen conceminge the scire 
fac woh his Lo : desires to be made I had formerlie recey ved 2 Copies of 
Patents, one made to Mr Stevenson and thother to Mr George Baker and 
expected further direccons for otherwise I could do nothinge wth them. 



MISCELLANEA. 



Sir, 
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Upon pn'sall of the notes sent I am at a stand and therevpon have made 
a note of excepcons to them in a paper by it selfe, the rather by cause 
that may be shewed and not this letter, yet had I made a draught of a 
scire feuc to geve some satisfaction to his Lo : such as I concey ve wold be 
fittest yet now I able or fitt to advise his Lo : in it I would go another 
way as thus. 

At the next Court of pleas I wold require the Clerk himselfe in p*Bon to 
be in it and execute it himselfe and then put vpon him such thinges to 
read and do as I dare say he cannot do And if he offer sufficient deputie 
then demand of that deputie before he be allowed to see his depntacon 
Tnder hand and seall which I suppose he will not have readie. 
Then demand to see his Boll for awariinge of Capias, alias capius, and 
plu' capias, vpon originalls sued forth and brought to him and likewise 
the Boll vpon web he hath awarded p'ces of Exigevit and p*clamaoons in 
such accons as have p'ceded to the exigent and also the retome of such 
exigentes as have been owtlawed. 

Demand likewise to see the roll of kings silver paid vpon fynes woh there 
is called the Bisshopps silver for 2 or 3 yeares last And I feare there 
wilbe fovnd many wb Blankes for the Bisshopps silver woh ig yerie 
dangerovs to purchasers and others. 

In this course I thinke in my opinion it was best to p'cede, and hold him 
to it at eu'ie Coiui by wch meanes he wilbe brought to confesse his 
owne insufficiencie, and to p'cure another to do it or leave the office. 
To accuse him for takeinge extraordinary fees is fitt to be in 
the Court of pleas rules his Lordshipp wold be pleased to deale wth him 
iu a criminall course. 

Thus have I endeavored to geve my Lo : some reasonable satisfEUJcon as 
I p'mised his Lo: when I toke leave of his Lo: albeit it come not 
so soone as is expected yet I hope his Lordshipp will pardon that for I could 
do nothinge wtbout the notes sent and whilest my Cosen was here I had 
no tyme to do any thinge at it althoughe he was verie importunat with 
me for it : 

I pray Good Sr lett me entreat you remember my humble duetie and 
service to his Lo : and love to yo'selfe and Mr Baddeley wch my Cosen 
dorter and my Cosen his wife and little Thomas when yo^ see them 
Thus ceasing to be further troblesome to yo^ I rest 

Yor ever assured Loveinge freind 
fflansawe (?) this 7 of September Chr Nailor. 

1638 

[Endorsed : * To his verie Loveigne and much respected kinde 
freind Mr Baddeley at Durham Spede thes * ] 

[Sealed with a seal bearing [or] a pale between two lions rampant [sa] , 
with crest a lion's head erased [«a] for Natlor.] 



Potters' names, <&c. on fragmento of pottery discovered in the excavations 
within the north east angle of the Boman station of Gilurnum in July and 
August, 1893 : 



On Samian ware : — 
CAMBVS F 



MABIN/ 
MEMIA F (?) 



POTIT/ 
[PI OTIT/ 
B08TALI M 
[SII]VIIBV[S] 
TOBSA FEC 
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An afternoon meeting of the society was held on Saturday the dOth day of 
September, 1893, at 

PRUDHOE CASTLE A OVINGHAM. 

About twenty-fonr members and Mends assembled at the Prudhoe railway 
station on the arrival there abont half-past two o'clock of the train from 
Newcastle. They were met by the Rev. A. Johnson, vicar of Healey, 
who had kindly undertaken to guide them during the afternoon. The party then 
proceeded direct to Prudhoe Oastle by the path leading through the gardens 
and across the moat. On the steps leading- from the inner bailey to the garden 
they were courteously received by Mrs. Glover the occupant (by whose kind 
permission and that of the duke of Northumberland who owns it, the ancient 
pile was visited). 

In the Early English chapel, built over the Norman gateway, and dedicated 
to St. Mary, Mr. Johnson discoursed on the past history of Prudhoe. He said 
that Camden, in his Britania (1639), suggested the idea that Prudhoe was the 
Procolitia of the Romans, and the station of the first cohort of the Batavians. 
But these conjectures were purely imaginary and untenable. The name Prudhoe 
was simply the Anglo-Saxon Prut or * Prud,* proud, and * hoe,' hill, and this 
accnrately described the position of Prudhoe castle which crowns the proud 
height of the hill on which it stands. Nothing whatever was known of Prudhoe 
during Roman or pre Norman times. They knew nothing of its having been 
occupied till they heard of it as the chief seat of the great Norman family of 
Umfreville. The founder of this family in England was a kinsman of WilUam 
the Conqueror, who came with him from Normandy and fought at the battle of 
Hastings. His name occurred on the Battle Abbey Roll under the description 
and appellation of Robert-cum-barba. This Robert de Umfreville held his 
Northern possesfdons by the tenure of defending the district from the king's 
enemies and wolves, wearing that sword which William the Conqueror had by 
his side when he first entered Northumberland. The older parts of the castle 
were erected by Odinel, who, according to the monk of Tynemouth, in the 
eighteenth year of Henry II., * greatly oppressed and plundered his neighbours 
in order to repair the roof of his castle of Prudhoe,' presuming on his own 
eminence and the interest he was possessed of by having married his daughter 
Mani to one high in the king's favour, William de Albeney the third. History 
proved him to have not only been a good churchman, but a soldier and patriot, 
be having bravely a>nd successfully defended his seat in 1174 ag iinst the assault 
of William the Lion, king of Scotland. The castles of Warkworth, Harbottle, 
and Carhsle had succumbed to the power of the Scottish army, but at Prudhoe 
they received a check, after in vain tryinj? to force an entry for three bloody 
days. William was compelled to raise the siege and depart for Alnwick, where 
be was taken prisoner, amongst his captors being the gallant Odinel de Umfre- 
ville. In 1244 the Scots were again before Prudhoe, bat failed, as before, to 
take the castle. In the reign of king John, Richard de Um reville joined the 
barons against the king, and thereby forfeited his castle o^ Prudhoe and all his 



Digitized by 



Digitized by Google 



CD 

us- 



s 



1/5 



1/5 



«^ 

Si 

Hi. 

IS 

.o 



<5) 



•hi 



Si 



it 



Si 



a. 

o 



i 



o 



(I) 

Cm 

a 
oi 
a 



06 


z 
2 





c 

Sc 
:i 

c 



c 

(D 

® s: 
.2 ^ 

h 



s 

d 
CO 



Digitized by Google 







s 

S 

k 

a 



o 



a 

CQ 



'a 



.s 

> 

o 



03 
O 



a 



o 
o 



3 



o 



S3 



c2 

t 



(M © 



I 



u 3 

. a> 

o 



1 

Q 

•c 
^ g 



4 i 



e 

OD « 

1 i 
« a 
8 s 



P4 

1 
S 

I 



"I 

s 



5 
s 



I 



o 
B 



a 



^ i 



I I 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



87 



other Northumbrian possessions, bat they were restored to him daring the 
following reign. His son . Gilbert was a baron of sach distinction as to be 
styled by Matthew Paris • the defender of the North and the flower of chivahry.' 
It was his son, also named Gilbert, who in 1299, bailt and endowed the chan^ 
over the gateway in which there was the earliest known example of an oriel 
window. Another Gilbert, who died in 1380, left a widow, who married for her 
second husband Henry first earl of Northumberland, and thus the property passed 
into the noble family of Percy, in which it still remained. Algernon, fourth duke 
of Northumberland, was created baron Prudhoe in 1816. 

With this brief resumS of the past associations of the casUe, came another 
slight link, in the discovery of a stone, on which several of the members present 
believed they could trace an inscription, but, if so, the letters were so decayed 
as to defy decipherment. The stone is in the wall on the right hand side of the 
archway leading to the inner court. 

Mrs. Glover pointed out in the garden the site of the ancient chapel of 
Prudhoe to which probably the following extracts refer : — 

' In 1501 Sir Lewis Turner was chaplain of the chantry of St Thomas 
de Prudhoe ' (22 Sur. Soc, xxi). 
In the certificate of all the Chantries etc., in the second year of Edward the 
sixth, under * Prewdow,* there appears the following : — 

* Landes and possessions belonging to the use and stypend of one Prest, 
called the Lady Preest, John Dyxson, Incumbent, of iAie age of 1. yeres, 
meanly learned, of honest conversacion and qualytes, having no other 
lyving &c. No landes, &c. solde &c. Yerely valewe xvj#. Yvjd, Plate 
none. Goodes, none ' (22 Sur. Soc. Ixxxiii). 
According to the ' Inventory of the Ornaments and Goodes wythin the county 
of Northumberlande ' made at the same time (22 Sur. Soc. xc) there were in 
the Chauntry of Sent Thomas in Prudhowe. Item, * one vest of white fustian, 
with the appurtenances, one chalice of tynne, ij. lynen alterclothes and a 
great bell.' 

Members were hospitably entertained to tea by Mrs. Glover, after which a 
vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Olephan to 
the generous hostess, and carried by acclamation. 
Spearman in his Notes* says of Prudhoe : — 

' Notwithstanding the assertion of Dugdale that fiamily of Umfreville 
were extinct there were several younger branches of it living in Northed 
in good repute within these few years viz Umfreville Barrister at law in 
Newcastle 1730 His nephew Thomas was brought up a Merchant on 
becoming Bankrupt was many years parish Clerk at St Johns He had two 
sons the eldest died whilst Clerk to an Attorney The second was school- 
master of St Nicholas and keeper of the workhouse in which he died 1789 
leaving a son now in the Navy On his death the Duke of Northnd bought 
for a few pounds the old pedigree of the Umfrevilles which was in his 
possession also a sword which had belonged to Gilbert Umfreville Earl of 
Angus.' 

Full descriptions of Prudhoe castle may be read in the Archaeologia Aeliana 
vol. XIV (Border Holds vol. i), by Mr. Bates, and in these Procsedings vol. i, 
p. 281, by Mr. G. C. Clark. 

The visitors then made their way by way of the bridge which crosses the river 
Tyne, to 

OVINGHAM CHURCH, 

a cruciform building dedicated to St Mary. Here they were met by the Rev. C. E. 
Donnell, the vicar, who consigned to Mr. Johnson, as an authority, the duty of 
explaining the many features of interest which the church contains. He pointed 
out that the tower was of the late Saxon period, being similar to those of 
* Notes to Hutohinson's Northtmherland in the Broompark library. 
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Bywell St. Andrew's, Corbridge, and Warden. It is said to have been partly 
constracted of Roman stones obtained from stations near. The chnrch was 
partially rebnilt soon after the Gonqaest, and he pointed out as a proof of this, 
the south doorway. At the beginning of the thirteenth century there was 
another restoration, the nave and chancel being built in the pointed Early 
English style. The chnrch has two transepts each with an aisle on its east side. 
Mr. Johnson pointed out in the south wall of the chancel two early sedilia and 
a ' low side * window of lancet form. He mentioned, in conclusion, the report 
of bishop Eellawe in 1312, who complained that * he could levy notiiing towards 
the king's subsidies on the vicars of Norham, Bywell St. Peter, HiStwhistle, 
and nderton, nor on the parson of Ovingham, because all their goods, a? well 
as the churches in their parishes, were entirely burnt and destroyed by the 
Scots.' 

The ancient altar slab with four of its original five crosses (one comer having 
been knocked off) which formerly stood against the wall at the west end of the 
church has been removed to the chancel and placed on the floor under the 
conmiunion table. 

Through the courtesy of the vicar the old registers and churchwardens' 
accounts were placed on the table in the vestry for ihe inspection of the 
members. On a cursory glance several interesting entries were discovered and 
the names of several former vicars, which will enable Mr. Johnson to complete 
the list of vicars which he is compiling. 

The earliest churchwarden's book appears to begin in April 1680. Another 
begins on the 27 April, 1736. On the back of one of the books is the following 
entry of an excommunication so late as 1778 : — 

* Memorandum. That sentence of excommunication against Mary Fittis wife 
of John Fittis of Ovingham, was read in the Parish Church of Ovingham 
on Sunday Decr the 27*.^ 1778 by me Chris. Gregson Minister ' 
After visiting the tombs of the Bewick fiamily and reading the inscriptions 
placed against the west wall of the tower to conunemorate them, the party 
proceeded to the quaint, sixteenth century rectory house. Here were especially 
noted the cusped window at the east end, the curious chimneys, and the iron 
' tirling pin ' and latch on the door. On a wall by the side of a short flight of three 
steps leading from the upper garden, which is on a level with the house, to the 
lower garden, and many feet above the present level of the river, is a short 
inscription commemorating the Great Flood of 1771, thus : — 
* Height of the Flood 
Novr 17 
A.D. * 1771.' 

Spearman in his Notex (already referred), gives the following particulars of 
Ovingham : — * 1377. l«t of Richard 2nd At Ovingham was a Monastery of 
Black Canons founded by the Umfrevilles Barons of Prudhoe valued at 
£11 „ 2 „ 8 by Stowe at £13 „ 4 „ 8 by Speed Tt s'ured the fate of all such 
houses under Henry 8*1» and was for many yc«rs the property of the 
Addison family of which family there is a tomb with the arms in Marble 
on the North side of the altar now laid level with the floor John Addison 
Gent occurs as a Grandjnror Northnd 1626-9-30 Also Francis Addison 
Esq High Sheriff 1674 About the year 1700 tiie Addison family sold the 
site and remains of the Priory and the Demesne lands likewise the Tvthes 
to Charles Clerk of Newcastle Esq his son Charles dying without issue 
in his fathers life time his daughter and heiress Married W. Bigg of Little 
Benton Esq who died 1760 His son Thomas Charles Bigs; Married a 
daughte r of Will Ord of Feuham Esq. 1680 Sir Philip Sendamore & 
Francis Addison Patrons of the Church at Ovingham." 
The description of Ovin;^hara church by Mr. C. C. Hodgos in these Proceeding* 
vol. Ill, p. 163, may be read with advantage. 

The early bells in the tower are described in the Proceedingn vol. iii, pp. 167 
and 293, and the communion plate vol. iv, p. 180. 
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SOCIETY OF ANTIQUAEIES 



OF NEWOASTLB-UPON-TYNB. 



YoL. VI. 1893. No. 16. 

The nsaal monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Oastle, on Wednesday, the 25th day of October, 1898, at seyen o'clock in 
the evening, Mr. D. Embleton, a member of the council, being in the chair. 

Several accoonts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following new membeb was proposed and declared duly elected : — 

Phillip E. Mather, 30 Grosvenor Road, Newcastle-apon-Tyne. 
The following mew books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Exchanges — 

From the Brussels Archaeological Society: — Their *Axm»les,* vol. vn, pi. iv; 

(Oct. 1898) ; 8vo. Bnunels 

From the Numismatic Society of London: — * The NomismatioJoanuJ'; 1896, 
pt. iii, third series, No 61 ; 8yo. plates. 

Purchases — 

' Jahrbaoh' of the Imperial Oerman Archaeological Institate, vol. vm, pt. iii, 
1898 ; large 8vo. plates. Berlin, 1808. 

< Mittbeilangen ' of the same Society, vol. vm, pt. ii ; 8vo. Borne, 1808. 

* The Antiquary ' for October, 1898. 
' Monamm Inquisit. in Cor. Scao.' 

On the recommendation of the council it was agreed to purchase Bum*s 
'Whickham * (2/-), and from Low, * Nonarum Inquisit. in Cur. Scac. * (7/6), and 
to subscribe for Bum's * Byton.* 

Donations to the Museum : — 

From G. H. Thompson of Alnwick :— Three curved instruments for cutting 
com, one with finely serrated edge and narrow in the blade marked 
* sickle,* the others wide in the blade with ribbed backs marked * hooks.* 
(See p. 81 and post p. 91.) 

From Thomas May : — A fragment of vitrified rock from the ancient dun or 
hill fort near Brechin called the * Black Gatterthun.* 

From Robert G. Glephan : — ^A small copper coin of Wisby, referred to in his 
paper (p. 92) ; on the obverse side there is in the centre the Agnus 
Dei and the inscription obe : dei : mi : metv : around in Lombardics ; 
while on the reverse there is in the centre a shield bearing a fesse and 
the inscription also in Lombardics around moneta : wisbwe : The 
coin appears to be of the fifteenth or sixteenth century. 

From the Stationmaster, Whitley : — An old iron railway chair (?) found at 
Whitley colliery. 

From W. W. Tomlinson : — An old iron key found at Whitley. 

The late Aldebman Gail. 
The chairman (Dr. Embleton) in a few well-chosen words moved that a letter 
of condolence be sent to Mrs. Gail on the lamented death of Mr. Gail, who was 
one of the oldest members of the society. The same having been seconded by 
Mr. Glephan was carried unanimously. 
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The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following note by Mr. G. H. Thompson of 
Alnwick, on " The Sickle and the Hook " : — 

" Respecting the two instruments, the sickle and the hook, the former is 
the older. In the authorized version of the Bible, the word sickle is always 
used in reference to reaping. It was toothed or serrated. The modem sickle 
is narrow, about J ins. broad, and has a serrated edge, produced in the same 
way as the teeth of a file, and lying at an angle of about 45 degrees to its 
inner edge. The Chinese, I believe, also use a toothed instrument, and 
judging by their unchanging habits, the sickle is doubtless, in its origin to 
be referred to the earliest times. 

The hook, from li ins. to 1} ins. broad, is a smooth-edged instrument, 
and was introduced some 200 years ago, or more. It was used in a slightly 
different manner from the sickle. Grasping a handful of com in the left 
hand, the sickle had to be dravm in the opposite direction to the angle of the 
teeth, (not as in sawing) so as to cut ; the hook, by drawing it more towards 
the reaper. Very frequently the straw was strack, so as to cut it in two. 
This was called ' cluffing,* but in a * kemping ' bout was not considered fair 
shearing. Some farmers would not use the hook. An old friend, Mr. Thos. 
Thompson, of Cavil Head, persevered in using the sickle, until his death 
some years ago. 

Like the sickle, the hook had a solid blade, but in order to get a thinner 
and finer cutting edge, between seventy and eighty years ago, the * Patent * 
hook was invented. In this the blade is stamped out of a thin sheet of steel, 
and along the back a<i iron rib is rivetted on to give the requisite strength. 
Between fifty and sixty years ago, the late Mr. Bobert Sorby of Sheffield 
invented the ' Improved Patent ' hook. Instead of the rivetted rib on back, 
a groove was sti&mped along the blade, but this was found not to give 
sufficient strength, and it had to be supplemented with a light rib in the 
groove. This broad-bladed hook was also made with a serrated edge, and 
was called a * toothed hook.' 

In England the sickle and hook are practically disused through the adoption 
of the reaping machine. One or two hooks on a farm for the purpose of 
* opening out the rig ' to allow the reaper te start, is all that is required, but 
in hilly districts they are yet wanted. The sickle is, however, still largely 
used in Bussia, Poland, etc., and increasingly at the Cape, South America, 
Australia, etc. 

With the advent of the reaping machine (in all its essential points, the 
invention of a country millwright, John Common of Denwick), the poetry of 
the harvest field is gone. Thomson could not now sing : — 

' Crowned with the sickle and the wheaten sheaf. 

While Autumn, nodding o'er the yellow plain. 

Comes jovial on, the Doric reed once more 

Well pleased, I tune.' 

Not now 

* Before the ripened field the reapers stand. 
In fair array ; each by the lass he loves. 
To bear the rougher part, and mitigate 
By nameless gentle offices her toil.' 
Instead of the merry laugh, 

' The niral talk. 

The rural scaudal, and the rural jest. 

That stole nnfelt the sultry hours away,' 
the monotonous rattle of the reaping machine is heard, and the few ' hands ' 
dotted along the * rigs * are too far apart to talk. Gleaning too is gone. Ruth 
no longer can find grace iu the eyes of Boaz, nor Lavinia captivate Palaemon. 
Everything has become mercenary and mechanical, and the horse rake gathers 
up the last straw. 
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Nor is there any longer the annoal inflax of Irisbmen. Formerly great 
nnmbers came over for the hanrest, many of them year after year, always 
going to the same fiEirmer. In the town here, the women shearers used to 
gather from fixe to six o'clock in the morning, near to St. Michael's pant ; 
the farmer or his steward came with his long carts, and the hig^^ling for the 
day's wages went on until some one managed to make a bargain with the 
number be wanted ; and when the noisy fireight departed it was amid cheers, 
if the women had gained their point, or the reverse if the * wage ' had gone 
down. 

The sickle I send is the smallest size, snch as a girl would use ; the solid 
hook is the size used by women, and the patent one is for men. A size 
larger again was also used by men." 

Mr. J. P. Gibson remarked that Mr. Thompson confirmed his opinion that 
the sickle was the older, expressed by him at the last meeting. 

Mr. Holmes said he remembered the hook or toothed implement being the 
only one used in South Northumberland in his youth, and that the sharp or 
untoothed sickle was a novelty introduced about the year 1884 to 1836. He had 
spoken to an old farm servant of his grandfather who, then a girl of seventeen, 
came as second female servant and as such did shearing work during harvest 
time. She entered service in the summer of 1835, and told him ^at there 
were only hooks (toothed implements) used then. That almost immediately 
after two people got the new sickle (the sharp untoothed implement) which then 
soon became common. The Irish reapers who came shortly after that, chiefly 
Qsed the sickle (sharp) but a few of them used the hook (serrated). The hook 
was ribbed on both sides but not quite similarly, and a left-handed shearer had 
difficulty in using it. He did not see how the one sent to the society, ribbed 
on one side only, could possibly have beeo used in the condition it is.* 

Mr. Thomas May then read the following note on * Horses' Heads ': — 

** Among the * Old Harvest Customs of Northumberland ' described by Mr. 
John Bobinson at last meeting, was a veiy curious and interesting one, of a 
guest appearing at the harvest festival with a horse's head. This peculiar 
practice, though spoken of as referring to the metamorphoses of Ceres and 
Neptune, appears to be of Teutonic or Scandinavian origin, because among 
the ancient Northern nations the horse was a sacred animal kept within the 
hallowed precincts of the temples, was a favourite animal for sacrifice on the 
most solemn occasions, such as the New Year's festival, and even so late as 
the eleventh century, the Swedes offered a horse as a sacrifice at the election of 
a king. On these occasions the flesh of the horses was eaten, and iu St. Olafs 
Saga it is stated that cattle and horses were slain for harvest boot. Accord- 
ing to Tacitus the neigh of a horse was an omen of good among the Germanic 
tribes, and horses were believed to be in the secrets of the gods and to 
reveal their counsels. In olden times a hair from a horses's tail in the milk 
strainer was a charm against witchcraft, and a foal's tooth was worn as a charm. 
The names Heugest and Horsa (stallion and horse) are those of the heroes of 
Saxon conquest in Britain ; and they were the sons of Victa, which is the old 
Norse word for a horse. The nightmare is a peculiarly German institution, 
and many places on the continent, Berhaupten, Tierhaupten, Boshaupten, 

* The foUowiai; letter ralatiag to thii queitiun, ha<4, ainoe th3 m «ting, been reoeived from 
Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson : — 

'* As I promiged, I have qaestioned Mr. M. H. Dand of Hauxley about sickle v. hook. 
He is eighty-two years of age and remembers when the sickle or toothed hook only was 
ased : he also can remember the introdnction, over sixty years ago, of the hook-proper or 
sharpened hook, which was broaght into this district by the Irish harvesters from 
Connaught rather than from the North of Ireland. Harvesters with sickles were preferred 
and were paid a shilling or two more per week than those who used the hooks, for the 
first cut the com : the latter $truek it and caased greater waste. Old Samuel Donkin of 
Bywell, the well-known auctioneer, to the last, insisted upon the use of the sickle or 
toothed hook. Mr. Dand recollects one old woman on his own estate who used the same 
sickle or toothed hook for full twenty years." 
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etc., are named i^r horses* heads. At the opposite extremitieB of our land 
we have white horses of immense size delineated npon the hillsides in Wilt- 
shire, Berkshire, Yorkshire, and on the Hill of Mormond, in north east 
Aberdeenshire. The horse is still the emblem of Kent, and the Hanoverian 
horse appeared on oar coins in the time of the Georges. The catting off and 
setting ap of horses' heads was an ancient German custom, and in some parts 
of Germany it is still practised. Oar Saxon ancestors were hippophagi, and 
when a horse was sacnficed to the gods, its flesh was eaten and the h^kd cut 
off and consecrated by way of pre-eminence. A horse's head stack on a stake 
with the gaping jaws propped open with a stick, in the direction of an enemy's 
approach was termed the spite stake, or neid stange^ and was thoaghtsore to 
bring him harm. In Holland a horse's head was stack over pig styes, and in 
Mecklenbarg, placed ander a sick man's pillow. The peasants' hoases in 
Lower Saxony still have sach heads carved on the gables to protect the rafters 
from wind and weather." 

Thanks were voted to Mr Thompson and Mr. May for their papers. 

Mi. Gibson, the Castle attendant, placed on the table foor boars tasks, which 
had been found in the Castle Garth daring the excavations for the railway 

extrnsione. 

The Bev. Oanon Franklin said that as a former resolation of the society to 
sapply tea and coffee to members after the meetings had not been carried oat 
by the coancil, he woald move that the necessary preparations be made by them 
to carry oat such resolation. 

This was seconded by Mr. Heslop. 

Mr. Dendy moved an amendment that the matter be referred to the coancil 
to report to the next meeting of the society as to what is best to be done in the 
matter. 

Mr. Tomlinson seconded the amendment, which, on being pat to the meeting 
was carried. 

Mr. W. W. Tomlinson read the first portion of his paper on * The Advertise- 
ment Columns of Old Newspapers,' for which thanks were voted to him by 
acclamation. 

It was agreed that he should read the condnding part of the paper at the 
November meeting. 

Mr. Robert 0. Olephan then read his paper on Wisby in Gothland, its 
history, fortification and charches.' The paper was illustrated by a series 
of sixteen lantern slides, one of them being a fourteenth century chart of the 
Baltic. 

The thanks of the members was voted to him by acclamation. 



MISCELLANEA. 

The following, which appears in Notes db Queries (8th ser. vol. iv, p. 382). 
is from the Close Rolls 

** Dacre, Mabel Lady, widow of Humphrey Lord Dacre. 20 December, 
19 Hen. VII [1503]. Masses in Lainercost Monastery for testatrix, her 
husband, his and her parents, and their children. Thomas Lord Dacre, my 
son. Long instructions for chantry to be founded by executors at Lanercost, 
to be called Mabel's Chantrie. * And because my seal to monyfolkes is not 
knowen, I have procured the seal of office of maireship of the same cite 
[Carlisle] to the same indentur to be put'. (20 Hen. VII., part 2)." 
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The uBual monthly meeting of the society was held in the lihrary of the 
Castle, on Wednesday, the 29th day of November, 1898, at seven o*olook in 
the evening, Mr. John Philipson, a vice-president, being in the chair. 

Several accoonts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read a letter he had received from Colonel H&y thank- 
ing the society on Mrs. Cail's behalf for the kind sympathy of the members on 
the grievous loss sustained by her by the death of her husband the late Alderman 
Cail. 

The following new member was proposed and declared duly elected : — 
The Bev. Henry Edwin Savage, M.A., Vicar of St. Hilda's, South Shields. 

The following mew books, etc., were placed on the table : — 

Presents — For which the thanks of the society were voted : — 

From Mr. G. G. Baker Cress well, of Lower Sloan e Street, London : — 
i&ii. Photographs of Hesset chnroh (St. Ethelbert E. & M.), Suffolk, from the N.E. A S.W. 
taken by himself. A fine church of the Perpendicnlar period, with tower built of 
flint (for description of the church see Proceeding 8 of the Suffolk Institute of Archae- 
ology, vol. V, No. 1, 1876). 
iii. Photograph of an ancient Sindon or Pym Cloth* preserved in the vestxy of the same 
church. 

[Mr. Oresswell sent the following description which is taken from Canon Cook*s 
• Materials for a History of Hesset,* in the Proceedings of the Suffolk 
Institute of Archaeology, vol. iv., No. 6, 1873 : — 

** The Sindon, Pyx Cloth, or Corpus Christi Cloth, is so called because it was 
spread over the vessel, shaped either like a small turret or a dove, in which 
until the reign of Queen Mary the Blessed Sacrament was in England generally 
susx>ended. It is a veil, square, measuring on each side 2 ft. 5i inches, made 
of linen, and worked into a pattern resembling lace by the drawing out of some 
threads and the knotting of others. Around it is a silk fringe of rose and 
yellow, one inch in width, the colours alternating in spaces of an inch and a 
half. At one comer a gilt ball is still appended with a tassel of silk, the other 
balls, three in number, have become detached [since replaced, G.G.B.C.]. 
In the centre is a round hole, in diameter rather more than an inch, bound 
with silk ribbon that shows a quarter of an inch on each side. Through this 
passed the chain by which the pyx was suspended above the altar. Specimens 
are of very rare occurrence, one in the South Kensington Museum, embroidered 
at the border with coloured silks and silver thread, is pronounced by Dr. Bock 
to be unique in this country. To him I am greatly indebted for much valuable 
information concerning sindons ; not the least interesting is the fact 
that Mary, queen of Scots, was muffled in a sindon, just before she laid her 

* See Ritea of Durham (16 Snrtees Soo.) page 7. 



Digitized by Google 



94 



head upon the hlock. Knight in his Pictorial History of England (Vol. ii, 
671) describes * the maid Kennedy to have taken a hand-kerchief, edged with 
gold, in which the Eucharist had formerly been enclosed and fastened it over 
her eyes.* Dr. Rock remarks that Knight is wrong in saying that the Holy 
Eucharist had ever been enclosed immediately in the cloth ; it was a pyx-veil, 
that used to be cast oyer the pyx in which the consecrated hosts were kept." J 

Exchanges — 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — 

i. *Eig^th Annual Report of the Burean of Ethnology, 1886-87,' by J. W. Powell, director ; 
large Sto, cloth, plates and illnstrations. Washington, 1891 

ii. * Bibliography of the Chinookan Languages (inolading the Chinook jargon),' by T. C. 
Pulling; 8vo, pp. 81. Washington, 1898 

From the Shropshire Archaeological and Natural History Society : — 

i. ' Transactions,* 2nd series, toI. v, pt. iii. 

IL ' A Calendar of Wills & Adminstrations relating to Shropshire, etc.* (Wills vol. pt. v. ). 
From the Stockholm Historical and Antiquarian Society : — 
i. < Antiquarisk Tidskrift for STmge,' toI. n. No 8 ; 8to. Stockholm 

ii. * Manadsblad ' for 1891 ; 8vo., illustrations. 
From the Canadian Institute of Toronto : — 

i. < Transactions,' vol. m, pt. ii, No. 6 ; 8vo. Toronto, 1898 

ii. * Fifth Annual Report, Session 1892-98 ' ; 8yo. Toronto, 1898 
From the Royal Irish Academy : — 

* Proceedings,' 8rd series, vol. n, Nos. 4 and 6 ; 8vo. Dublin 
From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society : — 

< Proceedings,' 26th October, 1891 to SSth May, 1892, No xxxiv ; toI. 8, No. i. 

Purchases — 

'Hampshire Allegations for Marriage Licences,' vol. n, 8yo. (Harleian Society 

publications, 1^). 
' The Antiquary ' for November, 1893. 

* The Illustrated Archaeologist' for December, 1898 (toI. i, No. 8) ; 8to., plates. 

Donations to the Museum : — 

The following were announced and thanks voted to the respective donors : — 
From Matthew Mackey, jr. : — A primitive bagpipe, purchased at the sale of 
the late Dr. Bruce. The bag when inflated forms the head and horns 
of a beast. There are two chanters for fingering, which are 
grotesquely curved, apparently proceeding from the mouth of the 
beast. 

From the Rev. J. M. Lister, vicar, and the churchwardens of St. Andrew's, 
Newcastle : — Iron fetters very much corroded found on the north side 
of the church near the vestry door, consisting of two hinged rings with 
connecting chain, one of the rings being open, the other closed. As most 
of the people who were banged for their crimes outside of Gallowgate 
were buried in the churchyard, the objects in question probably 
belonged to one of them. 
Mr. Welford remarked that St. Andrew's churchyard, abutting upon Newgate, 
the town's prison, was the burial place of prisoners who died in gaol, and those 
who were executed. The registers of St. Andrew's in the seventeenth century 
contained many entries of the burials of such persons, with the addition of the 
words * a prisoner,' * a pore man out of ye prison,' and (sometimes two or three 
of these together) ' hanged and buried in our churchyard.' One entry he 
remembered in which, on a single day, the execution was recorded of about five 
and twenty men and women for theft and witchcraft. It was noticeable that 
the fetters had been found on the north, or dark side of the church, the 
place usually appropriated to unbaptized children, excommunicated persons, 
suicides and felons. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) reported that the council had had before them the 
question of supplying tea and coffee to members after the meetings, and 
had carefully considered it, when they had decided that there was no power to 
pay for refreshments out of the funds of the society. 
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Some amusement was caused by the secretary placing on the table a ' kern 
baby * of gingerbread, which had been left on the Oastle stairs addressed to 
him. With it was the note : — * The Kern Baby restored to its owners. Found 
in Holland, April, 1893.' 

Sickle v. Hook.* 

The secretary read the following letter from Mr. B. G. Bolam of Berwick, on 
this subject : — 

" My dear Sir, Berwick-on-Tweed, 28th Nov., 1893. 

In reading the account of proceedings at last meeting of the society I was 
much interested in Mr. Q. H. Thompson's paper on the reaping hook v. 
sickle, but I notice that he transposes the names, as the toothed hook was in 
common use when I was a boy, the sickle, with the plain cutting edge, being 
then a new implement which only came into use by slow degrees as the old 
toothed hook was worn out, when it was replaced by the sickle. Some old 
people, howeyer, adhered to the hook as long as they lived. 

With the hook the reapers were obliged to cut the corn, holding it in their 
hands, but with the sickle came the shearing or slashing which remained with 
us imtil the advent of the reaping machine. Yours faithfully, R. G. Bolam." 

Mr. Holmes pointed out that what Mr. Bolam stated quite agreed with what 
be had remarked at the last meeting (p. 91). 

Mr. Welford said he had hoped that the letter of Mr. Thompson and Mr. J. 
Crawford Hodgson's note, published in last month's Proceedings (see pp. 90-91), 
would have ended the controversy. When the subject was first mooted at their 
September meeting he had been astonished to hear it stated that in North- 
umberland the narrow-bladed implement was called a hook, and the broad one 
a sickle. To him, with his south-country training, that was equivalent to 
asserting that in Northumberland a spade was called a shovel, and a shovel 
was termed a spade. He had, therefore, started an inquiry in the * Notes and 
Queries ' department of the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle^ and the replies, so 
far, emanating as they did from various districts of England, showed clearly 
that the narrow-bladed implement with a serrated edge was known as the 
sickle, and that the broad blade, with a sharp edge, which superseded it, was 
called a hook. Even to this day those designations applied. The current 
* Sheffield List ' contained thirty illustrations of sickles and hooks, and in every 
case but one in which the words appeared, the narrow blade was denominated 
•sickle,' and the broad blade was called * hook.' It was, however, equally clear 
from the correspondence, that in some parts of Northumberland these names 
were reversed. 

Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) made an appeal on behalf of the Dr. Bruce 
Memorial Fund. He said the larger subscribers had done their part very 
handsomely, and it was now time for smaller subscribers who approved of the 
project to follow their example. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following letter from Mr. John Robinson, 
announcing some interesting discoveries made while pulling down the ' Fox and 
Lamb,' in Pilgrim Street : — 

" In pulling down the old • Fox and Lamb ' building in Pilgrim Street, an 
interesting small pointed window has been brought to light, of which I 
enclose a sketch.f On removing a fireplace in the third storey, this 
old window was discovered in the older wall which the house had been built 
against on the south side. The date of the building just pulled down is 1631 
(Messrs. Boyle and Enowles in Vestiges give it 1651, a mistake I think). 
The curiously carved panels have been preserved and will be placed in the 
new building. The window must therefore be of much older date, and is 

♦ For Dr. Robert Mnnro's * Notes of Flint Saws and Sickles ' see * The Illustrated 

Archaeologist ' vol. i, pp. 176-198. niastrations are given on pp. 180-8 of Ancient Egyptian 

flint sickles. . ^ . 

mukBu,^. ^ See next page. 
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different from the old doorways of the building itself. In removing the 



down, and, if possible, to mark the spot as one of historical interest." 

Mr. Knowles undertook to give a description of the * Fox and Lamb ' at the 
next meeting of the society. 

Mr. Blair next read the following obituary notice of the late Alderman Cail 
by the Rev. E. H. Adamson, M.A., V.P. :— 

** Our late esteemed and worthy colleague, whose loss we have so recently 
sustained, Alderman Richard Cail, was bom in Gateshead, May 11th, 1812. 
When he was about seven years old, his family removed to Newcastle, where 
for a time he was a pupU at the academy in Percy street, over which the father 
of Dr. Bruce so long and ably presided. He served an apprenticeship as a 
builder with Mr. Joseph Grey of this town, and afterwards commencing business 
on his own account he became chiefly known as a railway contractor, for which 
new sphere of work he seems to have been peculiarly well qualified. It has 
been said of, and it is no small credit to him, that in the whole course of 
his business transactions embracing the most costly undertakings and engineer- 
ing achievements of the greatest magnitude he never had any serious dispute or 
difference with those who employed him or those whom he employed, 
nor was ever involved in legal proceedings either as plaintiff or defendant. 
Later in life Mr. Cail abandoned railway contracting and became manager of 
the chemical works at Walker. Unfortunately the chemical trade on Tyneside 
began to decline and the works were suspended, which circumstance, we 
believe, involved him though from no fault of his own in considerable difficulty. 
But he never repined nor gave way to despondency ; on the contrary, with 
indomitable energy he embarked in new concerns and was able to recoup his 
losses and regain his former prosperous condition. He devoted much time and 
attention to public affairs. Entering the Town Council in 1866 and having 
passed through the shrievalty he was twice elected mayor of Newcastle, in 

The above is a reproduction of a pen and ink drawing by Mr. S. Holmes from a pencil 
sketch by Mr. G. Hall. 




back walls some interest- 
ing portions of doorways 
and arches were uncover- 
ed, but I was just in time 
to see them pulled down 
together with the old walls 
of the seventeenth century 
building. The old window 
had evidently been part 
of another house standing 
when the 'Fox and Lamb ' 
was built, and would look 
out into an open space 
upon which the late build- 
ing was erected in 1631. 
This building, you may 
remember, has always 
been associated with the 
history of Roderick Ran- 
dom, as it was here that 
Roderick met his old 
schoolfellow. Strap the 
barber. All the guide 
books to Newcastle record 
this tradition, so I think 
the Society of Antiquaries 
ou^t to have some record 
of the house being pulled 
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The late Alderman Richard Cail, j.p. 

A Vice-President of the Society. 
(From a Photograph by Mr. R. E. Ruddock, of Newcastle.) 
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1871 and 1879. It is generally allowed that he filled that high and honoorable 
office with grace and dignity. He was also a justice of the peace and sat for 
twenty years on the magisterial bench. As a representative of the corporation 
on the Tyne Commission he had a great deal to do with the improyement of 
the river by deepening its channel and by the construction of the noble piers at 
its mouth. At a recent meeting he was enabled to congratulate his colleagues 
on this great work being all but completed. There were two matters which 
engrossed from time to time much of his attention and in which he laboured 
hard to enlist the co-operation of others, both by speeches in the council 
chamber and by printed pamphlets and appeals to the community. The first 
was the removal of the cattle market and the construction of proper abattoirs 
ontside the town. The other was the provision of a constant and unfailing 
supply of pure water by utilising the overflowings of Ulleswater lake and 
conveying them to Tyneside, he and his friend Alderman Newall having gone 
OTer the ground together and after making accurate surveys and the necessary 
calculations had persuaded themselves that the plan was feasible. Both of 
these proposals Mr. Oail thought would greatly tend to promote the public 
health and increase the material welfare and prosperity of Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood generally. Without entering into details or venturing to 
express an opinion on the merits of the schemes proposed, we may perhaps be 
inclined to think that the worthy alderman might fairly have expected a more 
patient hearing and greater consideration than we fear he actually experienced. 
We all know how it was that the threatened water famine, owing to the 
protracted drought of the past summer, prompted him to bring t^e latter 
proposal once more before the council at their meeting on the 18th ult. We 
all know how after submitting an able and elaborate report on the whole 
question he was stricken with illness, brought on perhaps by too much exertion 
and over-excitement, was conveyed home and died the same evening. The 
numerous attendance at his funeral, which took place at Jesmond cemetery on 
the 23rd, testified to the universal regard and esteem the citizens of 
Newcastle and many others entertained for him. At the time of his decease 
be was chairman of the Bedheugh bridge company, in the affairs of which he 
always took a warm interest and printed a pamphlet no% very long ago detailing 
the history and progress of that undertaking. It is many years since he joined 
our society* and was always welcome at the monthly meetings here and on our 
country excursions, for his wide experience often enabled him to impart usefid 
information and offer valuable suggestions. He was a contributor to our 
museum ; we may specially notice that interesting relic of old Newcastle, the 
* bluestone ' from the bridge. To him also we are indebted for the banner of Sir 
John Marley, the gallant defender of the town when besieged by the Scots 
army under Leslie in 1644. It will be in the recollection of many of us how 
anxious he was to receive the members and their friends at his residence, 
' Beaconsfield,* Low Fell, and how hospitably he entertained them when the 
day was fixed only four months ago, and with what care and pains he 
explained the various objects of antiquarian interest preserved in his house and 
garden. But it is unnecessary to enlarge on that pleasant gathering for the 
record of the visit has a place in our Proceedings, Alderman Oail was fond of 
talking about bygone days but always very modest in speaking of himself. He 
had a retentive memory and a perfect recollection of all the changes that had 
taken place not only in Newcastle and Gateshead but in the northern counties 
genertUly during a long and not unobservant life. He could remember 
Newcastle as a small picturesque town confined principally within its ancient 
walls and surrounded by pleasant environs, before its gradual development and 
growth into a large city, with handsome streets and public buildings, through 
the genius and enterprise of Grainger, Dobson, and others, not unlike himself 
in energy and force of character. It was only what might have been expected 
that the reminiscences of such a man would be most valuable, and it goes 

* In 1856 the members of the sooietj visited Neville's Cross, daring the constmotion by 
Mr. Cail of the railway to Durham, of which they availed themselven. Mr. Cail conducted 
them OTer the works and entertained them to luncheon in * the New Durham Station.' (See 
Proceeding$, voL i (O.S.) p.p. 126-162). 
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without' sayiDg that he was a very agreeable companion, and that after an, 
hour'B chat with him you came away not only entertained but instructed. I have" 
known Alderman Oail for many years and recently have seen something more 
of him in private life. He was ever kind and courteous, and bore up with 
admirable fortitude and cheerfulness under the very severe afiiiction of almost 
total blindness. His amiable and devoted wife did all she dould to alleviate the 
situation by reading to him and keeping him informed of all that was passing 
in the world around him. She was a daughter of Mr. Thomas Wilson, the 
author of the Pitman's Pay^ and their only child is the wife of Colonel H&y, late 
of Sunderland, now of Hilton in Yorkshire." 

Dr. Hodgkin said/Uiat Mr. Oail in Ids robes of office had a certain dignity 
that it often struck him he would have made a good doge of Venice. 

Mr. Heslop remarked that the figure of the Ancient Briton in W. B. Scott's 
painting of the building of the Castle of Newcastle, on the staircase of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, is a portrait of the late Alderman Oail. 

Mr. W. W. TomlinSon then read the second and concluding part of his 
paper on * The Advertisement Columns of Old Newspapers.' In concluding his 
paper Mr. Tomlinson said he had two suggestions to make, firstly, that an index 
be made of all the references to places and persons of note in the two northern 
counties, found in the files of newspapers on our shelves, and secondly, that 
when members came across anything relating to north-country antiquities in 
the files of old newspapers, or in rare books or among ancient documents they 
should send it to one of the secretaries who might devote a page per mouth 
of the Proceedings to such odds and ends of antiquarian lore. 

Mr. Maberly Phillips proposed a cordial vote of tiianks to Mr. Tomliuson 
for his interesting aud instructive paper. 

Mr. William Pickering in seconding the vote of thanks said he was pretty 
familiar with the advertisements in old local newspapers ; and as the subject of 
the paper was a very wide onf! there was ample material untouched for another 
instalment. As it was Mr. Tomliuson had been obliged to omit reference to 
many advertisements of such a character as those relating to local hirings. 
The advertisements of hirings to-day consisted only of two or three lines ; a 
hundred years ago they contained progranunes of sports provided for the 
entertainment of those frequenting the hirings, and as some of these sports 
were 6f a rude and rough character, racing in sacks, grinning through a horse 
collar, eating hot porridge in the shortest time, etc. the improvement in local 
manners and customs was shown in the gradual disappearance of these sports. 
The advertisements were thus an interesting record of progress. At the same 
time they were apt to mislead. For instance an advertisement noticed in the 
first instalment of Mr. Tomlinson's paper mentioned the taking down of the 
tower 6f the church at Barnard Castle. Some years ago when rambling in 
that neighbourhood the speaker was told that a portion only of the tower, part 
of a spire Or something of that sort, was taken down. 

Mr. Joseph I. Nicholson, in supporting the vote of thanks to Mr. Tomlinson, 
said that he had found round a parcel of deeds the Newcastle Courant of Sept. 
16th, 1836 — only 67 years ago. Among other matters of interest in it was a 
report of the antiquarian society's meeting of September 7th, 1836, intimating 
that important county history documents had been received fi-om London, which 
it is hoped the present county history committee has secured. There is also a 
report of a special town council meeting to settle whether the Grey column 
should be erected at the head of Upper Dean street^ or on the Cow hill on the 
town moor ; also that the name Upper Dean street should be changed to Grey 
street. Propositions were made to call it Earl Grey street and Hawick street, 
Mr.Nicholson said that Dr. Embleton did not remember an Upper Dean street, 
which shows how soon current history becomes merely antiquity, to be dealt 
with by antiquaries. 

Mr. W. L. Charlton then read further notes on the Hesleyside deeds. Mr. 
Heslop moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Charlton, this, after being seconded by 
Mr. Holmes, was carried by acclamation. 
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MISCELLANEA. 

The followiDg is from the original, presented by the Rev. T. Oalvert (p. 13) 
in the society's possession : — 

^atne of ©oh 3^mm I William Camaby of Halton in the 
Comity of Northumberland Esq' this second day of August in the second 
year of the Baign of our soverei^ Lord James the second by the grace of 
God of England Scotland ffrance and Ireland King Defender of y© ffaith 
&c Annoqz Domi 1686 although sick and weak in body yet of good p*fect 
and sound memory praise be to God Almighty therefore doe make and 
Ordain this my last will and Testament in manner and form following 
(yt is to say) ffirst I commend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God 
hopeing assuredly through the Merits of Jesus Christ my saviour to be 
made partaker of Life everlasting, and my body I commend to ye yearth 
to be decently buried at y© discretion of my Executors hereafter Named, 
And I will and ordain yt such as shall be my owne just and true Debts of 
what Nature and kind soever they be shall be well and truly discharged in 
such manner & form as hereafter is mentioned and expressed (yt is to say) 
yt my said Executors shall pay out of my p*sonall estate as much of my sd 
Debts as my said p'sonall estate will pay. 

Item I doe give devise and bequeath unto my sd Executors hereafter 
Named their heires & assignes for ever all my Lands Tenements and 
Hereditaments whatsoever with ye appurtenances in ye County of North- 
umberland and ye Reversion and Reversions Remainder & Remainders 
thereof (my Capitall Messuage & Tenement called Halton with ye appur- 
tenances onely excepted) to such uses intents and purposes as herein is 
expressed (vt is to say) yt they shall forthwith sell ye same for ye best 
p'titt benefitt and advantage yt may be gotten for ye same, and yt the 
money thereby raised shall be forthwith pay'd imploy'd and disposed by my 
sd Executors or the survivor of them for the payment of yo Incumbrances 
upon my Lands and all my owne just Debts, and my will and pleasure is 
yt if my other lands Tenements and Hereditaments (except what is before 
excepted) doe amount to a greater summ then with my sd p'sonall estate 
will pay of my Debts then my will and pleasure is yt my sd Executors 
stand seised of soe much of my estate as shall remain (except what is before 
excepted) To ye use and behoofe of my Brother John Camaby and ye heires 
Male of his body lawfully to be begotten and for default of such heires 
Male To the use and behoofe of my well beloued vncle Ralph Camaby of 
Chollerton in ye said County gentleman and ye heires male of his body 
lawfully to be begotten and for want of such issue to Richard Camaby of 
Nnbbocke in ye sd County gentleman and ye heires male of his body 
lawfully begotten or to be begotten and for want of such issue to my right 
heires for ever. Nevertheless charged and chargeable with ye Annuites and 
Reutcharges hereafter given to my loving Wife M>iry Camaby my louing 
sister Jane Camaby spinster and Ralph Car [' naby ' struck out] My servant 
who is now with me. Item I doe give devise and bequeath unto my sd 
loving Wife Mary Camaby for her life in lieu and recompence of and for her 
Joynture and all Dower and Thirds which she can oi may hereafter claim 
to have out of all or any of my lands or Tenements One Annuity or yearly 
. Bentcharge of one Hundred pound p. Ann', and I alsoe give devise and 
bequeath unto my sd sister Jane Carnahy One Annuity or yearly Rentcharge 
of Thirty pound p. Annum during ye life of my Lady Ellinor Carnaby of 
Yorke Widdow, and after her ye naid Lady Camabyes decease I give devise 
and bequeath unto my sd loveing sister Jane One Annuity or yearly Rent- 
charge of fifty pound p' Annum dureing her owne life ; And I doe give 
devise and bequeath unto my trusty servant Ralph Carr who now lives with 
me One Annuity or yearly Reutcharge of five pounds p Annum dureing his 
life time, all which sd severall Annuities and Rentcharges are yearly and 
every year aflier my death To be pay'd issueing and going out of all my 
Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in Northumberland (except what 
Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in pursuance of this my last will and 
Testament shall be sold for the payment of my Debts), And my will and 
pleasure is That ye sd severall Annuities be pay'd halfe yearly after my 
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death at two days of payment, the first paymeiit to begin the first half 
year After my death and soe successively every half year dUer, And if the 
sd severall Annuities or yearly Bents or any of them or any part thereof 
shall be behind and unpayd tenn dayes after any of y« sd times on which 
as aforesaid they ought to be pay'd That then it shall be lawfnll for ye sd 
Mary Oamaby Jane Oamaby and Balph Carr or any of them their or any of 
their Assignes into all my Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in 
Northumberland (except what is before excepted) to enter and distrain as 
well for ye sd Bents or any of them or any part thereof being in arreare as 
alsoe for two pence to be forfeited in y« Name of a pain to each of ye sd 
p'tyes for every day wherein the sd Bents or any of them shall be behind 
after the said Tenn dayes next afl^r either of ye sd times of payments and and 
[sic] ye distresse and distresses then and there found to lead drive cany away 
impoimd and detain till such time as ye sd yearly Bents or any of them & 
sums of money to be forfeited in ye Name of a pain (if any be) shall be 
fully satisfied and payd. Item I doe give devise and bequeath my Oapitall 
Messuage and Tenement called Halton w^h ye appurtenances in ye sd 
County and ye Beversion and Beversions Bemainder and Bemainders thereof 
unto William Errington of Wallick grainge gentleman his heires and 
assignes for ever in trust and confidence and for such uses intents and 
purposes as hereaflier is mentioned and for uoe other use or purpose 
whatsoever (y^ is to say) if my p'sonall estate and my other Lands 
in Northumberland being sold will not amount to so much moneyes as will 
pay of my just debts and incumbrances upon my estate My will and 
pleasure is That ye 8*d William Errington with ye assistance and advise of 
my executors hereafter Named either charge ye same for the Bemainder of 
the Debts and incumbrances unpay'd, or sell so much as will pay ye same. 
And my will and pleasure further is That if there shall remain no Debts or 
incumbrances when my other Lands are sold & my p'sonall estate disposed 
on That ye sd William Errington and his heires stand seised of the whole 
Capitall Messuage and Tenement aforesaid with ye appurtenances and 
ye Beversion & Beversions Bemainder & Bemainders thereof to such uses 
intents and purposes as is herein after mentioned (yt is to say) to ye use 
and behoofe of my brother John Oamaby and ye heires Male of his body 
lawfully to be begotten and failing him without such heires Male of his 
body then to my sd vncle Balph Gamaby, and ye heires Male of his body 
lawfully to be begotten and failoing him without such heires Male of his 
body then to Bichard Oamaby of Nubbock in ye sd Oounty gentleman and 
ye heires Male of his body lawfully begotten or to be begotten and for want 
' of such issue to my right heires for ever Nevertheless subject to ye Annuities 
and Bentcharges herein charged and Mentioned. Item provided always and 
Nevertheless My will & pleasure is That if my Oapitall Messuage & 
Tenement Halton with ye appurtenances or ye greatest share thereof shall 
come into ye possession of ye sd Bichard Oamaby or his Heires Male That 
then he or they shall pay out of it to my sister Jane her Executors 
Administrators or Assignes ye summ of one Thousand pounds within 
Eighteen Monthes next after his or their Entry to ye same, And yt. her 
sd Annuity or yearly Bentcharge immediately afber such payment shall 
cease & be void any thing herein contained to ye Contrary Notwithstanding. 
Item All my p'sonall Estate goods and Ohattells whatsoever I give devise 
& bequeath unto my sd loving wife Mary Oamaby & my sd vncle Balph 
whom I make Executors of this my last will and Testament. Item I give 
devise and bequeath unto my Brother Balph forster my sword my best 
Marebelt sadle & best pistolls. And to prevent mistakes which may happen 
or arise I doe hereby give unto my said loveing wife whatsoever summ or 
sums of money was due to me from her ffatber Armorer and I doe hereby 
give devise and bequeath unto her and to her heires for ever all my estate 
Title & interest whatsoever which I have to any of her ffathers Lands & 
Tenements, and I doe alsoe give unto her all my plate & all ye goods 
Ohattells & Houshold stuffe whatsoever which she brought along with her. 
[The above is written on two sheets of paper, the remainder is missiog] . 
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The usual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Oastle, on Wednesday, the 20th day of December (instead of the 27th), at 
seven o'clock in the evening, Mr. B. Oliver Heslop, a member of the council, 
being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered 
to be paid. 

The following obdinart member was proposed and declared duly elected : — 
Charles Mitchell, LL.D., Jesmond Towers, Newcastle. 

The following presents of new books, etc., were placed on the table, for which 
the thanks of the members were voted to the donors. 

From the * Commission Imp^riale Arch^ologique,* of St. Petersburg : — 

i. < Comptes Bendues ' for the years 1882-1888, 1889 and 1890: 4to., plates. 

ii. < Mat^rianx poor servir k TArch^ologie de la Bossie,' parts 4-12 ; 4to., nomerotu 
plates. 

From Prof. Zangemeister, hon. mem., Heidelberg: — •limesblatt,* No. 6 (to 
December, 1898) ; 8to. 

The following donations to the museum were announced and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 

From John Robinson : — An old reaping implement ** found in the old • Fox 
and Lamb ' when pulling down the stable. It is toothed edged. An 
old Irish labourer said it was a * hook,* the same as he used when a 
boy." 

From George Irving : — An old wooden crane from the City Road, Newcastle. 
Exhibited : — 

By N. G. Clayton, of Chesters : — A number of objects of the Roman 
period found within the past two months while clearing out the 
rooms between the N.E. comer of the Roman station of Gilumum and 
the east gateway. In one of the rooms is a fire-place blackened with 
soot, the first discovered. Amongst the articles are the following : — 
Bronze. A fine pin, about 12 ins. long : another, 4| ins. long, with 
finely moulded head ; the handle of a claspknife representing a hound 




chasing a hare or rabbit ; a rosette and other horse trappings ; three 
fibulae 1 one circular, another oval, and the third bow-shaped, all 
wanting pins ; a small bellows-shaped, enamelled ornament, etc. etc. 
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Bone. A ring 1| ins. in diameter ; a needle ; a small tablet of 
slate 2J ins. by li ins., edges back bevelled. 

Potters' names. On an amphora handle : bmmb ; on bottoms of 
Samian ware vessels : maiobis, maboim & /bisf. The inscription 




viATORis is in addition scratched on the last named. 
A small vessel about S ins. high of Samian ware ( ? ) with pattern 

incised, etc., etc. 

Mr. Blair (secretary) placed on the table the following notes, by Mr. Ernest 
Blair, of coins, chiefly Scottibh, fonnd on the beach at South Shields between 
the ' fish ' and south piers, which were taken as read : — 

SCOTTISH COINS. 

Alexander III. Succeeded his father in 1249. Married Margaret, daughter 
of Henry III. of England. Died in the 37th year of his reign. 

Penny. Obv. : Alexander dei gra. Head in profile to right ; a sceptre 
before him with fleur de lis head. Rev. : rex scotorvm ; cross, a spur 
rowel in each angle. 

Before this reign pennies are only met with, but the half-penny is now seen 
for the first time, the coinage of which was introduced into England about the 
middle of this king's reign. 

Robert Bruce. In 1306 after an interregnum of more than nine years from 
John Baliol's resignation, Robert Bruce, descended from the second daughter of 
David, earl of Huntingdon, and reigned for twenty-four years. 

Penny. Obv. : robertvs dei ora ; head the same as Alexander. Rev. : 

REX SCOTORVM RS last. 

We have for the first time the farthing struck during this reign, the penny 
and half-penny as before. 

David II succeeded his father in 1329. He died in the 41st year of his 
reign without issue. 

The types of the penny, half-penny and farthing are the same as before, 
those of the groat and half-groat, which are now struck for the first time, 
have the head enclosed within a treasure of six or more points. The reverse 
has now two circles of legends, imitating contemporary English coins in 
both these particulars. They were commonly called spurred groats, from the 
spur rowel in each of the quarters. 
1 Groat. Obv.: i^i david I dei x gra x rex I scotorvm; a fleur de following. 
Head crowned to left, before it a sceptre with fleur de lis head, all surrounded 
by a tressure of six segments. The sceptre joins a point of the tressnre. 
Rev. : iji Dns ^ [star and crescent] ptector [ms x z x ] libator ms ; 
inner circle is villa EDmBVROH, cross extending to the edge, a spur rowel of 
five points in each angle. ( On this and following coins J represents some- 
times two stars, in other cases two crosses, x represents a single star ). 
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3 Another variety of the ahove has on the ohverse the tressare more defined, 
the sceptre longer and touching the tressure ; it has also two stars between 
the words where the former has only one ; there is no fleur de li8 alter the 
SGOTOBVM. The reverse appears to be the same as the last/ 

3 In this specimen the head is farther back so that the back Jleur de lU of the 
crown juts through tressnre to the outer rim. The sceptre is larger with 
star at bottom end. Inscription the same as last bat instead of a Jleur de lis 
at the end are two stars of five points. 

4 The same as 1. Sceptre larger with star at lower end; crown mnch larger, with 
no fleur de lU after scotobvm. In this case on tiie reverse insteiul of the 
star and crescent, there are two stars of five points. 

5 Head larger, bat does not touch the tressare as in 2 ; in type same. 

6 and 7 The same as last. 

8 (penny). Obv. : ^ david dei obacu. Head the same as the pennies, en- 
closed in beaded circle. Bev. : bex boottobvm ; cross, a spur rowel of six 
points in each angle. 

BoBEBT II. David Bruce was succeeded by Bobert, the eighth hereditary 
lord high steward of Scotland. During this reign was fought the famous 
battle of Otterbum. The type of this king's coins are the same as last ; his 
penny and half-penny cannot be easily distinguished from those of Bobert 
Bruce. 

1 Obverse : |{| bobebtvs % dei X gba \ bex soottobvm. The head of the 
king, with the sceptre before his face in a tressure of six points, is little different 
from his predecessor. The sceptre ends in a star ; it does not reach the tressure 
either above or below. Be verse : |{( dub [star and crescent] , etc. villa 
EDinBVBOH. Gross and five pointed spur rowels. 

2 The same as 1. Type larger. 

3 The same, but after dei and oba are single stars. 

4 Obv. : ^ bobebtvs % dei { oba { bex \ bcottobv. Head larger than 1. 
The sceptre comes down to point of tressare, and the star on ttie end of 
the soep1a*e is on a level with it. Beverse, the same. 

5 The same as 1 but rougher. 

6 The same as 1, but the star on bottom of sceptre lower down. 

7 Obv.: ^ bobebtvs dei x oba x bex x bcottobvm. Head and sceptre same 
as 1. Beverse, same as 1. 

8 Same as 7, with single star between each word. 

9 Same as 1. 

10-13 Obverse, 'the same as 9. Beverse : ^ dns, etc. villa db pebth ^ 
The same as the Edinburgh coins. 

14 Bougher type, no star after bobebtvs. 

15 Head, the same, much finer; after each word are two stars, also after 
bcottobvm. B*»ver8e, the same as 10-13. 

16 This is the usual type, but half of the obverse has been struck with the 
reverse. |{| bobebtvs dei gba xx dns p1 Ttvm. The reverse outer 
rim for the corresponding part is very indistinct, but it is the usual inscrip- 
tion : VILLA EDINBVBOH. 

17 The same type as 1, but the word bcottobvm is bcottsbvm. 

18 (half groat). Obv. : bobebtvs -|- dei oba + bex -|- soottob. Head, 
with the sceptre, same as groat No. 1. Bev.: dns pbotectob mbvs | villa 
db pebth Gross and spur rowels. 

19 The same as last, but the coin has been struck twice on the obverse. 
Beverse, the same as 18 but two crosses after mevb. 

James I. Succeeded his father Bobert III in 1406. He was murdered 
at Perth. During the reign of his father, Bobert III, the type 
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anderwent a considerable change, from the profile to the front face, 
snrroanded by a treasure ; no sceptre. In the reverse the stars and 
spar rowels in the angles of the cross are changed for three pellets, as in the 
English mintage, to which they bear a great affinity. Gboat. Obverse : ^ 
JACOBV8 iE> i>Ei o OBACiA o BEX ^ SCOT if,. FoU facc crowncd, sceptre 
in right hand, annulet to right of shoulder, a cross saltire to left, on the 
breast fleur de lis at each side of which is a cross saltire, within each point 
of the tressure is an annulet. Reverse : |{| dns ptecotb (sic) mb x z x 
LiBATOB [two annulets in pale] villa dn, edimbvbgh ; cross, a fleur de 
lis and three pellets in the opposite quarters, and a small point in the midst 
of the three pellets ; with one of the fleur de lisiBtai annulet. 

ENGLISH COINS. 

Henby II. Obv. : henbicvb bex, front face within dotted circle, a sceptre 
in right hand. Rev. : bauf * on * lvnde. The ordinary short cross type. 

Edward I. Obv. : edw. b. angl. dns. hyb. Front face crowned. Bev. : 
VILLA bbistollie. Oross pat^e extending to edge of coin having three pellets 
in each angle. 

Obv. : the same. Rev. : Same as last but civitas ebobaci. 

Obv. : the same. Rev. : The same but civitas london. 

Edwabd II. Obv. : edwa. b. angl. dns hyb. Same bust as his father. 
Rev. : CIVITAS dunelh. Cross pat6e, one arm of cioss bent to left like a 
crozier (bishop Kellow 1311-1316). 

Obv. : the same. Rev. : civitab cantob. 

Obv. : the same. Rev. : civitas london. 

Edwabd III. Groat. Obv. : edwabd, d.g. bex. angl z fbano. . d. htb. 
Bust of king crowned, with double tressure of nine arches. Rev. : pobvi 
DEVM adivtobem mev outer legend ; civitas london inner. Cross pat6e 
extending to edge of coin, three pellets in each angle. An annulet between 
words on both sides. 

Half-groat. Obv. : edwabdvs rex angl dns hyb. The same annulets 
between words. Rev. : posvi deum adivtobe (?) mev | civitas London. 
Small crosses between words. 

Edwabd IV. Light half groat, much clipped, g on breast. 

bbuce memobial. 

Dr. Hodgkin ( secretary ) announced that the sum of £383 had been 
promised towards the Bruce memorial in St. Nicholases church, and hoped that 
the balance of £117 asked lor would soon be raised*. 

' FOX AND lamb NEWCASTLE. 

Mr. Knowles then read notes of the old ' Fox and Lamb ' public house in 
Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, recently pulled down. He placed on the table 
several drawings of the interior and exterior of the building. 

The thanks of the members were voted to Mr. Knowles by acclamation. 

THE * OLD bank NEWCASTLE. 

Mr. M. Phillips read his valuable paper on " * The Old Bank,* Newcastle, the 
first provincial bank in the kingdom.' By the kindness of Mr. Boyd of Benton, 
Mr. Phillips exhibited Mr. Boyd's copy of Brand in which were interleaved some 
interesting examples of the early notes issued by the bank, amongst others a 
note for twenty shillings, dated March 17th, 1758, presumed to be the earliest 
one pound note issued by any EngUsh country banker ; the original sheets that 
were signed when the merchants and others agreed to take the notes of the 
Newcastle bankers on June 30th, 1803 ; a historical account of the bank, 
vrritten by Mr. William Boyd about 1836 ; an interesting account of Lough, the 
forger, etc., etc. 

Mr. Phillips said, " Much of my information is derived from * the Carr papers,* 
now in the possession of captain Carr-Ellison and Mr. Cnthbert Carr of Hedgley 
* Balance of £G8 10b. Od. only now wanted. 
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(descendants of the fonnder of the hank), who baye allowed me free permission to 
extract from their interesting papers in the interleaved copy of Brand's Newecutle, 
in the possession of Mr. William Boyd of Benton (grandson of one of the part- 
ners in the ' Old Bank'), by whose kind permission I prodnce the book this 
evening ; and from the valnable collection of the late Mr. Robert Spence of 
North Shields, placed at my disposal by his son, Mr. G. J. Spence. To all 
these gentlemen my thanks are due for their valaable aid." 

PARISH BEGISTEBS. 

Mr. Dendy said that, as time permitted, he would like to say a few words on 
the sabject of the publication of the ancient parish registers, existing in the 
connty of Northumberland. It was well known that these records, so invaluable 
to the historian, the antiquary and the genealogist, and so interesting to 
families whose progenitors were mentioned in them, were gradually being lost, 
by destruction from fire, decay, and other accidental causes. In almost every 
county but Northumberland, many of these ancient registers have been printed, 
or were being printed. In many parishes in other counties the rector, or vicar 
of the parish, was adding to the value and interest of his parish magazine by 
printing separately, as a supplement to each issue, an instalment of a transcript 
of the old registers of his parish. Mr. Dendy suggested that, if this course 
sufficiently commended itself to the incumbents of parishes in Northumberland 
to be adopted by them, they would find the printed record useful to themselves 
in answering the inquiries which were made of them as custodians of the 
original records ; interesting to their parishioners of old standing, and most 
helpful to the labours now being carried on by the committee of the 
Northumberland County History. He thought that the expence and trouble 
would not be great. Well-tn-do residents in the parishes themselves would be 
likely to contribute to such an undertaking, and this Society and individual 
members of it, would be likely to subscribe for copies. The double would be 
minimized and the value of the publication enhanced, if the transcript were 
made an exact copy of all the entries, in the order in which they occurred. The 
value would also be increased if those who undertook the work in different 
parishes adopted a uniform size of paper, so that the transcripts of several 
parishes could be bound up together. If the transcripts were printed in an 
octavo size they could be bouud up uniform with the Proceedings of this 
Society. The proposal would only affect the old registerd down to the 1st 
January, 1813, which was the date of the commencement of the new uniform 
system of keeping the registers, established under the provisions of Rose's Act, 
passed in 1812. The greater part of the fees of incumbents, for searches and 
extracts, was derived from the mo lem registers, subsequent to that date ; so 
that the pecuniary interests of incumbents would not be materially trespassed 
upon. In fact, the publication of the older registers might lead to inquiries for 
certified extracts from them, for which fees would be payable. 

The chairman ( Mr. Heslop ), the secretaries ( Dr. Hodgkin and Mr. Blair ), 
and other members, said that they considered that the suggestion was a valuable 
one and hoped that it would be acted upon. 

THE STATUTES. 

Mr. 0. 0. Hodges gave notice of his intention to move the following additions 
to the statutes, at the annual meeting on the 3l8t day of January, 1894 : — 

To Statute IV. *• That the librarian be ex-officio a member of the council." 

To Statute X. " And that no paper be printed at the society's expence before 
it be read in whole or in part at a meeting ; and that no paper which has 
been printed elsewhere be read at any meeting unless it be first submitted 
to the council at a meeting of the council ; and that no paper which has 
been printed elsewhere be printed in the society's transactions except at 
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the reqnest of the oonndl ; and the connoil shall issae to the members two 
illustrated parte of Archaeologia Aeliana in each year, viz. : in the months 
of January and June in each year, such parts to be in addition to the 
monthly issue of the Proceedings, and the annual report, list of members, 
balance sheet and statutes. 



The following notes relating to Northumberland are from Notes and Queries 
(8th Ser.) :— 

*♦ Wills from the Close Rolls — ^V. Talboys, Sir George, son and heir of Sir 
Robert. At mine own house, South Eyme, 18th January, 1512. To be 

buried at Eyme Priory For reparation of . . . Halystane 

Church in Redesdale, four marks. (8 Hen. Vni)." Vol. IV, p. 482. 



♦* VicAB OF Newcastle. — In Footers play *The Devil upon Two Sticks* (1768, 
Act I.), Margaret, an early advocate of women's rights, scores off Sir Thomas 
Maxwell in a burst of scomfril eloquence : ' Had you analiz'd the Pragmatic 
Sanction, and the f&mily compact ; had you toil'd thro' the laborious pages 
of the Vinerian professor, or estimated the prevailing manners with the 
Vicar of Newcastle ; in a word, had you read Amicus upon Taxation, and 
Inimicus upon Representation, you would have known that, in spite of the 
frippery French Salick laws, woman is a free agent, a noun substantive 
entity,* &c. Who is the Vicar of Newcastle here alluded to ? '* Vol. V., p. 8. 

Mr. Welford sent the following reply to the query (vol. V, p. 64) ; — 

** Vicar of Newcastle (Sth S. v. 8). — The reference in Foote's play is to *An 
Estimate of the Manners of the times,* published in 1767, by the Rev. John 
Brown, D.D., who three years later, was promoted from the rectory of Great 
Horkesley, near Colchester, to the vicarage of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The 
book was a strong philippic upon national vices, and created a great 
clamour. Cowper, in the ' Table Talk,' says that it * rose like a paper kite 
and charmed the town.' Seven editions in little more than a year marked 
the height of its succen. A second volume followed, but failed to attract 
the same amount of attention, and an * Explanatory Defence of the Esti- 
mate, (&c.,' which the author put forth later, exhausted public interest in 
the subject. Dr. Brown's literary career and its tragic ending are described 
in all good collections of biography, and copies of ' The Estimate ' are 
easily procurable." 
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The following paper on 

THE ADVERTISEMENT COLUMNS OF OLD NEWCASTLE 
NEWSPAPERS,* 

by William Weaver Tomlinson, was read on the 29th of Noyember and the 
20th of December, 1893 : 

" In going over the files of a namber of oar local newspapers — The Newcastle 
Courant, Journal^ Chronicle^ AdvertUeVy and others, a few months ago, I was 
stmck with the fact that, embedded in the advertisement colomns of these 
newspapers, were a great many facts of considerable antiquarian valae. Now, 
although we are fortunate in having a fairly good representative collection of 
these newspapers in our library, I do not think that the vein I have indicated 
has been worked as diligently as it might have been by the members of this 
society. The task of digging amid so much unattractive material is not one to 
inspire enthusiasm. I hope, however, to be able to shew that those who under- 
take this labour may reasonably expect to come across some very substantial 
' pockets Many of the advertisements, of course, differ but slightly from those 
of the present day. 



The discoverer of panaceas for all the ills that flesh is heir to was as anxious 
then to make his nostrums known to a suffering world as he is now. 

The names of the magical remedies are merely changed, that is all. Instead 
of 'Mother Siegel's Syrup' you had * Daffy's Elixir' ; instead of the 'world-famed 
Blood Mixture' you had ' British Oil ', *an effectual remedy', says the advertise- 
ment, * (under God) for many diseases incident to human bodies '-f ; instead of 
the ' pills worth a guinea a box ' you had boluses bearing the name of Anderson ; 
and instead of ' Fragrant Floriline ' or * Sulphoiine Lotion ' ladies, in 1784, 
troubled with freckles or pimples, could use ' Olympian Dew' or * Grecian Bloom 
Water '§. 

Then as now there were disinterested miracle workers, in arms against the 
traditions of medical science, who printed unsolicited testimonials to their skill 
in curing long-rooted complaints. We meet with one of these persons in the 
earliest days of the Newcastle press. The following appears in the Neweaitle 
Courant of August 12-16th, 1713 :— 

Whereas I, Diana Otway\\j living at Monk's Eaton^ near North- Shields ^ 
in the county of Northurriberlandf have had a large Lump or Excrescence, 
and running Cancer, of three Pound Weight, upon my Groin, for 12 or 13 



* The newspapers from which I have quoted are the Newcactle Cowrantf Journal, 
Chronicle and Advertiser, and the TyneHde Mercury. The first number of the Courant was 
published on August 1st, 1711, by John White ; of the Journal on April 7th, 1789, by Isaac 
Thompson and William Cuthbert ; of the Chronicle on March 24th, 1764, by Thomas Slack ; 
of tiie Advertiser on October 18th, 1788, by Matthew Brown ; and of the Tyne Mercury on 
June Ist, 1802, by John Mitchell. Of these newspapers the Newcastle Courant and Chronicle 
are still in existence. The present Newcastle Journal, it should be stated, dates from May 
12th, 18S2, and is quite distinct from the older newspaper of the same name. The Newcastle 
Advertiser was in 1814 transferred to Durham, and published on September 10th of that year 
nnder the the title of The Durham County Advertiser, by Francis Humble and Co. 

\ Newcastle Courant, January 28th to February 4th, 1744. 

§ Newcastle Chronicle, December 24th, 1784. 

II The Otways were an old Monkseaton family who had been connected with the place 
since the earlier part of the seventeenth century. In this year [1718] William Otway held a 
quurter of a customary tenement at Monkseaton. 
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years last past ; and haTing been giTen oyer by seyeral Doctors and Chimr- 
geons as incorable if cut for the same, I applyed myself to Peter Besson, 
French Operator, at the Sign of the Sun, in the Big-Market in Newcastle 
npon Tine^ who cut and cared mee, without keeping my Room, in Eight 
Week's time. Alihoogh I have pay'd him to his content, yet I desire this 
extraordinary Cure may be Pnblish'd, that others labouring nnder this or the 
like Distempers, may receive Benefit by the same Hand and Means as I. 

June 10th 1713. Diana Otway. 

NB. Also the same Operator hath lately cured Mary Wood of the Low 
Street, in Sunderland, who hath been troubled with Convulsion Fits for the 
space of Five Years, having been usually afflicted with them 12 or 13 times a 
Day so that she could not be trusted alone ; she was cured in half an Hour's 
time with one Dose of his Boyal Powder, to her great Satisfaction. 



tbadbsmbn's advbbtisbkents. 

The tradesmen of last century were not backward in taking advantage of the 
facilities offered by the newspaper for impressing themselves on the public 
attention, but one fails to find that splendid audacity of statement, that 
inexhaustible novelty of presentment, that sublime confidence in the superlative 
excellence of their goods which so many tradesmen exhibit at the present day. 
A simple enumeration of the articles on sale and a modest hope at the end, that 
is all. Let me give you a sample, amusing in one respect for the strange 
assortment of goods advertised. It is from the Newcastle Journal of February 
18th, 1744. 

Thomas Brown 

Tobacconist dt Hatter [ a big et cetera ought to be added ] in Newcastle at 

his Shop the Head of the Side near the Castle Yard 
Sells Hats of all Sorts, Gold and Silver Lace, Roll Tobacco, Cut Tobacco, 
all Sorts of Twist, Writing Paper, Brown Paper, Two and Three-fold Twine, 
Ball Twine, Green Oil-Cloth, Playing Cards, Pot Barley, Starch, Fig and 
Powder Blue, Castile Soap, Firkin Soap, Hops, Vinegar, the best Scots Snuff 
from Dundee in Bottles, the best Flour of Mustard, Brandies, Cherry Brandy, 
Cinnamon Water, Spirits of Wine, of Geneva, Anniseed, Orange, Clove and 
of Wormwood. He hopes his friends will continue their Favours as 
formerly. 

The goods probably spoke for themselves. Whether there was less deception 
practised, less adulteration formerly than now, is a matter on which I can 
scarcely express an opinion. One class of tradesman was strictly looked after, 
and not allowed to go very far astray — the bakers. In the old newspapers we 
often meet with an announcement of the Assize of Bread set forth by order of 
the mayor and aldermen of the town of Newcastle to be observed and kept by 
all bakers, and others, in the town and its liberties. This was altered from 
time to time as the price of com rose or fell. All bread that was not a certain 
weight was ordered to be seized. 

In October, 1712, white wheaten Bread was to weigh when baked as 
follows : — 

Fine Wheaten. Coarse Wheaten. 



Weight 



Three-Penny 
Six- Penny 
Nine-Penny 
Twelve-Penny 



p. 


0. 


p. 


0. 


2 


2 


3 


13 


4 


4 


7 


10 


6 


6 


11 


7 


8 


8 


16 


4 



[Newcastle Courant, October 11-13, 1712] . 
In June, 1754, a Twelve-Penny loaf of fine wheat had to weigh 10 lbs., of the 
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second sort of wheat 11 lbs., of rye bread 19 lbs., and of teamsed or boolted 
bread 12 lbs. A six-penny loaf 6 lbs., 5 lbs. 8 oz., 9 lbs. 8 oz., and 8 lbs. 
respectively, and so on. Every half penny cake or roll was required to weigh 
6 onnces and 4 drams, and every farthing biscuit 3 ounces and 2 drams*. 

SPOBTS AND AMUSEMENTS. 

After the * panem ' come the ' circenses ' or the eighteenth century equivalents. 
The same feeling which led the highly-civilized Boman to delight in a gladiator- 
ial combat, led our north-count^ gentlemen of the Georgian era to delight in 
' a main of cocks *. There is no feature in our old newspapers that arrests our 
eye more than the announcement-s of cock-fights. A small wood-cut of two 
fighting-cocks usually accompanied the advertisement. Many of these wood- 
cuts which appear in the newspapers between 1779 and 1824 were by Thomas 
Bewick, who, we are told, * himself dearly loved a main of cocks 

A long list of these is given by Hugo in his Bewick CoVUctOTt PP* 414-5, and 
a fine cut is reproduced at page 470. 

Let me read some of these cock-fighting advertisements. The first is from 
the Newcastle Caurant, December 22-24, 1712 : — 
At the Sign of the Orown, without Westgate, there is to be Fought on 
Friday the 26th inst, a Plate of Twenty Four Shillings Valine, 
to be Fought for by any Cock, not exceeding four Pound three Ounce, 
and also 5 Battles in the Foruoou, and 5 in the Afternoon, beginning at 9 
a Clock in the Forenoon. And also, at Mr. Robert Hill's Cock Pit, in the 
Flesh-Market, there is a Main to be Fought, betwixt the Gentlemen of 
the Bishoprick, and the Morpeth Gentlemen, in the County of 
Northumberland, on Monday and Tuesday, being the 29th and 30th In 
stant, each Party shewing 21 Cocks, for a Considerable Wager. 
The next is from the Newcastle Journal of June 7-14, 1760 : — 
To be Fought for 
at Mr. John Spark's Covered Pit at the Black 
Bull and Crown in the Flesh Market, on Tues- 
day in the Bace week being the 24th of June, 
inst 

Fifty Pounds, by Stags [one year old cocks] 
not exceeding 4 lbs 2 oz the highest 
On Wednesday Fifty Pounds by 
Cocks not exceeding 4 lbs 4 oz the highest 
On Thursday Twenty Pounds by 
Cocks or Stags 4 lbs 4 oz the highest ; each Stag to be allowed an ounce. 
The above to be weighed the Saturday before fighting between the hours of 
Ten and Two and fight with fair round Silver Spurs. 

In the same paper it is announced that, at the Durham Races, on Monday 
the 2lBt of July, 1760, a main of cocks would be • fought between his Grace 
the Duke of Cleveland, and the Right Hon. the Earl of Northumberland, 
shewing 41 on each Side for 20 Guineas each Battle, and 600 Guineas the odd 
Battle \ The main was won by the earl of Northumberland. In connection 
also with the Hexham races of 1790, it is announced in the Newcastle Adver- 
tiser of April 24th, 1790, that * The Third great Cock Main between his Grace 
the Duke of Northumberland, Charles Grey Esq, and William Fenwick Esq 
would be fought at the Phoenix Pit during the Race, for 10 Guineas a battle, 
and 200 the main or odd Battle *. The feeders' names are given, Small for the 
Duke and Mr. Grey, and Richardson for Mr. Fenwick. 



* NewccutU Courant, June 8th, 1764. 
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* A Welch Main* for £50 by Stags and Blenkards * [i.e., cooks blind in one 
eye] was advertised in the Newcastle Journal of March 2nd, 1754. 

The 'yonng bloods* and patrons of sport in the north who attended these cock- 
fights conld not fail to be attracted by an annooncement like the following, 
which appeared in the Newcastle Courant of August 31st — Sept. 2nd, 1713. 
At the sign of T)ie Nag^s Head, in Gateshead, in the Bishoprick oi Durham, 
a Trial of Skill is to be performed by two profound Masters of the Noble 
Science of Defence, on Thursday ^ the Tenth Day of September, 1713, at 
One of the Clock in the Afternoon precisely, at the Weapons following, viz.. 
Backsword, Sword dk Dagger, Sword dk Buckler, Single Falchion, Case of 
Falchions, and Quarterstaff, by Thomas Soon, of London, commonly called 
The hold Welchman, & William Emerson, The Norfolk Ohampion, who 
lately fought the bold Indian, in Bridge-Town, in Barbadoes, 

Note, There will be conveniency made for Gentlemen & Ladies. 

fSj The Masters have agreed to Fight for 10 Guineas a Side, and 

Articled thereupon the first of this Instant September. 

Then we have the theatrical announcements. The Newcastle theatre, from 
1748 to 1788, was in the Bigg Market, a part of the original Turk's Head Inn 
there being fitted up for the performance of plays. Here in the musty files we 
discover who were the actors, and what were the pieces which delighted the old 
NoTocastrians in this theatre, and later in the more famous Theatre Royal in 
Mosley Street. The subject is an interesting one, but I do not propose to 
dwell on it. Only one of the theatrical advertisements I will read to yon, as it 
relates to a play fouuded on the romantic incident which we are no longer able, 
after Mr. Bates's paperf, to associate with Dipton Wood. It appears in the 
Newcastle AdvertUer of March 6th, 1790. 



By Mr. Johnston's Company 
At the Theatre in Hexham 
will be performed, in the Course of next Week, 
The new Historical Play, called the 
Battle of Hexham 



with Entire New Scenes and Dresses 
Particularly 
A Cave Scene 
Taken Ifrom the Original One in 
Hexham Forest 
where the Banditti secreted themselves at the 
Time the Battle was fought 

Also a Scene of 
King Henry's Camp 
with a dititant 
View of Hexham 
executed by 
Messrs. Stephensons of that Town 
In a most masterly Manner. 



* A weloh main was a grand series of matches in which a nomber of eocks was engaged, 
the victors of the first match being pitted against each other in the second, and so on to the 
last when there is but one pair of cocks to continue the struggle. Suppose there are sixteen 
pairs of cocks fighting in the first match, there will be eight in the second, four in the third, 
two in the fourth, and one'pair in the fifth. 

t Arch. Ael, {Border Holda i) xiv, p. 488, et seq. 



or 



Days of Old 




Ill 



This play, a comedy in three acts interspersed with songs, was written hy 
George Colman in 1789 and published in 1790. With the exception of a * hit * 
at the roughness of Northumbrian roads in the first act, there are no local 
allusions of any particular interest*. 

From 1736 to 1813 we find announcements of the subscription concerts 
established by a party of gentlemen in Newcastle and conducted until 1770 by 
Charles Avison. They were held in the Assembly Booms in the Groat Market 
and * at Mr. Parker's Long-Room ' in the Bigg Marketf. 

In the liewciistle Caurant of May 5th-12th, 1744, there is advertised a 
* Concert of Musick ' for the benefit of Charles Arison and at the bottom is 
inserted the following note : — 

*Any Person who can procm*e good raven quills may have at the rate of 5/- 

per hundred for any quantity, <fc 3d per hundred for good crow quills.* 
I suppose these would be used for copying the score. 

The concert-room must have presented a very gay appearance when the 
company was assembled, the ladies, be-patched and be-rouged, with flowered 
petticoats of formidable bell-like shape, and head-dresses of elaborate construc- 
tion, the gentlemen resplendent in lace and embroidery with powdered 
periwigs or larded pig-tails. 

To these musical assemblies the beaux and belles of Newcastle were conveyed 
in sedan chairs, two of which ' in good repair, with Polls, Lanthoms, Straps, 
etc. ' were advertised to be sold or let, in the Newcastle Advertiser of June 5th, 
1779. Among the conveniences attached to a freehold messuage or tenement 
in Cnllercoats (the present ' Cliff House * I think), advertised to be let or sold 
in the Newcastle Journal of August 16th-23rd, 1766, was a * Chair House.* 

Entertainments appealing to the passion in human nature for the strange and 
marvellous were, of course, provided for the people. 

Mr. Powell the noted fire-eater, for instance, advertised in the Newcastle 
Courant of November 30th, 1764, a programme which no doubt set half 
Newcastle agape with wonder. As the fire-eaters are becoming rare — I saw one 
the other day near Stephenson's monument ; but he had only taken a few 
monthfuls of flame when he was ' moved on ' by a policeman who, we all felt, 
might have interpreted his instructions less strictly until the performance was 
OTer — I will read you his advertisement. 

This is to acquaint the Curious 
That Mr. Powell, the noted Fire-Eater, who has had the Honour to perform 
before most of the Nobility and Quality of the first Rank in London ; and in 
particular, on the 27th of January last he had the Honour to perform in 
Guildhall, before a great Company of Gentlemen of Distinction with universal 
Applause ; purposes to perform before the Gentlemen and Ladies of Durham, 
on Monday and Tuesday next, in a large commodious Room at the Sign of 
the Angel, in the Market-Place ; from thence he hopes to wait upon Gentle- 
men and Ladies in Sunderland and Newcastle, upon his journey to Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. His Stay never exceeds two or three Nights in one place. He 
intends to exhibit the following articles, viz : — 

* Act 1. Scene— Henry the Sixth's camp. 
Oregoiy : " Mercy on us, how my poor legs do ache I " 
Adeline : " What, with only six miles this morning— Fie I " 

Oregory : *' Six— Sixteen, if we've gone an inch ; my feet are out to pieces. A man may 
as weU do penance with peas in his shoes as tradge over these confounded roads in 
Northumberland. I used to wonder when we were at home in the south where it is as 
smooth as a bowling-green, what the labourers did with the loose stones they carried off 
the highways— But now I find they come and shoot their rubbish in the northern 
ooontriea."— The BatUe o/Hemhamt pp. 6 & 6. 

\ NeweeutU Courant, June 2l8t, 1700. 
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i. He eats red-hot Goals ont of the fire, as natural as Bread. 

ii. He eats red-hot Tobacco Pipes flaming with Brimstone. 

iii. He takes a large Bunch of Deal Matches, lights them altogether and 
holds them in his Mouth till the Flame is extinguished. 

iv. He takes a red-hot Heater out of the Fire, licks it with his naked Tongae 
seyeral Times, and afterwards carries it round the Boom between his 
Teeth. 

Y. He fills his Mouth with red-hot Charcoal, and broils a Slice of Beef or 
Mutton upon his Tongue ; and any Person may blow the Fire with a 
Pair of Bellows at the same Time. 

Ti. He takes a Quantity of Bozen, Pitch, Bees- Wax, Sealing- Wax, Brimstone, 
Allum and Lead ; melts them altogether oyer a Ohaffing-Dish of Coals, 
and eats the said Combustibles with a Spoon, as natural as a Poringer of 
Broth ( which he calls his Dish of Soop ) to the great Surprize of all 
Spectators. 

NB Tickets to be had always at Mr. Powells Lodgings. 

Sum Solus Price 2/- each. 
That he should haye gone through this performance is surprising, but that 
he should haye suryiyed it is eyen more so. Tet he seems to haye thriyen on 
the fiery diet for we find him, in 1779, adyertisiug in the Newcastle Chronicle 
of January 9th, a performance in a room * at the King's Arms, in North 
Shields 

Again, from the Newcastle Advertiser of August 28th, 1790, we learn that * a 
most curious and amazing Lilliputian Boy and Musical Girl 'a capital piece 
of machinery called Ombres Chinoises and * The Italian Fantoccini or Punch- 
inello in the Shades ' were all to be seen at Mr. Luke Weatherhead's, the 
Queen's Head in the Flesh Market, at prices which, you will admit, are 
ingeniously graduated to suit the pockets of all classes. ' Admittance : — Ladies 
and Gentlemen, what they please. Tradesmen 6d. Seryants and children 3d.' 
I am afraid in these democratic days a scale of prices like this would not work 
very well. 

AMUSING WEDDiNO NOTICES. 

Let me close this part of my paper, the lighter part I may add, by giving two 
or three of the wedding notices of last centuiy. The first is from the Newcastle 
Journal of March 22-29, 1760 :— 

* That day [Thursday] Mr. Wm. Cook, an eminent Merchant on the Sandhill 
was married at St Andre w*s Church to Miss Dawson, a beautiful, sprightly, 
and extremely well-accomplished young Lady, with a Fortune of £3000 '. 

Surely Mr. Cook was a man to be envied ! The second is from the same 
newspaper of April 12-19, 1760 : — 

* On the 15th Inst Mr. Cuthbert Bedshaw of Richmond in Yorkshire was 
married to Miss Maddeson of Stockton, a Lady of great Merit, with a hand- 
some Fortune, and bless'd with every AccompUshment requisite to render 
the Marriage State happy '. 

And the third is from the Newcastle Advertiser of November 28th, 1789 : — 

* Married on Tuesday, at Walls-End, Capn. Wm. Sharp of the Golden Grove, 
belonging to London ( one of the Ships which first went out to Botany Bay 
from London ) to Miss Catherine Alder of Willington Quay * — ^then from the 

editorial sanctum of the old paper we can almost hear the gratified chuckle of 
the writer as he pens the following facetious comment — ' How charming the 
idea of transplanting a beautiful Alder into a Oolden Orove \ 

* In the Loungers' Cominon*place Book it is asserted that such was Powell's * passion 
for this terrible element, that if he were to come hangry into yoor kitchen while a sirloin was 
roasting, he would eat up the fire and leave the beef'. 
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Bnt I want to shew, by a few illnstrationB, the antiqaarian Talne that these 
old advertisement columns possess with reference to old houses, wind and water 
mills, bridges, fields, churches, &c. 

OLD HOUSES. 

Take, first, the old houses, built within the last 150 years or so. From the 
advertisement columns we may sometimes gather the date of their erection, and 
learn the names of those who owned and occupied them at various periods. I 
will give you an illustration. 

In the early part of the seventeenth century John Oosyn, an officer of the 
customs, built a house at Wallsend. The interesting sun-dial which stood in 
his garden is now on the roof of this building*. A century later the house was 
purchased by Sir Bobert Oarre, a London blight and draper, but also, it is 
thought, a burgess of Newcastle, who rebuilt it, and the mansion, which was 
formerly known as Cosyn's House, became known as Carville. The date when 
this house was rebuilt we gather firom an advertisement which appeared in the 
Newcastle Journal of May 13th, 1768 :— 

* To be let or sold. 

A large convenient mansion-house known by the name of Carville House, 
commanding a most delightftd prospect up and down the river Tyne* — I 
wonder what the advertiser would think of the prospect now ! * The house is 
modem built and finished within these six years.' That is the item we want. 
We will pass over the other particulars, ' The Canals well-stock'd with fish ' and 
the * high brick wiJls well planted with the best fruit trees,* etc. 

The house was taken by Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu who occupied it while 
Denton Hall was being repaired. A letter of hers to Benjamin Stillingfleet is 
dated from Carville on October 22nd, 1758. 

From the Newcastle Journal of June 14th, 1751, we learn that 'The Whaggs,* 
near Whickham, was ' a new-built house of hewn stone, well-sash'd/ an 
expression often used in the advertisements of this period, ' wherein Mrs. Barras 
lately dwelt,' and, from the same paper of February 10th 1753, that Winlaton 
Hall * where,' as it is stated in brackets, * Sir Bobert Hodgson formerly lived ' 
was, at this time, tenanted by Ambrose and John Crowley, esquires. 

From the files ot the Newcastle Courant we obtain the following references 
to new-built houses. 

At Derwent-coat Hall. ' A new brick house in the possession of William 
Wilkinson.' [Jan. 15th, 1754.J 

At Newcastle. ' A new built dwelling-house in Sidgate, lately tenanted by 
General Whitmore.' [Oct. 4th, 1760.] 

At Westoe. * The dwelling-house lately belonging to Edward Monteney . . . 
being a large new house built of bricks.'f [Dec. 28th, 1784.] 

At Whitley. Whitley House * new built.' [Dec. 17th, 1803.] 

At Whitley. Belvedere House ' new erected.' [Mar. 22nd, 1806.] 

At Glanton. Mansion House ' lately built.' [Dec. 15th, 1810.] 

I may add the the following from the Newcastle Journal and Chronicle : — 

At Unthank near Berwick. * A new, well built, and convenient farmhouse.' 
[Joumalt August 21st, 1773.] 

At East Ord near Berwick. Pitmen's cottages lately built. [Ibid,] 

* The Castle, Newcastle. See description of this sundial in Proe. voL in, p. 197. 
} Probably the hooae now belonging to Mr. Hinde in the centre of the Village. 
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At North Shields. *A11 those messaages or dwelling-honBes sitoated in Milbnra 
Place, North Sbields, lately bnilt by Mr. John Lamb . . . fronting towards 
the north and middle street. [Chronirle, Jan. 3rd, 1789.] 

At Felton. *A genteel, new-bnilt, stone hoose, etc., now in the possession of 
Mr. Ord as tenant.' [Journal, Sept. 12th 1778.] 

At Alemonth. * A new brick dwelling-hoose belonging to Edward Oook, at 
Warkworth, consisting of 7 fire-rooms, 2 garrets and 2 cellars, with a kitchen, 
back kitchen, and a room above it.* [Journal, March 17th, 1764.] 

Near Onsebom. * All that new erected Pottery situate in the Tyle Fields near 
Ousebnm.* [Chronicle, Jane 14th, 1783.] 

In March, 1819, a ten-roomed hoase on the south side of the Tillage of Beadnel, 
is stated to have been lately occupied by the Rt. Hon. Lady Delaval. [NewccutU 
Courant, March 6th, 1819.] 

In the Newcastle Courant of Sept. 10th, 1808, were adyertised to be sold, 'all 
those newly erected, capital buildings and premises lately used for calico print- 
ing, situated on the river Blyth, at Stannington bridge. The principal building 
was stated to be five storeys high. There were also a bleach house, dye house, 
etc. 

If one cannot get the exact or approximate date of a building it is desirable to 
obtain as early a reference to it as possible. * The well-accustomed inn at 
OhoUerford Bridge,* for instance, comes before us in the columns of the 
Newcastle Journal as early as June 9th, 1759, and * The Blue Bell commonly 
known by the name of Aldstone House ', in the same paper of April 26th, 1766. 

Take, secondly, the old wind-mills and water-mills. In the Newcastle 
Chronicle of August 23rd, 1783, occurs the following advertisement : — 

* To be sold by Auction, by Order of the assignees of William Smith, a Bank- 
rupt, at the House of Mr. Wm. Loftns, known by the Sign of the White flart 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on Thursday the 25th September 1783 between the 
hours of Three and Five in the afternoon The several Freehold Premises, 
following, situate at a Place called Chimney Mills, within the Liberties of the 
Town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. A Wind-Mill [described in the Newcastle 
Chronicle of November 1st, 1783, as * a large new-bnilt wind mill at the 
Leazes] with every Convenience adapted to the Manufacturing of Wheat into 
Flour for the London or any other Market, the Flour Machine is No. 60, 
works 50 Quarters and upwards weekly, has five sails, an Iron Axis, turns 
itself to the wind, is covered with Copper, and quite new and complete ; the 
whole was constructed under the Directions of that celebrated Artist Mr. 
Smeatonf *. That is an interesting bit of information about the old mill 
which is now the club room of the Newcastle golfers. * With this Lot *, to 
continue, * will be sold the Granaries and the Field in which the Mill and 
Granaries stand containing 2 a. r. 10 p.' Lot 2 is * an Old Wind Mill with 
the Field wherein it is erected containing la. Or. 37 p.* Lots 3, 4, and 5 
are all new-built dwelling houses situated near the Mill Dam, and Lot 6 is 

* The Tobacco Mills Stoves and Out-offices adjoining together with the Mill- 
Dam *, &c, 

* Ck)uceniing these baildings, Mackenzie wrote sr follows in his History of Northum- 
berland, published in 1826 [vol. 2, p. 896] :— ' An onsaccessfal attempt was made some years 
ago to establish a manafaotory of printed cottons here. It has now been converted into a 
manafactory for spinning linen yam by Messrs. Proctors of Newcastle, who have prooared 
new and improved machinery and carry on the business to a considerable extent.* 

t In Smeaton's Reports, vol. 2, p. 896, is a description of Ohimney Wind BfiU illostrated 
by two plates, one a vertical section of the whole mill, the other designs fmr joining the whips 
in the centre and manner of fixing the same to the horns, part of the ot^ seen fh>m behind, 
and plan of the upper kirb, Ac. 
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In the Newcastle Journal of Noyember 17th, 1744, a water and wind mill at 
Golden's Hole* in Holywell Dene, — not Golden Hole as in the ordnance map, 
are advertised to be let. Only the foundations remain. 

Another adyertisement [Newcastle Courant, Sept 2l8t, 1754] lets ns know 
that there was a new-built windmill and dwelling-honse near Benwell, belonging 
to Robert Shaftoe, Esq., possibly the Bobby Shaftoe of the song, and that the 
mill stood in the * Meadow close.' 

A similar announcement regarding * a new Stone Mill situate upon the Wind 
Mill Hill in the parish of Gateshead appears in the J^ewcastle ChrotUclet 
March 13th, 1784. 

In the Armstrong Park are the remains of Heaton windmill. I do not know 
when it was built. In the Newcastle Courant of July 19th, 1760, it was 
advertised to be let. At that time it was tenanted by Jonathan Hntdunson, 

In August, 1783, Stanton mill and farm wanted anew tenant. *The maehineiy 
of the Mill ' says ihe advertisement [Newcastle Chronicle^ August 30th, 1783] 
' and Framework of the Dam-head all made new in the course of last year.* 

We get the date of Dinsdale dam, about which there has been so much con- 
troversy of late years, from the Newcastle Journal of January 12th, 1754. The 
advertisement runs : — 

To be Lett and entered on immediately 
The Salmon Fishebt at Dinsdale upon the Tees, for the improvement of 
which there has lately been built a very fine Dam, all of Stone-work cross the 
said Biver, and at each end of the Dam a well contrived Look, capable of 
holding a large Quantity of Fish, with a House for Fishermen, Boats and all 
other conveniences. Enquire of Mr. Baker at Elemore Hall or Mr. Bland at 
Hurworth. 

OLD BRinOBS. 

In the third place, take the case of old bridges. We can often learn from the 
advertisements when they were built or widened. 

* Whereas it is found necessary to widen Bothbury Bridge *, so begins an 
advertisement in the Newcastle Courant^ September 2i2nd, 1759, and tenders 
are invited^for the work. 

In the Newcastle Journal of August 6th, 1768, it is stated that the County 
Bridge over the Till at Fowberry requires to he finished by 1st October, 1769 ; 
and in the Newcastle Courant of July 26th, 1755, it is announced that a bridge 
is intended to be built over the river Irthing from Mump*s hall to the Orchard 
house grounds, and masons are advertised for. 

In every file of old newspapers * Persons aminded to undertake the building * 
of such and such a bridge are requested to send in proposals. Here is a short 
list of new bridges proposed to be built : — 

Newcastle Journal, January 7th. 1744. * A bridge over and cross the river 
Coquet at or near a place called Weldon Bridge *. 

Newcastle Courant, September 14th, 1754. Bridges over EU)thley Water, 
Debdon Bum, Whitton Bum and Lurdinshaw Burn. 



* William Chayter of Oowden's Hole, weaver, was a party to a deed dated 6th and 7th 
Deeember, 1710, conveying * a tenement in Darwen Crook * to Thos. Edwards of Newcastle, 
weaver, ( from copy of Ingledew deeds in possession of Mr. Welford ). About midsummer, 
1717, Mwgaret Blacklaw, sister, and Michael and EUiner Steward, step-children of Ralph 
Blacklaw, tinkler, ' stole two webbs of doath thorn a place ealled Golden's Hole near Beaton 
Delavall ', which Ralph and his wife, with another tinkler of equally bad reputation, after- 
wards sold. (Morpeth Sessions' PaperH). 
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Newcastle Courant, June 28th, 1760. * A Stone Bridge over the Eiver 
Darwent* in a semi-circnlar fonn, the diameter of the arch to be 106 ft. and the 
perpendicular 58 ft.* 

Newcastle Courant, December 27th, 1760. * Bridge oyer Breamish Wator as 
near as may be to the Turnpike Boad 

Newcastle Chronicle, June 12th, 1790. New bridge at Prior House in the 
Ghapeh7 of Haydon, a little to the south of the old bridge. 

In the Newcastle Journal of October 17th, 1778, there is a complete list of all 
the county bridges. From this list we learn that Bolton bridge is * in the 
Builder's Hands *, Featherstone Bridge is * now under Presentment \ Hexham 
bridge is * now building \ and Ridley Mill bridge is ' now done and under 
Presentment as a county bridge *. 



Fourthly, we sometimes get a scrap of information regarding the formation or 
improvement of a road, as in the Newcastle Courant of May 1st, 1819, contracts 
are wanted for * a new road from Bothbury to the Prior's Wicket on the road 
leading to Brinkbum Priory and for widening and improving the road from the 
said wicket to the Foot of Bothbury Thrum and from thence making a new 
road to the Knock Law direct through the Miller's Field '. 



Fifthly, the advertisement columns furnish us with the names of fields, an 
interesting branch of antiquarian study. I can merely give you a very few 
examples selected hap-hazard. 

At Newcastle. *A large field (called Snowden's closet) now in tlie possession 
of Giles Alcock Esq, most conveniently situated just without Pilgrim Street 
Gate.* [Newcastle Journal^ November 22nd, 1766] . 

On the Shield Field estate : the field called 'the Little Shield Field' and 'the 
Great Shield Field ', ' Graceless Close ', * Nelly Young's Close ', * The Hag's 
Close ', and * Hob's Well Close.' iSewcastle Courant, March 29th, 1806.] 

At Corbridge. ' two closes called the Darlings and a close called Eppe-Well 
lying together', * Two closes called Belf-head', * Two Closes called Cow-Loan', 
* Tw6 Fields called Lame's Closes ', ete. [Newcastle Chronicle, June 19th, 
1784.] 

At Durham. 'The Copyhold Field or Close lying at the head of Framwellgate 
Durham, known by the name of Gibbet Knowls.' [Newcastle Advertiser, April 
18th, 1789.] 

Near Morpeth. ' a Close commonly called Job's Well Close fenced by a stone 
quay next the river adjoining the high road on the north side.' [Newcastle 
Journal, July 10th, 1779.] 

Near Alston. * Three closes of fine meadow land called the High Willis.' 
[Newcastle Journal, September 11th, 1779.] 



* Bedde Azwell park gates. The stone was given by Sir Thos. Olavering from a qnany 
in the park. 

-f Suowdeu's close, otherwise known as Faw8ton*s close, was, daring the first half of the 
eighteenth century, the property of John Rogers, Esq., who died in 1768. A few years later 
we find one half of it in the hands of the Hon. Edward Montfign, and the other half in the 
hands of Sir Thos. Clayering of Axwell. It passed by purchase, about the years 1780-82, into 
the possession of the Bey. Nathaniel Ellison, whose family held it for nearly half a oentuiy. 
Saville Bow, Ellison Place, and Oxford Street, are built upon it. 



FOBMATION AND IMPBOVBMBNT OF B0AI>8. 



FIELD NAMES. 




117 



At TritliDgtori. ' The Far Crooks ' and ' The Nigh Crooks ' ; ' The Sangley 
Fields ' and * that field or close commonly called or known by the name of the 
Satchdls.' [Newcastle Chronicle, August 23rd, 1783.] 

At Rothbury. 'Well Close', ' Long Flat Clover Close.' [Newcastle Journal^ 
May 10th, 1766.] 

* Two closes called the Well Closes ', * Copletch Crofts * North Crofts.' 
[Newcastle Journal, November 6th-13th, 1773.] 

All that parcel of land called * Rith Braes or Chist's Banks.' [Newcastle 
Caurant, April 24th, 1819.] 

At Dilston. 'That part of Sam's Island parcel of the manor of Dilston now in 
the tenure or occupation of Sir Walter Blackett.'* [Newcastle Journal, October 
2nd.9th, 1773.] 

At Hexham. * A parcel of fine Haughland called by the name of Eingshaw 
Green situated at the meeting of the rivers of North Tyne an'd South Tyne ' ; 
* another parcel of ground called by the name of Lambs' heel Lane situate near 
the Linnell Miln.' [Newcastle Journal, January 19th-26th, 1754.] 

Near Byton. * A Farm which goes by the name of West-wood Close alias 
Hagg-Hill, near Frenches Close in the Parish of Byton.' [Newcastle Courant, 
January 7th-10th, 1713.] 

*A field called Broom-Field.' [Newcastle Journal, March 2nd-9th, 1766.] 

The lot following this last contains some words that require us to have at 
our elbow the latest glossary of north country words. 

* A Parcel of Land in Byton Haugh Fog-Gatesf for four Beasts, a Horse- 
Gate once in five years in Byton Island and a Fishing- Tide.' 

* The King's Meadows ', Mr. Sheriton Holmes finds from Fryer's Map, were, 
in 1782, the property of Thomas Moses. § In the Newcastle Journal of March 
26th, 1768, these meadows, 36 acres is the area given, are stated to be 'part of 
the freehold estate of John Hodgson, Esq.' one more fact, however slight, to be 
added to the Memoranda. 



Sixthly, we may gain some useful facts relating to the alterations and additions 
to churches from the old advertisements. 

Take Byton church for instance. Many persons think we have the spire as it 
was left in the thirteenth century, yet we can be sure from an advertisement in 
the Newcastle Journal of November 2nd, 1751, respecting the repairing of the 
lead- work and wood- work of the spire that the structure would be seriously 
interfered with. 

We learn also from an advertisement in the Newoaxtle Journal of June 3rd, 
1769, that there was a plan for baikling a new tower and stone spire to 
the church of Barnard Castle. The spire [a leaden one bays Surtees] becoming 

* * Sam's Island ' lies about 1500 yards to the west of Dilston Bridge and a little east of 
* Halley Well Dean *, between the railway and the river, which here makes a great sweep 
round to the north enclosing the ' Wide Haugh See Plans of the Several Estates <6 Farm* 
belonging to Qreenwieh Hospital in the counties of Cumberland, Northumberland dt Durham* 
18o6. 

f Fog, the clover or second crop that follows a hay crop. ' The Fogg in the Great 
Paddock at Benwell Newcastle Journal, July 26th— August 2nd, 1760. In a plan of East 
Denton estate made by Thompson in 1754 a field there is called ' Fogg-Close ' ; gate is a stint 
or ric^t of pasture. 

I * Memoranda relating to the King's Meadows,' Archaeologia Aeliana, vol. XV, p. 208. 
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rninons, was removed in 1774, and the tower raised to 60 ft. in height. This 
is the tower represented in Snrtees^s pkte. Had Mr. Boyle seen the advertise- 
ment, I scarcely think he would have written • From Snrtees's engraving of the 
church I auj dipsosed to assign the original tower to the first half of the fifteenth 
century or about the years 1430 to 1440, but of that tower not a fragment now 
exists. It was taken down to its foundations twenty years ago, and a new 
tower, professedly in the style of the old one, was buflt on the same site.' 
[Monthly Chronicle, February, 1890.] 

UNBECOBDBD HISTORICAL FACTS CONTAINED IN ADVEBTISBMBNT COLUMNS. 

We find, embedded in the advertisement columns, many historical fiicts which 
have not found their way into our loeal records. 

From an advertisement in the Newcastle Journal of July 8th, 1769, we learn 
that * divers outrages * had been committed in the woods and walks of Gibside 
by some malicious persons, ' particularly in disfiguring the statues, <ftc., and 
more particularly, betwixt the 10th and 11th of June past throwing a statue 
firom the bath info the river.* 

A proclamation by the king for suppressing riots and tumults committed by 
colliers and others- in the counties of Northumberland and Durham, which 
api^ared in the Newcastle Advertiser of April 18th, 1789, contains a few facts 
of local interest. It appears that bodies of pitmen, numbering in some cases 
about 100 and in others 200, had assembled at various pits in the district and 
done considerable damage. 

At Long Bouton colliery they had destroyed several engines and set one pit 
on fire, which continued to bum for two whole days. 

At the * Robert Pit\ belonging to the Shire Moor colliery, they had destroyed 
and damaged various implements and engines. 

At Wallsend colliery they had considerably damaged the gins and machines. 
At the * Engine Pit * of East Benton colliery they had damaged the engine for 
drawing up the coals there ; and at Walker colliery they had prevented the 
working of a certain coal pit belonging to it, and had broken and damaged an 
engine or engines, and violently assaulted some of the workmen and thrown 
down heap lamps into the pit with fire in them ; and at Gosforth pit they had 
thrown several lamps and other materials down the shaft. 

From the Newcastle Advertiser of August 9th, 1792, we learn that * the 
people of Swalwell, particularly those vulgarly known by the name of *Crowley'8 
Grew', had been in * unusual danger many of them having * narrowly escaped 
being murdered by a tumultuous assembly of keelmeu and their wives, etc., who 
threw such quantities of stones, that it was esteemed little less than a miracle 
that more of them did not lose their lives \' 

Those of you who have rambled over the moors on the south side of Simon- 
side have no doubt come across the ruins of an old shooting box called * Black 
Cock Hall *. What is the story of its ruinous condition ? From an advertise- 
ment in the Newcastle Courant of August 13th, 1814, we learn that * on 
Thursday, the 11th of August, Black Oock Hall, the property of Sir John 
Trevelyan, Bart., was discovered to be on fire, by which the greatest part of the 
said building was destroyed and it was supposed done wilfully and maliciously.* 
£20 reward is offered for information regarding the offenders. 

An advertisement in the Newcastle Journal of April 17-24th, 1773, gives us 
quite an intereptiug little W. Clark-Bussell story in a nutshell. Andrew Gordon 
of Newcastle, * late put-in Master of the Ship Peggy of Dublin a man described 
as *■ stooping at his shoulders *, and having * a remarkable Cast with his eyes 
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and a somr Look*, together with the mate and crew of this ship were wanted hy 
the aathorities. They wer6 charged with stealing the ship's cargo, consisting 
of wine, coffee, indigo and sugar, for their own use, and sinking or making away 
with the vessel upon a voyage from Bordeaux to Hamburg. The * Peggy ' was 
seen off the Ijand's End on the 24th and 25th of March while the crew were 
selling the cargo. The miscreants afterwari^s contrived to be taken up at sea 
in a boat off the Kentish Knock by a Sunderland vessel which landed them at 
Tarmouth. There the master, mate, and mariners made a statement that the 
ship had sunk with her cargo. Gordon afterwards came to Newcastle, but soon 
disappeared. 



We get occasional side-lights, in the advertisement columns, on the grea. 
national struggle which was going on with France during the eighteenth century 
* Several French Prisoners *, so the public are informed in a proclamation 
printed in the Newcastle Journal of November 22nd-29th, 1760, * have of late 
broke their parole, and deserted from Carlisle and other places, where they were 
quartered. They mostly take the London road, and, when stopped, produce a 
pass altered and much scratched out, and insert leave to go to London or else- 
where as they chused To run the gauntlet from Carlisle to London, through 
the midst of a population bristling with anti-Gallican prejudices, would require 
a great deal of courage, caution and adroitness. 

During the wars with France a form of legalised piracy was sanctioned, not 
to say encouraged, by the government, commissions were granted to private 
persons to fit out war vessels at their own expence for the purpose of harassing 
the maritime trade of the enemy. One such vessel, as we learn from the 
Newcastle Journal of February 13th, 1779, belonged to the Tyne. The adver- 
tisement is for seamen and runs as follows : — 



* Now lying in the River Tyne and fitt 
ing up with the utmost Expedition, for 
a Cruize against the Enemies of Great 
Britain, 

The 

Heart of Oak 
a Private Ship of War 
River built, Capt. George Plow 
man, Commander ; mounting 32 carriage guns, 
four cohorns and Twenty wall-pieces ; and will carry 150 men, 
for all whom she has a safe Protection. 
She is as compleat a vessel for the purpose as has been 
fitted out from England ; sails remarkably fast, and has 
most excellent accommodations for the Crew. 

All Honest Fellows, true Hearts of Oak, 
may now have an opportunity of distinguishing themselves 
as Friends to their Country, and making their For 
tones by applying to the Commander : at his lodgings at 
the Wite Hart, or at the Rendezvous, the Three Kings, 
on the Quayside. 

All able seamen will receive a Bounty of Five Guineas 
ordinary seamen, and able bodied Landmen, Three 
Guineas, Other Landmen and Sea boys Two Guineas. 
God save tJie King and Success to the Heart of Oak. 
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POLITICAL AMENITIES. 

Political contests in the eighteenth century were carried on with as little 
courtesy and good feeling as in the latter years of these nineteenth century, and 
personalities and misrepresentations were perhaps even more common than 
now. The addresses of rival candidates, and the letters of their respective 
supporters, afford lively reading, but I will not disinter these old animosities, 
now that the angry partisans are at peace. Two illustrations, however, I will 
give you of the amenities of north country politics over a century ago. The 
first you will find in the Newcattle Courant of August 17th, 1754. 

* Appleby in Westmoreland. 

Whereas on Friday Night, the 12th inst, the Hair was entirely clipped off the 
, Mane and Tail of Mr. Yate's Black Horse, in St Nicholas's Pasture : and on 

Saturday there was found in his Garden, a Roll of Horse-hair, sealM up in 

white Paper, with these Words wrote upon it, 

A Lowther, a Lowther, Dicky Yats for ever. 

Whoever will make a Discovery so that the Person who cut off the Hair may 

be convicted thereof, shall receive Ten Guineas Reward from 

Ri Yates.' 

From this incident we may infer that political feelings were effervescing rather 
briskly in Appleby at this time. The occasion was probably the election contest 
which took place in 1754 between Col. Philip Honeyman [i] and Wm. Lee [t] , 
candidates in the Earl of Thanet's interest, and "Sir John Ramsden [w] and 
iPletcher Norton [w] in the Lowther interest, the two former heading the poll 
by thirteen votes. Some questionable tactics seem to have been resorted to, 
and on the 18th of November, the two defeated candidates petitioned * that the 
returning officer upheld through the poll with the utmost partiality Col. 
Honeywood and Mr. Lee by polling several that had no right to vote and 
refusing the votes of several who had the right and who offered for the petitioners, 
by which and several other illegal and unwarrantable proceedings the pretended 
majority was obtained for Honeyman and Lee to the petitioners' manifest 
prejudice.' Several burgesses also petitioned that *■ Ramsden and Norton had 
an undoubted majority of legal votes and ought to have been returned.' The 
petitions were heard at the bar between January 20th and February 10th, 1756. 
The House declared none of the candidates duly elected and the election void, 
and ordered a new writ February 20th, 1756. 

My second illustration is an advertisement taken from the Newcastle Journal 
of January 9th, 1779, the like of which, if inserted in a modern newspaper, 
would cause a lively fluttering in the political dovecotes : — 

• Wanted at May day next a School Master that can be well recommended 
to teach Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. He will have a yearly salary of 
20£ With a house atid a few acres of land at Marley-hill upon reasonable 
terms. Any person who voted for Mr. Bowes last election will have the 
Preferance, if well recommended, and duly qualified.' 
The election referred to was that of 1777 when Andrew Robinson Bowes, the 
Irish adventurer who had married the Countess of Strathmore, contested 
Newcastle against Sir John Trevelyan, hart., and Was defeated. In 1780 he 
sought the suffrages of the constituency again and was successful, his majority 
no doubt being secured by bribery and corruption, one instance of which I have 
just given you. 

* On the 6th of March, 1779, the Anti-Oallioan privateer of Newcastle sailed from 
Shields on a six month's cruise against the enemies of Great Britain, being the first that ever 
sailed from this port completely fitted and manned. Three weeks afterwards, March 24th, 
another privateer, the Heart of Oak, mounting 33 guns, sailed on a similar errand. She was 
exceedingly well fitted out and had 150 men on board. Brockie's History of Shieldt, p. 81. 
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Many of the paragraphs in the adyertisement columns, especially in the ' Hae 
and Ory ' section, may deal with matters of little moment, or of no permanent 
interest, yet they may help an antiquary in quite an unexpected way. 

PLACE NAMES. 

A little north of Hartley is a farmstead and a small group of cottages caUed 
the * Doyecote.' What is the origin of the name ? Without doubt there was 
a * dovecote * here at one time. To whom did it belong ? These questions are 
answered in the Newcastle Courant of January 11th, 1814, The Seaton Sluice 
Association for the Prosecution of Felons, etc., offer a reward, through the 
colunms of that paper, of ten guineas to anyone who will give information which 
will lead to the apprehension of some evil-disposed persons who, on the Monday 
or Tuesday night previously, did 'feloniously break open the Dovecot belonging 
to Edward Hussey Delaval at Hartley* by apparently forcing open the same with 
an iron crow or bar and take the Pigeons thereout.' 

In one's study of local biography and genealogy the advertisement columns 
prove very useftd to ns. In all sorts of nocks and comers we come across items 
that enable ns to fill up gaps in a pedigree or which serve as links in the record 
of a life. 

LOCAL BIOGRAPHY AND OENEALOOT. 

When I was writing my account of Chirton I found that scarcely anything 
was known of Ralph Waters the painter who was bom there in 1720. And yet 
his View of the Sandhill in the possession of this society, his painting of Tyne- 
mouth Priory in the possession of Mr.Orawhall. engraved for Brand's Netcccutlet 
his views of Clifford's Fort, The Ruins of Tyne Bridge, and View of Newcastle from 
the East also engraved for this work, his sketch of All Hallows' Church in ruins, 
1786, and severed sketches on the Tyne, etc., make him a person of interest to 
us. When did he leave Chirton and come to Newcastle ? I found a reference 
to him in the Newcastle Chronicle of Febraary 23rd, 1782. The scenes in the 
pantomime of ' Robinson Crasoe or Harlequin Friday ' at the new theatre in 
the Castle Yard, we are told, were painted by him in the most masterly manner. 
I have since found a much earlier reference to him in the Newcastle Journal of 
May 18th, 1751. ' Ralph Waters, painter and limner at the Foot of Westgate 
Newcastle ', thus the advertisement runs, ' performs Limning of every Mnd. 
Heraldry painting.' At this time he was thirty-one years of age, married, his 
wife being a daughter of Michael Eirkhouse of Newcastle,! his eldest son, Ralph, 
being one year old. In the same paper for March 7th, 1752, we learn that 

* Ralph Waters in Westgate Street, Newcastle, has opened a Drawing School 
where young Gentlemen and Ladies may be instructed in that Art and also in 
Perspective on reasonable Terms. tS" House, Coach, Sign and Herald 
Painting are also performed in the neatest manner.' 

The biograpliical details are very slight, yet they are welcome additions to 
our scanty knowledge of the painter. We ascertain that he was a House, Sign, 
Herald and Scene Painter, that he taught drawing, inhabited a house in West- 
gate Street, and was established in Newcastle in 1751. An extract from 
Whitehead's Directory for 1787, and an inscription on a stone slab on the south 
side of St. John's church, carry us to 1798, the year of his death, and so enable 
us to complete the bald outline of his career. 

An advertisement in the Newcastle Courant of February 15th, 1817, gives us 
the names of several pictures by him, and possibly by his eldest son, Ralph, 
also a painter. In addition to those already mentioned are * Bamburgh Castle ', 

• Newcastle and the Sugar House on Fire ', * The Assembly Rooms ', and various 
views on the river Tyne near Heworth, Hebburn, etc. 

* The last of the Delavals. He died 14th August, 1814, aged 85. 

t Married 1749, June 24, Ralph Watters and Ann Eairkis. — St. John's Registers. 
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TLe genealogist will find the lists of names which appear in connection with 
various matters in the old newspapers very usefiil. There is for instance a list 
of the grand jury, who, in 1760, with the high sheriff, agree for themselves and 
recommend to the county in general, that the practice of giving vails, card-money, 
fees or other gratuities to servants he discontinued at Martinmas of that year, 
and there are the lists of the rate-payers composing the various associations in 
the county lor the prostscution of felons. 

It may interest some of you to know that in the early part of the eighteenth 
century there was a family on Tyneside bearing the name of Marmion. A Mr. 
Henry Marmion in 1713 held a copyhold estate, part lying in the * Lordship of 
Winlu)gton * near Ryton-wood Side, known by the name of Realy-Mires alias 
Benson's Farm, * and another part adjoining to Mr. Stephenson's Ground at 
Oayoh called by the name of Bhtop Bank \ together with a farm in the parish 
of Byton and a meadow field near Swalwell. * Mrs. Jane Marmion *, says the 
advertisement, 'at her house by the Key in Newcastle upon Tine is commissioned 
by her Husband .to Treat about the same.' [Newcastle Courant, January 7th — 
10th, I71§]. 

I have met with several curious coincidences in names in the old newspapers. 
To give an instance from the Newcastle Courant of January 25th, 1812. A 
plumber of the name of John Keats fell from the third storey of a new house at 
the comer of the Sandhill and was killed. 

*' HUE AND CRY." 

If we wish to form a true picture of life in the northern counties during last century 
we must not neglect the * Hue and Cry ' items in the local papers. We are 
soon obliged to conclude that life and property were much more insecure than 
at the present day. There is hardly a newspaper that does not contain the ofifer 
of a reward for information relating to 

* Assassins and all flyers from the hand 
Of Justice, and whatever loathes a law.' 
Horse steahng was very common. There are innumerable advertisements 
headed ' Stolen or Stray'd a dark grey horse ', * a black geldin;> etc. [see 
Newcastle Journal March 8th, 1760 ; Newcastle Chronicle September 13th, 
1783 ; and the Ntwcastle Advertiser September 18th, 1790 ; etc.] . These 
were usually accompanied by a little cut of a man on horseback at full gallop 
with the devil behind him and a gallows in front. Many of these from 1779 to 
1795 were by Thomas Bewick [see Hugo's Bewick Collector p. 417]. A typical 
advertisement is the following trom the Newcastle Chronicle September 13th, 
1783 :— 



* Stolen or Strayed from * '^^W 
Rothbury, on Thursday the •'mS/ 
4tb of September 1783 - •JVa 
A light bay Mare, six or seven ipi'r 
Years old, abouo 14 Hands and a f7^_ 
Half high, with a white Batch l^^^H 
down her Face, her Tail cut in the Yorkshire Cut ; and 
carries it well not to be set ; goes remarkably wide be- 
hind when Fhe trots, has black Legs, and wanted Half 
a near hind Foot Shoe when stolen. 

Any Person who will give any information or bring 
her to George Fletcher, in Rothbury aforesaid, shall be 
handsomely rewarded for their Trouble, with all rea- 
sonable Charges paid.' 
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Highway robbery, in spite of the severe penalties inflicted, was a daily 
occurrence. Take an incident like the following recorded in the Newcastle 
Conrant of December 14th, 1799 : — 

' A Highway Robbery. 
Whereas on Sunday Evening last, the 24th inst, between seven and eight 
o'clock Mr. John Leadbitter of Amble Hope House near Warkworth was 
attacked by two Footpads at a gate upon the road between Warkworth and 
Togston, leading into a Field near his own Hoase, who pulled him off his 
Horse and one of them choak'd him iu a Handkerchief round his neck and 
held his Hand close over his moutli to prevent him from making any alarm 
and held him down with his Knees upon his Breast while the other rifled his 
Pockets and robbed him of Newcastle Notes to a considerable amount and 
two Scotch Guinea Notes. One of them appeared to be rather tall and a 
stout-looking man in dark coloured Oloaths ; the other appeared to be rather 
under the middle Size but from the darkness of the Evening Mr. Leadbitter is 
not able to give any further Description of them. A Reward of 10 Guineas 
will be paid by the said John Leadbitter to any Person who can give him any 
Information as may lead to the Discovery of one or other of the said Footpads 
upon the Conviction of one or both of them. — Amble Hope House, 26 Nov. 
1799.* 

An impudent form of intimidation was practised in Newcastle in 1773. From 
the Newcastle Journal of March 13th — 20th of that year we learn that several 
persons in the town had received threatening letters of a particularly audacious 
character. One sent to Joseph Barber, Bookseller, read as follows : — 

*Sur, i am in greet weent — you have monny and i have none, so put an ginney 
on the gardine wall by the gate or you will sufer for it, breed i must have don't 
fail, and you will save by it 4 Jan. you hirish dog I will sir your saael Monny 
i must get from you dam you.' 
Not complying, his house was, on the 5th, set on fire and burnt to the ground.* 

* Lay a Ginny behint the Steps of your Jaxhouse tomorrow Enite before 10 a 
Cloke or else dread yor deeth do not iaile for be Godd it is true ' was the 
siunmons sent to the Rev. William Hall in a letter addressed * Parson Hall^ 
Spittle.' 

James Liddell, merchant, was informed ' that if he did not lay Half a Dozen 
of Guineas on the Croft wall, his House would be blown up ' ; and in the night 
of the 17th and 18th of March, two letters were put into the low kitohen win- 
dows of Mr. William Brown's house in Westgate street threatening to burn his 
stabling and house if he did not put a couple of guineas in a certain place. 

An account of what seems like a mad-cap escapade of some young bucks on 
the spree is ]:reserved in the advertisement columns of the Newcastle Courant 
of November 30th — December Ist, 1712 :— 

* Whereas on Saturday the 29th of November last past, about nine of the clock 
at Night, three men on Horseback, viz two on one Horse, and one on a single 
horse having made a Disturbance on the New-Kay came afterwards on the Sand- 
hill in Newcastle upon Tine, and assaulted two women, who to shun them fled, 
and left behind them a Bundle, wherein was a Silver Caudle-Cup, old fashioned, 
with a cover containing about a new Quart, with two Pewter Plates, which 
one of the men took away, and then they Rid furiously along the Kay, and 
thoroQgh Sandgate : They are deuired to restore the Goods, or if any Person 
shall discover the said Men or Goods so as they may be recovered to the 
Printer of this Courant, they shall have half a Guinea Reward.' 

* This wan probably the private residence which he had erected for his family at the 
top of Wentgate Hill, upon which he bestowed the name of ' Summerhill ' in remembrance of 
hiH Irish home. See Welford's ' Men of Mark — Joseph Barber Monthly Chronicle. April, 
188a 



Digitized by Google 



124 



COUNTERFEIT HALP-PENCE. 

In 1782 large qnantities of counterfeit half-pennies were brought to Newcastle 
and put into circulation. The matter was so serious that a meeting of 
merchants and traders was held in the Merchants* Court * for the purpose of 
pursuing the most effectual Measures for the suppressing the circulation of 
Counterfeit Copper Coin in this Town.* With this end in view four resolutions 
were passed. [Newcastle Chronicle November 9th, 1782] . 

The evil seems to have continued unabated for two years, for on August 23rd, 
1784, the Company of Butchers held a meeting and stated * that being unable any 
longer to support the intolerable Burthen and increasing Losses and Ii^uries 
they had, collectively and separately, long laboured under, ' from the boundless 
growing Circulation of Counterfeit Half Pence, the greatest Part of the Money 
received for their Meat sold in the Market for several Years past having 
been chiefly of base Counterfeit Copper Coin, not intrinsically worth half its 
nominal Value and they resolve that they will not hereafter take in Payment 
any base or Counterfeit Half-pence whatever, nor any more good Mint Half- 
pence at any one Payment than shall be necessary for Change, not exceeding 
Five pence Three Farthings.' 

Another meeting of the merchants, etc., was held in the Guildhall on the 1st 
of September * to consider of the properest Means to stop the Circulation of 
Counterfeit Half Pence ', and it was decided to request Coal Owners, Glass 
Owners, Manufacturers, and others not to pay any larger quantities of copper 
coin to their workmen, servants, etc., than should be necessary for change and 
that only in real Mint Half-pence. [Newcastle Chronicle September 4th, 1784] . 

ABSCONDING PITMEN AND RUN-AWAY APPRENTICES. 

A class of advertisement very numerous relates to absconding pitmen. Take 
this sample from the Newcastle Chronicle May 8th, 1784 : — 

' Pitmen Absconded. 
Whereas Richard Anderson, James English, John Smith, Richard Homsby, 
Richard Thompson, and his son George Thompson, Pitmen, lawfully hired 
and bound to serve Matthew Bell Esq and Co at their Colliery at Willington, 
in the parish of Walls-End, and also Thomas Wardle, William Curry, Thomas 
Curry and Henry Carr lawfully hired and bound to serve Mess. Bell and 
Brown, at their Colliery, at Throckley, have absented themselves fi-om their 
Employment, t^" Any Person or Persons employing such Pitmen, after 
tliis Public Notice will be prosecuted as the law directs.' 

We also find many notices of apprentices who had run away from their masters. 
They are generally illustrated by a small wood-cut. The following is a typical 
example : — 

' Eloped 

From Mr. Thomas Winship of South Shields, shipwright, on Monday morning 
last being the 6th of January 1766, William Elliott of Ahawick ; George 
«^=5===7\ Davison of Rock ; Ral Dixon of Bill- Key ; Daniel Tenling 
North Shields ; Thomas Brown of Ord ; Matthew Taylor 
3^ of Close house ; James Stephenson of Sheephurst ; George 

wgm^ Hill of Durham ; William Harrison of Lintshields ; 
*e jM ^r~ William Hedley of Biddick ; William Scott of Chipping- 
Liddell of Hepskitt all bound apprentices to 
tlie above Thomas Winship. — This is therefore to give 
^^^S^^^ notice that if any person or persons shall harbour or 
employ any of the above-mentioned apprentices they will 
be prosecuted as the Law in such cases shall direct. [Newcastle Journal, 
January 11th, 1766] . 
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What more particularly strikes one in a paragraph like this is the fact of 
these apprentices heing drawn together from so many different localities, one 
coming from the neighbourhood of Berwick and another from the pastoral 
valley of Upper Coquetdale. 

THE STAGE COACH. 

While human nature remains pretty much the same tliroughout the centuries, 
the conditions of life alter and every year adds to its conveniences. All along 
the past lie institutions and customs superseded and done with. In nothing, 
perhaps, does the nineteenth century contrast more strongly with the eighteentii 
than in the modes of travelling and the means of locomotion. 

Oast your eye over the railway time-table of to-day, and note how long it will 
take the Scotch express to run from London to Edinburgh, and for what sum 
one may travel by it, and then, to appreciate the result, turn over the pages of 
the Newcastle Courant of October 11th — 13th, 171 2^ and read an advertisement 
like the following : — 

* Edinburgh^ Berwick, Newcastle^ Durham, York and London Stage-Ooach 
begins on Monday the 13th of October, 1712. All tliat desire to pass from 
Edinburgh to London, or from London to Edinburgh, or any other Place on 
that Boad, let them Repair to Mr. John Baillie^a, at the Ooach and Horses at 
the Head of Cannongate, Edinburgh, every other Saturday ; or to the Black 
Swan, in Holboum, London every other Monday : At both which Places they 
may be Received in a Stage-Coach, which performs the whole Journey in 
Thirteen Days, without sny stoppage, (if God permit) having 80 Able Horses 
to perform the whole Stage : Each Passenger paying Four Pound Ten 
Shillings for the whole Journey, allowing each Passenger 20 Pound Weight, 
and all above to pay 6 Pence a Pound. The Ooach sets out at 6 a Olock in 
the Morning. 

Hen Harrison 
Robert Yorks 
Richard Speight 
Richard Croft.* 

In the Newcastle Courant of March 30th, 1754, the Stage Ooach was adver- 
tised to start from Mr. Parker's at the Turk's Head in Newcastle for London on 
Wednesday the 3rd of April, to go from Newcastle to York in 2 days, and from 
York to London in 4 days, and so back to Newcastle, the journey • Performed 
(if God permit) by Robert Birch, John Barnes and Thomas Bond.' 

As early as 1658 there started from the George Inn without Aldersgate, 
London, a stage coach every morning for Newcastle, the fare being £11. In 
1779 the pace must have been very much accelerated since 1754, for in the 
Newcastle Chronicle of January 9th, 1779, the ' Newcastle Post Ooach in Three 
Davs ', it is advertised, * sets out from Mr. Nelson's, the Bull and Post Bag in 
Newcastle every Day (Sundays excepted), carries 6 inside Passengers, 14 lbs of 
luggage being allowed to each Passenger and all above to pay 4^d per lb or in 
proportion to the miles they go.' The fare from Newcastle to London was 
£2 68. Od. 

Our country towns and villages miss the pleasnrable excitement which passed 
through their bounds when the n<ites of the post-horn were heard in the distance 
and the splendidly appointed stage coaches dashed up to the principal hostelries. 

So many picturesque features of last century have passed away. Gone are 
the watchmen, the bellmen, the chairmen and other familiar characters of our 
old streets. The town- waits, too, have disappeared with the " snows of yester- 
year ". 

THE WAITS AND BARBERS. 

In the public ceremonies of Morpeth, notably those connected with the holding 
of the Oourt Leet and Manor Oourt, the Town Waits, a piper and fiddler, were 
no unimportant functionaries ; clad in green coats and drab knee breeches, each 
bearing on his right arm a silver badge of the corporation arms, they took their 
places at the head of the stately procession. 
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The Newcastle Journal of May 19th, 1744, contaioB an advertisexnent for one 
of those persons : — 

* One of the Waits of Morpeth heing dead any person that can play well upon 
the Hautboy and Fiddle will on application to the Magistrates of Morpeth 
meet with encouragement. N.B. It is a place of considerable profit.* 

Last century when gentlemen wore pig-tails and wigs, and the brows of fair 
ladies were surmounted by a formidable head-gear, the barbers and hair-dressers 
were a large and indispensible body of tradesmen. To the fashionable world of 
Newcastle they boldly issued, through the medium of the Newcastle Journal of 
November 14th, 1778, the following manifesto : — 

* November 12th, 1778 
The Barbers and Hair Dressers 
Of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead 
most humbly and respectfully acquaint the public, that they have entered 
into articles of agreement, subjecting each individual to Penalties, who shall, 
by themselves, or their Servants, either shave or dress hair or wigs on 

Sundays ; and they beg leave to assure their 

customers and employers, that no want of due regard for them, nor want of 
inclination to oblige them, but purely religious and conscientious principles 
have led them into this measure ; 

DEBTORS AND SPECFLATOBS. 

Falling into debt was treated by our forefathers very much as a crime. The 
old practice of putting the defaulter into prison led to a great deal of unmerited 
hardship and was the cause of many abuses. Some of the most effective inci- 
dents in our old novels and plays are connected with the * sponging-house ' aud 
the * debtor's prison.' An Act was passed in the 54th year of George the Third's 
reign *for the relief of certain insolvent debtors in England' and, in the 
columns of the Tyne Mercury of January 4th, 1814, we find several persons 
confined in Morpeth gaol for debt, * Jacob Wood formerly of Oullercoats and 
late of North Shields flour-dealer ' William Hays late of North Shields master 
mariner ', and others, giving public notice that they intend to take the benefit of 
this statute. 

The habit of speculation was fostered by the Government, which, being in want 
of money, organized state lotterii-s (licensed by Act of Parliament ) which were 
advertised in all the papers of the country. When I mention that two of the prizes 
were of £20,000, two of £10,000, four of £5,000, ten of £2,000, and sixt^^en of 
£1,000, besides others smaller in amount, you will readily conceive what a 
demoralising effect this scheme must have had on all classes of society. It is 
curious to note that ' Hazard and Ooy. ', and * Richardson and Goodluck ', the 
latter firm ' remarkable for selling the most Capital Prizes ' were the names of 
London brokers advertising tickets in the Newcastle Journal of October 31st, 
1778. A singular coincidence if nothing more ! 

CIRCULATION OF BANK NOTES. 

An advertisement in the Newcastle Chronicle of March 16th, 1782, deals with 
a difficulty connected with paper money which we no longer experience : — 

♦ Cleveland, Yorks, February 16th, 1782. 
Whereas many Inconveniences have been experienced in this neighbourhood 
by the great Increase of Five Pounds and Five Guinea Notes made payable 
in London only, or otherwise by Drawers of such Notes themselves, at his 
and their usual Place of Residence only ; and which it is apprehended in 
some Measure contributes to lessen the Circulation of Cash in the Country, 
to the great Prejudice of the Commimity in general ; and many Persocs 
having expressed their earnest Wishes to prevent as far as may be in their 
Power, the Circulation of all such Notes, but what are made payable as well 
by the Drawers of such notes themselves, at his or their usual Place of Resi- 
dence, as in London ; aud as the most likely Means of doing so, have thought 
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proper to enter into an Agreement, engaging themselves not to accept any 
snch Not«8 in Payment, ( save such as are made payable as aforesaid, from 
and after the 1st Day of May next ) ; and have also thought proper to give 
this public Notice, that Duplicates of such Agreement, already signed by 
several respectable Persons, are now left in the Hands of Mr. Harrison, in 
Guisbrough, and Mr. Preston, in Stokesley : where all Persons who have not 
already signed the same, an^ are desirous to promote the said Plan, may have 
an Opportunity of signing such Agreement.' 

PREVALENCE OP SMALL-POX. 

While there is so much controversy to-day on the subject of vaccination, it is 
well to bring home to those who are opposed to it, the fact of the prevalence of 
the disease during last century before Jenner made his famous discovery. 

* Unless the reader has scanned the long list of villanons portraits exhibited 
by the ' Hue and Ory ' in the old papers of the last portion of the seventeenth 
and first portion of the eighteenth century', says Dr. Andrew Wynter*, * he can 
form but a faint conception of the ravages committed by the Small-pox upon 
the population. Every man seemed more or less to have been speckled with 
pockholes, and the race must have presented one moving mass of pits and 
scars.' 

Our local papers fully bear out the statement. On the evening of January 
11th, 1754, the gaol of Newcastle was broken open between 7 and 8 o'clock and 
four smugglers made their escape. Of these one was ' a little Pox-broken ', and 
another ' much pitted with the small-pox.' [Newcastle Journal January 19th, 
1754]. 

In August of the same year, it is announced that fourteen persons transported 
to some of his Majesty's plantations in America for seven years for petty 
larceny had returned. Of these, two men and two women are described as 

* mark'd with the small pox.' [Newcastle Journal August 10th, 1754] . 

These smugglers and thieves belonged to a class that was not very careful in 
sanitary matters, and it may be objected that the ravages of the small.pox were 
confined to the lower stratum of society. But this was not so. Persons in all 
ranks of life were scarred by it. In a large number of cases where an apprentice 
» Absented himself from his Master's Service ', or * Run from his Servitude ', 
he is described in the advertisements as bearing the disfiguring marks of the 
fell disease. For example, ' John Bawling Apprentice to John Mills, of Bishop 
Auckland, Shoemaker ' was ' a little pitted with the Small-pox '. [NewcastU 
ChronicU March 24th, 1764] . 

* An apprentice to Sea, William M'Crow of the town and parish of Beadale : 
near Embleton ' was * much pitted with the small-pox '. [Newcastle Journal 
October 31st, 1778] . 

Nor were the aristocracy exempt. On Thursday, December 24th, 1718, *Lord 
Lonsdale died of the small-pox at Sir William Bamsden's at Hatfield near 
Doncaster '. [Newcastle Courant December 28th— 30th, 17131 . The letters 
of the eighteenth century abound in references to the terrible disease. In April, 
1740, Mrs. Dounellan tells Miss Elizabeth Bobinson (afterwards Mrs. Montagu) 

* Lady Sunderland's daughter, Miss Sutton, a great favourite of mine, is fallen 
ill of the small poxf '. The following year Miss Robinson writes to Mrs. 
DoDnellau *all my happiness has been in hazard, even the life of my dear sister, 
who was attacked with the dangerous distemper, and that which of all others 
my fears have represented most formidable J '. In November, 1745, this lady, 
now Mrs. Montagu, informs the Bev. Mr. Freind that * Lord Suffolk's son, Mr. 
Thomas Howard, is recovering from the Small -pox§ '. 

* Cariosities of Literature.— Advertisements, 
f Mn. Montaga's Letter*, vol. 1, p. 106 : Ibid. p. 147. I Ibid. vol. 2, p. 42. 
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The practice of inoculation was introduced from Turkey into England in 
1721 chiefly through the exertions of the celehrated Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu. Her namesake, Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu, writing to the duchess of 
Portland in October, 1741 (?), informs her that * Inoculation has begun in West 
Kent about 20 miles from us with great success *, and there are many other 
references in her letters to this subject. In the Newcastle Journal of Marck 
20th, 1779, appeared the following announcement: — 

* Inoculation. 

The Small Pox being very fatal in this town and neighbourhood, and many 
people being deterred from Inoculation on account of the expence attending 
it, I do hereby offer to Inoculate and administer Medicines ( gratis ) to aU 
persons that make Application in Durham, or at the distance of six miles, 
from the date hereof to the first day of May. 

Elvet Durham, March 16th 1779 John James *. 

Inoculation, however, rather helped forward than checked the disease, and at 
the time that Jenner discovered vaccination (1796) it was more destructive than 
ever. Out of the half-dozen paragraphs in the * Hue and Ory * portion of the 
Newcoitle Courant of December 14th, 1799, three contain references to the 
loathsome disease. William Arras, late of Stella, a keelman, is described as * a 
little pitted with the small-pox ' ; William Towns, of Newcastle, as * a little 
mark'd with the small-pox ' ; and George Langstaff, late of Staindrop, as 

* rather mark'd with the small-pox 

MISCELLANEA. 

As we glance over the old advertisements, there are many little details that 
attract our attention — the opening of a * Coffee and Punch House at the end of 
the Broad Chair by Sarah Tyzack relict of the late Jona Tyzack ' [Newccutle 
Journal September 13th — 20th, 1766] ; the * Vine Pencils ' sold at the new 
printing office on the Side [ Newcastle Journal August 2nd — ^9th, 1766 ] ; 

* the theft of a Silver Pint Mug mark*d on the handles with the letters B:G:W: 
and a Mahogany Tea-chest containing 4 canisters and half a dozen gadroon- 
edged tea spoons mark'd as above, the Tea-chest very remarkable by its having 
Mouldings of brass round it and Brackets of the same * [ Newcastle Chronicle 
November 9th, 1782] ; the 'newly invented Iron Ovens by his Majesty's Patent 
granted unto Glanton and Clempson in Boronghbridge ' [ Newcastle Journal 
May 22ud — 29th, 1773 ] ; ' Likenesses in Profile for watch papers or to hang 
in frames ' [Newcastle Chronicle March 1st, 1783] ; etc., etc. 

The examples I have given in illustration of my contention that there was 
much antiquarian material in the old advertisement columns, and I might add 
much interesting matter for reflection and amusement, are not, perhaps, the 
best that might have been given had my researches in the files of the old 
Newcastle newspapers been conducted more systematically ; they were merely 
what I have selected from the shorthand jottings made in but too hurried a 
manner, while following quite another line of enquiry. 

As a practical outcome of my paper I have two suggestions to make : — 

(1) That an index be made of all the references to places and persons of note 
in the two northern counties which may be found in the files of newspapers on 
our shelves. If twenty or thirty members would each take a volume the thing 
could be done without much trouble, and the index would be most invaluable to 
all who are in t( rested in local history. 

(2) That when members come across anything relating to north country 
antiquities in the files of old newspapers, and also in rare books and among 
ancient documents, they should be invited to send it to the secretary who 
might devote a page per month of the Proceedings to such odds and ends of a 
antiquarian lore. What may be of little use to the finder, may be invaluable to 
others engaged in a different branch of archaeological research. 
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Tbe eighty-first anniversary meeting of the society was held in the library at 
the Castle, on Wednesday, the 31st day of January, 1894, the president, the 
Earl of Ravenswortli, being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Oonncil for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following ordinary members were proposed and declared duly elected, 
viz. : — 

i. John Thomas Carne, Amble, Acklington. 

ii. Hans Maa^, Percy Park, Tynemouth. 

iii. Alice M. RichardBou, (Mi8><), The Eflplanade, Sanderland. 

iv. William Teasdale Wilson, M.D., 8 Derweut Place, Newcaastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed upon the table : — 
Presen(8j for wliich thanks were voted : 

From prof. F. Siiuder of Stockholm, the editor : — *TheEdda\ in Swedish; a fine 
well printed book, with numeroas illuKtrations; large 4to., eloUi. Stockholm. 

From H. F. Morlaiid Simpson, rector o:' Abftrdeen grammar school, the 
editor : — * Miscellaneons papers connected with the Marqnis of Montrose and 
the Civil War, 1648-50, edited from original docoments' ; 8vo., cloth. Bdin., 1898 

On the motion of Mr. Heslop the special thanks of the society were voted to 
prof. Sander for his very fine book. 

ExcJianges — 

From the Kent Archaeological Society : — Ardmeologia Cantiana^ vol. xx; Svo., cloth. 
From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — 

i. ' Ninth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 1887*8,' by J. W. Powell, 
director. 8vo., cloth, pp. xlvi, 617, 8 pi. Washington, 1892 

ii. ' Bibliography of the Salishan Languages,* by J. C. Pilling. 8vo., pp. xiii, 86 

Washington, 1898 

From the Powysland Olub : — < Collections, Historical and Archaeological, relating to 
Montgomeryshire and its borderH,' vol. xxvii, ii (part liii). December, 1898 

From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — * Aarboger *, 
2 ser., vol. 8, part 4, Svo. Copenluigen 

Donations to the Museum, for which thanks were voted : — 

From the Rev. G. Rome Hall, F.S.A., V.P.:— 3 small plates of bronze of a 
Roman loriea^ linked together, discovered by himself in the dihris 
from the turret per lineam valli, on the opposite side westwards of 
the valley to the Mncklebank turret recently excavated by the society. 

Mr. Hall read an interesting paper on this object. 
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From J. C. Brooks, V.P. : — A magnificent and extremely Taloable collection 
of portraits and autograph letters, in twenty-six royal 8to. cases, 
including portraits and autographs of our soTereigns from Henry YII 
to Victoria (except Mary and Edward VI), most of the Anglican arch- 
bishops and bishops, all the bishops of Durham (except Pilkington, 
Barnes, Hutton and Montaigne), of Sir Godfrey Eneller, Hogarth, 
Pope and Wellington; of most of the presidents of the United States, 
inchiding that of General Washington, etc^ etc. 

Mr. Blair (secretary) read the following letter from Mr. Brooks, making the 
presentation : 

Dear Sir, 14 Lovaine Place, Newcastle, 30th January, 1894. 

I have decided to present to the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle, of 
which I am one of the vice-presidents, my large collection of portraits, auto- 
graphs, letters, etc. , the gatherings of a long life. They are all in alphabetical 
order, loosely mounted on royal 4to. sheets of cartridge paper, and are 
mostly contained in 26 wooden cases I should like the collection to be kept 
together and named the *Brooks Collection' and to be allowed to have the loan of 
all or any of the cases for the purpose of adding other portraits and autographs to 
them as they come into my hands. The only conditions I make with respect 
to the collection are, Ist, that when I have ceased to add to them every 
portrait and autograph be permanently and securely attached to its sheet, 
and that each case be well and strongly bound and lettered ou the back * The 
Brooks Collection of Portraits and Autographs,' vol. 1, etc. ; 2nd, that they 
are not allowed to go out of the possession of tlie society, except for the purpose 
of being bound, on any consideration whatever. Yours truly. 

To Mr. Robert Blair, one of the secretaries Juo. C. Brooks." 

of the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle. 

Mr. Philipson remarked that he had had the pleasure of going over niany of 
the cases containing the portraits and autographs with Mr. Brooks, and that 
they were most interesting and were so well arranged. He therefore moved a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Brooks for his valuable gift, and that the terms and 
conditions contained in the letter be agreed to. He had heard it said that the 
gift was worth about £1500. 

Mr. Welford, in seconding the motion, said he was able to confirm Mr. 
Philipsou's estimate of the value of Mr. Brooks's munificent gift. He had had 
frequent opportunities of examining the collection while enjoying Mr. Brooks's 
hospitality, and on one occasion he had asked that gentleman if the precaution 
had been taken of having the portraits and autographs insured ? Mr. Brooks 
replied in the negative, adding, ' I should have to cover them for £1000, at 
least.' Now, as that conversation occurred five or six years ago, and Mr. Brooks 
had been steadily adding to the collection ever since, he thought that the sum 
named by Mr. Philipson was not far beyond the mark. Undoubtedly this was 
the most valuable gift ever made to the Society. He hoped that care would be 
taken to have it properly insured. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

On the motion of Mr. Dendy, the question of insurance or the provision of a 
safe was left to the council for consideration. 

Exhibited : — 

By John Gibson, castle attendant: — Arranged in a glazed case, a horn book, the 
embossed leather back of another belonging to Mr. S. Burton, 
battledores, and several Newcastle and Alnwick early printed school 
books. 
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[Amongst them were a horn-book, the first * book * for children, so called from its 
being covered with horn to keep it nnsoiled, from the John Bell collection ; the 
embossed leather cover of another, found in Newcastle ; battledores, pieces-of 
cardboard on which were printed the abc, the Lords Prayer and a few short 
syllables, these superseded the horn book ; and the following school books : 

(i) A I NEW I Lottery Book | of | Birds & Beasts | for | CHILDREN 
To learn their Letters by | As soon as they can Speak | NEWCASTLE : 
Printed by T. Saint, for W. | Charnlby, 1771. 

(ii) The | new | PRECEPTOR, or young | Lady*b & Gentleman's, | true 
INSTRUCTOR in the RUDIMENTS | op the | English Tongue, 
containing I RULES for Pronunciation^ with LESSONS from One to 
Two I and more Syllables to elucidate them; methodically digested^ \ and 
adorned with Emblematical Outs to gain the \ attention of the Young of 
both SexeSf \ By R. KAY, | writing-master, and teacher of English 
GRAMMAR | NEWCASTLE. [Out of Newcastle arms, by Bewick] NEW- 
CASTLE : I Printed by and for M. Angus & Son, | Side ; | and for 
W. Oharnley, Groat- market, | 1801. [Outs by Bewick ; Kay's school 
was down Laidler's yard, in Pilgrim Street.] 

(iii) A new ENGLISH | SPELLING-BOOK, | or an easy introduction to 
SPELLING & READING | containing | A VARIETY OP FAMILIAR 
LESSONS I adapted to the capacity of youth. [Cut of a cock.] Alnwick : 
"W. Davison. 

(iv) Tom Thumb's | PLAY-BOOK ; | to* teach | CHILDREN THEIR 
LETTERS I BY A new and pleasant method. [Cut of beehives.] 
Ornamented with pictures. Alnwick : W. Davison.] 

By Thomas Allan : — The finely engraved membership card of the Newcastle 
Corinthian Society, founded January, 1820, and a MS. book of 
poetry, formerly belonging to a member of the same society. 
[Mr Allan has supplied the following notes : — In looking over William 
Oliver's poems, when preparing the volume of T3'neside Songs published two 
years ago, I first came across * The Corinthians.' Enough could be judged from 
the four pieces which were in the volume to show that the Corinthians were a 
club of tradesmen with a literary and social leaning. I became rather 
interested in the subject and made enquiries in likely quarters for further 
information, but could hear little until, by chance, speaking to a friend, Mr. 
W. H. Hastings, he recollected that his father, who some seventy years ago 
had carried on business as a tinsmith in the ' Close ', 'had been a Corinthian, 
and that he had a manuscript book left by him, in which were many pieces 
of poetry that had been delivered at the Corinthian meetings. This book 
he kindly lent to me, and from it and Oliver's poems the little that is known 
aboat the society has been gleaned. It is to be wished that more had been 
gathered, as, putting the gleanings together, much about the society is 
yet unknown. We know from the membership card, now exhibited, when 
the society was instituted, January 19th, 1820, but the questions, Who were 
the members ? What were their objects in meeting, and how often did they 
meet ? are yet unanswered ; or matters of opinion. The society appears to have 
had a short lecess in the height of summer, as in Oliver's volume there is a 
piece which he wrote for the closing of the season, on Whit-Monday, June 4th, 
1827, and perhaps as shewing his feelings to the society, a few lines may be 
quoted from it. Pride in the Corinthian name comes first : — 
" The name Ck>rinthiaD is a spell, 
A charm which ne'er can fail." 

And then follows : — 

" The hours of joy we've tasted here, 

While mirth around us played ; 
They to our memories shall be dear, 

Till 'neath the sod we're laid." 
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He has another piece on the re-opening of the season, in Augnstof the same year: 
and again on the closing on Whit-Tuesday, May, 1828, all eulogistic of the 
Society. Coming now to Mr. Hastings's hook, we have a fresh lot of names, or 
more correctly, initials, as he appeals to have pat to the pieces of .'poetry which 
took his fancy the initials, not the names, of the writers. In the old manuscript 
volume, which is now before the members, there are several fine pieces, but a 
little trouble has been expended in fitting names to some of the initials. We 
have here ' W. 0.,* William Oliver is easily put to that ; the same applies to 
the piece with the initials • W. G. T.,' which will mean William Gill Thompson, 
whom many willjrecall as a noted pressman of his day, and also as a contributor 
to the famous Fishers* Garlands, About Thompson this further may be 
added as binding the. past with the present, his widow, within a few months 
of her hundredth year, still survives. This noted Corinthian's piece, delivered 
April 30th, began : — 

" And though in diBsoIving no token of sorrow 

Looks dim on the moment that rends ns apart, 
'Tis the conseionsness glowing tnat soon dawns the morrow 

When meet we again in oar onion of hearts. 

Other initials in the book, as ' P. G.,' and ' D. H.' are less easily 
traced. Bell, the book collector, left a lot of scraps and cuttings con- 
nected with Robert Gilchrist, the local poet. Gilchrist wrote the famous 
' Amphitrite,' and other local songs ; and a Peter Galloway is mentioned as 
his literary friend : in all probability this Peter Galloway will be the • P. G. ' of 
Mr. Hastings's book. In the Northern John Bully a Newcastle nmgazine 
published in 1829, a David Hobkirk comes in for an unmerciful review. He 
had published a volume of poems, and political animus appears to have helped 
the critic in scalping him, as the Northern John Bullj like the London 
John L-uU, was strongly partizan. David Hobkirk who thus suffered was in 
all probability the * D. H.' of the Corinthians. Before leaving this somewhat 
hardly-treated Corinthian, a few lines of his delivered November 4th, 1831, on 
the death of a member may be quoted : — 

" Farewell, yet once again farewell to thee, 

The flowers we culled I treasure in my heart ; 
Thou didst not even say ' adieu ' to me 

When thou didst from the shores of time depart. 
And yet forgotten thou shalt never be. 

Nor with thy memory will I ever part.** 

The old Corinthians seem to have been proud of their name : Peter Galloway 
has a rather long piece in the old MS. book ; it is so fanciful that a few lines 
may be quoted. It begins : — 

" Within a haU of heavenly light, 

Far in the regions of the sky ; 
Grecian spirits, sparkling bright, 

Assembled — clad in majesty.*' 

The Grecian spirits are represented as carried back in thought to their former 
earthly home, and wondering if their memory survives ; finally, to test this, a 
spirit is despatched to earth and told — 

" Go search among the sons of men. 
And learn if any honour Greece." 

For this purpose, Asia, Africa, and America are visited, but visited in vain, no 
sound of old Corinth is heard there ; only when Tyneside is reached is he 
successful, and then as 

" He moves along old England's isle 

He hears a sweet Cobimthian strain, 
And, dallying o'er our heads awhile. 

Enraptured hears the sound again." 
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Before leaving the old book, perhaps a Terse by Oliyer in memory of one of his 
Corinthian friends who died young, may be quoted : — 

" Ck)rintb, a light hath left thee now, 
A gem that ne'er can be restored ; 

The danntlesB heart, the manly brow, 
Hath left this friendship-ciroled board.*' 
It may be added tliat there are several pieces of a similar character, in memory 
of deceased companions. Little as this sketch tells, yet for what there is I have 
to acknowledge several obligations. The editor of the Weekly Chronicle 
kindly inserted a letter asking for information which bronghtthe membership card 
now exhibited ; it was sent by Mr. William Angus, of London, a descendant of 
the old Angus printing family who over a hundred years ago were noted in 
Newcastle ; it also brought a letter from Mr. Humble, who told where the 
society met, the ** Old Nag's Head," Cloth Market ( the place of meeting had 
not been known before ), and also when the society came to an end, in 1841."] 

By the Rev. C. E. Adamson : — A letter, dated 14th December, 1818, address- 
ed by his grandfather, John Adamson, one of the first secretaries of 
the society, to James Gunman of Dover ( son-in-law of Edward 
Hussey Delaval, F.B.S., of Beaton Delaval and Doddington, who on 
being elected a member of the society, presented a sum of £40 to the 
funds) giving a short account of a tour on the continent. 

[The following is an extract from the letter dated from : — 

• Newcastle upon Tyne, 14 Deer 1818." 
"... We had a most pleasant tour & were absent about eleven weeks. 
We had a passage of 4^ hours after I left you and the change was very great 
on our arrival at the French side of the Channel. We remained in Calais 
that afternoiin & night to hire a carriage & proceeding through Amiens 
& Chantilly arrived in Paris to dine on the third day. Here we luckily 
found some friends particularly a post captain, one of our neighbours in the 
North, who, having been in Paris several weeks, knew what was to be seen 
& how to see it to most advantage. We therefore in six days saw 1 believe 
everything, besides Versailles, S* Cloud Ac Ac. We hired another carriage 
to take us to Geneva & got there on the fifth day, the road is tedious — the 
view from the mountains called the Jur& & which we passed over immedi- 
ately before getting to Geneva is superb. We were disappointed however 
with the town in which we did not stay but went on to Secheron where 
there is an excellent Inn. From Geneva we went to Lausanne & still 
further up the lake and so to Martigny where we saw the ravages of the place 
occasioned by the water breaking away. Martigny is a kind of headquarters 
from whence you go to Chamouny & the Great St Bernard and return to it. 
It swarms with mosquitos & 1 think we were more bit there than anywhere 
else. We went to the convent of the Great St Bernard & spent a very 
pleasant evening with the monks, it is a most splendid establishment & 
the gentlemanly manner of the monks rendered our stay quite delightful. 
There were six EngUsh there that night. In the morning we returned to 
Martigny & set off again next day for Chamouny where Mont Blanc & the 
Mer de Glace attract the notice of strangers. We staid there two days to see 
everything & ascended some very high mountains. We now came back by 
a different route & proceeded on our journey over the Simplon into Italy. 
The road is truly grand & it is not possible to describe it. In our way to 
Milan we saw the largest of the Italian lakes and went on it to see the islands 
which are mnch celebrated but the palaces on them are very trumpery things 
indeed. With Milan we were very much delighted & our stay of four days 
was made pleasant by Sr John Swinburne's Brother being Commandant of 
the Town. He is in the Austrian service & as we had letters to him he showed 
us every civility. We now turned ourselves homeward and came up the fine 
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pass of Bellenzoni & over the St Gothard having in oar way seen Comp & 
Lugano the other two Italian Lakes. We now saw all that was worthy of 
being visited in Switzerland and I think the lake of Lucerne struck us as being 
the most beautiful. Having seen the Mer de Glace the glacier of the Rhone 
& those at Grindelwald did not impress us much. In visiting the glacier of 
the Bhone you pass a high mountain called the Furca & the usual way is to 
cross another called the Grimsell, in doing this we nearly perished. The 
guides from the quantity of snow lost their way & we thought it wise to 
retreat after wading up to the middle several hours without finding the 
passage. Berne is deUghtfully situated & the country round it of the richest 
iSc finest description. We came next to Bchaffbausen and having purchased 
a carriage there set out on our road through Wirtemberg for Frai^ort. That 
part of Wirtemberg before you come to Stutgard is bad, afterwards very fine; 
saw the palace where our princess royal resides. Frankfort nothing to see. 
Went to Mayence, hired a vessel & came down the Bhine to Cologne in three 
days viewing and going ashore at the most remarkable places, I was dis- 
appointed in the current which I fancied would have been more rapid, the 
scenery is magnificent between St Goar & Ooblentz. From Cologne we came 
across to Aix la Chapelle but did not see the monarchs, firom thence to 
Brussels with which we were much pleased and then to Cambrai where we 
spent a few days with Sir Edd & Lady Blakeney. He commands the 7th 
Begiment & being with him we saw the army to great perfection. We now 
set out for Calais & had a passage over of 6 hours having been absent 10 
weeks & a half. Thus ended a most pleasant & I trust instructive expedi* 
tion and which I shall think of with pleasure as long as I live.'*] 

By Maberly Phillips : — A photographic copy of a portrait of John Contts, by 
Ramsay, in the possession of the baroness Burdett Contts, January 13, 
1894. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was decided to subscribe for * The 
Charters of Carlisle to be edited by Chancellor Ferguson, F.S.A., and printed 
by Thurnam & Suns of Carlisle. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 

Mr. Blair, one of the secretaries, read the following report of the Coimcil : — 
*' The Newcastle Society of Antiquaries has now completed the eighth decade of 
its existence. Though it has to lament the loss of many valued members by 
death during the past year, their place, as far as numbers go, has been more 
than filled by fresh accessions to its muster roll, which now numbers nearly 350 
honorary and ordinary members. 

The past year has been memorable to the archaeologists of our county for the 
publication of the first volume of the new County History of Northumberland, 
containing the history of Bamburgh and Btlford. The editor, or rather author, 
Mr. Edward Bateson, has fulfilled his task in a manner which has earned the 
applause of the least indulgent critics. It is earnestly to be hoped that the 
eleven remaining volumes may maintain the same high level which has been 
reached by the first. 

In connection with this subject we desire to point out to our members the 
yaluable work which may be done by them individually in connection with the 
several parishes in which they reside. Some valuable papers on parochial 
history have been read at our meetings during the past year. It is very desirable 
that steps should be taken to print the early Parish Registers of the two northern 
counties. In some districts, as we are informed, these are being published in 
the successive numbers of the Parish Magazines, an admirable plan, and one 
which will give a permanent value to publications otherwise of ephemeral 
interest. If efforts of this kind are continued, the labours of the county 
historian of the future will be greatly lightened. 
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It is also to bo desired that the attention of our local antiquaries shonld be 
called to the propriety of publishing without further delay an archaeological 
map of the two counties of Northumberland and Durham. This has been done 
fur the counties of Kent, Hertford, Oumberland, Westmoreland, and Lancashire 
north of the Sands, Surrey, and Lancashire, under the auspices of the London 
Society of Antiquaries, and it is eminently desirable that our own district, so 
rich in remains of pre-historic and historic antiquity, should not remain without 
a similar record. 

One of the most interesting events of the past year, from an archaeological 
point of yiew, has been the visit to our district of General von Sarwey, a 
member of the commission appointed by the Imperial Government of Germany 
to examine and report upon the Limes Imperii in Germany. The general has 
rightly felt that a comparison with similar works of the Romans in Britain 
would greatly ii^d him in his researches, and he has therefore visited both the 
Roman Wall in Northumberland and Cumberland and the Wall of Antoninus 
between the firths of Forth and Clyde. On both journeys he was accompanied 
by ' a' distinguished band of Oxford archaeologists, Messrs. Pelham, Mowat, 
Hogarth, ond Haverfield. All these gentlemen, while recognising the careful 
(tnd patient study which has been already given to the Roman Wall, especially 
by pur late venerated vice-president, Dr. Bruce, are earnest in their recom- 
ibendations that more should yet be done, and that the spade — that great 
revqaler of archaeological truths — should be more efficiently wielded. The 
history of Roman Britain has yet to be written, and for that history we must in 
Targe measure, depend on whnt we can find in the ground beneath our feet. The 
literary historians of the empire, little interested in the fortunes of our obscure 
forest-covered island, have left large spaces in our annals utterly blank. We 
are under inestimable obligations to Tacitus, to Dion Cassius, to the writers of 
the Augustan History, for what they have told us, but their recitals and the 
precious chapters relating to Britain in the Notitia Imperii do little more than 
excite our curiosity, and suggest all sorts of (Mroblems which they do not solve. 
For the solution of these problems we must depend on the inscribed stones 
which it was the habit of the Roman legionary to leave behind him wherever he 
was quartered. Much light has already been derived from these sources, but 
undoubtediy liiuch more yet remains undisclosed. The history of these early 
centuries of our country ptill remains to a large extent underground. Shall not 
we bear our part in bringing it forth to the day ? " 

The report was, on the motion of Mr. J. G. Fenwick, seconded by Mr. 
Dendy, received and adopted. 

Mr. Holmes (treasurer) then read his financial report for the year ending 
January 1894, as follows : — 

'* The number of ordinary members at the end of 1893 was 321, the additions 
during the year have amounted to 29, and the losses from death and other, 
causes 23. The total income from revenue has been £486 17s. Od., and the 
expeiiditure £455 5s. 6d., leaving a balance on the year of £31 lis. 7d. The 
tialance of revenue account carried forward to 1894 is £217 lis. 6d., and the 
capital account shews a balance of £45 18s. 3d., of which £42 18s. 5d. is 
invested in thfs 2| o/o Consols, the remainder being deposited in the Post Office 
Savings Bank. The receipts from members' subscriptions have been £320 5s. 
which is three guineas more than last year The receipts from the Castle and 
Black Gate have fallen off considerably as compared with previous years, in 
sympathy with the general dulness of trade, the total received from admissions 
beiDg £115 9s. 7d., against £135 Is. Id. in 1892 ; the expenditure, however, 
has somewhat decreased, so that there is a credit balance upon the two places of 
£2 lis. 6d. The printing of the Archdeologia Aeliana has cost £97 9s. lOd., 
against £121 lis. Od. last year ; and the Proceedings £39 18s. 6d. against 
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£31 Os. 6d. There has been a slight increase of £7 under the head of illastra- 
tions. The purchase and the sale of hooks have nearly balanced each other, 
the purchases having amounted to £50 3s. 7d. and the sales to £51 3s. 7d. 
The number of life members remains at three as previously." 

The same was, on the motion of Mr. Horatio A. Adamson, seconded by the 
Bev. G. Rome Hall, received and adopted. 



The following report of the Northumberland Excavation Committee was then 
read by Mr. Blair : — 

The Committee of the Northumberland Excavation Fund, in presenting the 
report of their first year's working, are not able to boast of any great discoveries, 
but they hope that their slender band of subscribers will feel that their scanty 
funds have been judiciously expended. 

The chief object pressed upon their attention by their correspondents at 
Oxford and elsewhere was the determination of the character and composition 
of the vallum which so mysteriously accompanies the Boman murus. In this 
earthwork two series of cuttings have been made, one about a quarter of a mile 
east of Heddon-on-the-Wall, and the other at Down Hill, a little to the east of 
Hunnum. 

By the former cuttings, owing to the fortunate presence of a seam of fire-clay 
(through which the fosse of the vallum was cut, and some portions of which 
were found both in the northern agger and the southern), it has been 
possible to determine satisfactorily the manner of disposing of the earth which 
was dug out of the trench. There were also found in the northern mounds at 
this place, near the ancient level of the sur&ce, two objects of considerable 
interest, one a bronze axe-head, socketed and looped, and the other a flint 
• scraper. These curious relics have suggested a question whether it is possible 

that the vallum can after all be a work of the pre-Boman period. 

The cuttings at Down Hill were made at the point where the vallum makes 
its remarkable curve of divergence from the line of the murus. The interesting 
feature in connection with these excavations has been the discovery of traces 
of a road running east and west seventeen feet wide. 

Is this road of Boman origin ? It has a clay foundation and consists of a 
sandstone pitching, similar to the bottom pitching of a modem macadamised 
road, but witliout any hard metal on the top. 

It has been traced irom the Carr Hill farm westward along the line of the 
Valium^ and between the ditch and the north agger. It keeps parallel with the 
vallum t which at this point is also parallel with the wall ; but where the vallum 
makes its identical deflection to the south-west the road continues in the 
straight line, and in order that it may do this a considerable length of the north 
agger has been removed to make way for it. 

After the road approaches Down Hill it makes an 3 curve and sweeps round 
the hill to avoid passing over the highest point. The vallum meanwhile keeps 
to the south flank of the hill. Of the sections generally it may be said that 
thoogh not much was found in the way of actual remains they have given us 
more accurate surveys of the exact original contour of the earthworks than 
anything that has yet been made. 

The committee hope that the antiquarian public will be sufficiently interested 
in the important questions relating to the history of Boman Britain which may 
be elucidated by researches of this kind to furnish them with funds for the 
excavation of at least one mile-castle and one camp in the ensuing season." 
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OFFICEK8, ETC., FOB 1894. 

The Chairman then declared the following persons dnly elected to the 
respective oflBces in ti-nus of Statnte V, which sets forth ** that if the namber 
of persons nominated for any <iffice he the same as the number elected, the 
person or persons so nominated shall be deemed elected, and shall be so declared 
by the chairman", viz. : — 
. ' President : The Earl of Ravensworth. 

12 Viee-Presidi-nts : Rev. Edward Hnssey Adamsou, Horatio Alfred Adamson, 
Cadwallader John Batis, John Crosse Brooks, Robert Richardson Dees, 
the Rev. William Greenwell, the Rev. George Rome Hall, William Hilton 
Dyer Longstaffe, John Philipson, the Rev. James Raine, Alexander Shannon 
Stevenson and William Woodman. 
2 Secretaries : Thomas Hodgkin and Robert Blair. 
Treasurer : Sheriton Holmes. 
Editor : Robert Blair. 

2 Ciu*ator8 : Richard Oliver Heslop ami Charles James Spenee. 
2 Auditors : John A. Dixon and Richard WiUiam Sisson. 
Librarian : Mattliew Ma«-key, jni:r. 

Council : The Rev. CuthU rt Edward Adamson, Frederick Walter Dendy, 
Dennis Embleton, M.D.. John Pattis<>n Gibson, John Vessey Gregory, 
Richard Oliver Heslop, Charh s Cleiunnt Hmlges, William Henry Knowles, 
Frank Marshall, Maberiy Phillips, Charles James Bpence and Richard 
Welford. 

AMKNDMENT OP STATUTES. 

Mr. Hodges move d i nrsiiant to notice : ** That the librarian be ex-officio « 
member of the council." 

The same, after biiug strcondcd by Mr. Blair, was put to the meeting and 
carried nem. con. 

Mr. Hodges then moved, pursuant to notice, that the following be added to 
Statute X. ** And that no pi. per he printed at the society's expense before it be 
read in whole or in ]<urt at a meeting ; and that no paper which has been printed 
elsewhere be read at any mi-eting unless it be first submitted to the council at a 
meeting of the council ; and that no paper which has been printed elsewhere be 
printed in the society's trans ictions except at the request of the council ; and 
the council shall issue to the members two illustraU d parts of Archaeologia 
Aeliaiia in each year, viz. : in the months of January and June in each year, 
such parts to be in addition to the monthly issue of the Proceedings, and the 
annual report, list of members, balance sheet and statutes." 

The same, after having been seconded hy Mr. J. P. Gibson, was put to the 
meeting, when the Chairman declared the motion carried, six having voted for 
and five against it. 

BOMAN INSCRIPTIONS, ETC , WALLSEND. 

Mr. Blair (secretary) reported that Mr. Arnott, the owner of the Roman altar 
discovered at Wallsend in 1892, had consented to sell it to the society ; and 
that it and the other sculptured stones which Mr. Harbottle and the other 
finders had presented to the society (see pp. 164-166), had been removed to the 
Black Gate museum. In addition to them, other fragmentary inscriptions had 
been discovered, and these also had been purchased by Mr. Spence, one of the 
curators, and removed at the same time. The altar has a loose, square 
moulded base. One of the inscriptions is to the god Mercury by the second 
cohort of Nerviaus, and has a well sculptured goat and the feet of a human 
figiu-e on the upper part, while below in an oblong sunk panel 10 ins. by 2| ins. 

is the inscriotion : deo . m . . d . . f . p . coh | rr ner ii pago | . . . . diobvm 

The pago. .diorum is like the pagus Condmstis n.ud pa gus Vellaus at Birrens 
(C.I.L. 1072 & 1073^. The other two fragments are portions of an altar: 

. . .VI I NEL I c p L PR • PR | XT ooH | lui . . .. * This secms to be Cornelius (or 

Cornelianm) perhaps a benejiciarim of the legatus Augusti pro praetore of the 
province '. 
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BOMAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM WALL8BND, 

In Black Gate Museam. 
(Abontone-eighth linear). 
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BOMAN INSCRIPTIONS, CARLISLE. 

The following letter from Chancellor Ferguson, F.8.A., describing the Boman 
inscriptions recently discovered near Carlisle, was taken as read. Photographs 
of the inscriptions were handed roaud : — 

♦* My dear Blair, Carlisle, January 30, 1894. 

Two now inscribed stones of Boman date have just been preseoted to Tullie 
House. The first is the top of a large slab, broken off through the fourth 
line of the inscription : it is 4 ft. 6i inches broad, by 17 inches at the deepest 
part.* The inscription is: deo marti ocelo et | nvmini imp » » » av [tied] o 
The missing word in the second line seems to have been purposely erased : 
more than one person has suggested alexandri, and the first two letters 
seem to be al. and the space would accommodate the word. The third line has 
been erased, or has perished : it is in a most tantalising condition ; in a good 
side light it seems legible, but is merely a series of confused marks. The 
fourth line is gone, except the tops of one or two letters which read dom. This 
stone was found a few days ago by Mr. Charles Dudson, in the Roman cemetery 
on the London Road, close to where the same gentleman found the stone com- 
memorating Flavins Antigonus Papias (Proc. p . There is no doubt about 
the letters so far as I have set them down, but there are no spaces between the 
words; it goes : deo martiocelo et ; there are no tied letters except av in avo. 
The second is a fragment of a disc, of about 8 inches diameter. It has carried 
a statuette, of which one foot, the right, alone remains, covered with a sandal 
or shoe of distinctly Roman type. On the edge of the fragment is part of a 
two line inscription : deo . cavii . i | archietvs The stops are triangles, 
point uppermost. The top is gone from the last three letters of the first line 
and at first I read it cavimi, but it is clearly cavii . i not cavimi. This stone 
was found many years ago in English Street, Carlisle, at a depth of 6 feet, 
and is now presented to Tullie House by Mr. Fawcett, whose father found it. 
A fine Roman aureus has been found recently near Drawdykes castle, having 

on the obverse ti avg, head to left ; reverse . . . .virtvs, a figure of Mars 

marching to right carrying a little victory. Yours truly. Rich. S. Ferguson." 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the president, on the motion 
of Mr. "Welford, which was carried by acclamation. 

* See preceding page. 



MISCELLANEA. 

A piece of Samian ware has been found in St. Stephen's churchyard, South 
Shields (which is not far to the west of the Roman station), bearing the potter's 
mark mascilu o. (Masrelli ofjicina). The sume name has been found at 
York (C.I.L, 1336 [666]). 




Racing Oat by Thomas Bewick— from the Newcastle Advertiser, Dec. 8th, 1796. 
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Tbe nsual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the Castle, 
Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 28th day of February, 1894, at seren o'clock in 
the evening, Mr. Horatio A. Adamson, a vice-president of the society, being in 
the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following ordinary members were proposed and declared duly elected, 
viz. : — 

i. William Boyd, North Honse, Longbenton. 

ii. Alfred Edward Ingledew, Percy Park, Tynemonth 

iii. Thomas Reed, King Street, South Shields. 

The following new books, et<5., were placed upon the table 
Presents, for which ihe thanks of the members were voted : 
From prof. F. Sander, Stockholm Edda eftmuDd den visea 8vo. 
From J . V. Gregory : — The Fifty-fourth Annual Report of the Deputy Keener of 

the Public Records ', 1873, 8vo., pp. 18. ^ ^ ^ 

From Edward 8. Morse : — 

i. * A Curious Aino Toy 8vo., pp. 7 ; & ii. • Latrines in the East pp. 18. 
From the writer, A. D. Weld French « Notes on the Surnames of Prancus 
Francis, French, &o., in Scotland, &o.', 8vo., cl., pp. 109. Boston, U.S.A., 1888. 
From Prof. Zangemeister, hon. member, Heidelberg: — 'Bericht flber die 

Th&tigkeit der Reichslimeskommission vom ende November ISSKi.' 
From the Soci6t6 d'Emulation d' Abbeville :— 

i. 'Bulletin', 2—4, 8to.; &, ii. 'Memoires', 4th ser., vol. n, pt. 2, 8vo. Abbeville, 1898. 
From Thomas Thome :— The • Codex Diplomaticus Anglo-Saxonum ', vol. n, 8vo. 

[ This volume, presented to the society many years ago by Mr. J, Hodgson 
Hinde, was purchased by the donor at the Longstaffe sale.] 

Exchanges — 

From the Brussels Archaeological Society :— i. 'Annales», vol. 8, pt. 1 (Jan. 1/94), ft 

ii. ' Annuaire 1894 ', vol. v, 8vo. Brusse'ls. 
From the Cambrian Archaeological Association : — < Arohaeologia Cambrensis' 

6th Ser., No. 41 (Jan. 94). ' 
From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society : — « List of Members, May 17, 1898', etc., 

ete. ; 8vo. p. 40. Cambridge, 1898. 

From the Royal Irish Academy : — 

L ' Proceedings Srd Ser., vol. in. No. 1 (Dec. 1898), 8vo. Dublin, 1898. 

iL < Transactions vol. xxx, pts. v— x, 4to. (May, Oct., Nov., Deo., 1898). 1898. 
From the Derbyshire Archaeological and Natural History Society : — 

Their < Journal vol. xvi, 1894, 8vo., plates. 
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From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — 

i. * Memoires new ser., 1892, 8to. ; & ii. 'Aarboger " 2nd Ser., vol. 8, part 8, 8vo. 

Copenhagen. 

From the Shropshire Archaeological and Natural History Society : — 
' Transactions % 2nd Ser., yol. n, pt. i, ttvo., 1894. 

Purchase — 

The ' Jahrbnoh ' of the Imperial German Archaaologieal Institute, vol. 8, pt. iv. 

The editor placed on the table part 43 of the Archaeologia Aeliana (vol. xvi, 
ii), which is ready for issue to members whose subscriptioDS are paid for the 
current year. 

Mr. Welford exhibited a probate copy of the Will of Edward Heslopp of South 
Shields, dated July 8, 1689, and read the preamble, which, he pointed out, was 
of a somewhat unusual character : 

i(|0U0^« of mn <lt^c»{tt0* I»{n0 often upon tnti Spirit 
and how soone or in what manner God will hare me to put of my tabernacle 
I know not but am expecting A Sumons to that work, and least my worldly 
affaires should the[n] trouble me, I thought good to put them in order 
beforehand being very confident I shall have noe cause to make alteracon or 
chainge of any thing I have ordered or sett down in this writeinge. I Edward 
Heslopp of South Sheelds in the County of Durham being (through the mercy 
of God) all this time in health of minde & body doe make this my last will 
in manner <& forme following. Fibst I doe freely & willingly give & resigne 
my Soule to God my Maker who I am well assured hath accepted it in Christ 
Jesus his dearly beloved & mine. My body I give to the Earth from whence 
it was taken & to be bnryed where my executor pleases. And for my personall 
Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to indow me I doe hereby dispose thereof 
as followeth. ffirst I give Legate & bequeath unto my cousin Elizabeth 
Coatesworth wife of Michael Cotesworth of South Sheels in the County 
abovesd for her n'rall Life all my Moyety or halfe of the two panns now in 
possession of ye said Michael boundering upon Lewin ffirost on the East & ye 
said Michael on y^ west with houses, Gamers & all materialls unto the said 
Moyety belonging and after her death to her eldest son John Cotesworth. 
AiiSOE I give and bequeath unto ye said John Cotesworth one Eighth part of 
the Shipp ffortune whereof he the said John is now Master with an eight 
part of the Stock and all other Materialls unto the said part belonging. Alsoe 
I give him my horse. Itm I give to Caleb Cotesworth, William Cotesworth, 
Charles Cotesworth & Michaell Cotesworth Sons of Michaell & Elizabeth 
Cotesworth all the other parts of Shipps whereof I am owner with ye Stocks and 
all other the Materialls unto ye said parties belonging to be equally divided 
amongst them. Itm I give & bequeath to Elizabeth Cotesworth daughter of 
the abovesd Michaell A Box, A Cabbinet covered with read Leather which is 
in my great Truuck in my Closet with all that is in the said Box or Cabbinet. 
Itm I give and bequeath to Edward Cotesworth of London Apothecary Son of 
ye sd. Michael ye little Trunck in my Closet with all yt is in ye sd Trunck. 
Itm I give to ye poor of ye parish where I shall be buryed the Sume of five 
pounds. All ye rest of my Goods & Chattels, Rents, debts & profitts that 
shall be due att the day of my death 1 doe give & bequeath to Michael 
Cotesworth Sen^ abovenamed he paying & dischargeing out of ye same my 
ffunerall Expences. And I doe hereby ordaine & make my said Cousin 
Michael Cotesworth Sole Executor of this my last Will & Testament In 
Witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand & Seale this Eight day of 
July Sixteen hundred eighty nine Signed & sealed in prsence of us Tho : 
Liddell, Cuthbert Stokoe, Mary Gill. Edward Heslopp 

[Probate follows signed by * Gab : Newhouse, Reg'rarius'] . 
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Mr. Welford exhibited also a petition to the king in chancery from the con- 
sistorial court of Durham relating to the contumacy, after excommunication, of 
John Smith, a parishioner of St. Nicholas's, Newcastle, in 1750. He explained 
that under the old ecclesiastical laws, whenever an offender defied the authority 
of the court, the civil law stepped in, permitted the bishop of the diocese to 
certify his contempt to the sovereign in the court of chancery, and thereupon a 
writ was issued commanding the sheriff of the county in which the culprit 
resided to apprehend him and commit him to prison until he had purged him- 
self of his contempt. The following is a copy of the document : — 

To our most Serene Prince and Sovereign Lord George 
the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith and so forth We Richard Ohandleb Master of Arts 
Vicar General and Official principal lawfully Constituted of the Right Reverend 
Father in God Joseph by Divine providence Lord Bishop of Durham with All 
Duty Submission and Obedience Due to so Illustrious a Prince Greeting 
and wish prosperity Here and Hereafter in Him by whom Kings reign and 
Princes bear Rule We Do with all humble obedience (the said Right Reverend 
Father being out of his Diocese) Hereby Siqnifte and make known to Tour 
Royal Majestj that the WorshipfuU William Pie Batchelor of Laws Surrogate 
to Us the said Richard Chandler Vicar General and Official principal aforesaid 
of our Consistorial and Episcopal Court of Durham lawfully appointed Rightly 
and Duly proceeding in a certain Cause or Business of Divorce or Separation 
from Bed and Board by Reason of Cruelty and Merely Spiritual Depending 
in Judgement Before him between Susannah Smith (Wife of John Smith) of 
the parish of St Nicholas within the Town and County of Newcastle upon 
Tyne and Diocese of Durham the party promoting the said Cause or Business 
of the one part and the said John Smith the pf^y against whom the said 
Cause or Business is promoted on the other Part Did at the petition of the 
proctor of the said Susannah Smith pronounce the said John Smith (by 
Reason of not paying, or causing to be paid unto the said Susannah Smith 
his Wife or her proctor for her IFse as well the Sum of Four Shillings and 
Eight pence of lawfull money of Great Britain for every Week from the Day 
of the primary Citation (to wit) from the Sixteenth Day of July in the Year 
1743 to the Seventeenth Day of May 1745, being a Year and Ten Months, or 
rather Ninety and Six Weeks for Alimony by Us Decreed to the said Susannah 
Smith in a certain Cause moved by the said Susannah against the said John 
Smith for a Divorce or Separation from Bed and Board by Reason of Cruelty 
and yet depending between them as also the sum of five pounds of Like 
lawfull money for the Costs of the said Susannah Smith made and by Us 
Taxed in the said Cause together with the Fee of the Monition) Contumacious, 
and upon such his Contumacy Hath Decreed him to be Excommunicated, 
and that He hath by our Authority Ordinary and Episcopal been publickly 
and Openly Denounced Excommunicate in the Face of the Church by a 
Presbyter Lawfully Authorized in that Behalf whilst the Greater part of the 
Congregation were Present to hear Divine Service and Under this Sentence 
of Excommunication for flforty Days and More since the publishing thereof 
through an Obstinate and Incorrigible Disposition, Stood, and doth stand in 
Contempt of your Majesty's Authority and Jurisdiction Ecclesiastical to the 
great prejudice of his Soul's Health and the pernicious Example of other good 
Christians And Whereas the Ecclesiastical Laws have no further power 
in this Behalf We Therefore Humbly supplicate and Beseech Your 
Majesty in Order to Reform the Contumacy and Contempt of the said John 
Smith so Excommunicate as aforesaid that Your Majesty wou'd Vouchsafe to 
be Graciously pleased pursuant to the Laws and Laudable Customs and 
Statutes of this Realm, to Extend Your Royal Aid and Command to Your 
Secular Officers to Take and Imprison the Body of the said John Smith, 
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that they whom the fear of God will not reclaim from their Evil Ways Your 
Majesty's Observance may force and Oompell, and may the Almighty long 
preserve Your Majesty to the well goyerning of Your people In Testimony 
whereof we have Caused the Seal of our said Oonsistorial and Episcopal Court 
of Durham to be affixed to those presents. Dated the Eighth Day of ffebruary 
in the Year of our Lord (according to the Computation of the Church of 
England) One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty 

Ralph Trotter 
Wm Pye Surrogate Register. 
Salkeld Hutchinson Proctor. 

Mr. Hodges exhibited a drawing of the so-called Fenwick sallad in Hexham 
priory church, and alluded to the fiact that it was customary at one time to hang 
armour, after the death of knights, in the churches. There were, however, bo 
few examples remaining in our northern counties that he had drawn the sallad, 
and brought the drawing to that meeting. The sallad was the helmet, which 
followed the round form of the bascinet or casque about the beginning of the 
fourteenth century. It was first introduced from Germany, and remained in 
use until the adoption of the style peculiar to the time of the Common- 
wealth. That particular sallad was said to have belonged to Sir John Fenwick, 
who was killed on the field of Marston Moor in 1644. It had a hole in the 
crown upon the left side, and the skull, which was formerly preserved in the 
Manor House as that of the famous Sir John, had a hole in it which identically 
corresponded with that in the iron. It was not, however, likely that a knight 
of such standing would go to battle with a headpiece about 150 years out of 
date, and the natural conclusion therefore was that, though the helmet belonged 
to the preserved skull, that skull was only attributed to Sir John Fenwick by a 
modem tradition. 

Mr. Gibson, the castle attendant, placed on the table a helmet from the 
society's collection of armour which had always been described as Sir John 
Fenwick's. 

Mr. Blair ( one of the secretaries ) read * Notes on a forgotten reference to 
Roman Mile Castles ' by Cadwallader J. Bates, M.A., for which the thanks of 
the members were voted. 

The following extract from a letter, addressed by the Rev. W. Stuart White, 
vicar of Esh, to Mr. Heslop, was read : — 

** I write to ask whether you think it possible for the Newcastle Society of 
Antiquaries to start a * Register Section ' at an additional subscription, and 
thus do in a satisfactory manner what their circular suggests to Uie various 
parochial incumbents ? My knowledge of register work is not very deep, but 
I have edited one volume for the Lancashire and Cheshire Record Society 
(Leyland Registers), and am acquainted with the works of the Harleiau 
Society, &c. The recommendation to publish as a' part of the parish magaz- 
ine would scarcely prove to be satisfactory, for such printing is always done 
at the least possible cost, and on inferior paper, and is seldom without a great 
many errors. Probably the young hands and inferior workmen are set on to 
this unremunerative printing, and one rarely secures an issue vrithout 
mistakes — even after the proof has been carefully gone through. If such a 
* Register Section ' were founded, I would gladly offer my MS. of Esh register 
1567-1700, Ac, as an instalment. There are not many names of interest, 
but the Smythes of Acton Bumell and Esh, the Bradshaws of Bradshaw, 
CO. Lancaster, Hall of Flass and Standish, co. Lancaster, come in. Bulmer, 
Clayton, Batmanson are of less importance. My Leyland experience would 
enable me to see it safely through the press. If I could secure permission I 
would gladly do Lanchester, Ebchester and Medomsley. I am inclined to 
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think that the magazine way of getting the registers printed is worse than 
letting them alone. Accuracy is all important and you will scarcely get 
that." 

It was resolved to accept Mr. White's generous offer to place a transcript of 
the Esh register at the disposal of the society and to see it through the press. 
The thanks of members were voted to him. 

The council reported that they had had the question of the desirability of 
printing parish registers as a supplement to the monthly issue of the 
Proceedings, such supplement to consist of not more than four pages and to be 
separately paged. This they recommended to the society for trial for a period of 
twelve months. 

The recommendation of the Council was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. J. P. Gibson then delivered his address ♦ On the Roman Military Organ- 
isation and the Romans' Daily Life in Northumberland '. Many of the illus- 
trations shewn were obtained from two of the most valuable Rroman military 
records of the second century, the triumphal columns of Trajan and Antoninus 
at Rome, which furnish us with actual contemporary representations of the 
armour, weapons, and modes of attack of the Romans of that period, and 
elucidate many points connected with the building, entrenching, and fortifying 
of their camps and stations. One specially interesting illustration is that of 
the bridge across the Danube built by Trajan, which seems probably to have 
been of the same design as that of which the land abutment and the water piers 
still exist on the North Tyne near Chollerford. Many things may also be learnt 
from them of the barbarians opposed to the Roman armies. The oldest pictorial 
representation that Mr. Gibson knew of in Europe of lake dwellings, is that 
of the Dacian pile dwellings on the Trajan column of which he shewed a 
photograph. They are specially identified as Dacian by the dragon standard 
floating over one of them. 

Mr. Gibson said : In order to understand the Roman occupation of the North 
of England, it was needful to know something of the military organization of the 
Romans. This was not at all difficult, as up to very recent times when she had 
taken the German army as a model for her organization and discipline, England 
had closely copied the Roman system. The division represented the consular 
army; the brigade, the legion ; the battalion, the cohort; and the company, the 
century. The number, rank, and duties of the officers were similar, even the 
modem quarter-master having his antetype in the prefectus castrorum. In 
actual combat — scouts, fighting line, supports, and reserves, take exactly the 
place of veliteSy hastati, principes and pilarii. Guns of position represent the 
onagri^ catapuHae and balistae of the Roman forts ; and our field and machine 
guns replace the two-horse field balistae of which I show you examples. The 
Roman soldier adjusting one of them for the discharge of two javelins is repre- 
sented exactly in the attitude of a modern artilleryman sighting his gun. 
England at the present time holds India in exactly a similar fashion to that 
in which the Romans, acting on their well-known principle divide et impera, 
held Britain, and there is strong evidence that the outlying posts along the line 
of the Roman Wall were held in times of peace at least by auxilliary cohorts, 
recruited from all parts of the empire, whilst the great bulk of the legionaiy 
soldiers occupied the great garrison towns of York, Chester and Caerleon, which 
were respectively the head- quarters of the sixth, twentieth and second legions. 
They remained in permanent occupation of Britain during the greater part of 
the time the Romans held sway, the second legion coming with the invasion of 
Claudius, and leaving only on the final termination of the Roman occupation in 
the early portion of the fifth century. 

Mr. Gibson then proceeded to show photographs of numerous objects found 
along the line of the Wall, explaining and illustrating the daily life of the Roman 
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soldier in peace and war, and concluded by showing that up to the middle 
of the present century very little advance had been made in military organization, 
and that in matters of sanitation up to that time we had considerably retrograded 
instead of advancing. 

Mr. Gibson, the castle attendant, placed on the table two handles of amphorae 
which have been in the possession of the society for many years. They are 
supposed to have come from Bisingham ; one bears the inscription po lobicei, 
and the other avavs, the ay being tied. 



MISCELLANEA. 

The following appears in Notes dt Querie$ of the 20 Jannai^ ^8th S. V., p. 47) : — 
Miss Jane Porter (1776-1850) Bomancist. An inscription on a tombstone 
in St. Oswald's Churchyard, Durham, records the death, on Sept. 8, 1779, in 
his forty-fifth year, of her father, William Porter, for twenty-three years surgeon 
to the Inniskilling Regiment of Dragoons. His widow, Jane Porter, daughter 
of Peter Blenkinsopp, ' a member of Durham Cathedral for sixty-five years,' and 
mother to Wm. Ogilvie Porter, M.D. (1774-1850) surgeon in the Boyal Navy; 
of Sir Bobert Ker Porter (1777-1842) and of Jane and Anna Maria Porter (1780- 
1832) died June 18, 1831, aged eighty-six, and lies interred in Esher Church- 
yard, CO. Surrey." 



The following is an extract from a letter of the Rev. E. J. Taylor, F.S.A., 
relating to the discoveries at Hartlepool church (p. 20) : — 

** Dr. Anderson says : — ' From the earliest times the ship was a common 
and popular symbol of Christian monumental art. Originally the ship repre- 
sented the church sailing heavenward. Sometimes the symbolic ship was 
freighted with the four evangelists, and the Saviour at the helm. In course of 
time the ship assumed an allegorical significance in relerence to the voyage 
of life '. Some are to be found in Scotland, and Mr. Yaillant informs me 
there is one in the museum of Boulogne-sur-mer. The second grave 
cover, (facing p. 21), which is that of a child, has incised on the 
right side what appears to be a bottle. This I believe to represent a vessel 
which contained the chrisma or holy oil, and would signify that the deceased 
before death had received the holy unction. This sacred rite was performed 
in the Anglican church down to 1542. It may represent a burse, or purse, 
such as may be seen on ancient pictures." 



In the British Archaeological Association Journal ( vol. xlix, iv ) Mr. J. 
Park Harrison writes *0n a Saxon Picture in an early MS. at Cambridge.' The 
MS. is a copy of Bede's Life of St. Cuthherty in Corpus Christi library, of tenth 
century date. The frontispiece represents a king, probably Ecgfrith of North- 
umbria, standing in a respectful attitude before St. Cuthbert at the entrance of 
a lofty church ; this church, whose architecture is carefully discussed, Mr. Park 
Harrison believes to be the wooden building erected at Lindisfarne by Finian 
* in the Scottish manner ' ". Antiquary xxix, 128. 



Potters* names, graffiti^ &c., discovered at Cilumum between November, 
1893, and March, 1894 

ADVO[CISI] (on figured Samian ware), fc^M-j^Cl^ , CALAVA F 

CIISIANI, ^JlR//I/LI m, mv/, patbici m, titti m, /vndi, /ni m, 

/IM, /DFE. 
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(one fourth linear, rm p. 140). (aboat one eighth). 

IN TULLIB HOUSE MUSEUM, CARLISLE. 




{on mortarium) Pottbbs' Mabks (one half linear). (on iiiortori«iii),i, 




Qraffiti on Samian ware.(all one half linear). 
CHESTEBS (see oppoRite page). 




(on mortarium) (on amphora handle) 

PoTTEK's Marks fbom Bisinohah {KalntaneiiM) (one half linear), 
(see opposite page). 
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The nsual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the Oastle, 
Newcastle, on Wednesday, &e 28th day of March, 1894, at seven o'clock in 
the evening, the Rev. Wm. Greenwell, D.C.L., a vice-president of the society, 
being in the chair. 

Several accounts recommended by the council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following obdinaby membebs were proposed and declared dnly elected, 
viz. : — 

i. Stuart Frederick Bates, 20 Collingwood Street, Newcastle-npon-Tyne. 

ii. John Stephenson Bobson of Snnnilaw, Claremont Gardens, Newcastle. 

iii. A. F. Toovey, 2 Clifton Terrace, Forest Hall, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed upon the table : — 
Presents^ for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From R. Oliver Heslop, the author Northumberland Words », vol. n, pt. i. 

* Ga ' to * Mon », 8vo., 1898. 

From major general Sir William Orossman : — « Proceedings of the Berwiolcshire 
Club 1874-77, 8vo., i bound. 

Exchanges — 

From the Society of Antiquaries of London : — (i) » Aichaeologia », vol. 62, pt. ii ; 

and (ii) ' Proceedings *, 2nd ser., vol. xrv, pt. iv. 
From the Yorkshire Archaeolo^cal Society : — Their * Journal vol. xux, 1894. 
From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen : — • Aarboger *, 

2nd ser., vol. 9, pt. i. 

From the Heidelberg Philosophical Society : — < Heidelberger Jahrbficher ' for 
year 1898, pt. i, 8vo. 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — < Annual Report for 
1891 ', 8to., d. Washington, 1898. 

From Prof. Zangemeister, hon. member, Heidelberg: — 'limesblau', Nos. 
7—9, 8ro., 1894. 

Purchase — 

* The Guisbro' Chartolary * (Surtees Society Publications) vol. n, 8vo., 1891. 

Donations to the Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
voted to the donor : — 

From Dr. Hodgkin (secretary) : — 

i. * An Italian sword, 22 inches long, of the type named * anelaoe *. It 
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was found about fifteen years ago near Sasso Ferrato in Umbria. 
This place is near Sentinum, which is by some made the scene of a 
great battle with the Gaols, B.C. 295 ( see Italy and her Invaders^ 
IV, 727). The sword, however, is of the fifteenth centnry.' 
ii. A fine globolar glass vessel 8 inches high, 6| in dia. at mouth, firom 
Aquileia, containing fragments of bone and lead. 



The following paper on ' The Limet Germanicus ; discoveries in Germany as 
to the maoner of marking the Roman boundary,* by Dr. Hodgkin, secretary, 
was read by Mr. Blair, secretary : — 

** Wheo .I had the privilege, thirteen years ago, of visiting the Roman camp 
at Saalburg in company with Mr. Jacobi, he told me, as I well remember, that 
in his view the Pfahlgraben was erected by no means solely as a military work 
bat also as a civil boundary. We are all of us too apt, when we are studying 
the vestiges of the Roman legionary, whether in our own country or on the 
continent, to think of war as the normal condition of affairs on the frontier of 
the empire. Sharp and desperate struggles of course there were, over and over 
again, between Rome and her barbarian neighbours, but there were also long 
intervals of peace, during which the barbarian brought his cattle into the 
Roman camp for sale, and sometimes the Syrian or Jewish merchant, venturing 
forth beyond the protection of the Wall, carried his curious wares into the 
German or British pagi that lay nearest to the frontier, and tried, not always 
in vain, to prevail upon the child-like barbarians to become his customers. 
During these long years of peace it was of the utmost importance that there 
should be no doubt as to the frontier line between Romania and Barbaricum. 
If cattle had been stolen or a too venturous traveller murdered, the first question, 
doubtless, that was raised by the Roman officer sent to enquire into the matter, 
would be, * On which side of the Limes was the evil deed wrought ? ' If on the 
barbarian side he was at liberty to take no further notice of the affair, but if on 
the Roman side, probably nothing less than the forfeited life of the offender 
would be accepted as sufficient sacrifice to the violated majesty of Rome. Such 
was the theory as to the peaceful uses of the Limes which was explained to me 
by Mr. Jacobi among the mounds and fosses of the Saalburg. It has been 
reserved for him to take a leading part in the interesting discovery which has 
proved this theory to be true and has brought before the eyes of the men of 
to-day the actual boundary stones of the empire of Trajan. 

I will here translate a few paragraphs from the report of the * Limes- 
commission ' for 1892-3, prepared by the archaeological director Hettner : — 

' Seventy years ago Franz Anton Mayer called attention to a trench running 
along in front of the Rbaetian Wall, and Ohlenscblager in 1887 confirmed this 
observation and added as a possible explanation the suggestion that this trench 
was either the survival of the first provisional boundary, or the line of demarca- 
tion which the Germans were not allowed to overpass without the consent of the 
Romans. Moreover for the German Limes a trench running parallel with the 
fosse of the Lim£8 and filled with black earth had been shown to exist by 
Wolff-Dahm in 1885. But these observations were to some extent called in 
question and were not generalized as one would desire. This year a member 
of the Commission, privy councillor Soldan has published his discovery that in 
the higher Taunus range, between Preussen-schanze and Klingenkopf, the 
trench is often visible, just in the same way in which Mayer described it in 
Rhaetia. An inspection of the Bavarian section convinced Soldan and his 
companions, lieutenant general von Sarwey and general Popp, of the correctness 
of Mayer*s description. Sarwey, who had just returned from a tour along the 
Wall of Hadrian in England, in which he had explained the fosse situated on 
the southern side of that work as the original marking of the frontier, explained 
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the Rhaetian and Upper G-erman trench in the same way. But a most important 
elucidation was afforded by the investigation which was undertaken by Mr. 
Jacobi in his section in the Taunus mountains. In the course of his careful 
excavation of this trench, he found, partly in the line of the trench, partly in its 
immediate neighbourhood, several feet under the surface, a row of stones, some- 
times continuous, sometimes interrupted, and under the stones, occurring with 
more or less frequency, sherds of the ordinary (Roman) pottery or sigillata^ 
fragments of tiles and mill-stones, rounded flints, such as are not found in this 
mountain ranp;e, bits of sandt^tone, of quartzite crystal, slates, ruddle earth, all 
foreign to the Taunus ; and moreover iron nails, and little bits of iron, with 
charred wood and ashes. The potsherds put the Roman origin of this work 
beyond a doubt, and its importance was at once reco<^ized by Jacobi. Such 
an arrangement of stones in a trench many miles long could have had no 
other aim than the marking of the boundary. The additional objects which 
were found under the stones were the secret marks of which the Roman agri- 
mensores make frequent mention.' 

So far the director of the Commission. In order to make my further remarks 
quite clear I had better explain that there are two lines of demarcation here 
spoken of, the relation of which to one another will be at once understood by a 
reference to the plate I, figs, i and vii of Limesblatt ( see preceding page ). 

(1) The ' trench * as I have called it. General von Sarwey calls it * a small 
fosse ', which I would rather describe as a furrow. This is the Grdbchen 
spoken of in the papers on the subject and sometimes called the Soldanches 
Ordbchen after its discoverer Mr. Soldan. This trench, as above stated, had 
been noticed by good old pfarrer Mayer in his pilgrimage along the Bavarian 
part of the Wall some seventy years ago, and I have extracted his remarks 
about it in my article on the Pfahlgraben (Arch. Ael. vol. ix, p. 82). 

For part of the distance between Altmannstein and Eiplenberg the Wall is 
no longer traceable, but wherever it is visible it has a companion, namely a 
fosse (' graben'), which is dug at 17 paces on the north side of the Wall and 
which accompanies its course with the greatest regularity. East of Altmann- 
stein and west of Eiplenberg this fosse cannot be traced. 

The interesting point about Mr. Soldan's researches is that this little trench 
which old pfarrer Mayer noticed in Bavaria ( in the Rhaetian Limes ), he has 
discovered also in Mount Taunus (in the Germanian Limes) ^ at a distance of 
something like 300 miles from the other point of observation. 

(2) ' Soldan's trench ' is visible on the surface, but the other line, the 

* Aussteinung * or what we may call * Jacobi's stone-work boundary ' lies from 
one to two feet below the siuface and can only be discovered by digging. At 
least the depth which I have indicated is that of the bottom of the trench ; 
the stones filled in rise to a varying hei(^t, sometimes a few inches below the 
present surface, sometimes only just covered by the sod,* sometimes a full 
yard below it. The * trench ' is, as will be seen from the diagram, not im- 
mediately over the ' stone-work,' nor does it appear to have any necessary 
connection with it, though it happened to be the clue which guided Mr. Jacobi 
to the discovery of the subterranean boimdary. In fact, we may now dismiss 

* Soldan's trench ' from notice altogether, only remarking that there are two 
theories to account for its existence. Mr. Soldan (so general von Sarwey 
informs me ) thinks that it is caused by the sinking of the earth over the 
subterranean boundary, while Mr. Jacobi, with greater probability,' argues 
that it is a medieval work used to mark the boundary betweeen I^aBsau and 
Homburg, which at this place coincided with the line of the Roman Limes, 
It is interesting to learn that in many places where all traces of the Limes 

above ground have entirely disappeared, the subterranean stone-work can still 
be traced. Thus for instance near the Saalburg where the Wall was removed 

* This seeniH to be the case at EieshQbel (see Ar. n of preceding page). 
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at the beginning of this century in order to make way for a new high-road, 
a proceeding which reminds us of the destruction wrought by our general Wade, 
the stone-work is still discoverable below it. This ' stone-work ' has been found 
not only in the region of the Taunus where Mr. Jacobi has been working. 
Stimulated by his example Mr. Loeschche of Bonn has also examined the Limes 
near Oberbieber on the Rhine and there also has found similar phenomena but 
with some characteristic differences. 

The stone-work boundary is always to be found on the barbarians* side of 
the Wall and generally at a distance of six metres from it, nearly representing, 
as Mr. Jacobi thinks, two decempedae or twenty Roman feet.* The number 
of stones deposited in the trench varies extremely according to the character 
of the district traversed. Where there are plenty to be had they are put in 
an almost continuous line ; at other times the distance between each stone may 
be as much as twelve to fifteen feet, but in all cases, by the squaring of some 
of the stones and by the elaborate arrangement of others, care is taken to 
indicate plainly that they are not there by accident but for a purpose. 

This is also abundantly indicated by the * foreign substances,' such as flintfi, 
tiles, bits of mill- stone, red slate, charcoal and so forth, which are deposited in 
the trench. In the neighbourhood of the great camp of the Saalburg the 
fragments of amphorae ^ urns and other earthenware utensils are so numerous 
that they seem as if they had been sown like com in the furrow. Also in many 
places large quantities of iron nails, often of a small size like those used by 
shoe-makers, have been found. AH these are among the indications recom- 
mended by the Roman agrimensores, a highly cultivated and scientific body of 
men, in order to mark the existence of a boundary.! 

The reader will perhaps enquire, * Why take so much trouble over a trench 
which was to be covered in and hidden from the sight of men ? * But this was 
the very object and purpose of the whole proceeding : to make, a line of frontier 
which should be discoverable at need, but which should not be obvious to every 
beholder, and therefore should not be easily removed. Trees of a particular 
kind, not indigenous to the district, were planted in order to give a general 
indication of the line of the boundary. Thus one of the agrimensores quoted 
by Jacobi says : * You may take your oath that where a quince apple tree stands 
three frontiers meet. If an olive tree stands by a hillock of earth, a frontier 
line starts thence,' and so on. But the general indication having been thus 
given, the precise boundary line was, as I have said, carefully hidden in the 
earth. Enduring because unseen. Accurate because discoverable by careful 
investigation. 

One important result follows from the discovery of the * scientific frontier.' 
It is now clear that the fortified work which we call the Pfahlgraben was con- 
structed entirely on Roman ground and was in no sense common to the Romans 
and the barbarians. It remains for us to consider what result this discovery of 
Mr. Jacobi's should have on the ex. avations which I trust that our committee 
will resume this summer. And here I will quote from general von Sarwey's 
letter to me : — ' In regions where stones were scarce they were set at long 
intervals. One of the agrimensores informs us that in a certain region of 
Africa the stones were 2400 feet trom one another. In such a case it would be 
fruitless to look for the stones or for the small indications such as nails and the 
like. . The best way is to search for the ditch in which they were laid, the shape 
of which you will see on plate 1, figs, i and vii, (see it at page 149). In 
the latter you will remark in the background of the ditch, the dark ground 

* When Pfarrer Mayer reckoned 17 steps from the Wall to the • trench he probably 
measured his distance from the crest or central part of the Wall. I see that Mr. Loeschche 
( lAmesblatt, p. 299 ) gives the distance in the Bhineland portion at 11 metres from the crest 
of the Wall« 8 to 9 metres ( SO Roman feet ) from the bottom of the Wall. This dLSerence 
between the Taunas and the Bhine sections is noticed by Jacubi (Limesblatt, p. 207). 

-{■ Coote's ' Romans in Britain ' has some valnable remarks on this subject. Not having 
the book by me I cannot give the reference. 
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distinct from the pamioe-stone sand. Here it was relatively easy to distinguish 
the soil poured in from the natural earth ; hut you know tliat sometimes it is 
difficult if not impossible. Another important question is where you are to 
look for the boundary. On the German Limes we generally found it at 20 
Roman feet, duo decempedes, from the foot of the exterior slope of the Wall. 
Of course that dimension will be of no use at all for your researches on the 
Wall of Hadrian. I think that you should look for the boundary forwards of 
the southern line [the vallum ?j and of the ditch of the muru». If our friend 
Haverfield's hypothesis is right— as I think it is — that the southern line was 
the original political limit it is probable that this limit was inarked out by meer- 
stones. It is difficult to say where these are to be sought : certainly on the 
northern side of the fosse, perhaps under the mound thrown out on tiiat side. 
You will best attain your object by making sections at right angles to the course 
of the Wall. But I think you should also extend your researches to the northern 
line of Hadrian's Wall. It would be of the highest importance tor an estimate 
of that work if you found the land marks at one or the other or possibly on both 
lines. Here also T fear the dimension of two decempedae will be of no use to 
you. Perhaps you will find a better clue in Mr. Jacobi's remark that the line 
of the meerstones was generally five feet (? metres) distant from the upper border 
of the counter scarp. But the safest way to find it is to make several long 
sections and not to be afraid of the trouble.' 

Our members will perceive from these hints of oar German correspondent 
that the great difficulty in reasoning by analogy from the German limes to our 
own lies in the existence of the vallum. If that was the boundary between 
Rom>ania and Barbaricum, Hadrian's Wall, unlike the Pfahlgraben, was built 
upon land lying outside the strict limits of the empire. As it was said of old, 
that * all roads lead to Rome,' so now all discussions about the Wall lead us 
back to the eternal question as to the object of the vallum. Let us hope that 
the stout arms of some of our Noi-thumbrian peasants may help to solve this 
question for us before the end of 1894." 



The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following letter dated March 27, from Mrs. 
Bagnall-Oakeley, relating to the effigy in Wark worth church : — 

I enclose a tracing of a sketch I made last summer at Warkworth church 
and also a print of a somewhat similar effigy at Moccas church, Herefordshire, 
for comparison. Both these effigies have unusual armour, and I 
should be much obliged if you could tell me of any other examples in your 
district. You will see that both have the surcoat shortened in front, both 
carry shields and early swords, and the feet and legs are similar (or nearly so) 
and in these details they resemble many others of a similar date. But both 
these hawberks are very peculiar, being partly covered with metal plates or 
scales. The Moccas example shows the under garment of gamboised or 
padded material, while the one at Warkworth shows a chain haketen or 
under garment. The Moccas figure has a most unusual weapon. It may 
have been to attach a • Morning Star ' ; or a miner's pick may have been put 
through the hole, like the one on the north of the altar at Malvern abbey 
church. The head of the Warkworth figure is modem, with an absurd head- 
gear." 

Mr. Hodges gave notice of his intention to move at the next meeting of the 
society that the resolution, come to at the meeting on the 28th February 145), 
relating to the printing of parish registers, be rescinded. 

Mr. W. L. Charlton gave notice of his intention to move at the next meeting 
of the society * That the secretary in future lay before the Council, at each 
meeting, the names of such members as have consented to read papers at the 
subsequent monthly meeting of the society.* 
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The usual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the Castle, 
Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 25th day of April, 1894, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, the Rev. William Greenwell, D.C.L., F.R.S., etc., etc., a vice-president 
of the society, being in the chair. 

Several accounts recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following new books, etc., were placed upon the table : — 
Present, for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Mr. R. Doncombe Jewell:— * The Royalist', vol. v, No. 1. 

Exchanges — 

From ♦ La Soci6t6 d'Arch6ologie de Bruxelles * :— «Annale8', vol. 8, pt. U, April, 
1894. 8vo., illastrationB. Broxelles! 
From the Berwickshire Naturalists' Club « proceedings ', vol. xiv, 8vo., plates. 

From the British Archaeological Association : — 'Journal,' vol. xLix,pt.i. Mar. 81, 
1894. 

From the Cambrian Archaeological Association : — * Arohaeologia Cambrensis 
6th ser., No. 42. April, 1894. 8yo., illustrations. 

Purchases The 'Antiquary ' for April, 1894 ; the ' BeUquary » for April, 1894 ; and 
the ' Mitheilnngen ' (vol. vm, pt. iv, 8vo., plates) and * Jahrbuch ' (vol.ix, pt. i, plates, 
4to.) of the Imperial German Archaeological Institute. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was resolved to purchase Brockie's 
* Sunderland Notables *. 

Donations to the Museum : — The following were announced and thanks 
voted to Mr. Richardson and Mrs. Cail the respective donors, and also to Mr. 
Forster of Eldon Square, Newcastle, for his co-operation in securing the urn for 
the society : — 

From Mr. Henry Richardson of Backworth: — A fine British urn 6^ ins. high, 
with some fragments of human bones, discovered in a stone cist while 
the foundations of a cottage at Hirst, near Ashington Colliery, were 
being dug. The urn has a row of punctures round the edge, and two 
rows round the centre (see representation of it on next page). 

[The chairman said that it was difficult to class the urn with either 
* Drinking Cup ' or * Fo»)d Vessel.' These vessels are found with both 
burnt and unburnt bodies, though the drinking cup was more usually 
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found with the latter. It was impossible to say why some bodies were 
burnt and others not, as both modes of burial went on at the same time. 
In one of the compartments of the same grave he had found an unburnt 
man and two children and a beautiful vessel highly decorated ; and in 
the other the remains of a burnt body with another drinking cup so 
like the other in form and ornamentation that the two vessels must 
have been made by the same man. The two interments had been made 
at the same time and for people of equal importance. Some day the 
clue luny be found why some bodies were burnt and others unburnt. 
He WHS under the impression that all had been more or less subject to 
the action of fire, and he had never seen a body not associated with 
charcoal ; possibly, almost probably, in all cases, fire was applied.] 

From Mrs. Oail of Beaconsfield : — A large number of sculptured and other 
stones collected by the late Alderman Oail, a vice-president of the 
society, and pointed out by him to the members who visited Beaconsfield 
on the 22nd day of July, 1893 ( see pp. 50-3 ). Amonftst them are 
(i) nine large stone balls ( presumably missiles for a balUta ) dredged 
from the bed of the river Tyne at Newcastle ; ( ii ) thirty- five door or 
window jamb-stones, which had been built in as walling, and were 
removed during repairs to the present church of St. Nicholas, New- 
castle ; ( iii ) six fragments of window tracery from the same church ; 
( iv ) four base rounds from columns in the crypt of the chapel of St. 
Mary the Virgin at the Spital (now the junction of Westgate Road and 
Neville Street), Newcastle ; (v) a carved corbel, representing the face 
of a satyr ; three dripstone terminations, carved as heads ; (vii) a 
decorated spandril, brought from Anderson Place, Newcastle, probably 
from the rockery there ; ( viii ) six ' creeing trows ' of various dates 
and types ; ( ix ) two lower stones and one urper stone, or runner, of 
hand corn mills ; ( x ) two large paroquets carved in Portland stone, 
each bearing on its breast the arms of Lumley and on an escutcheon 
of pretence the arms of Jones of Oxlordshire (see p. 61). These figures, 
brought from Lumley Castle, stood for many years at the doorway of 
Mr. Todd's house in Picton Place. They were obtained by Mr. Cail when 
this house was made the terminus station of the Blyth and Tyne rail- 
way ; ( xi ) two balusters from the eighteenth century Tyne bridge, 
Newcastle ; ( xii ) a cruciform sundial from Carlisle ; ( xiii ) a small 
block sundial with many facets ; (xiv) a sundial on pillar, dated 1754, 
formerly a favourite possession of '^'homas Wilson, author of The 
Pitman's Pay^ etc., and removed from his residence by his daughter 
(Mrs. Cail). 

[Mr. C. J. Spence has kindly supplied the following notes concerning the 
three sundials : — 

** The first is a very fine specimen of that picturesque class of sundials which 
Mr. Ross in his admirable paper in the Transactions of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland calls ' lectern shaped '. The dial-stone stands about fourteen inches 
high upon one of its edges, at an angle suited to a latitude one degree south of 
our own. The southern face is hollowed for a large semi-cylinder dial, below 
this is a vertical south dial divided by a wide stone gnomon, aud over all a 
cberub^s head joins back to back with the head of an old man facing north. On 
either side of this old head are the two halves of an equinoctial, or as Leyboume 
calls it, a north polar dial. Under these the stone is scooped to form two small 
faces bearing hour lines almost obliterated, and below is a north vertical dial 
divided similarly to the south dial by a thick slab forming the. gnomon. 
Flattened hemispheres are hollowed in either end of the stone for the east and 
west dials. The stone gnomons which divide these cups are an unusual feature. 
All the metallic gnomons are wanting. 
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The second is a sundial on a pillar and is dated 1754. It bears the ordinary 
brass fdmiture of a horizontal dial with hoars from YI to YI, and is engraved 
with the name of the maker lohn IvUon 1753. This sundial was formerly in 
the possession of the father of the donor, Thomas Wilson, author of The 
Pitman's Pay. 

The third is a cross dial inscribed Sic transit Gloria mundi. Iac» Jeffrey . 
Fecit . 1786. An uncommon form of sundial with the unusual addition of semi- 
cylinders hollowed at the ends of the head and arms. It has been taken from 
its proper inclined position and set up vertically in a socket of red sandstone. 
The sides of the head, arms, and shaft are graduated in the usual way, and the 
upper and lower faces have been furnished with styles for equinoctial dials, an 
addition not quite in accordance with the character of a cross dial, in which the 
only time keeper should be the shadow cast by the edges of the head and arms. 
Gross dials are universal, that is they are fitted for any latitude when they are 
laid parallel with the plane of the equator and heading due south 



The recommendation of the Council to hold the following out-door meetings 
during the year was unanimously agreed to : — 

Whole Days :— 
i. Hartlepool, Strauton and Hart. 

ii. Hartburn Church, Stanton pele, Clavering^s Cross and Netherwittou 
Hall. Drive from Morpeth to Hartburn, thence to Netherwittou, then 
along the valley of the Font to Stanton, and back to Morpeth. 

Half Days :— 

i. Hirst, Woodliorn and Newbiggin. Leave New Bridge Street station at 
1-45, arrive at Ashingtou 2-48, walk to Hirst where there is a pele of the 
Erringtons with Jacobean additions ; churches at Woodhoru and New- 
biggin. Distance not more than three miles, if so much, 
ii. Belsay and Bitchfield peles. Drive t«) Belsay ( 13 miles ), see pele » 
walk to Bitchfield (about 1^ miles), see pele and Jacobean manor-house. 

The Hartlepool meeting to be held on Wednesday the 13th June, and the 
Hartburn meeting on the Au>U8t bank holiday (August 6th). 

The secretary read the following report from a special committee, concerning 
the stock of the society, which had been presented to and adopted by the 
Council : — 

Your committee have examined the stock lists of the Society's publications 
and have revised the selling prices of the various items, in accordance with 
the instructions of the Council. A schedule of the books on sale, as priced by 
your committee, is enclosed herewith. 

It was found that the comparative rarity of several parts justified an increase 
of their selling prices. On the other hand, some works have been hitherto 
offered at prohibitive figures and stand as dead stock ; these have been 
reduced. Your committee believe that they have thus adjusted the whole of 
the society's stock to marketable figures. 

The books on sale represent an asset which may be roughly estimated as 
having a market value of from £450 to £500. This valuable property requires 
to be kept in perfect order and condition, and readily accessible for the purpose 
of sale and stock-taking. Your committee therefore suggest that discretion- 
ary powers be given to your librarian to order any shelving, with divisions or 
compartments, which he may consider necessary for the efficiency of this 
an'angement. 

Your committee suggest that a copy of the new price list be inserted on the 
inner covers of the future issues of the Archaeologia Aeliana to advertize the 
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pnblications of the Society. The stock includes a small remainder of a hand- 
book for yisitors to the Castle. Your committee suggest that instructions 
be given to the warden to give prominence to the sale of these pamphlets to 
all visitors to the Castle. They recommend, further, that an altogether new 
hand-book be forthwith prepared under the immediate direction of the Council 
and suggest that the brochure be submitted to Mr. C. J. Bates befoie publica- 
tion- Richd. Welford. 

Matthew Mackey, Jr. 
April 11th, 1894. R. Oliver Heslop." 

FELLING OLD RAILWAY STATION. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following letter from Mr. Norman 
Bedmayne : — 

•* Dear Sir, 24 Grey Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, April 24th 1893. 

I noticed in the Daily Chronicle of yesterday, a paragraph saying that 
the Felling station is to be pulled down and a new one erected in its place. 
Should not the Society of Antiquaries point out to the Railway Company (many 
of the directors of which are members of the society) that it is rather like 
digging up their grandmother's tombstones to remove the old station at 
Felling, built by the Brandling family and which still has on it the arms of 
the family ? I think I am right in saying that this is the oldest station in 
the world in ordinary use, and it seems to me that some effort should be 
made either to keep it where it is, or to preserve it by inducing the North 
Eastern Railway Company to erect it somewhere else. We have not so many 
of these landmarks that we can afford to throw them away. I would have 
spoken about it to-morr >w night, but I have a business engagement which 
will prevent me being at the meeting. I am. Yours faithfully, 

Robt. Blair, Esq. Norman Redmayne." 

THE BIDDENDEN MAIDS. 

Mr. Maberly Phillips read the following note on the ' Biddenden Maids and 
exhibited one of the curious little oblong biscuits given away annually to visitors 
to the village : — 

A few weeks ago an article appeared in the Independent upon the * Biddenden 
Maids', from which I gather the loUowing. In the year 1100 there were bom at 
Biddenden in Kent, twin sisters, named Eliza and Mary Chulkhurst ; they were 
joined together by their shoulders and hips. At the age of 34 one of them died 
suddenly. The survivor refused to be separated from her dead sister, saying, 
* As we came together, we will also go together.' In six hours she died also. 
The * maids * left certain lands in the parish in the hands of trustees, the rent 
of which now brings in £42 per annum. With this money the churchwardens 
purchase bread for the poor. This is given away on Easter Sunday and at the 
same time there are distributed to visitors about a thousand small lolls or 
cakes, the ancient custom attracting numerous visitors to the village. Finding 
that a friend was possessed of one of these cakes, I borrowed it for your inspection. 
The name of the maids will be seen at the top, the date of birth, age, and the 
name of their native village, being also recorded." 

PABISH BEGISTRRS. 

Mr. Hodges then moved, pursuant to notice, ' That the resolution come to at 
the meeting of the society on the 28th February last, to print parish registers, 
be rescinded.* 

He said that he objected to the printing of parish registers as he considered 
it would be a waste of money, and the work would be almost endless as it would 
take about 160 years to print the early registers of Northumberland alone. 
Besides, be considered it no part of the duty of an antiquarian society but that 
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of a record society. He also objected because seTeral other matters which had 
been in hand for many years had not been carried out. For instance, the 
Lapidarium supplement on which a considerable sum had already been spent 
which was absolutely wasted ; and then there was the general index to the 
transactions towards the cost of printing which some of them had subscribed. 
Moreover, they had no catalogue to their library, and had not had one for many 
years. These all required attending to before they took up other work. 

Mr. W. L. Oharlton, in seconding the motion, thought it was a very insane 
thing to think of prmting parish registers. 

Mr. Dendy who opposed the motion, said that Mr. Hodges had raised the 
objection that the printing of parish registers was not proper work for this society, 
but that view was not held by similar societies in other parts of England. 
There were 33 antiquarian societies in union with the London Society of 
Antiquaries'. These included the societies for Berkshire, Cambridgeshire, Cum- 
berland and Westmorland, Essex, Kent, Suffolk, Sussex, Wiltshure, etc. At 
a conference held in 1889 a committee was appointed to consider the best means 
of assisting the transcription and publication of parish registers. A copy of the 
report of that committee would be found in the library of this society annexed to 
Tolume XI, part ii, of the Collections of the Surrey Archaeological Society, and 5000 
copies of the report had been circulated by the societies in union amongst their 
members and others. The report called the attention of the public * and especially 
of those interested in antiquarian research' to the extreme importance of duly pre- 
serving and rendering accessible registers and other parish records of the United 
Kingdom. The report contained a valuable paper of suggestions for the transcrip- 
tion of registers and in it societies were strongly urged to secure the printing of many 
transcripts that already exist unpublished and to promote further transcription. 
The report further said * It is believed that the publication of a series of registers, 
supplemental and extra to their transactions, would add to the attractiveness 
and usefulness of the societies without being a serious burden to their funds \ 
Appended to the report are lists of :— ( 1 ) Parish registers printed as separate 
works, (2) Parish registers printed in other works, (3) Original registers and 
Bishops transcripts in the British Museum library, (4) Begisters of other churches 
in all classes, (5) Parish registers transcribed in manuscript. Almost every 
county in England was represented on those lists except Northumberland, and 
it would be difficult to find any county in which this work had been so much 
neglected. That reproach was at length removed to a small extent by the 
transcript of the parish register of Elsdou, the first part of which, edited 
by Mr. Blair, was printed with the current number of the Proceedings.* 
Although only a few pages of the Elsdon register had been printed they 
contained much that was interesting and instructive. In the first place they 
drew attention to the state of decay of the early registers. Many of the names 
in this register were undecipherable and if the work had been put off for a few 
years more the number of undecipherable words would have much increased. 
It had been well said by Mr. Taswell Langmead that * all the various processes 
of destruction from which the registers have for centuries been suffering are still 
going on : fire, pilfering, tempest, burglary, theft, damp, mildew, careless or 
malicious injury, criminal erasure, and interpolation, loss, and all the various 
accidents which have been gradually but surely bringing about the destruction of 
these registers are still in active operation '. Another interesting point was the 
abnormal death rate which was shewn by the transcript to have existed in Elsdon 
in the year 1675. More than 50 persons were buried there in that year : a 
mortality three times as large as that of the average of the years printed. We 
read in Brand's Newcastle that in that year a dreadful pestilence called * The 

* The early regietera of Rothbnry parish are now being printed undor the editorship of 
one of the members of the society, Mr. D. D. Dixon. They are being issued with the Rothbory 
Parish Magazine. 
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Jolly Bant* raged in Newcastle and the neighbourhood and this high death rate 
in Elsdon in the same year would lead us to believe the disease had traTelled 
as far as that parish. There was no entry to that express effect in the registers, 
but the fact that Mr. Unthank of Whiskersheel lost his servant John Lanng 
on the 4th June, his daughter * Francis ' on the 16th of June, his son Bobert 
on the 27th June, and his son Thomas on the 27th July, is evidence that 
some fatal epidemic disease was prevalent. In other counties the exact course 
of the plague of 1665 has been traced by means of entries in the parish registers. 
Besides numerous entries relating to the local families of the Beeds of Trough- 
end, the Daugs of Daugs, the Halls of Otterbum, and the Potts of Durtrees, 
there were also many entries relating to the families of Coxon, Elsdon, and 
Hedley, branches of which famihes appeared to have migrated to Newcastle. 
The siuuames of Armorer and Hedley appearing upon the same pages of the 
same parish register suggested the origin of that conjunction of the two names 
which was to be found in Newcastle at the present day. The part 
of the register already printed contained two peculiar christian names ; 
* Vzwin * which was evidently a form of Oswin, the patron saint of Tynemouth, 
and * Easter * * a name occasionally found in other parts of England. 
There were also two instances of double christian names which were rare at that 
time and were practically unknown according to Camden three centuries ago. 
He hoped that Mr. Welford, who had been engaged on the history of Newcastle, 
and Mr. Bateson, who was now engaged on the history of Northumberland, would 
express their view of the help to their work which the publication of these registers 
would render. 

Mr. Welford, expressing entire agreement with Mr. Dendy*s remarks, said 
that he was grieved to see such a reactionary and ungenerous proposal in their 
agenda. He was especially grieved to find it brought forward by one of their 
leading members, one whose zeal and energy in archaeological research excited 
their ndmiration, and whose liberality in communicating knowledge every 
member gratefully acknowledged. If he could conceive it possible that the 
meeting would adopt Mr. Hodges's proposal, and rescind a resolution which had 
been unanimously passed only two months ago, he should regard with great 
anxiety the future prosperity of the society ; for the inevitable tendency of the 
movement would be to break up the society into groups and sections, each 
fighting for its own hand, and endeavouring to depreciate and undermine the 
work of the rest. Archaeology had many branches, and as Mr. Dendy had 
pointed out, that society was the most useful, and the most successful, which 
tried to combine and encourage them all. He could remember the time when 
this society was at a low ebb indeed, numbering less than a hundred members, 
and possessing an annual income of less than £200. And why ? Because they 
were supposed to limit their work to one special branch of archaeology — a most 
important one no doubt — that of Boman antiquities, varied by occasional 
excursions into the subjects of Saxon crosses, medieval brasses, and church 
architecture. People would not join the society becai^se, as they usually said, 
they had not sufficient interest in Boman stones or church windows. But as 
soon as the society widened its boundaries, and introduced subjects possessing 
what he might call more human interest, or at any rate more general interest, 
of which parish history was an example, the society increased by * leaps and 
bounds,' and now they had a membership of over 300, and an income of £400 
or more. Ten poundjs was a very small sum to expend upon experiments in 
one of the latest of those lines of research, the encouragement of which had 
raised the society to its present position of influence and prosperity, and he 
hoped that the decision of the previous meeting would be upheld. 
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Mr. Bateson, as Mr. Dendy had mentioned his name, wished to state how 
sensible he was of the importance of the scheme to which Mr. Dendy had 
directed the society's attention. He was glad to think that the Council had 
passed a resolution to publish the registers. Individuals formed good resolutions 
and failed to act upon them, but such conduct would be unworthy of a society. 
The argumepts against the proposal could be easily dealt with. It was suggest- 
ed that no person could be found capable of accurately transcribing the registers ; 
but he hoped that so large a society would not stultify itself by such a confes- 
sion. He was sure that many trustworthy persons would voluntarily place 
their services at the Councirs disposal. It was suggested that the society had 
not the requisite financial means, but he had reason to think that the society's 
income was in excess of the estimated annual cost of the publication, viz. : £10 
a year. It was said that the publication might not be complete in a hundred 
years, but a century should not overawe persons of antiquarian tastes. Some 
of the society's business was stated to be in arrears, but that did not appear to 
him a good reason why the society should allow its work to stagnate in other 
departments. The registers afforded the only material from which genealogies 
could be compiled. When he began his work he had scarcely realized the 
importance of genealogical information, but he felt its value more every day. 
The registers were in many cases in danger of perishing, and should at once be 
rescued. Some persons appeared to think that the publication of records was 
not within the scope of the society, but if the society neglected records it 
appeared to him to neglect its business. 

The Chairman thought that the printing of parish registers was a very im- 
portant matter, but it was absolutely necessary that people who could read the 
old writing should be gut to make the transcripts and then, when in type, compare 
the proofs with the originals. While on the subject of parish registers, he might 
say it was very desirable that steps should be taken for their transfer to some central 
place where they would be well cared for and so saved from the numerous 
dangers by which they were row beset, such as fire, decay, and above all the worse 
than apathy of many of their custodians. He bad been the means of saving an 
early register and securing its return to the parish to which it belonged and 
from which it had been absent for many years. He found it in the library of a 
friend to whom it had been lent about twenty years previously by a vicar who 
cared nothing about these things and who had forgotten all about it. He 
mentioned the subject as well deserving the attention of the society. 

Mr. Blair, while agreeing with the chairman, thought that rather than one 
central place for all registers, it would be better and certainly more convenient 
if such an office were provided in every county. 

The Chairman then put the motion when no one voted for it. Most of the 
members present voted against the motion. 

Mr. W. L. Charlton withdrew, after a little discussion, the motion of which 
he had given notice (see p. 152) ' That the secretary in future lay before the 
Council, at each meeting, the names of such members as have consented to 
read papers at the subsequent monthly meeting of the society.' 

Mr. Maberly Phillips exhibited, by aid of the lime-light, a portion of a series 
of views illustrating the development of banking in the North of England. 
The accompanying notes formed a supplement to the paper which he read, at the 
December meeting of last year, upon the * Old Bank ' of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Unfortunately, owing to the failure of the oxygen, the whole of the slides could 
not be exhibited, but Mr. Phillips promised that members should see them 
another night. 
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The ordinary meeting of the society was held in the library of the Castle, 
Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 30th day of May, 1894, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, Mr. John Philipson, a vice-president, being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Fred E. Forater, 82 Grainger Street, Newcaitle. 
iu Edward Armorer Hedley, 8 Osborne Villas, Newcastle, 
iii. Thomas Hunter, Jesmond Road, Newcastle. 

It. The Ber. G. W. Beynolds, Rector of Blwick HaU, Castle Eden, R.S.O. 
y. Charles John Richardson, Cotfield Honse, Gateshead, 
yi. William Vincent, 18 Oxford Street, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed upon the table : — 
Presents^ for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Mr. S. S. Carr:—' The Second Prayer Book of Edward VI of 1652 '(reprint by 

Griffith & Co. ) sm. Sto. 
From Sir John Evans, K.C.B., F.R.S., the author :— 

i. ' Some iron tools and other articles formed of iron foaud at Silchester in the year 
1890 ♦ (reprint from the Arehaeologia, toI. 64), pp. 18, 4to. 

ii. ' On a small hoard of Saxon Sceattas foond near Cambridge * (reprint from the Numis- 
VioHe Chronicle, vol. xiv, H ser., pp. 18-28), pp. 11, 8yo., plate. 

From the Northern Architectural Association : — 'Annual Beport, Ac, 86th Annaal 
Session ', pp. 18, 8yo. Newcastle, 1894. 

From Mr. R. G. Bolam 

i. ' Bradshaw's Map of Great Britain shewing Railways, &c.', 1868. 

ii. ' Plan shewing we proposed railway commonioation between Tynemoath and the 
Northern Coal Field 1862-8. 

From Mr. B. Oliver Heslop : — a map of Corbridge shewing all the rig and dale 
lands in the township. 

[Mr. B. 0. Heslop exhibited a mounted tracing of a * Plan of the Town 
Inclosed Lands and open Common Fields of Corbridge lying north of the Tyne, 
in the County of Northumberland according to a survey made for the Division of 
the said Open Common Fields in 1776 and 1777, by John Fryer'. He said the map 
showed the division of the Town Lands into East, West, North, and Little Fields, 
and the sub-division of these again into 1032 tillage strips, covering an area of 
1225 acres. The strips were held by 45 freeholders, whose holdings lay scattered 
throughout the various * fields '. Mr. Heslop called attention to field-names 
such as ' sheth ', * reene • butts ', &c., as indicating the character of groups of 
holdings. 
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Mr. Dendj explained the details shewn on the map and pointed oat how 
clearly they shewed the usual characteristics of the common field system. All 
the houses appeared clustered together in the village, and there was an entire 
absence of either habitations or other buildings on the land which lay outside 
the village itself. The land was divided into the usual three large fields, and in 
this case there was also a smaller supplemental fourth field which was 
not very uncommon. Each of these fields was divided into ' shots ' or 
' furlongs ' lying at right angles to each other, and these in their turn 
were divided into acre or half-acre strips, belonging to diflferent proprietors 
and separated from each other by balks. Beyond these fields lay the 
leazes or common meadow ground, and beyond this again was the 
common or waste land of the township. The map would be a valuable 
acquisition for the society, as though other maps no doubt existed shewing the 
acre strips in conmion fields in Northumberland, this was the only one he was 
aware of which was available for inspection and study.] 

From the Rev. 0. E. Adamson : — a indng of a map of Haltwhistle shewing the rig 
and dale lands there. 

On the motion of Mr. W. H. Enowles, seconded by Mr. Percy Corder, the 
special thanks of the meeting were voted to Mr. Heslop and to Mr. Adamson 
for their gifts. The question of mounting, framing, and placing the maps in 
the Black Gate museum, was left in the hands of the curators. 

Exchanges — 

Prom the Numismatic Society of London : — • The Nnmlsmatio Chronicle 1894, 

pi. i, vol. XIV, 8 ser., No. 68. 
From the Canadian Institute of Toronto : — i. '.Traneaotions vol. rv, pt. i, No. 7, 

March 1894, 8vo. ; ii. ' Seventh Annual Beport, Session 1898-4 ', 8vo. Toronto. 
From the Nassau Antiquarian Society : — 'Annalen', vol. 26, 1894, 4to. 



From the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland : — ' Proceedings for 1892-8 4to., d. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was resolved (i)— not to hold the 
ordinary meeting of the society on the 27th June, 1894, it being Race 
Wednesday ; (ii)— to hold a country meeting at Bamborough castle and church 
on the 5th day of July, Mr. Cadwallader Bates having kindly consented to act 
as guide to the castle. 

Mr. Blair ( one of the secretaries ) announced that several discoveries had 
recently been made in the set of chambers in the north-east comer of the 
Eoman station at Chesters (Cilumum). On behalf of Mr. N. G. Clayton, he 
exhibited some of the objects. Amongst the discoveries are 

i. A piece of sandstone, about 3 ft. 4 ins. long by 11 ins. wide, on which at 
one end are the letters m • v • n roughly scratched, the * n ' being reversed. 

ii. Two * hippo-sandals ' of iron, one 6i ins. long with hook at each end for 
attachment, the other, about 6 ins. long, had originally four studs on 
the bottom of which two remain. See illustration of ' a hippo-sandal ' from 
Kirkby Lonsdale in Proceedings, vol. iii, p. 212. 

iii. A large number of fragments of figured Samian ware, amongst them being 



two pieces bearing on the outside in letters in relief the potters' names 
Doiicci, and .... llinio reversed. 
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iv. Several bronze studs, etc., some enamelled. 

A fragment of a greenish glass vessel with device in colours burnt into the 
glabs. Immediately under the slight rim it is encircled by a herring bone 
pattern in yellow with two pellets in blue at intervals, and below a grotesque 
animal's head, apparently, in blue with brown mane and whitish eye. 

Ti. Denarii of Marc Antony, Faustina jr., Septimius Severus and Julia Domna. 

vii. And the potters' names mosbi manv, virilis f, /ani m, iv/, il/, and around 
a rose-like flower a .... i of. 



THE LANGHBSTEB ALTAB. 

Mr. Blair then read the following note by Mr. F. J. Haverfield on this altar : — 
'* In the last number of the Zeitschrift fur deutscJies Alterthum (xxxviii, pp. 
189 foil.) Dr. Grienberger of Vienna attempts to give an etymology of the 
goddess-name Oarmangabi lately found on a Lanchester altar. He takes the 
form to be dative of GarmangabU and explains the second half of the word as 
connected with the German geben and the English ' give * and as meaning 

* giver \ The first half, garman, he compares with the Latin grains and the 
Greek X^%tt and for the whole he suggests the meaning grata donatriXy the 

* pleasing giver*. I do not know that this etymology can be called anything 
more than an ingenious guess of an able philologist, but it is the first guess at 
the whole word. Several of us (Arch. Journal 60, 316) had connected qabi 
and gebent but no one had ventured on garman." 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Haverfield. 

JOHN DAONIA OF SOUTH SHIELDS, OLASSMAKEB. 

The Rev. C. E. Adamson read the following paper, remarking that he was 
greatly indebted to Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson of Warkworth for several valuable 
notes, and also to Mr. Richard Welford of Newcastle for the references to the 
Newcastle glasshouses : — 

** During the earlier part of the eighteenth century a leading name in the 
Tyueside glass trade was that of Dagnia. In 1684 Onesiphorus Dagnia, John 
Dagnia, Benezar Durant, and others took an assignment for a term of 999 
years of a messuage near the Close Gate, Newcastle, and thus our first notice 
of the Dagnias finds them establishing themselves near the spot where the 
Henzells, the Tyzacks, and the Tytorys,* the refugees from Lothringen of the 
preceding century had worked at their trade of glassmaking. Seven years 
later the two brothers had become entitled to the premises by survivorship, and 
they entered into a deed of co-partnership which seems to have been renewed in 
1696 and 1701. In 1702 Mr. Thos. Hilton and Mrs. Sarah Dagnia were 
married at St. John's, Newcastle, and I think that we may conjecture that she 
was a daiighter of Onesiphorus or John Dagnia, and, therefore, a sister or 
cousin to the subject of our notice. The assignment in 1710 of * ye white 
glasshouse ' by Edward Dagnia to John Dagnia suggests that there was a third 
brother either in the first or the second generation. The first Onesiphorus 
Dagnia, however, only mentions in his will two sons, John and James, and 
therefore for the present I assign him to the first generation. I may remark 

* See Mr. Glephan'a paper Arehaeologia AelUma riii, 111. 
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also that the persistency with which the names Onesiphoras and John occur 
makes it impossible in many cases to be absolutely sure of the identity of the 
individual intended. This is particularly the case in the marriage entries of 
1718 and 1740. 

John Dagnia would be about four years old at the date of the assignment of 
the Close Gate messuage. As he appears in afker years to have voted at Newcastle 
elections as a skinner and glover, we may presume that in 1701 he was just 
finishing his apprenticeship to that trade. But in 1707 his son Onesiphorus 
was baptized in St. Hild's Chapel, South Shields, where he is described as 
living in the West Panns. From that date we have a regular series* of entries 
of the baptisms and burials of the children of * Mr. John Dagny/ and from the 
very first he is marked by the prefix * Mr ' which he shares with the salt officers 
and a few other inhabitants of the ohapelry. Under date June, 1712, we have 
the Will of Onesiphorus Dagnia, by which he leaves two third parts of freehold 
and leasehold premises at glasshouses, of his cash, glass bottles, stock-in-trade, 
<bc., to his son John, and the remaining third part to his son James. But in 
1718 we have the following entry in the marriage register of St. Hilda's, South 
Shields w.p., April ye 26, Mr. Onesiphoris Bagny and Mrs. Margary 
Foster*. The banns had been called at Durham : * Onesiphorus Dagnia, N.C., 
gent, and Margt. Forster, sp.' If this is not the original Onesiphorus Dagnia, 
it is a member of the family of whom we do not seem to have any other notice. 
Perhaps he may have been the Onesiphorus whose will is dated September, 
1724, possibly a son of John Daguiaf of 1684. In the mean time James Dagnia 
had died, and by his Will, dated April 1717* he devised his share of the 
glasshouse to his brother John, subject to the payment of £500 to his son 
Onesiphorus, and £25 a year to his wife Ann Dagnia. | This latter Onesiphorus 
however, can hardly have been old enough to be the Onesiphorus who married 
Margery Forster. 

At this time then — whether under his father's will or not, at any rate under 
that of his brother — John Dagnia, who had been settled at the West Panns in 
South Shields for manv years, is from 1717 the proprietor of a glasshouse, and 
the question arises where was this glasshouse ? Was it in Newcastle or in 
South Shields ? My own impression is that just as their predecessors at the 
Close Gate, the Henzells and their partners had found it necessary to remove 
into larger premises as their business increased, so also for the same reason 
the Dagnias had removed to South Shields. There is unfortunately no record 

* In St. Hilda's registers, vols. 1 and 2, we have entries of the following children of ' Mr. 
John Dagny ♦ :— • Baptisms, vol. 1. — 1707, October ye 28, Onesiphoms. 1708/9, January ye 11, 
James. 1710, December ye 27, John. 1712/8, Mar. 6, Jane. 1716, April ye 21, John. 1717, 
November ye 1, Oneseforas. Vol. 2.— 1720, April 19, Edward. 1721, March 25, Sarah. 1724, 
Feb. 24, Onesiphems. 

Burials, vol. 1.— 1714, John. 1715, Oniseforas. Vol. 2.— 1717/8, Onasifoms. 1719, Qainch. 
1720, John. 1725, Mary. 1727, Ann.' Quinch (or Quince on tombstone) is a son. 

f 1728 Oct. Lease and Release of moiety of glasshouse key &o at the close gate late a 
possession of John Dagnia sen. father of said Onesiphorus wherein the same are declared to 
be to the' use of said Onesiphorus and his heirs. 1724 Sept. will of Mr. Onesiphorus Dagnia. 
From writings with Mr. Welford. 

t 1704 Ohas. Matfen of N.C. merchant devised messuage in Westgate to sister Jane 
Matfen remr. to nephew Francis Anderson remr. to niece Jane, Ann, Dorcas A 
Mary Anderson. Jane mar. John Simpson esq ; Ann mar. 1st Ralph Anderson 
A 2 Jas Dagnie ; Mary mar. Edd Forster ; and Dorcas mar. Alex Grimaldi. 
1711 Grimaldi & wife released their fourth part of messuage to Onesiphoras Dagnia 
of N.C. glass maker. 

1711 Jas Dagnie & Ann his wife released their fourth part of messuage to Onesiphoras 
Dagnie. 

1711 Forster & wife release to Onesiphoras Dagnie their fourth part. 

1718 O. Dagnia released the three fourth parts of this messuage which was in West- 
gate adjoining Denton Chare to John Simpson of N.C. hoastman. It was 
occupied by Edw Cook esq [doubtless of Blakemoor, recorder of Berwick] 

1710 Feb 28 James Dagney N.C. gent & Ann Anderson widow He St Nicholas 
Newcastle, she Ryton. * 
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of the glasshouses in South Shields at this date.* The earliest infonuation I 
can gain is from the ' Cess book ' of St. Hild's chapel. It begins in 1760, 
when there appear to have been only two glasshouses in South Shields, viz : — 

£ s. d. 

Oookson and Deer (paying) 10 3 
John Cookson Esq (paying) 15 6 
In 1782 these rates are £1 Os. 3d. and £1 5s. 6d. In 1783 there is only one 
entry, viz. : — 

J. Oookson & Co. 2 glasshouses. 

Deer married one of Dagnia's daughters, but how the Oooksons came into 
the South Shields glass trade I do not know. John Oookson bought Dagnia's 
property at Oleadon 1753, and perhaps we may conclude that he bought his 
glasshouse ; the late Mr. J. B. Dale is said to have stated that this was so, but 
I do not know what his authority was. At the same time there appears to be 
evidence that the Oooksons owned a glasshouse in South Shields in 1650. 
Perhaps therefore we may conjecture that Dagnia's glasshouse may have been 
that known lately as the bottle works in Holborn and not the crown glass works 
at the Mill Dam. The late Mr. J. 0. Abbs connected Dagnia with * what is 
now Oookson 's glassworks near the Mill Dam in South Shields.' 

In 1738 Dagnia acquired property at Oleadon, of which Surtees in his history 
of Durham says: — * The principal mansion and a small estate in Oleadon belong 
to Bryan Abbs, Esq. In 1738 Thomas Wood (of the city of London, mariner, 
related to the Woods of Beadnell in Northumberland) conveyed to John Dagnia 
of South Shields, gent, for 5502. James Dagnia, the eldest son of John, who 
built the present mansion, purchased the shares of his brothers, Edward, John 
and Onesiphorus, and of his two sisters. On October 24, 1753, the estate was 
sold by auction for 2,000/ to John Oookson of Newcastle, Esq, who again 
conveyed 1st June, 1755 to Dame Hannah Grey for 1,9002.' 

There is a tradition that two bevelled panes of plate glass in the garden door 
of the house at Oleadon were the first manufactured in England ; and also that 
in one of the old bottle house cones ' broad glass ' was made, i.e. what is now 
called ' plate ' or ' rolled ' glass. Mr. J. 0. Abbs used to point these panes out to his 
visitors and relate how the builder of the house had introduced the manufacture 
into this country. He used also to point to some larch trees in the grounds 
as the first planted in England. He said that Dagnia had brought fourteen 
trees from Italy and that five still survived ( in 1865 ). 

Of John Dagnia's wife I find no record except the following obituary notice 
and the entry in St. Hilda's register : — • Saturday night died Mrs. Dagnia relict 
of John Dagnia Esq. a considerable glassowner at Shields. She was a lady of 
great piety, a friend of the poor and a worthy pattern of humility and social 
virtues.'t * 1759 July 10 Hannah Dagnia.' There is an entry of the marriage 
in 1740 of John Da,gnia and Elizabeth Kelly which I was inclined to regard as 
a second marriage of our John Dagnia, but on further consideration I felt 
obliged to conclude that we have here another John Dagnia. Whoever the 
husband may have been, we have no difficulty about the wife. She was a 
daughter of William Kelly} of West Whorlton by his wife Dorothy, daughter of 

* There is however in existence a * Journey Book oommenoing Not. 80, 1741, and ending 
Dec 4, 1742, which relates to a four pot fomace, viz. : ' Sam Newton's pott, Thon - Smith's 
pott, Wm. Murder's pott, odd pott ' ; bat there is nothing to indicate the master'H name. 

St. Hilda's Register recordR the burial of ' Isabel d of John Miller glassman ' in 1710, and 
of a * stranger from the glanHhouse ' in 1727. 

f Neweaatle Journal^ 14th July, 1759. 

t S. Hilda's Register 1740, Aug. 81, John Dagnia & Elizabeth Kelly P.L. 
1728 Will of William Kelly of West Whorlton— lands in Chevington to eldest son John— leg- 
acies to danrs who were or subsequently became as follows : 
Anne wife of . . Von holt of Dookwray 8q. 
Susanne wife of . . Weatherly of N.C. 
Elizabeth wife of Dagnie of N.C. 
Dorothy wife of Ralph Longridge of Newbum. 
1774 Elizabeth Di^ie had mortgaged her lands in Cherington, Weetslade, Aunetsford to 
Geo Lisle of uarville. 

1788 Wm Dagnie of London younger son of Eliz. Dagnie sold her lands in Chevington. 



Coheiress 
to 
brother 
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Ralph Soulsby. This Mrs. John Dagnia by her will (Probate 1787) leaves £5 
as a token to her eldest son John Dagnia, share of lands at Chevington to 
younger son William Dagnia, share of lands at Annitsford to daughter Dorothy 
Fish. In 1788 William Dagnia of London, younger son of Elizabeth Dagnia, 
sold her lands at Chevington. He voted in 1777 and 1780 as ' of London 
merchant.' 

John Dagnia himself died on the 21st April, 1743, and was buried in St. 
Hild's chapel yard where an altar tomb bears the following inscription on its 
southern face : — 



^ j Here lyeth the Body of Mr John I 4 

y Dagnia who departed this life April \ 



the 21 . 1743 Aged 63 Years And his Children 

John -v^^-c^ EVAN DEER a Proprietor 
OneHphorui^c^ of the Bottle houtet in this 
OneHphorus pj^^^ years he died 

QMinc«-v-..-V-- the 17 of April 1790 in the 64 
John -v*,.-^,^ ^ 

Mary -<„.-^-<^-.^ 

Ann .<,^^*.^...<^.^ Edwd Dagnia died Sep 21 . 



On the western end has been a coat of arms and a crest too much weatheied 
to decipher, on the opposite end some carving now completely destroyed, the 
northern side is blank. Evan Deer married Dagnia's younger surviving daughter 
Sarah, and the top is occupied by the record of Evan Deer and his family as 
follows:— HERE lieth interred | the Body of | EVAN DEER | who died 17th 
April 1790 I aged 64 | Also | Sarah wife to the said EVAN | DEER she died 
the 26th of | December 1791 aged 73 | SARAH JACKSON | Daughter of 
Evan & Sarah | Deer died March 25th 1802 | Aged 42* years. | JANE DEER 
Second Daughter of | the above named | EVAN d; SARAH died | the 2l8t 
March 1827 | Aged 67 years. 

The Dagnias are said to have been Italians, and their skill in glassmaking carries 
our thoughts to Venice. The business connection with Benezer Durant and 
the scripture name Onesiphorus suggests to our minds that the family were 
Protestant refugees who sought and found a home in our land. It is evident that 
they prospered in business, and the subject of our memoir is uniformly bono are d 
with the (at that time) dignified title of ' Mr.' in the South Shields registerHs* 
He was able to buy the estate at Cleadon and to build a very handsome mansion 
upon it, and his son James was wealthy enough to purchase from the Jennisons 
the estate of Woolsington, four miles north of Newcastle. If it be the case that he 
introduced the manufacture of plate glass, we may presume that he had scientific 
and inventive genius as well as business capacity. The introduction of the 
larch would suggest that he was an observant traveller, and the house at 
Cleadon shows him to have had an appreciation of the beautiful in nature and 
art. The arrangement of the bedrooms with an alcove for the bed and a 
dressing closet at each side also gives us an idea of refinement of manners. 

It now remains to give some account of the children of John Dagnia, who 
survived him.* James was known as ' the famous gentleman glass blower,' and 

♦ St. Hilda's Register * 43'. 

* 1749 Jas Dagnia Edw Dagnia John Dagnia & Onesiphorus Dagnia 4 of the sons of 
John Dagnia deed, and Onesiphorus Dagnia only son of Jas Dagnia deed, released house 
& key in Sandgate to John Williams [by way of Mortgage.] 
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* the gentleman painter.* Mackenzie in bis Northumberland calls him * a 
celebrated amateur in painting.' Spearman — letters to Sir Cutbbert Sharp, 
Sharp MSS. vol. 71 — says * that be figured in Home as count Dagnia, and that 
he was patronised by earl Mallox, afterwards earl of Rockingham, the earl 
of Denbigh, and the duke of Cleveland.' He adds * Miss Deer, niece of 

Daguia, has bis bronze bust executed in Rome by , and the Rev. — 

Griffith of Newcastle, his nephew and heir at law, if she is dead, may 
have some curiosities collected in his travels. Mr. Deer, commissioner of 
dockyards to George II., left a daughter, a witty, eccentric character. She had 
lent Jimmy Daguia £500, and followed him to Newcastle about it. She 
afterwards married Ter. Knight a captain in the navy and died 1806 or 1807. 
She published a book by private press called * The adventures of Jemmy 
Gosemore Dagnia ' similar to ' The adventures of a Guinea'.' As already stated 
he purchased the Woolsington estatef from the Jennisons, but very soon 
afterwards he sold it to the Bells. 

Edward (baptized at St. Hilda's on the 19th April, 1720) voted as a skinner 
and glover at the Newcastle elections in 1741, 1777, 1780. In 1777 he seems 
to have been living at St. Anthonys, and in 1780 at South Shields, but the 
baptism on 2 Dec. 1756 of Ben. Clayton son of Edwd and Hannah Dagnia is 
recorded in the Sunderland register. 

John (baptized 1722) voted in 1777 and 1780 as * of Newcastle Merchant '. 
He had a sou and a grandson each named John, and a grandaughter seems to 
be the lady who in 1799 married Capt. Wm. Major of North Shields.* 

Onesiphorus married on 26th June, 1752, Mary Hutcheson of Church Eelloe, 
and two of their children were baptized at St. Hilda's, Simon in 1751 and Maiy 
in 1753. 

Jane may have been the second daughter mentioned by Surtees as joining in 
the sale of the Cleadon property to James Dagnia. 

Sarah became the wife of Evan Deer who shares Dagnia's tombstone, and 
apparently had two daughters, Sarah and Jane. Sarah married Anthony 
Thomas Griffith, merchant in Newcastle ( who died at Houghton-le- Spring in 
1790), and had issue three daughters and one son, Rev. Henry Deer Griffith, 
soiuetime incumbent of St. Andrew's, Newcastle ( see pedigree of Griffith of 
Honghton-le- Spring in Surtees's Durham). She must have married again since 
she was buried as the wife of Henry Dalton Jackson, gent. Cookson and Deer 
were associated in the glasshouse, in certain salt pans, and in a brick garth. 
Mr. Deer was rated in 1773 and 1784 for one fourth of a farm. In 1793 
Miss Deer is rated for a tenement and Mr. E. Deer for Caldwell field, for (the 
Barnes ?) house and for brickyards. He had a pew in the south gallery of St. 
Hilda's. 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Adamson for his interesting paper. 
See pedigree of the Dagnias on the next page. 



* The following extracts seem to refer to this branch of the Dagnias : — 



1754 Jan. 16. John s. of John & Mary Dagnia. S. Hilda'u Register. 
1794 11 Feb. John Dagnia the younger Son of John Da^a of N.C. gent, was 

articled to C. D. Purvis of N.O. sol. 
1799 on Thursday at Tynemouth Church Capt. Wm. Major of this port to Miss 

Dagnia of Dockwray Sq. NeweastU Courant 23rd November, 1799. 
1802 died on Thursday Mrs. Dagnia Dockwray Sq. North Shields wid of Mr. John 
Dagnia. Newcastle Courant 16th October, 1802. 



f 1747. To be let at Woolsington (4 milef from N.C.) 8 farms apply James Dagnia Esq 
Cleadon Mr. Joh Ward of Benridge or Mr. Wm. Peck of WoolBvagton.— Newcastle Journal 
24th January. 
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ST. Andrew's ghxjbch, Newcastle. 
Mr. R. Swarley Thorpe said he wished to call the attention of the Society to the 
alterations going on at St. Andrew's church, Newcastle. It appeared in opening 
out the Holy Trinity chantry they had come upon the tomb of Sir Aymer de 
Athol. He had seen it that day, and heard that it was proposed to lower the 
floor of the chantry to the level of the floor of the church. Now, the church 
floor was already about a foot higher than it was originally, and if they were 
to lower the floor, he thought it would spoil the efiiect altogether, and besides, 
it would disturb the tombstones that were now laid. It would be a pity to do 
this. It was also suggested that a layer of concrete should be laid over the 
whole. 

The secretary ( Mr. Blair) thought some of the gravestones found were most 
interesting. One stone is inscribed ' The Burial Place of | john IiANOLANDS 
Goldsmith ' being that of the well-known goldsmith of Newcastle. 

The Chairman asked if Mr. Thorpe had any authority for the statement he 
had made. 

Mr. Thorpe said they were carrying away earth from the place now. Perhaps 
the Chairman could give them some information. 

The Chairman said he knew nothing about the affair, nothing more than he 
had seen in the newspapers. 

Mr. W. H. Enowles said the excavations revealed several monments, including 
that of Sir Aymer de Athol. If no other member of the Society were interested in 
the matter, he would be very glad to measure and indicate the position of the stones 
and to record the inscriptions. He had simply glanced at the article in the 
Newcastle Chronicle that morning, and he gathered that the writer had fallen into 
the usual mistake that St. Andrew's was the oldest church in Newcastle. This 
was not correct, for at St. Nicholas's and St. John's they found the oldest 
foundations. The existing portion of the brass taken from the monument 
of Sir Aymer de Athol and dame Mary his wife is now in the Black Gate 
museum.* It would, perhaps, be well to note all that was discovered in the 

This portion of the brass consists of the two feet of the knight and the animal on 
which they rested, as shewn in the illustration appended. For a short note of the brass see the 
Arch. Aeliana vol. XV, p. 80. The fragment was fortunately saved from the melting pot by 
Monsignor Eyre, now Archbishop of Glasgow, who was at the time of the last ' restoration ' 
of the church a member of the society. He presented it to the society's museum where it 




now is. The large slab ( 11 ft. 1 in. long by 4 ft. 7 ins. wide and 7 ins. thick ) in which the 
brasses were inlaid shews the matrices of two figures under orocketted canopies, the inscrip- 
tion being around the verge of the stone. The monument in its original condition must 
have been very fine. The destroyers richly deserve to be pilloried for their unnecessary 
vandalism . 
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cliantry of the Holy Trinity, and he would first see Mr. Hicks the architect for 
the alterations, in whose hands the work could be safely entrusted. The 
monument found was, no doubt, contemporary with the work of the fourteenth 
century ; there were also slabs of the seyenteenth century. 

The Chairman thought the offer of Mr. Knowles was a valuable one, and one 
which they should accept. In regard to what Mr. Thorpe had said about moving 
the tombstones or covering some of them up again, he thought they should 
obtain some positive information. 

Mr. Knowles thought that was a mistake on the part of Mr. Thorpe. There 
was no vandalism, he imagined, contemplated. He noticed that some ancient 



grave covers, which he remembered as once standing on the south side of the 
tower, were now placed in the church. 

Mr. Thorpe said he had heard it was suggested to cover the stones with 
cement. 

Mr. William Vincent, one of the c'lurch wardens of St. Andrew's, said that Mr. 
Thorpe had been misinformed. He might say for himself, for the vicar, and for 
his fellow-churchwardens, that their wish was to have everything of antiquarian 
interest most carefully protected, and in any way they could they would take the 
greatest possible care that no injury was done to anything that was found. 
They had made special arrangements with Mr. Hicks, the architect, to the effect 
that everything of antiquarian interest should be taken the greatest care of. So 
far as the contract was concerned, if they happened to come across anything 
that would indicate any of the old building, and possibly the lost chantry, which 
they thought might stand upon the present vestry, it was decided that the 

* In * YestigeB of Old Newcastle and Gateshead ' (pp. 250, 1, 2) there are plates of the 
chnrch, the tower, and the chancel arch the oldest part of the church. The illustrations here 
given, also from the same book, have been kindly lent by Mr. Knowles. 
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contract should be altered so that they might pay for any difference in work. 
So far as the de Athol tombstone was concerned, he might say it had been 
snggested by one of the churchwardens, Dr. Arnison, that a cast should be taken, 
which the churchwardens might either take care of themselves or give to the 
Society of Antiquaries, though he did not promise the latter. They wished to 
have the slab so protected that they might know where it was. They 
might depend that every care woulcl be taken. Mr. Thorpe had made 
some reference to lowering the floor. They did not expect, in lowering 
the floor of the chantry to the level of the floor of the chancel, that they would 
do any injury to anything. Indeed, they had such an able architect to direct 
their operations that they might be sure that no barm would be done. 
Speaking for himself, he had a great deal to do with what was going on ; and, 
if Mr. Enowles cared to co-operate with him, he would be glad to assist him as 
far as possible. 



The Bev. 0. E. Adamson referring to a question at a former meeting of the 
society read the following extract from Parochial Records db Churchwarden^^ 
Accounts^ edited for the Surtees Society by the Rev. J. Barmby, relating to the 
parish of Pittington. It is the first entry in the vestry book : — *' Item. It is 
agreed by the consent of the whole parishe to electe and chuse out of the same 
xij men to order and define all common causes pertaininge to the churche, as 
shall appertaine to the profit and commoditie of the same, without molestation 
or troublinge of the rest of the common people.*' So that the reason given for 
the origin of this ancient vestry was to save the common people from any 
further bother or trouble, and probably this was the origin of very many of 
these close vestries. Mr. Adamson understood that at Boldon the number of 
members coincided very suggestively with the number of the principal tenants 
of the Boldon Buk. At Haltwhistle the number was thirteen, the same as the 
number of the townships in the parish. It would be interesting to know if there 
were other cases where the number of the vestry corresponded with some other 
number in the parish. Nowadays where there is an open vestry, the attendance 
is too often limited to a select few in whose hands the majority of the parishioners 
are content to leave the business of tlie parish, and we may draw an idea of the 
past from the analogy of the present. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) suggested that Mr. Bo well who had some knowledge 
of the constitution of the Gateshead vestry should take this subject in hand 
and prepare a paper for the society. 



ANCIENT VESTRIES. 




'CREEiNG TROUGH ', presented by Mrs. Cail. 
( See p. 155. ) 
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Vol. VI. 1894. No. 23. 



The first conntry meeting of the season was held on Wednesday the ISth day 
of June, 1894, at 

HARTLEPOOL AND HART. 

Members assembled at the Hartlepool railway station at 11-30 a.m., where 
they were joined by Mr. Vick and other friends. They then walked by way of 
the new promenade nnder Mr. Vick's guidance to the 

OHUBOH OP SAINT HILDA. 

In passing through the churchyard attention was directed to the large Bruce 
tomb, formerly in the choir, but now, owing to the shortening of the chancel, in 
the churchyard. There is a shield on each of its sides bearing a lion rampant. 
These are now upside down, shewing that at some time the tomb has been 
reconstructed and the shields reversed. On walking round the sacred edifice 
two shields built upside down in the outside wall of the south aisle, one apparent- 
ly bearing a aaltire, the other a mascle, were noticed. 

Members entered the church and were met by the rector (the Rev. E. 
R. Omsby) and his churchwardens. When all were seated the Rev. J. F. 
Hodgson of Witton-le-Wear read a very interesting paper on the church and on 
that of Darlington, comparing the two and stating it as his opinion that both 
churches were purely Transitional and wholly erected in the time of bishop 
Padsey during the last quarter of the twelfth century. As regards Darlington 
he differed from the late Sir Gilbert Scott, who gave a later date ; Mr. Hodgson 
adduced many reasons for his opinion which seemed conclusive. The paper, it 
is hoped, will be printed in externa with suitable illustrations in the Archaeologia 
AeUana, 

The rector then said a few words. He stated that an abbey was founded 
here in 640 under the auspices of Aidan, bishop of Lindisfame, by St. Hien or 
Hieu, identified by some as Bega, was presided over by St. Hilda, and was 
destroyed in 800 by the Danes. The town was much damaged and was rebuilt 
by Egfrid, bishop of Lindisfame, in the middle of the ninth century. St. 
Hilda's church stands on a height at the south-east of the town, commanding 
an extensive sea view ; was founded during the time of Richard I. ; retains a 
fine Transitional Norman south doorway, now covered in by a porch ; the 
greater part of the chancel was taken down in 1724 ; the original length was 
seventy feet. The church consists now of nave and aisles with chancel of four 
bays, two of which were rebuilt in 1869 at a cost of £1600. It is now 45 feet long. 
The nave is 85 feet long and 44 wide ; restored in 1867, when the floor was lowered ; 
the full length of the church is now 130 feet. Both nave and chancel have a clere- 
storey of arcade triplets. There is a massive tower at the west end 78 
feet high, with very large flying buttresses, the latter rebuilt in 1838. There 
were formerly three chantries*. The structure presents a rugged, storm-beaten, 
* Bee page 176. 
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and highly imposing appearance. In it there are two ancient stone effigies, and 
a brass of the time of Elizabeth,! and had in the centre of its chancel a hage 
altar- tomb, before referred to, now several feet outside of the east wall, bearing 
the lion of the Bruces. Two grave covers were found during recent repairs, oue 
with a ship incised upon it (see p. 20). 

The communion plate (for description see these Proceedings^ vol. iii, p. 221) 
was then examined. The bells are described in the same volume, p. 6. 

The ancient registers were examined in the vestry with much interest, as was 
also an old iron key with lozenge shaped open head found during the recent 
repairs. 

The earliest volume of the registers contains a record of baptisms, etc., from 
the year 1566. The entries have been copied from paper on to parchment in 
1598, as the handwriting is the same to the 26th November of that year. On 
the paper fly leaf is a statement dated Ist June, 1816, signed by Wm. Wilson, 
the perpetual curate, and Sir Cuthbert Sharp, the historian of Hartlepool, 
churchwarden, that the register was examined vrith the greatest care and 
attention, and that there were in the book ' of pages 148, pages 9, 11, 49, 129, 
and 141 were defective.' The book is strongly bound, and has been well taken 
care of, the leaves of which there are 74, being of parchment. 

On the first page this is written : — ' Ninth day of September, 1664, Frances 

Whitehead of Hartin ... in the County of Durham formerly Chosen 

by the . . . and honseholders of Hartinpoole aforesaid, was the day and yeare 
aboue written, sworue and . . . Register for Marriages, Birthes, [&] Burialls 
in the Parochiall Chapell of Hartinpoole aforesaid, according to the late act of 
Parliament Concerninge the same. C. Fulthorpe.' 

On the second pttge ' The Register Booke fforye Chapplerie of hartinpoole At 
ye publique charge of ye said p'sh provided And at ye feast of Michaell the 
Archangell, In Ano dni 1598. Bought at London, Bye Willu' wrighte of 
hartinpole, Marchante, and then churchwarden there Allso. Price, vjs, 8d.' 

This is followed by : — • All ye Christenyugs, weddings & burialls conteyned 
in ye former paper register Booke of ye said chappie are trulie thenc« . . . 
bed transcripted and engrossed Into this ))resent Register booke as By mvtuall 
conference thereof May, and doth more fully appeare.' 

Then on the third page the register proper begins with : — ' The Names of 
such children as were Baptized in the chappie of hartynpoole In ye yeare of our 
lord god, 1566, & taken out of a register booke in paper made thereof as followeth. 
Julye 14, 1566, was baptized Margar[et], the Child of John Browne. 

The Marriages wh' happened and were celebrated in the said chappie In ye 
yeare of or lord 1566. 

S Noue'ber, 1566, leonarde Johnson and Joane hunter were married. 
The Burialls of ye yeare 1566. 
1567, 8 July, Dorrithe ye daughter of Thomas Armstrong 
8 december, Raphe claxton, an old ma*. 

At the bottom of each page is this certificate : * Concordant* cu' originali 
Teste me Johan [u] e Robson clerico Vicario de harte et hartynpoole William 
Wright Wm Matthewe ' 

1568. 

August 80 Baphe ye child of Richard claxton [bap] . 

7 Aprill Agnas Boor, an olde woman [bur] . 

14 May Christobell Maddeson, ye wif of Robert Maddeson [bur] 

1574 We fynd no moe christenyugs in the old Register booke in ye said yeare. 

1574 11-day of Aprill Gilberte Nicholson vnto Margaret hvtton [mar.] 

We fynde that in ye olde Register booke Nothing was Recorded In Axmo dni 1576. 
1581 14 februarie Parcyvalle, ye Child of Edmond Bell [bap.] 

1588 2 Julye Farcy valle Belle vnto Jane Tarleton [mar] . 

(There Be no buryalls recorded in the said yeare [1588] in the olde register booke In 
1584 only 3 are recorded and a similar certificate. In 1585 no weddings or burials. Same in 1586.) 
1593 [-4] 6 January Jane Bell,* ye wif of Parcyvell Bell [bur]. 

* The brass in the church relates to Jane Bell who is described ' as a vertvovs 
gentell woman*. For further particulars of this brass see Proceedings III, p. 8, and Archaeo- 
logia Aeliana XY, p 84, where there is a representation of it. 
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1596 18 : May ClareoRse Babyngton vnto Margaret Machell [mar] . 

1696 8 September Robert Willson and Robert Robinson were drowned & wracked in ye sea 
1696 9 december, Christofer harte, John hart ye elder, John harte ye younger, and Thomas 
todd were all of them drow[n]ed out of one Bote. 

1596 [-7] 18 March Joone Bell, ye chilld of mr Parcyvell Bell [bap] 

1597 May 18 Willu' Raughton Christofer Chester ye younger and Willn' Mathew, servant 
to Willu' Wilkynson were a litle from the Sands cast fourth of ther coble & so were lost 

In memoratu* qd. decimo tertio die ffebruarii navem Londinensis introivit Anno 169|. 

Sit memoratu* qd Alicia Widdison cum milite Lockerby Anglo Britanno in secundu* die' 

Novembris tota' pervigilabat nocte'.* 
1598 [-9] February 25 John Nellie a poor layme boy [bui-yed]. 
1599 AprUl 22 Mary, ye Child of mr Parcyuall Bell [bap.] 

1599 [-600], februarij 18 Sit memoratum qd [the letter O with a perpendicular line down 
centre] tertio die februarij in Navem Londinens introibat ubi cum magistri Socio, &c. 

februarij SS). Sit memoratu' qd M*D [in a circle] navis magistri socio vocato Alexandro 
Pomperay utebatur. 

' As for manages we had none at this ton last yeares [ 1645 ] as appeares by the booke 
Churchwardens Will : Moore Richard Langleys and Joseph Stainbanck Clar*. 

' Colectors for the Royall aid Bess in year — ^97 cheat'd most aborainabbily the town of 
Hartinpoole gathering by the value of [blank] I. where it was not due '. 

* Remember man that die thou must and afterward retume to dust 

John Lawson of Thorp Bulmer, by his will dated October 14th, 1590, directed 
his body to be buried * in the Church att Hart nighe unto the grave of my 
brother Raiph ' who was buried * in the porfcch in the south yland of the church 
hard by the south wall.* He gave to the poor of Hart, Hesleden and Stranton, 
£8, and * to the repairinge of the peare att Hartlepooll 408 to be delivered unto 
Percivell Bell of Hartlepol to that use.' (38 Surtees Soc, Publications, p. 183). 

Donations were often made to the friars of Hartlepool. The following are 
culled from Northern Wills db Inventories, vols, i & ii ( Surtees Society 
Publications ) : — 

1259, Novr., Martin de Santa Cruce Master of Sherbum Hospital gave half a mark to the 
' Fratribus Minoribus de Herterpol ' and to the ' Fratribus Predicatoribus ibidem '. 
1848, Cecilia Underwood gave ' fratribus de Hertilpool xiij< ird,* 

1871, Jan. 20, William Menville lord of Horden left a portion of 50 marks, & £5 to the 
convent of the ' fratrum Minorum de Hertilpole '. 

1872, John Ogle by will made on feast of St. Mw. Apostle directed his body to be buried 
in the cemetery of the ' Fratrum Minorum de Hertilpole ' & he gave 5 marks to the order 

1420, Jan. 16, Matilda Bowes lady of Dalden to the ' Fratribus de Hertilpole j quarterium 
frumenti.' 

1428, Sep. 8, Robt. Wjclyf rector of Rudby gave to the mendicant friars of Hartlepool 20« 

1429, Roger Thornton of Newc. by his will of ' thursday next before yoleday ' gave to the 
Convent of Hartlepool to pray for his soul 10 marks. 

1435, July 21, Thomas Hebbeden dean of St. Andw. Auckland gave 6/8 to the ' fratribus 
minoribus de Hertilpole '. 

1436, Dec. 20. John Palman alas Coke to the same ' j towell '. 

1476, Octr. 81, John Trollop sr. of Thomlaw directed his body to be buried in 
the church ' Fratrum Minorum de Hertilpole '. He gave 4 marks to brothers John Fery & 
Wm. Durham for masses in the same church for his soul & those of his wife parents &c, & to 
the cpnvent of the same 10 marks & also 20 marks. Richard Vavasour < majore de Hertilpole* 
is one of the attesting witnesses. He left to his son John ' unam magnam ollam eneam. 
appellatam * Olde Thomlawe.' * 

1514-5, Jan. 22, Sir Ralph Bigod to orders of ' Frers in Hertilpool yis. viijd. to pray for 
his ROule his father & mother & childrens souls.' 

1521, May 5, Ambrose Pudsey of Bolton to ' 4 orders of Friars vi« viiid. Freres of 
Lancastre & Hartillpole to be ij of them.' 

1522, Ap. 10, John Trollop of Thornley to the ' freers of Hertelpole x< to synge a trentall 
for my Soule ' & to his son John ' the bras pottes called Thornley Pottes and berry Pot and 
all these to be ayre loomes to the place.' 

1530, Jan. 12, John Saver of Worsall ' To ye frears obseruant of . . Hertipole v< '. 

1580, Feb. 4, John Ledum of Whitby, < Frears of Hertilpole v«.' 

1581. Oct. 6, Sir Wm. Bulmer for the ' souls of his father mother & wife lOs.* 
1581, Oct. 6, Sir Wm Bulmer the elder, ' Freers of Hertilpoole vis. yiiid.' 

* 'The explanation of the vigil to which special attention is drawn at p. 29 of the Hartle- 
pool Register may be this, that the man and woman were conforming to a rule of the Church, 
not always observed, of keeping vigil the live-long nig^t preceding their wedding day. They 
would be prepared to communicate at the earliest Mass before proceeding to the Sacrament 
of Marriage. As confirmatory of the above, in a piece that was recently x>erformed 
at the new theatre in St. Martin's-lane, ' The Wedding Eve,' the intending bridegroom and 
bride-elect are made to retire for the purpose of keeping such vigil.' Church Times. 
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1681 Sepfcr. 28, Catht. Conyera of Layton gave the * Freen & mill ft land Hartlepoole ' 
to Mw & Gutht. ConyerH. 

1586, Ap. 15, Mary Thoraell of Newcastle left to her brother [in law] * Pereyvall Bell 
[husband of her sister Jane — the Jane Bell of the brass] for a token of remembrance ' lOt. 

From Ecclesiastieal Proceedings of Bishop Barnes (Snr. Soc. Pablieations) : 

Nicholas Pert was inatitoted 1 Jan. 1501-2 to the perpetual chantry of St Nidiolas in the 
chapel of * Hertilpoole ' yacant by the death of John Orevison ; and Wm. Wright was 
instituted 12 Feb. 1501-2 to the perpetual chantry of the Annunciation of the blessed Maiy 
the Viif^n in the chapel of ' St Hilde of Hertipoole ' yacant by the death of John Chrayeson, 
both on the presentation of the mayor and corporation {j^. yiii). 

John Holme incumbent of the chantry of Our Lady m Hartlepool parish church (p. Izix). 

St. Mary's chantry in ' Hartilpole church ' is also mentioned (p. 5). 

In the * Paryshe of Hartlepole ' there were of Howselinge people occzx (p. Ixix). 

Ml*. Thorpe stated that about 40 years ago he visited Hartlepool when the 
fonndations of the old chapel of St. Helen's on the sand hills to the north of the 
town were disinterred, and he remembered that a quantity of human remains 
were exhumed in the chancel. 

After a hearty vote of thanks had been accorded to Mr. Ormsby, the party, 
again under Mr, Yick's guidance, walked along the south wall of the town and 
inspected the water gate. Light refreshments were partaken of at the King's 
Head. At one o'clock, the party, consisting of about twenty, set off in two 
brakes for Hart which was reached about two o'clock. At 

HABT CHUBCH, 

which is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene,* the Rev. H. E. Powell, the vicar, 
and his brother, met the members and pointed out the chief objects of interest in 
and about the church. 

The structure consists of nave, north and south aisles, chancel, south porch, 
and large square tower. The nave with its aisles is 49 ft 6 ins. square. The 
Perpendicular north arcade of two bays has been cut through the Norman wall, 
while the south arcade of three bays is of very late Perpendicular date. The 
tower arch, cut through an earlier wall, is of the Transitional period. In 
walking round . the ancient buildiug, the very large stones in the angles of 
the Early English tower, each about six feet long by a foot wide, and a repre- 
sentation of St. George and the dragon, much decayed, on the south wall of 
the chancel were specially noted. 

The interior was then entered. Arranged on a bench were a number of 
fragments of pre-Conquest crosses, two wheel-turned baluster shafts, etc., etc. 
while built into the west wall of the nave, a panel of a pre-Conqnest cross on 
which are two figures in relief was noticed. Particularly noted were the remains 
of the pre-Conquest chancel arch (through and beneath which a later arch 
has been cut ) and the triangular headed opening 
above it, the range of grotesque Norman gargoyles 
in the north aisle of the original aisleless church 
on which the ancient water tabling rests, a pre- 
Conquest sundial and a curious incised inscription 
(see illustration) both inserted in the inside of the 
west wall, and the Norman font and ornate 
fifteenth century octagonal fontf the latter haying 
in alternate panels on the bowl the evangelistic 
symbols with saints between, and on the stem 
kings, bishops and priests. The communion plate 

(described vol. iii, p. 221) was exhibited, and also , « mu 

the recisters, etc. The bells are described in the same volume p. 16. The 
origin^ altar slab, 6 ft. 7 ins. long by 1 ft. 9 ins. broad, with four of its crosses 
visible, is at the west end of the church. 

* Bacon's lAber BegU gives the value of Hart and * HarUpole » as £ 11 ITs. Id. and £180. 
+ The fifteenth century font is described in the TratmutiotiB of the Durham & North- 
umberland Archaeological Society. 
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The Rev. J. F. Hodgson said that, whereas the north aisle arcade, a little the 
earlier of the two, is pierced through the Norman wall, that on the south, 
together with the aisle had been built entirely anew in late Perpendicular 
times, hence the thinness of the arches and columns. 

The remains of an ancient house to the west of the church were then visited. 
They are probably the fragments of the parsonage, provided for such of ihe 
canons of Gisbiirne as served the church. The two windows in the wall are 
small and unimportant and of late fourteenth or early fifteenth century date. 

Thanks were voted by acclamation to Mr. Powell on the motion of Mr. Moore. 

Members then returned to the carriages and were driven to Elwick Hall 
rectory. The rector, the Rev. G. W. Reynolds, met them and drew their 
attention to the sheltered position of the village of Elwick and pointed out 
several old houses in it. The 

CHURCH OF ELWICK HALL 

was next reached. After a walk round the outside, the structure was entered 
when the rector read the following paper : — 

THE PARISH CHDRCH OF ELWICK HALL AND YILLAOE OF ELWICK. 

As the youngest member of this society and a recent importation into the 
kingdom of Northumbria, I should doubt my power of interesting you in the 
remote and secluded parish of Elwick Hall, and especially as coming fresh from 
the magnificent church of St. Hilda and curious and interesting church of Hart, 
but that I believe that every ancient parish and church has its historical interest 
and architectural features deserving attention, and if J fail to make the subject 
worthy of the attention of this meeting, it will be through my youth and in- 
experience and not because the subject is barren. 

The variFh of Elwick Ha'l, sometimes called the West parish, derives the 
name of Elwick, written variously in the register of bishop Eellow, Elwick, 
Elleswick, Ellewick, EUwyk, from An?lo- Saxon Ealh = Hall, and wik= village. 
The village thus taking its name from the hall, indicates that there was 
here in Saxon times a hall, and a village dependent on it. This name seems to 
shew with great plainness the condition of the parish in Saxon times. The 
Saxon lord owning the estate, which in due time became the parish (bounded 
for the most part by becks ), had his hall on the site of the present rectory 
which has always been known as Elwick Hall. In a thinly populated 
parish lying so near to the sea and therefore exposed to the ravages of 
Danes and Northmen it would be impossible for the farmers and labourers to 
live in the open rountrv, presenting their goods nnd cattle an easy prey to 
marauders : they theref re lived for mutual succour and the thane's protection 
in the village adjoining though not actually on the lord's estate, and therefore 
called * the village of the hall.' Even at the present day the village of Elwick 
contains buildings of considerable antiquity : there are remains of 16th and 17th 
century houses, and these appear in many cases to have been erected on still 
older foundations. Many of these ancient foundations are rude blocks of un- 
hewn stone apparently brought from the seashore to serve, as I think, for the 
bases of the Saxon framed or wattled houses, inhabited by the early dwellers 
here. 

This view is supported by two arguments ; { i ) The church, fit)m the 
earliest times occupied the same site as the present one, being placed at the 
extreme verge of the parish, so as to be within reach of the inhabitants of the 
village as well as the hall. ( ii ) The position of the village, lying as it does 
in a hollow, hidden by the crown of a hill from view of the sea, was admirably 
selected so as to afford no tempting bait to the bands of robbers who came in 
their long boats to the adjacent shore. 
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That there was a Saxon church here is proved by the two stones of pre- 
conqaest date, forming parts of monamental crosses similar to so many found 
in the ancient heritage of St. Cuthl)ert, which are now placed on either side 
of the chancel arch, the one on the north being, I think, a sculpture repre- 
senting the Tem])tation in Paradise, or the Expalsion of Adam and Eve ; that 
on the south being carved with the intertwining pattern common on crosses of 
that period. The Saxon church may have been built of wood, but about three 
years ago I am informed that something like the stone foundations of an earlier 
building was discovered about six feet to the north of the present church. 

It must be admitted that much of this earliest history is conjectural, but the 
conjectnre seems so well fomided both on reason and known facts that I think 
it mH commend itself to diligent students of the habits and doings of our Saxon 
ancestors. 

It would seem that the estate remained intact in the hands of the Saxon 
owners till the Gonquest, for it passed with the rest of Hert and Hertness to 
Bobert de Bras, the first of that name, and was inherited by his son who married 
Agnes de Panell, and who by her had three children, two sons, one who succeeded 
as lord of Skelton, the other as lord of Annandale the ancestor of Bobert de 
Brus, king of Scotland, and one daughter Agatha, married to Banulph son of 
Bibald, lord of Middleham, to whom he, the second Bobert Brus, gave the 
manor of Ailewic in Hertuess as a marriage portion. This gift probably was 
made before the year 1129, when * moved by the counsel and advice of Pope 
Galixtus II. and of Thurstine, archbishop of York, he founded in honour of God 
and the blessed Virgin Maiy, a monastery of regular canons and gave to the 
same the whole of Gisbura, etc., and, inter alia, the churches of Hart and 
Stranton in the county of Durham with all their dependencies belonging to them.' 

It would be interesting to follow the history of Elwick Hall, but in the absence 
of access to records and books, which, now that 1 have leisure for such research, 
seem no longer available, I can only add that some part of the estate passed 
into the hands of the earls of Westmorland, and that the whole is now divided 
among several proprietors, the largest being the marquis of Londonderry. 

One farm belongs to the dean and canons of Durham, probably as successors 
to the monastery of Durham, and it would be worth while to trace, if it were 
possible, whether it became theirs by purchase or by foreclosure in mortgage 
granted by the owner as security for money lent, as, according to the excellent 
paper read at Durham recently by the Bev. Dr. Greenwell, president of the 
Durham Archaeological Society, was frequently dime, and was one chief cause 
of lands passing into the hands of the monasteries. 

The present church* dedicated to St. Peter, stands at the extreme verge of the 
parish, where it is bounded by Hart parish. It connists of nave, north and 
south aisles, chnncel, tower, and modern vestry on the south side, the 
lower portion of which serves as porch. The dimensions are as follow : nave 
and aisles, 44 feet by 37 feet ; chancel, 27 feet by 13| feet. The nave is 
divided from the aisles by two arcades of four arches each, and from the chancel 
by an ari-h which I believe to have been executed about fifty yeais since and 
to be a re)>roduction of the original. The style is that prevailing in the latter 
part of the twelfth century known as Transitional. I take the date to be 
between A.D. 1180-90, basing my opinion chiefly on the capitals of the responds 
of the north aisle. 

Elwick Hall church is then one of the very large number of churches which 
were built in part, or in whole, in the time of bishop Hugh Pudsey, 
1153-95. As a comparative stranger to this part of England I have been greatly 
strack with the fact that so many churches were either erected or enlarged 
during this particular period. So far as I know no other part of England 
witnesses to such a wave of church building energy in the latter part of the 
twelfth century. 

* Bacon, Liber RegU, gives the value as £20 18b. l^d. aosording to the king's books. 
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The font may be of the same period bat it has been so worked over as to 
make it difficult to say positively whether it is original or a reproduction. The 
entrance doorway (there is only one) is of the same date as the south aisle 
which it enters. The hood-mould is terminated on the west side by a mitred 
head ; the terminal of the other is hidden by the tower. The inside walls have 
been plastered throughout so that it is impossible to see if any fragments of an 
earlier building are imbedded in the masonry. There is an ancient sculptured 
stone in the south wall, westward of the tower. It is much decayed but I take 
it to be a representation of the Crucifixion, with the figures of St. Mary and 
St. John on either side of the cross. It is too much worn to give any proof of 
its date, but as there is no evidence of any alteration or addition before the 
seventeenth century, it is probably coeval with the original structure. There 
are no monuments on the walls of nave or aisles. On the south side of the 
chancel there is a monument to Dr. Robert Parker, rector from 17il to 1776, 
erected by Sir Thomas Parker a privy councillor, his brother, and on the north 
side are several monuments of the fiunily of the Bev. James Allan Park who was 
rector from 1828 to 1871. In the floor of the chancel lies the stone altar slab 
with its five crosses, and westward of it a large stone probably covering a vault. 
As Dr. Parker, before mentioned, and Mrs. Ashmal of Amerston hall, are both 
said to have been buried * within ' the church, it may be conjectured to cover 
, the grave of one, most likely the former. The present floor of the church is in 
the chancel paved and in the nave and aisles laid with concrete or wood, and 
contains no inscription. 

The walls externally shew signs of much disturbance. The portion 
least meddled with is the chancel which has good masonry of small square 
stones and parts of a string course of very early date. Under tlie westernmost 
window of Uie chancel is the blocked up remainder of a ' low-side ' window, but 
this is evidently a later insertion. Jambs and sills of the original simple lancet 
windows are visible in several places and one such window remains entire on 
, the south side, between the tower and west end. A portion of a stone coffin 
lid with shaft and base of incised cross is built into the north wall. 

The tower, except the topmost stage, was, according to the churchwardens* 
account book and an inscription in front, * rebuilt ' in 1813, but this probably 
means extensively repaired and in some cases altered much for the worse, as 
will be seen by the wood-cut* shewing the tower before such alteration. 
■ The stones of the present tower shew very early working and angle buttresses 
, in the free angles have been omitted, the pointed doorway gives place to a round 
headed one. The upper stage of the tower with its poor battlements 
, was added about sixty years since. It would be well worth while to rebuild this 
, tow^r on a more dignified seale. There are two bells, each bearing an inscrip- 
, tion ; (i) DEO . gloiiia . chbistopheb . hodson . made . 1694 . sah ; (ii) sou 
{shield) DEO (shield) gloria (shield) 1664 . s s ; this was cast by Samuel Smith 
ofYork.1 

The platef consists of a chalice with cover bearing date 1667. The form of the 
chalice resembles, and yet differs from, the Elizabethan chalices. It is engraved 
both on cup and cover with floriated bands and the cup bears the inscription : 
* The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin^ ; on the bottom of the 
foot is */or elwicke 1667.'' The only mark is tm in heart-shaped shield, with 
bird below, the mark of Thomas Mangy, silversmith, of York. There are also 
a flagon, inscribed in script The gift of the Revd Dr. Richardson to his 
Church of Elivick Hall, of the latter part of the last century, and bread dish 
and chaUce, all massive, but not otherwise specially interesting. 

There are, so far as I know, no evidences of alteration or addition 
till shortly after the Restoration, when it is interesting to recall that John 

* See it at p. 177. 

+ See Proceedings^ vol. Ill, p. 40, for description of bells, and p. 285 for description of 
plate. ■ . 
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Oosin was bishop of Darham. The bishop, who has left his mark in the church 
history of the period, was rector of Elwick Hall from 1624 till the Commonwealth 
when he was replaced by one John Bowej . Immediately on the Restoration 
Gosin was made bishop of Darham, and it is possibly dae to him that in or 
about 1667 some considerable repairs were executed. The bench ends in the 
chancel and the two windows are of about that period. Otherwise I can find 
nothing to connect bishop Cosin with the work of the church. He held the 
liiriug of Brancepeth at the same time as Elwick Hall and probably left the 
entire work of this parish, but not all its revenues, to his curate Roger Mare. 

At some time before Hutchinson wrote his History of Durham it appears 
that the chancel arch became ruinous, for he states that the chancel was entered 
by a low circular-headed opening. I gather that the archway was built up 
leaving the small opening, my reason for such conclusion being that a canred 
stone, now lying in the churchyard, could only have been the capital of one of 
the supporting pillars of the original chancel arch. The present arch was erected 
by the late Rev. J. A. Park, who also put in several of the present windows in 
place of sash windows with wooden frames. In 1887 the church was repewed 
and the roof of the chancel renewed. 

It remains to re-roof nave and aisles. The present roof was put on about 
the year 1812 ; it is meanly constructed of rough unseasoned timber and is 
much decayed. Plans have been prepared and a strenuous effort will be made 
to carry out the work daring the present year. 

The registers begin in 1592. The first volume consists of two registers of 
parchment leaves stitched within the same cover of brown calf, the earlier 
is 9i ins. long by 7 ins. wide. On page 82 of the later register the statement, 
signed by John Brownrigg, curate in 1813, occurs that there were 99 pages in 
the book extending from 1592 to 174^. Three short leaves of parchment on 
which arc no^es of inductions of rectors, etc., are not included. The first page 
begins : — 

Ao Do. 1592 
The BegiRter of West Elwloke 
Tertias Octobris Robertas greson Alias Thome greson Baptizatas fait Anno p'dioto 

The next entry is a marriage, but it is difficult to decipher as some people have 
written their names, etc., all over the page. Down to 20th April, 1607, all the 
entries are made in one hand and at one time, probably copied from the original 
paper register in terms of the injunction of Elizabeth. 

On the inside cover of the register the following is written : — 

Sanctificetur \ nomen Domini \ in Scecula S<rculorum \ Amen \ Quoties 
recordaris cognomen \ memento quanta | ( Si non tua crimine amissa ) id 
tempus L'aptismo accumulabant beneficia \ Kendall.* 

The following are extracts from the registers : — 

* The twenty eighth day of November 1653 
William Wardall of bridghouse of the Parish of Elwicke hall in the County 
of Durham yeon being elected and Chosen by the Inhabitants and househdders 
of the Parrisb of Elwicke hall aforesaid was the day and yeare abouesaid sworne 
and appointed register for Marriages Birthes and Burialls in the said parrislT 
according to the late Act of Parliamt (Inserted — id est a company of Rebels 
assembled under yt tyrant oUver cromwell) Concerning the same 
Before me Chr: Fulthorpe.' 

* Memorandum that maryinge by Justices election of Registers by the parish- 
ioners and the vse off Ruleing Elders fflrst came into ffashion in the times off 
Rebellion vnder that monster off nature & bloudy Tyrant Oliver Cromwell * 
• 19th of Aprill 1646. 
Apointed by the Maior part of the [ * diluded ' interlined in another hand ] 

* This William Kendall was one of the nonjaring clergy and appears to have been 
deprived in 1688. 
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pishoDers of Elwick Tbat Anthony Gibson John Rawling and John Emerson 
shall be rnling elders for the yeiire abones'd » 
Apoiuted by tlie, etc. (repeated in another hand) 

* ffor the wickednesse of a nation many are the Bnlers thereof viz : for a 
punishment not a blessing.' 

* Fret not thyselfe because of euell doers neither be thow ennias against the 
workers of iniqnitie for they shall soon be cat down like the grasse and withered. 
(Repeated in another hand.) Signed John Bowie Minister.' 

September the 4th 1663 | Collected in the perrish Oharch of Ewellicke by the 
offeseres here for a Breafe .... Marlboorogh (?) the Summe of V 3« 7<f 

John Bowie Minister.' 
Of marriages before a justice, the following are examples : — 
JohnAdamsonn William Hutchison <fe Elizabeth Walker of the parish 
Bichard Hutcheson of Elwick was maryed by Henery Eden Esqr Justice 
Anthonie Walker of peace for this County 11th day of May 1654 

Wittnesses. Henry Eden. 

June xx^ 1654 Thomas Hutcheson <fe Alas Wilkinson of the parish of 
Anthony Gibbon Elwicke was maryed by Chr. Fnlthorpe Esquire Justice 
Thomas Wilkinson of peace for this Countie the 20th of June 1654 
James Watson , ^ Chr: Folthorpe 

Witnesses 

May the 12th I657 frances Hutcheson and Janne Siddell, both seroants to John 
Bawling of the Close were maryed by Cristope' foalthorp Esiaire Justes of 
peace for this Count' 

Marriages by the minister begin again on 

Nouember the 28th 1659 Mark young and Janne Mereyman maryed by 
John Bowey minister of Elwick 

Bichard Thidye of Brantoft by his will of 16th Sentr. 1558 direct 3d his 
body to be * bured in the Churche of Elwike ' and he gave forty shillings towards 
the reparation of the church and six shillings and eight pence to * St. ( ? Sir ) 
Tho's of Elwike ' to pray for his soul, and four shillings * to the poure folkes of 
Elwycke ' ; and * Thomas Dawson off Elwicke Clarke ' by will of 23d Feb. 1572 
directed his body to be buried within the chancel of the parish Church of Elwick 
and gave to the * poore people in Elwick towne ' three shillings and four pence. 

" 1579 11 May. The office of Judge against Bobert Woode and Bichard 
Morland churchwardens • Ther churche garthe lyethe downe so as boithe sheipe 
and swine commithe in ' Monished to repair." Barnes' Eccl. Proc, (22 Surt. 
Socy. Publ.) p. 119. 

The Bev. J. F. Hodgson maintained that Elwick meant the wick, or vicns or 
village of Elle or Ella, a Saxon prQper.name, as in Eggsclive, Egg'ston, Yg or 
Ug's-thorpe, etc. It is simply a variant of * Elswick ' through the omission of 
the genitival * s ' as very commonly happens. Then, as to the village being bnilt 
in a hole to escape the Danish marauders, what about the people of Hartlepool, 
Stranton, etc., who went on contentedly on the seashore. Like the Westmoreland 
«nd other villages it would be built where it is for shelter, he imagined, not from 
long-intervalled visits of Danes, but from the ever-present visitation of north- 
east winds. The north aisle of the church only can be ^•eferred to Pu^lsey's 
days, the very last of them, the south being considerably later, about 1220. 
The chancel is Norman, and, as the side walls are not pushed out, there could 
be no apparent reason for Park rebuilding its arch other than to make it larger 
and correspond with the nave arcades. Hutchinson m, 46, says ' the chancel 
is divided from the nave hy a low circular archy probably just like that at 
Haughton-le-Skerne, and of the original Norman work. Where the mutilati^d 
half cftpital in the churcliyard came from, there was nothing to shew. N»> 
donbt the old Norman arch was destroyed by Park and it was not a doorway 
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inserted beneath a minous pointed arch, as the rector thinks. The tower, 
apparently, was wholly modern, and of the dates named, though, of conrse, 
the old stones being at hand, would be used up, that is if thf re were really a 
tower of any sort there before, which would seem to have been the case. 
Pudsey, of course, had personally nothing whatever to do with the north aisle. 
It merely happened to be built during his episcopate. 

After the rector had very kindly offered hospit ility in the shape of tea, which 
owing to the pressure of time had to bo refused, anl a hearty vote of thanks 
accorded to him for his interesting paper and offer of hospitaUty on the motion 
of the secretary, the carriages were regained and the drive resumed to 

STBANTON. 

Here some of the members at once went to the church, others direct to West 
Hartlepool. Unfortunately there was not sufficient time to examine the church 
thoroughly. 

The parish church of Strnnton* (dedicated to All Saints) is the mother church 




8TRANTON CHURCH from the Bonth, 
(before the erection of the new organ chamber). 



nf the town of West Hartlenool. The prest-nt building is chiefly of the 
fifteenth eentnry. a small portion bring a century earlier, but there is authentic 
historic evidence of the existence of a church on this spot in 1129, Robert do 
Brut* having given the patronage and greater tithes of the church of Stranton 
Ui Gisbume priory in that year. At the dissolution of the greater monasteries in 
1539 the greater tithes and patronage passed to the Crown and remained so till 
1609, when king James transferred them to private hands." 

♦ Bacon, Liher Regis, gives value, according to King's books, aa £17 IBs. O^d., ' with 
Seton Chapel annexed .St. Thomas Becket 
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The church consists of nave and chancel; tower at the west end of three 
stages, the lowest having an Early English window and a Decorated middle one ; 
and Decorated south porch. The clearstoreyed nave is of two wide hays and has 
north and soath aisles. The arches of the south arcade rise from the colunms 
without capitals, like those of 8t. Nicholas's, Newcastle, and other churches in 
Northumberland and Durham. At the north side of the chancel is the Fulthorp 
chantry of two bays. On the south side of the chancel is a window similar to 
that formerly in Holy Island church, of which an illustration is given in these 
Proceedings (vol. V, p. 133) ; there were formerly two of these windows in the 
south wall but the second was removed when the organ chamber was rebuilt and 
reinserted in the east wall of it. The building was thoroughly restored in 1889, 
and the church reseated throughout with oak benches. One or two of the old 
poppy-headed bench ends are preserved in the vestry. The plaster was removed 
from some of the walls several years ago and the remainder during the recent 
restoration. The chancel walls and portions of other walls have been veneered 
with thin pieces of stone. Several gravecovers and other sculptured stones 
were discovered during the restoration ; two of these have a plain equal-limbed 
cross in relief in a saucer-like depression. These stones are built into the 
west wall of the organ chamber at each side of the arch next the south 
aisle. Unfortunately one or two of the gravecovers were mutilated by the 
masons to make them fit. In the chancel there is a fine round-headed piscina 
with projecting bowl decorated with a four-leaved flower ornament, and another 
at the east end of the south aisle. Built into the wall above the latter is the 
pretty canopied and ribbed top of a niche. All that is left of the Belassis* 
monument is the slab bearing the inscription ; this is now inserted in the 
north wall of the nave. 

The three old bells, one pre-reformation, and the church plate, have been 
described in these Proceedings (vol. ni, pp. 6 and 126, rv, p. 26). 

The oldest register of baptisms, marriages, and burials dates back to 1580. 
The population of the ancient parish which in 1821 was 704, at the census of 
1891 had increased to 43475, that of the present ecclesiastical parish in 1891 was 
14,796, and is now estimated at 16,000. The following are the vicars : Richard 
de Topcliffe, 1312 ; Walter de Gisbum, 1343 ; Tho. Scott, 1349 ; Joh. de 
Wolveston, 1361 ; Rich. Oliver, 1379 ; Tho. Stare, 1396 ; John. Burie, 1424 ; 
Joh. Chestre, 1432 ; Rich. Driffield, 1437 ; Tho. Savage, 1484 ; Jos. Moreby, 
1501 ; Geo. Comey, 1609 ; D'nus Ric. Slatter, 1510 ; Joh. Semer, 1539 ; Ja. 
Lakenbie, 1561; Rich. Rawling, 1575* •; Phil. Hatherleye, 1678; Will.Massie, 
1581t ; Ra. Turner, 1588 ; Tho. Matthewson, 1590 ; Hen. Bell, 1602 ; Joh. 
Allen, 1632; Joh. Smith, 1661 ; Will Smith, A.B., 1671 ; Step. Tennaut, A.M., 
1671 ; Ja. Noble. 1710 ; Rich. Conder, 1727 ; Mat. Robinson, A.M., 1738 ; 
John Gagnier, A.M., 1745 ; Joseph Birkett, B.A., 1796 ; Rowland Webster, 
M.A., 1834 ; H. R. Ridley, M.A., 1851 ; John Rudd, M.A., 1858 ; Joseph 
Bennett, 1884." 

The ecclesiastical parish of Stranton§ included until 1842 the dependent 
chapelry of Seaton Oarew. The parish has since been subdivided into the eccles- 
iastical districts of Christ church, 1859, St. James's, 1870 (formed from Christ 
church), St. Paul's, 1886, and St. Aldan's 1891. The civil parish of Stranton 
still includes the town of West Hartlepool with Middleton, and all ratepayers 
within this area have the right to vote at the vestry meeting of Stranton of 
* For inscription see HutchinRon, Durham III, 29. 

** Bichd. Bawlicga by his will dated 11 Feby 1577 directed his body to be buried in the 
* qneare of stranto (Sort. Soc. 1885, 2, p. 428). 

i Wm. Massie married Nov. 20 15^ Alice Pilkintone. The inventory of his goods is 
given in 88 Surtees Socy. Pabl. p. 811. Amongst them are certain books ' for the most parte 
tome, or yll boonde '. 

I 1501 Frater John Morebie Vicar, Dominns Henry Spenoer parish chaplain (Barnes 
Ecel. Proc. xvii). 

S The information about Stranton in inverted commas has been supplied by the Bev. 
J 08. Bennett, the vicar. 
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which the yicar of Stranton is the ex-ojfficio chairman. The vicarial tithes of the 
ancient ecclesiastical parish, including the townships of Beaton Garew and 
Brierton, is owned by the vicar of Stranton for the time being, the net amount 
of this tithe in 1893 was £260." 

The following extracts relating to Stranton are from the Eccles. Proceedings 
of Bishop Barnes (22 Sur. Soc. Publications) : — 

' 1578-9, 8 Mar. Office of Judge against Thomas Middleton Esq. He doethe not resorte 
to his parish chnrohe, being admonished therto ' (p. 115). 

* 1578-9, 18 Mar. The office of the Judge against Robert Toys clerk. He senred cure ther 
without my Lord of Durham lycence, beinge prohibited so to dooe. He certifies his pennance 
& is dismissed ' (p. 116). 

* 1561, May 15. John Semer vicar by his will of this date directed his body to be buried 
* in the quere or chansell of Stranton * & gave to ' Frannc Emmerson ' all his land in the 
' Towne feildes of Bedmarshall * * (p. ov). 

From the church some of the members proceeded to Stranton vicarage, 
where a small collection of antiquities had been very thoughtfully and kindly 
arranged in a glazed case by Mr. B. Morton Middleton, Jr., F.L.S., F.Z.S., 
including the following objects lent for the purpose by the Rev. A. G. B. West, 
M.A., and himself, viz. : — A remarkably fine bronze strigil, from Rome, bear- 
ing the maker's name in Greek characters, oabandb6nos ; a Roman shoe found 
at Malton, Yorkshire, with Samian pottery, etc. ; a fine tile with the well-known 
rich blue Persian inscription and decoration, from the ancient mosque at Multan , 
Punj&b ; a pair of carved Yorkshire knitting sheaths, eighteenth century, and a 
silver cock-spur of the same date ; a clay mound-builder's bowl, with incised 
ornamentation, from Alabama ; a stone axe and a smooth round stone disc or 
weight, both mound-builders', from Tennessee ; a series of chert arrow heads 
and other implements, in various stages, some beautifully serrated, from the 
southern United States ; a fine chert spearhead from South Carolina ; a frag- 
ment of Indian or mound -builders' pottery from South Carolina, showing dotted 
lines of ornament, identical with those on a modern jar from Tunis, also 
exhibited ; an arrow head worn by the blowing sand, from the banks of the 
Suez Canal ; shells of fresh water mussels from Cherokee graves, Tennessee ; 
also a small but choice selection of Toltec ( seventh to twelfth century ) 
or pre-Toltec antiquities, from the pyramids of Teotihuacan, Mexico, viz. : — 
Obsidian arrow-heads, flakes or knives and nuclei, stone beads, coiled snake, 
double or sociable pipe (?), terracotta spindle whorl, torso, head of duck, etc., 
human or simian head with spectacles on brow (?), one stone human head, and 
a series of clay heads of exquisite workmanship, some being apparently typical 
Toltec fiices, one showing flattening of the fore le id, another with a turban, and 
one unquestionably an African negro with cap set jauntily on the side of the 
head. 

Some of the members left by the 5-53 train for the north, while others dined 
at the Boyal Hotel, West Hartlepool. Afcer votes of thinks to Mr. Middleton, 
Mr. Vick, the Revds. J. F. Hodgson and Joseph Bennett, and others who had so 
kindly helped to render the meeting a success, the party separated after a very 
enjoyable day. 

+ Northern Wills db InventoHe$j vols. I & II ; (Sur. Soc. Publns., 1835, pp. 177 & 878). 



A correspondent of Notes db Queries of the 2nd June, 1894 (p. 437) thus writes : 
*• St. Paul Baronetcy (8th 8.V. 289).— A Bill to enable Judith Paul, widow, 
relict of Robert Paul, late of Ewart, co. Northumberland, Esq., deceased, to 
take and use, on behalf of herself and her issue by the said Robert, the name 
of Saint, in addition to their own name of Paul, was first read in the Lords, 
Nov. 27, 1767, and received the royal assent, Jan. 29, 1768. (* Lords' Journal.') 
It seemH, therefore, that according to modern usage this name should appear 
as Saiui-Puul." 
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The following is from The Illiutrated AtchaeologUt for June, 1894 (yol. II, 
No. 5) , the woodcut has been kindly lent by the editor : — 

** This is the carved horn of some animal from the Oottonian, collection with 
a silver mounting of the sixteenth century round the wide end, inscribed — 

^ OBYPHI YNQVIS DIYO OVTBBEBTO DTKBLMBNSI 8ACEB. 

Mr. G. H. Bead exhibited this horn at a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries 
held February 22nd, 1893 (see Proc, Soc, Ant. Lond,, 2nd series, vol. ix, p. 250). 




CKYPHI ^WGVJ5 Dl^O CVTHBERTO DVNtLMfiNJSJ SACER 



In Rainess St, Cathbert (p. 120) will be found a curious list of relics preserved 
in the feretory of St. Cathbert at Durham at the time that Richard de Segbrook 
was appointed shrine-keeper in A.D. 1383. Amongst other items are mentioD- 
ed * two claws of a griffin *, and several * griffin's eggs *. The following 
passage occurs in a notice of the Cottouian library, believed to have been 
written by John Bagford and William Oldys (see Notes and Queries^ 2nd series, 
vol. xi, p. 381) : * There are many old relics which belonged to the monasteries 
here in England before the Dissolution. Amongst others, the claw of a griffin, 
with a silver loop, on the great end of which is a Saxon inscription ; but I take 
it rather to be the horn of some animal 



The following documents occur in the catalogue of original charters, etc., of 
W. B. Bickley (of 39 Trafalgar Road, Birmingham) :— 

" Gateshead. — Bail certificate (?) for Rowland Colson of Gateshead, glover, 
under the hand and seal of Sir William Hilton, one of the judges for the 
bishopric of Durham, dated May 15th, 1618. 

HuNWiCK. — Conveyance of a tenement and parcel of ground < whereupon 
there is a furnace for irouworke ' in Hanwick, by Charies Vane, esq., of Raby 
Castle, to Sir Arthur Hesilrige, 16 Feb., 1649. 

Durham. — Grant by the trustees appointed by Parliament for the sale of 
estates, to Sir Arthur Hesilrige, barfc., of divers estates (described at length), 
lately belonging to the Dean and Chapter of Durham Cathedral. Six signatures, 
one being of ' Owen Rowe * the regicide, 4th Nov., 1650. 

West Brdnton. — Commonwealth Charter, granting to Timothy Hurwood 
certain estates at West Brunton, 28th Nov., 1650. Quaintly illuminated hcad- 
Hne, • Custodes Libertatis Anglie * ; seal broken." 
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The second country meeting of the season was held on Thursday the 5th 
July, 1894, at 

BAMBUBGH. 

About sixty members and friends assembled at Belford railway station at 10-49, 
having travelled in a saloon carriage attached to the 9-25 a.m. train from 
Newcastle. At the station, brakes were waiting to convey them to 
Bamburgh by way of Waren Bay. The weather was very fine. Near to the 
vicarage, the Bev.* H. F. Long, hon7* canon of Newcastle, the vicar, met the 
visitors, and after pointing out the ivy-covered remains of the priory, they 
entered ** * The Friars Garden *, as it is still called, which seems to indicate 
its connection with the Dominican establishment which was close to it. It 
occupies a strip of ground on either side of a burn which is mentioned in Rot, 
Pat., p. 1, m. 35, as a stream which helped to turn three mills between the 
* Friars * and the sea. The sites of the mills are visible now, together with some 
masonry. In one of the wells which supplied the stream, some of the friars 
threw the body of a dog * Jolyff ' belonging to the town, and so poisoned one 
Jane Boys, who forthwith gave birth to a still-bom child. The well seems to 
have been claimed by the townspeople as their own, and poisoning the water 
seems to have been the way adopted by the friars for destroying the claim. A 
well near the friars* garden is shown as the scene of this event. A few 
yards of more recent walling show the opening into the well field from the 
friars* enclosure. It is worthy of notice that the Dominicans must have laboured 
hard in the removal of bank on both sides of the stream in order to make a level 
for their garden. An old wall forms the garden boundary on the east side, 
where the friars are said to have grown vines and to have ripened grapes, a feat 
not without parallel in Durham and Northumberland at that time, and quite 
possible in some seasons now, owing to the warmth of the garden and its high 
walling. By the bum stands the * globe ' or vicarage house, on the site of which 
a small house is said to have been occupied under the friars for the purpose of 
watching a fishery. It should be added that there is some doubt about the 
particular well with which Jolyflf is linked, some preferring one near the ruins of 
the leper hospital.*' 

The vicar then led the way from the vicarage across the fields to the church 
where, under his guidance, some little time was spent in examining the exterior 
of the sacred edifice. 

In the churchyard are interred the remains of Grace Darling, and in another 
part is the well-known cenotaph erected to her memory, within view of the 
liongstone Island, whence she set out to rescue the people of the * Forfarshire *. 
The canopy was blown dowi^ in the northerly gale of last year, and the wrecked 
stonework lies mingled with the broken railings. Here, at any rate, is an 
excellent opportunity for restoration. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Hodgldn, Major Browne of Callaly Castle, Mr. C. J. Ferguson 
of Carlisle, and others, joined the party. All then entered the church, where the 
Ticar read the following paper on the ancient stractore : — 



The dedication of the church is certain. It has been inTariable. In St. 
Aidants time the church was of wood. It stood on the site of the present church. 
This may be at least assumed in the absence of any evidence or tradition to the 
contrary. St. Bede says that St. Aidan had a church and bedchamber in the 
village not far from the royal town on the castle rock. This description accords 
with the situation of the church and points to the juxtaposition of the church 
and his cell. The cell, then, or bedchamber, being near the church, the local 
tradition that St. Aidan died in his cell may mean that his cell was connected 
with the church by a covered passage — ' tent,* as St. Bede calls it. There is 
a local story that St. Aidan expired in view of the altar during evensong. St. 
Bede tells us that the * tent * was set up as a help to the saint during his last 
sickness, and this may mean that it opened into the church. St. Bede pictures 
the dying saint reclining against a leaning destina or wooden buttress of the 
church, under cover of the tent. The ' destina,' or wooden buttress, was after- 
wards preserved within the church and escaped two fires. It would be interesting 
to know where the buttress was preserved, whether at the west end, or more 
probably as an object of veneration farther east. Either way the spot would throw 
light on the site of the Saxon church. I have met with two parochial traditions, 
one that St. Aidan died at the entrance of the present chancel ; the other that 
he died at the west end of the church May not the two resolve themselves into 
one, namely, that he died at the west end of the then church, and that the west 
end of that early church might be, later on, the west end or entrance of the 
present chancel ? The Saxon churches were small. St. Bede calls the church 
on the Castle Hill praclara eccUftia, a noble church. The excavation of its 
site shows that it never extended farther west. We should now call that * noble 
church ' a good sized chapel. With this understanding we might call the 
chancel of this church the church of St. Aidan. The present chancel, however, 
which covers about 60 feet, surmounts the crypt — about 21 feet long, and the 
site of the crypt was probably not included in the Saxon church. If the place 
of St. Aidan's death be the west end of our present chancel, the Saxon church 
of his date would be 40 feet long. One confirmation of this site might be the 
position of the medieval altar within the chancel screen. The aumbries on 
either side of the chancel near the screen, and the piscina said to be behind the 
woodwork near them, appear to indicate an altar there. This altar might be 
for some special purpose, such as a commemoration of St. Aidan, although one 
may have stood there for other reasons also, one reason being that the priest 
might be better seen and heard than he could be at the east end of the chancel. 

As to site the conclusion must be that the present church is not coincident 
with the old, the length and width being very dififerent. The Saxon church, 
however, in all probability occupied some part of the present site. The existing 
chancel may run on dififerent lines from the ancient one, and this might be 
gathered from the local story that walling of large square stones lies about eight 
feet deep running parallel with the south wall of the present chancel at a distauce 
of about six feet from it. Judging from the returning imposts on either side of 
the inner wall of the chancel arch, the chancel before the present one would be 
1 4 feet wide ; and it is conceivable that the site of the south chancel wall of 
that date might have formed the site of the north wall of the ancient chancel ; 
or the buried wall might be part of an aisle. But it is unsafe to speculate in 
in the absence of excavation, which would be very difficult in the probable 
discovery of human remains as these are said to abound within and without the 
chancel. 



8T. aidan's church, bambuboh. 
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The present church is craciform, and of irregolar shape. How did it grow 
into its existing form ? This is the problem before as. The distortions, which 
are obvious to the most casual eye, may be occasioned by lines of earUer 
foundations, only partially followed in later work ; or they may indicate 
successive plans. An example of distortion is the divergence southwards of the 
south arcade as it runs westwards, the result at last being a difference of a foot and 
a half in the width of the nave at its western end from that of the eastern end. 
Another instance is the projection of the walling on the right of the south 
transept arch. A third example is the want of correspondence between the 
western piers of the two arches leading into the transepts, the disparity extend- 
ing both to bulk and position. I will name one more example, the erratic 
lines of the nave as seen from the east end of the chancel. Such distortions, 
however, it must be remembered, are not very unusual, and mark the growth 
of a church, with its adaptations to the varying conditions of its history. They 
act as a stimulus to antiquaries, whose assistance is solicited in the enquiry : — 
How did the church grow into its present form ? 

The general character of the building is that of a twelfth and thirteenth 
century church originally fitted on to a Saxon or Norman chancel. The church 
contained a nave, without a north aisle, according to some authorities, and 
small transepts of uncertain length. The chancel arch would be low to suit a 
similar chancel. Two questions arise. When did the Early English features 
appear, and in what portions of the building did they first make their appearance ? 
It is natural to seek an answer in the group of arches opening into the chancel, 
the two transepts, and the north aisle from the north transept. The date of these 
is about 1190, but though of the same period the chancel arch has a slightly 
older look. Are any relics of the Norman period retained in the present church f 
Some remain, Norman in character if not parts of a Norman chiurch. Such 
are the round-headed window in the east wall of the north transept ; a section 
still apparent of the former west wall in the south transept ; and the projecting 
portion at its eastern end of the south wall in the nave. This projection seems 
to have been part of a blind wall which formed the south side of a much 
narrower nave than the present. Like its successor, which runs on different 
lines, it was probably pierced with clerestorey windows, pt rhaps the same that 
now appear in the later wall. The later wall with its southward divergence 
was no doubt built with a view to increased space. Taking the gronp of 
eastern arches with the cluster of western arches and the general work of the 
body of the church, we trace a connected scheme for the restoration of the 
church in the Early English style. Special difficulties are found in following 
out the details. Many have regarded the eastern and western piers of the nave 
as successive preparations for a tower. In this view the eastern piers were 
first designed for the purpose, and after a change of plan, the western were 
erected. In the presence of experts I express my opinion with diffidence. In 
the eastern group of piers the thin walls, the limited capacity of the piers, as 
well as the width of the crossing, would seem to contradict the suggestion of a 
tower in this part of the building. 

I would next draw yonr attention to the dimensions of the church, as they 
will be found to throw some light on its architectural history. The total length 
of the church is 150 feet. The breadth of the nave and aisles is 5S feet. The 
chancel is 58 feet long, and 20 feet wide; the crypt underneath is 21 feet long ; 
the chapel part is 12 feet wide, and the cell 6 feet. The north transept is 28 
feet long, 18 wide ; the south transept is 28 feet by 16. The north aisle is 10 
feet wide, the south 21. The nave is 70 feet long, and the bays of both arcades, 
with the transept arches, fill up this length. Now it appears that a succession 
of five arches and pillars at intervals of 14 feet would exactly fill up this space. 
On the north the arches are 12 feet wide, the pillars 2 feet. It is certain that 
three out of the four bays in the north arcade, together with their pillars, do 
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exactly make up the length of 14 feet e^b. It is also certain from the frag- 
ment of the south transept western wall that the width of the original transept 
was 12 feetf the precise measure of the arch-spans in the north arcade. In 
the south arcade the arches and spans are necessarily contracted owing to the 
occupation of the upper wall by the clerestorey. Still the arcade is regular. Is 
all this accidental ? Does it not imply that the Early English builders first 
intended to set uo regular arches throughout the nave ? If so, the narrow arch 
of the northern arcade marks a change of plan. What was it ? I conceive 
that a larger transept on the north was needed lor devotional purposes ; perhaps 
space for two altars in the transept, instead of one, was found to be desirable. 
Supposing then the north arcade to have started from the west end of the nave, 
as several antiquaries have thought, and the necessity for a larger transept 
arose during its progress, what would appear more natural to the practical 
sense of the times, than to widen the transept, enlarge the twelve foot transept 
arch, supply the pier on its west side, and run up a narrow arch to fill the space 
between the last twelve foot arch and the new pier of the transept arch? 
Hence the narrow arch which breaks the continuity of the first design. I 
think that the arch must be regarded as an intrusion into the harmony of the 
building. But for this arch every opening of the nave might have measured a 
fixed number of feet. In any case I feel it difficult to pass over the arch as a 
fancy, or a freak of architecture. 

Another problem is the north aisle. Did it exist before the Early Engtish 
restoration ? The round-headed window in the north transept does not exactly 
face the north aisle. Yet it might be expected that it would, if the aisle were 
in existence at the date of the window ; but it is independent of it, so to speak. 
It was most likely inserted to suit the small transept of its own date. Its want 
of correspondence may betray the absence of a nave aisle. If the north transept 
at that time corresponded with the south, its width would be 12 feet, but this 
would leave an unnatural gap between its west wall and the aisle. But there 
would be nothing of the kind if the north aisle were not built at the date of the 
window. Although these reasons are not conclusive they go to strengthen the 
view that the north aisle is contemporary with a transept wider than the original 
one, and is identified with the chauge of design in the north arcade. A wider 
transept involved a wider arch to match, and obliged the builders to give up 
their uniform scale of 12 feet. Thus a wider transept may be the key to the 
existence of the narrow arch in the north arcade. I may add that the west 
pier of the arch leading into the north transept may be a portion of the north 
wall of the church before the addition of the aisle, just as the opposite pier in 
the south arcade is a portion of the old south wall of the church. 

To the above idea of the church it may be objected that the arcades were 
unlikely to start from the west, if any change of plan occurred during the 
progress of the arcades, because, judging from the mouldings the arches of the 
western tower might be later than the eastern, and therefore the main arch of 
the north transept must have attained its present span before the north arcade 
was commenced, and the builders could not carry out the twelve foot span. To 
this it may be answered * If this were so, why begin an arcade which must ^be 
interrupted ? Why not attempt some other arrangement of the arches-? ' 
Again, it is not so certain that the transept arch in question is earlier than the 
tower arches. The mouldings look earlier, but may have been adopted to 
match the impost mouldings of the neighbouring chancel arch, which are con- 
tinuous towaids them, especially at a time when the rounder and the squarer 
mouldings were almost indi£fereutly used. Besides this, it is doubtful whether 
the westernmost arch of the north arcade forms a natural junction with the 
walling of the tower. It appears as though the arch started from some anterior 
masonry. Or is it certain that the arcades started originally from the tow^r at 
all ? A doorway existed between the two western windows of the north aisle 
as we may trace inside the church. A corresponding doorway probably existed 
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in the south wall of that date. May Dot the church have terminated a little 
west of these doorways ? A slight compression of the western arch of the north 
arcade, and the want of room for a pillar next the wall, seem to imply some 
crash of the tower upon the arch later than the date of the latter. 

However, the north arcade heing for some reason completed as it is, to what 
purpose was the narrow arch applied ? The carved pillar on its left, with its 
solemn capital of stately foliage seems to bear out a local tradition. People 
call it the * Prior's Pillar,* and say that it marked the entrance to a chapel 
where the prior said mass at his visits, and where the * Master of the Church,* 
as the head of the adjoining monastery was called, performed the same function. 
The Austin monastery here being a cell under the parent priory of Nostell, near 
Halifax, I conjecture that the * prior * in the story means the prior of Nostell. 

The windows of the north aisle are of course later than the aisle, and may 
coincide with the extension of the two transepts, at any rate, of the north 
transept, where similar windows appear, and also with the widening of the 
south aisle, about 1335. The south transept was originally, as we have seen, 
12 feet wide, and the arch between it and the old narrow aisle would suit the 
limits of both. A relic of the narrow aisle is a foliaged corbel, on which the 
grand arch of the widened aisle now rests. The corbel would occupy a like 
position in the narrow aisle. The only other survivals of the early aisle are two 
buttresses outside the south wall, which no doubt appear in the same relative 
position as before their transfer. The eastern one remains unaltered and is of 
a beautiful type deserving of our study. It will be noticed that the southern 
arcade is hardly so characteristic as the northern, though little later in date. 
The work is less careful. Its arches have a span of ten feet, and are nine inches 
lower than those on the north. The arches of the north arcade are 18 feet 
high. The capitals are moulded with less care than those on the north. 

The south aisle would be widened about the years 1333 to 1335, when 
Thomas of Bamburgh, a native of the place, but then the priest of Embleton, 
granted the farm of Fowberry in this parish, of which he was the owner, for 
the support of a priest who diould serve a chantry in the enlarged aisle. The 
aisle seems also to have been assigned for the benefit of the parishioners, whose 
free use of the nave would be circumscribed, as in other cases, by appropriation 
to. monastic services. An accessory to the parochial use of the aisle was the 
hagioscope inserted in the wall of the chancel arch. This would enable the 
parishioners to participate in the services at the first altar within the chancel. 

There was an ancient porch of considerable size before the south doorway, 
which became dilapidated, and was removed in 1845, and the broad mouldings 
of the doorway were cut up into the small furrows which remain. Both these 
changes were detrimental. 

The small doorway at the south west was opened out about 40 years ago. It 
is ancient and was probably used by the canons for entering the church on holy 
days and great occasions, when they would form in order under the tower, and 
advance up the church in processional pomp. Their other entrance (after the 
closing of the north west doorway, which they may have used) was by the south 
door of the chancel, with its archway 12 feet high, when their processional 
cross, etc., would be carried without being lowered as they passed in from their 
monastery close by. 

Of the tower little need be said. Seen from a distance to the west it har- 
monizes well with the church and castle, of which it seems to form a part. It 
has an upper storey about 50 years old. The lower dates from about the middle 
of the fourteenth century. One mounts within by a stone staircase built on the 
sides of a' rectangular column, a very rare construction, but possessing an ad- 
vantage over a circular staircase in preventing dizziness as one ascends. 

The present chancel was built by the Austin cEinons of Nostell, to whom 
Henry I granted the church and land in 1121. Vested rights deferred their 
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enjoyment of the gift till early iu the thirteenth centory, when the crypt was 
erected first, the earlier chancel was removed, and the present chancel was boilt 
over the crypt, so engrossing the site of the early chancel, and forming a 
new chancel of almost unrivalled size and beauty. The crypt contains two 
chambers. Bamburgh people call the outer the ' chapel,' and the inner chamber 
the * monk's cell.* Steps from the chancel descended into the cell, which seems 
to have been used by the priests for the exposition of relics to worshippers in 
the chapel. A grille in the low opening protected the relics. 

The geometrical groining of the vault and the early shouldered windows with 
their stepped splays are attractive features of the chapel. On the north wall is 
a cut diii similar to those found in the few other ancient churches in England 
dedicated to St. Aidan. Their purpose, it is said, is to symbolize the dedication 
of the church to the saint, about the time of whose anniversary, that is, August 
dlst, the * day of his rest,* as the day of his death is called, the sun in rising 
strikes the pointer. 

The crypt, with the space beneath the chancel, is the great burial place of 
the Forster family, sixty-three in number, the famed heroine, Dorothy, being 
one of them. The crypt was buried iu sea sand for a considerable period, but 
in 1837 was rediscovered by Archdeacon Thorp, who removed the sand which 
had raised a bank to a height above the bases of the windows at the east end 
of the chancel. 

The chancel windows number fifteen, framed by a wall areading of exquisite 
type. On the north, or weather side, the windows are only four, a pair of twins 
at the west, and another pair at the east. On the south, or less exposed side, 
there are eight windows, iu a similar frame, placed in twin fashion. The 
windows north and south are over 10 feet high, with splays more than four feet 
wide at the base. The three lancets in the east wall were dwarfed early in this 
century by filling up the heads with plaster. The object was to admit them 
under the present low roof. They are shortly, it is hoped, to be restored to 
their original height, two or three feet above the present beads ; the chancel roof 
is to be raised to its ancient pitch, the height of which is roughly shewn by the 
gables east and west, and is visible in the exterior masonry on the front of the 
north transept. The stone brackets of the east chancel wall will again receive 
appropriate canopies ; and similar canopies, with historical figures of the early 
English mission saints, will revive the glory of St. Aidan*s church. 

Within the chancel.north and south are two recesses in the walls. That on 
the nortli appears outside the church as a window, with a square aperture below. 
Locally the window is called ' the lepers' window," and was evidently a transverse 
opening through the wall, the object being to allow the lepers, who are represent- 
ed as Reeling in a shelter outside, to join in the services at the lower chancel 
altar. The lepers belonged to the hospital, south of the town, and had their 
own church, but were permitted on great festivals to share the worship of the 
parish church, and to receive the holy communion, which was administered to 
them on a spatula, or broad wooden spoon, through the aperture below the 
window. Such is the tradition. The recess in the south wall may have been 
a confessional, with a shutter opening to the churchyard, where the penitent 
knelt under cover, while the priest heard the confession within. This arrange- 
ment, I am told, was usual in monastic churches of the Augustinians. 

The domestic doorway on the south side of the chancel is a copy of one in a 
country house, and was made about 60 years ago for the use of Lord Crewe*s 
trustees, who approached their seats in the chancel through this medium. 
Before long I trust that it will find a substitute of an ancient type. 

The fourteenth century effigy of a knight below the arch on the south side of 
the chancel is, I believe, an interesting study of armour, combining, as it does, 

* See Dr. Cox's article ' On koiae popular Arohaeologieal Errors and Fictions ' (Antiquary 
for August, 1894) where, in some forcible remarks, he deals with the popular error of naming 
these windows * leper-windows *. 
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the mail and plate kinds. This combination, with some other specialities, 
confines the date to a Tery few years before or alter 1320. 

Lastly the doable aumbries and piscinae of the chancel denote, I under- 
stand, the frequent reception of holy communion by the faithful in parishes 
under the Augustinians, who are said to encourage this practice. Proper places 
were therefore provided for cleansing and receiving the sacred vessels in case 
several priests ahould be officiating at the same time.*' 

On the motion of Mr. Hodgkin, thanks were voted by acclamation to the 
vicar for his able paper. 

After an interval for rest and refreshment, members at 1-45 a.m. assembled 
in the court room of the castle to hear an address from Mr. Bates on its history. 

Mr. Bates, at the outset, protested against the attempt to fix the spelling of 
the last syllable of Bamburgh in one way (B&mborough) and that of Edinburgh 
in another ; this was to obliterate th^ common Bemician origin of both strong- 
holds. That which distinguished Bamburgh from the other castles of North- 
umberland was its having been a sovereign city. The great rock was much the 
same thirteen hundred years ago as it was to-day # but there were historical 
indications of the sea having receded. Reference to the three wards into which 
the castle is divided occurs in the earliest description of it, and we can imagine 
ourselves entering the original entrance by steps at the low end, at the gate of St. 
Oswald as it was called in the middle ages, and passing up through the two 
wards of the city to the deep draw-well at its head, now enclosed in the keep, 
and the basilica of St. Peter in ths highest ward beyond it. We do not know 
what the palace of the Northumbrian Bretwaldas was like, but we may form an 
idea of the tables, chairs, foot-stools and curtains that furnished it, from the 
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illuminations of the Lindisfarne Gospels where the figures of the evangelists 
represent no Galilean fishermen or Syrian taxgatherers, but the majesty of an 
Oswi or an Egfrid. Elmund*s Well, in the small tower before St. Oswald's gate. 
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would appear to derive its name from St. Alcmond (Ealhmund) the last male 
scion of the house of Ida, slain at the beginning of the ninth century. A King's 
Hall appears to have been still in existence at the time of the Conquest ; one 
of the few really distinctive Northumbrian tenures provided for the supply of 
logs for its hearth. It was probably at this hearth that the countess Judith 
tested the miraculous properties of St. Os van's hair, after his Invention 
in 1065. From the wall between the middle and lower wards being 
called Waltheofs Wall, it 8e««ms probable that after the sack of 
Bamburgh by the Danes in 993, old earl Waltheof, like^ bishop Pudsey 
at Norham, in strengthening the defences of his castle, restricted its 
area. The curious name of * Yal de Typping * applied to the covered way 
leading from the new great gate on the west side of the castle, a work which 
was completed in Norman times, may possibly be a corruption of * Waltheofing ' 
which would connect it with Waltheofs descendants. The King's HiUl 
occurs again in the reign of Henry III, and Bamburgh was occasionally visited 
by the Plantagenet kings. We are in the habit of associating Henry VI more 
with the * distant spires' and * antique towers' on the banks of the Thames 
than with a storm-beaten rock on the north-east coast ; but for more than a 
year the saintly king lingered alone in Bamburgh after he had seen the sails 
of his valiant queen disappear beyond the Fame islands. The whole object of 
a castle, viewed as a fortress, was to resist attacks ; consequentiv the leading 
facts in its history are the sieges that it endured. The reports of commissions 
sent to inquire into the state of Bamburgh are very valuable in illustrating its 
architectural history and the names of its towers and gateways, but they are 
apt to mislead us into concluding that the castle was in a perpetual state of 
collapse. The truth is that a commission was only nttcessary when things were 
suspected to be in an evil plight. Bamburgh was twice besieged in vain by 
Panda of Mercia ; it fell before the arms of AtheUtau and was * broken ' by the 
Danes under Outhmund and Gustan. A very famous siege was that of 1095 
when Robert of Mowbray defied the * Bed King.' Unable to reduce the castle, 
William erected a MalvoUin — an evil neighbour — to hold it in check. Philip 
of Poitou, bishop of Durham afterwards, erected a similar MalooUin at Tweetl- 
mouth over against Berwick. Mowbray escaped by a sea-ward postern, probably 
that in the middle ward, but was finally taken at Tynemonth. The threat of 
putting out his eyes compelled his brave wife, Matilda of Aigle, to surrender 
the castle. As king David of Scotland was marching to the battle of the 
Standard in 1135, the young men of the castle jeered at Lis men from behind 
a wall in front of the castle, the foundations of which were possibly those ex- 
cavated by Canon Long a year or two ago at the foot of the crag on the south 
side of the lower ward, but the wall gave way and many of them were slain. 
Bamburgh was excepted from the grant of the earl of Northumberland to David's 
son Henry, but the old king seized on it for himself, and probably built the 
tower known as Davy's Tower. In 1333 Queen Philippa of Haiuault succcsuful- 
ly defended Bamburgh against the Scots who hoped to have forced her husband 
to raise the siege of Berwick. The fact of Hotspur having been constable of 
Bamburgh is alluded to in the ballad of Chevy Chase : — 
• The Percy out of Bamburgh oame, 

With him a mighty many ; 
There were fifteen hundred archers bold 
Chosen out of shires three.' 
The Scottish knight who boasted 

' We have harried all Bamburghshire ; 
All the wealth in the world have we.' 
seems to have caught the spirit of the old saying that * Bamburghshire is the 
grandest coonty in a' England.' Bamburgh had its full share of sieges and 
countersieges during the Wars of the Koses. After the battle of He^am in 
1464 it was taken from Sir Ralph Gray by the earl of Warwick, after a furious 
bombardment, from the effects of which it never recovered. Sir John Forster, 
who was constable in the reign of Elizabeth, allowed it to become a complete 
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ruin and carried off the materials to build his manor hoose in the Tillage. Sold 
with other estates of the Forsters in 1704 to pay their debts, it was purchased 
by lord Crewe» bishop of Durham. Lord Crewe left the greater part of his 
property to trustees for charitable purposes ; one of them, Dr. Sharp, restored 
the keep, another, Dr. Bowyer, the great kitchen. 

Mr. 0. J. Ferguson, F.S.A., architect, of Westminster and Carlisle, said that he 
had recently been at a meeting of the Society for the Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, where he learned that architects were of two classes, those that 
were bad and those that were worse. With the help of his assistants, Mr. 
Gibbings and Mr. Hart, he was endeavouring to disqualify himself for either 
classification, and had commenced his education by making a careful plan and 
drawings of the castle as it now existed, for notMng unfolded the history of a 
building so thoroughly as a careful plan. All great variations in the style of 
building arose from some new or improved method of construction. The Romans 
built in concrete and the Normans imitated the Roman work both in appearance 
and construction. The medieval work was a transition from concrete to masonry, 
and as a consequence the walls got thinner and thinner and the masonry 
better in quality and finish. The greater part of the outer walls of 
Bamburgh castle and the towers which stood upon them were ancient. The 
muniment tower was a fine example of a thirteenth century tower, and had two 
original windows of great interest but it had unfortunately been partially refaced, 
but great care would be taken to preserve as much of the old work intact as possible. 
The kitchen, though somewhat hidden under modem additions, was the old 
kitchen of the castle, and had the peculiar feature of having vents or flues for 
ventilation formed over each of the windows. To the west of it, as they had 
heard, stood the old King's Hall, the site now being occupied by a laundry^ 
wash-house, and other offices. These would be taken down and the hall rebuilt, 
probably the same size — seventy feet by thirty feet. It could not be the old 
hall but it would occupy the site, and be a lasting memorial, of its historic 
predecessor. The lower parts of many of the old walls had unfortunately been 
refaced some time ago and so had lost some of their original expression. Great 
care however would be taken to preserve whatever of it was left. 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Bates and Mr. Ferguson for their descriptions. 

Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson has kindly supplied the following 

" FUBTHEB NOTICES OP THE FORSTERS OF BAMBUROH AND ADDERSTON " .* — 

Though the history of this family has been so minutely and fully given in 
the first volume of the New County History the interest in the dramatic 
story is rather increased than abated. Sentiment asserts that the beautiful 
Dorothy died faithful to the memory of her lover who wedded another, and 
refuses to credit the evidence which shows that she, too, after the exciting events 
of her youth, settled herself as the wife of J ohn Armstrong of Berryhill. 

It may not be amiss to give at this time notes which were crowded out of 
the evidences at pp. 231-233 of the History ^ or which I have acquired since its 
publication. 

Several members of the family matriculated at Cambridge and as the records 
of their respective admissions to St. John's college give the names of both school- 
masters and fathers they shall be given in full. 

1677 16 June. Thos. Forster of Adderston age 18, son of Thos. Forster 
esq. deed, educated at Durham school (Mr.Battersby), admitted fellow commoner, 
tutor & surety Mr Sanderson. 

1677 June 19. Bobt. Longstaffe, born at Sedbergh, Yorks (fee, age 18, ad- 
mitted sizar for Mr. Forster, &c. 

1682 July 4. Wm Forster, born at Bamburgh, son of sir Wm Forster Knt 
dec^i educated at Durham school (Mr Battersby), admitted fellow commoner, 
tutor & surety Mr Billers, age past 14. 
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1683 14 July. John Heron, bom at Bury St Edmunds, son of Arthur Heron, 
clerk, deed, educated at Charter house, London, admitted sizar for Mr Forster, 
aged 16, tutor & surety Mr. Billers. 

1686 28 June. John son of sir Wm Forster Knt> bom at Hamburgh, educat- 
ed at Durham school (Mr. Battersby), admitted pensioner, tuttir & surety Mr. 
Billers, age 16. 

1686 28 June. Ferdinando Forster, son of sir W«n 'Forster Knt,, bom' at 
Bamburgh, educated at Durham school, &c. [same as brother John] age 16. 

1700 3 July. Thos. Forster, born at Adderston, son of Thos.^Forster esq., 
educated at Newcastle school (Mr Budd), admitted fellow commoner, tutor & 
surety Mr. Orchard, age 18. 

In the register of burials for St. Andrew's church, Newcastle, is the entry 
of Mr. Fenwick*s burial. * Mr* John fen wick of Book Stabd Mr fEardinandoe 
forster Esq' Parlyment Man for Nothnmberland The Twenty second day of 
August 1701 Be Twixt The Whitt Cros & The Thoratre \ 

Spearman says that Balph Forster (see Hist, p. 229) half-brother to Thos. 
Forster the rebel general was drowned in crossing the river at Coldstream. 

Dr. Charlton in his notes on * Society in Northumberland in last Century * 
tells us that Miss Mary Hodgson of Tone had a vivid recollection of seeing 
general Forster appear in Hexham at the head of the Jacobites and of the 
splendid way in which he managed his magnificent black charger. * Bul^* 
added she, * that was all he was worth, for he was a pig-headed fool.' 

The Scottish Journal of 1848, p. 186, says that Dorothy Armstrong effected 
her brother general Forster's escape from the tower in 1715 by conveying; 
some dung in her pocket and taking an impression of the key of the prison and 
then dressing him in women's clothes. 

The family of her £dthful friend and servant, Pordy the Adderston black- 
smith lie buried in the chapel yard of Lucker. On one decaying stone may be 
deciphered, * Here lyeth the Body of Mary Purdy daughter to Clement Purdy 
in Wamford who died October ye 7 1751 aged . . .' And another stone reads 
* James Purdy late of Adderston, who died 18th March, 1838, in the 8Qth year 
of his' age,' etc. 

The policy of the father of the rebel general, and of the next brother and 
adopted heir, was to lie low, so as not to attract the attention of the government, 
and in this way to save their patrimony. At the father's death in 1725 his 
second son John succeeded to Adderston, Carham, and other estatos, all appar- 
ently more or less encumbered. He, while yet unmarried, endeavoured to 
provide against any seizure bv, or lapse to, the crown by a series of four 
documents, i.e., by a will dated 24th June, 1738, by a deed dated 1738, to Mead 
to the nses of a fine of the premises comprised in my said last will,' and an 
acknowledgment of the said fine, a codicil dated 8th January, 1739 [-40] , etc., 
which declared that the deed was not intended to revoke the legacies devised by 
his will, but to corroborate and confirm the same, and by a second codicil dated 
.... 1740. The first three documents were executed before, and the last sub- 
sequent to, his mnrriagef : their conjoint effect was as follows :— to convey to 
trustees, the manor and estate of Adderston ; the hamlet of Warenford and 
Twizel-houses ; lands in Newlands and Warenton and the hamlet of Crocklaw; 
the corn tithes of Newham, Warenford and Bradford, to hold to himself for 
life, and after his decease to pay £100 p. an. to his sister Dorothy — £200 p. an. to 
wife as jointure — to raise £3000 as portions for younger children, with remainder 
to eldest Eon in tail male : on failure of own issue male — ^to hold to the use of 
issue male of brother Thomas Forster — remainder to nephews, William the 2nd 
son, Thomas the 3rd son, George the 4th son, James the 5th son, Ferdinando the 

* The ' Mr ' before ' John fenwick ' and the • Mr ' before and • IfiBqr ' after ' flardinandoe 
forster * seems to have been inserted subsequently, or tampered with. Ed. 

f 19th March 1789-40 Bond of marriage John Forster of Edderston aged 25 and Isabel 
Ordpar Norham Bp. aged~17— bond Wm Orde of Sandybank her father. 
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6th son, and John the eldest son of his sister Margaret, wife of Wm Bacon of Newton 
Cap. l?he testator in his will speaks of ' my brother Thomas Forster now in 
parts beyond the seas and also devises legacies to the children'? of 'his Isister- 
in-law [i.e. half sister] Mary Proctor wife of Vincent Proctor of Bock, gent — to 
sister Bacon and to niece Frances Wastell : to discharge his debts and to pay 
legacies the trustees are directed to sell the lands with the advowsou of Garham. 

John Forster died in 1745, leaving an only son and a daughter. His vridow 
in the following year married Robt. Fenwick of Lemington, and by him had 
issue who ultimately succeeded to the greater part of the estate of her father 
Wm. Ordo of Sandybank, sometime M.P. for Berwick. The infant heir was 
made a ward in chancery and John Selby of Beal was by the court appointed 
receiver to the estate. By order of the court was advertized to be sold * the 
capital messuage and township of Garham, the free fishing in the river Tweed, 
a messuage or tenement called Ghidlaw, glebe land in Learmouth, several 
tithes of Wark, Sunnilaws, Presson, Moneylaws, and Wark west demesne, of the 
yearly value of £506 10s., and the advowson of the church of Carham late the 
estate of John Forster esq. of Edderston deed ** 

It is doubtful whether the heir, Thomas Forster, lived to attain his 
majority, though his will was admitted to probate. Probably it was to no 
on6*s interest to dispute it, as the real estate under the settlement recited 
above went to the Bacons, whilst his sister and half-sisters were devisees of 
the personal estate. 

It will be remembered that under the settlement * the beautiful Dorothy' took 
an annuity of £100 out of the family estates. The register of her marriage 
with Armstrong has not yet been discovered but that it took place before 1763 
is shown by the devise of an annuity of £^ p. an. by her nephew Thomas 
Forster in that year to * John Armstrong of Grookham gent \ and in the following 
year in Miss Forster's [afterwards Mrs. Widdrington] reply to Gollingwood 
Forster, the family lawyer, who evidently required to discover who was now the 
heir male, where she says * I send you my aunt Armstrong's answers to the 
question proposed in yonr letter.' That the marriage took place before 1748 
may be inferred, but not concluded, from the record of the poll book of that 
3^ear, that John Armstrong of Berryhill voted for an annuity out of Warenton. 

The Newcastle Journal of I8th May, 1771, says : — * This week died in 
B [ambnrgh] shire Mrs. Forster (sic^ sister of the lato Mr. Forstor, general of the 

rebel forces in 1715 and aunt of the late Bacon of Newton Gap esq.' That 

this refers to the death of Mrs. Armstrong is proved by the Bamburgh register 
of burials, * 7 May 1771 Dorothy wife of Mr John Armstrong of Grookham in 
Ford parish '. It is also corroborated by the unbroken tradition of identity in 
the old Roman Gatholic family of Forster of Kentstone in Islandshire, now 
represented by Mr. John Forster of Kentstone and the Rev. Matthew Forster of 
Amble. 

The Bacon family succeeded to Adderston but were pursued by fate with a 
chancery suit. Under orders of the court dated 11 July, 1774, and 3 Feb., 
1789, re * the estate of John Wm Bacon Forster esq deed ', the estates were 
sold. They comprized, inter aZia, the corn tithes of the hamlet of Newham, 
i.e., the Newhouse farm, middle farm, south farm, Goldrife farm, and Newham 
east side farm, all now belonging to the Dake of Northumberland ; also the com 
tithes of Bradford, Warenford and Newstead. The manor and Adderston hall 
were purchased by the Bacon family who continued to hold this fragment of 
their inheritance for some few years longer." 

Dr. Hodgkin thus described the tapestry in the castle : — 
'* The tapestry was brought hither, probably by archdeacon Sharp himself, 
from the deanery of Ripon towards the close of last century. I believe that 
nothing is known as to its earlier history, though a connoisseur would no doubt 

* NeweoitU Jowmal^ 16 Deo., 1761, and NewoaHle CouraiU, 80 May, 1752. 
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have little difficulty in deciding on its date and place of mannfactore. According 
to the conjecture of the late Mr. Darnell ( as expounded in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for August, 1830 ) the four pieces of tapestry all relate to the life of 
the emperor Justinian and represent (1) Justinian compiling his laws, Trehonian 
with a red mantle waiting upon him. (2) Justinian advancing in triumph to 
the temple of Janus. Liberated captives are kneeling around. (3) Hunting 
scene. Two of the emperor's dogs found dead, perhaps from poison. 
(4) Coronation of Justinian, who swears to observe the Lex Romanorum. 
The book of the law is held up before him by two aged men in the garb of 
fiamens. 

Such is the professed identification of these beautifully executed tapestry 
pictures. I confess that I rather doubt it. Had Justinian been intended, there 
would surely have been some Christian emblem introduced, some bishop or 
patriarch represented as standing beside him, whereas there is nothing of the 
kind, and ibe only ecclesiastical personages are apparently heathen flamens. 
The first picture, where the crowned personage is turning over a number of 
folios, looks to me like some prince of romance searching after the true religion, 
while the turbaned figures in the background of the picture are probably 
Mussulmans intent on introducing the Koran to his notice. There is nothing 
in the hunting scene to suggest a connection with Justinian, who was not, as far 
as I remember, an enthusiastic sportsman ; and when we consider the matter, 
the kneeling monarch on his coronation swearing to observe the Lex Romanorum 
is not exactly the attitude in which an artist would be most likely to represent 
the great legislator. Altogether it seems to me that the subject of these 
pictures has yet to be found ; and I would suggest that it is more likely to be 
found in the pages of the Italian or French romance-writers than in those of 
any sober historian." 
• As regards the so-called portrait of Dorothy Forster he said : — " The dress of 
this picture (which is I think that of the middle of the seventeenth century) 
seems to make it almost impossible that it can be meant for Dorothy Forster, 
sister of the Jacobite general ; and ray daughters have pointed out that the 
picture has almost precisely the same dress and attitude as those in Vandyke*s 
picture o f the Countess of Middlesex of which there is an engraving in the same 
room. Even the flowers on which the lady's hand is resting are almost 
identical with those in that portrait : the chief difference is that the necklace 
in one portrait is single and in the other double. Of course if the portrait be 
either by Vandyke or one of his pupils it cannot represent Dorothy Forster, the 
heroine of Besant's novel." 

Tea was very kindly supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkin in the * guard room ' 
of the castle, for which they were heartily thanked. 

The visitors were then conducted over the castle, when all the objects of interest 
and antiquity were displayed and explained to them. Afterwards they drove 
to Belford, where about forty dined together at the *Blue Bell ' inn, Mr. H. 
A. Adamson, a vice-president of the society being in the chair, supported by 
Mrs. Blair and Major Browne and by Mrs. Deudy and Mr. Blair (the secretary), 
Mr. F. W. Dendy and Mr. J. P. Gibson two members of the Council, the former 
supported by Miss Richardson of Sunderland, a member of the society, being 
in the vice-chairs. 

At 8 o'clock all were driven to Belford station in time for the 8-20 express, 
to which the saloon carriage was attached, and thus ended a very pleasant 
day's outing. 

Note. For a description of Bamburgh church by the Rev. W. Greenwell, see A New 
County HUtory of Northumberland, vol. I, p. 108. See also Arehaeologia Aeliana, xiv, 223- 
281 ; Proceedings, vol I (N.S.) 65, 248 et seq. ; II, 249 ; lU, 893 et»eq. ; and IV, 96, 162, 287 ; 
description of bells and oommonion plate, 287. The illustrations, pp. 191, 194 and 195, have 
been kindly lent by the editor of the Newecaile Weekly Chronicle. 
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The usual monthly meeting of the society was held on Wednesday, the 25th 
day of July, 1894, in the library of the Castle, Newcastle, at seven o'clock in 
the evening, Mr. John Philipson, one of the vice-presidents, being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following ordinary members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. Bell, M. Ho\7ard of Seend, Melksham, Wilts. 

ii. Dolan, Robert T., 6 Percy Osrdenn, Tynemonth. 

iii. Grant- Wilson, Wemyss, Heathfield House, Strestham Common,* London, S.W. 

iv. Long, The Bev. H. T., Hon. Canon, The Glebe, Bamborgh, Belford. 
Y. MearnR, William, M D., Bewick Road, Gateshead. 

vi. Silbnm, Jessie (Miss), 7 Saville Place, Newcastle. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Presents^ for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From the Master of Downing College, Cambridge : — ♦ The National Home Reading 

Union Magazine', vol. iv, No. 5. Feb./98. 
From the editor, Mr. R. Buncombe Jewell : — « The Royalist vol. v, Noa. 2—4. 

May, June & Jaly/94. 8vo. 

From prof. Zangameister, hon. member : —• Limesblatf, No. 10 (to 26th June/94). 
8vo., iUustratioas, [plan showing coar-te of ' pfahigraben ' and a photographic repre- 
sentation of a part of the * gromatio ditch *] . 

Exchanges— 

From the Powysland Club : — * Collections, Historical and Archaeological, relating to 

Montgomeryshire and its Borders vol. xxvii, iL Dec./98. 8vo. 
From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society : — ( i ) List of members, etc.. May 16/94 . 

and (ii) * Ingulf and the Historia Croylandensis, an investigation attempted by W* 

O. Searle. 8vo. Cambridge, 1894. 

From the Shropshire Archaeological and Natural History Society : — 

< Transactions ', 2 ser., vol. vi, 1834, pt. ii. 8vo. Shrewsbury. 
From the Royal Irish Academy : — (i) * Proceedings », 8 ser., vol. in, ii. 8vo. Dublin ; 

(ii) * The Latin Lives of the Saints by £dmund Hogan, S.J. 8vo. Dublin, 1894 ; 

and (iii) * Transactions ' vol. xxx, xi & xii. 4to. Dublin. 
From the Cumberland* Westmorland Antiquarian A Archaeological Society: — 

' Transactions % vol. xm, i. 8vo., illustrations. Eendal, 1894. 

From the British Archaeological Association :— » Journal vol. l, pt. 2, (June 80/ 

94). 8vo., illustrations. 1894. 
From the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland : — • Journal 5 ser., vol.rv, pt. i 

8vo. 
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From the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society : — 'Transactions % 

vol. xvn, pt. i. 8vo., illnstrations. 
From the Cambrian Archaeological Association : — • Archaeologia Cambrensia *, 

5 ser., No. 48. 

Purchases — 

* The Illastrated Archaeologist No. 6. 

' The Royal Charters of Carlisle 8to., el. 

* The Reliquary ' for Jal7/94 (vol. vra, 8). 

* The Antiquary ' for Jane & July/94, N.S., No. 54 ft 55 (vol. ix, i & ii) ; and the 

' Mittheilungen ' & * Jahrbuch * ( vol. ix, ii ) of the Imperial German. Archaeological 
Institute, etc. 

It was resolved on the recommendation of the Council to subscribe for a 
small paper copy of Mr. Maberly Phillips's new book on * Banks, Bankers and 
Banking which he is about to publish ; and to purchase ' The Border Papers, 
a calendar of letters and papers relating to the affairs of the Borders of England 
and Scotland, preserved in H.M. Record Office, Loudon, edited by Jos. 
Bain (Vol. 1), 1560-1594 ' ; and * Peel : its meaning and derivation * by 
George Neilson. 

The following donation to the Museum was announced : — 
From Mr. H. Richardson of Backworth an Ancient British urn, 4| ins. high 
and 5 ins. wide at the mouth, tound at the New Hirst, where the um, 
described at p. 153 of these Proceedings (also presented by M^. 
Richardson to the society) was found. When received at the Castle it 
was in mauy pieces, having been unfortunately broken by the finder. 
It had been cleverly repaired by Mr. Gibson the Castle attendant. 

The special thanks of the society were voted to Mr. Richardson for the gift, 
and thanks were nt the same time voted to Mr. Gibson. 

Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson exhibited a deed of 28th February, 23 Eliz , being 
a grant from Jt>hu Ih ron of Crawley, sou of Williitm Heron of the same place, 
to Thomas Heron ot Newcastle, his brother, of the messuage, late belonging to 
his relative William Heron of the parish of Clerkeuwell. The following is a 
transcript of it. The seal is gone. 

^Ciattt yreaentet at fntnri, quod Ego Johannen Heron de Crawley in Com' North- 
umhrta« gencrosns filing Willi«Zmi Heron de Crawley predicfa generosi defuncti tradidi 
feoffavi Concessi Reniisi Relazavi et hac presenti Carta mea Confirmavi Thome Heron 
de villa novi Castri in Comitatu pr«dicto gen«ro8o fratri meo, omnia ilia mesuagia terran 
tecm^nta edeficia demos Cellariu Sollari^t Shopas et omnia AiRiamenta et advantagia 
queoumqu« cum pertinentibus in Civitate London Rive in Comitatu MiAAUsex seu alibi 
vbioumqu« que uuper fuerunt Willt«Imi Heron de parochia de Clerkenwell in Com* 
Midd' gene/oRi defunctt CooRanguinei mei, et que de prefato Willt«2mo mihi Jure 
hereditario Reu aliter de^cendebant, Reuertebant Hen Remanobant, seu descendere 
remanere vel Reu^rti debuerunt in possesgione Reueroione vsu vel titulo Ac totum Jus 
meum titulum statum Reuercionem Remanenciam et Reucrciones meas premiBsorum et 
CuiuRlibet inde parcellae ab^ttbutlt et tenendum omnia et singula predtcta Mesuagia 
terra« Tenementa edeficia reuerciones Btatum Jus et titulum mea et cetera omnia 
premissa cum p^rtin^ntibus prefati« Thome Heron, heredibu« et assignatu suis. Ad opas 
et vsnm eiuRdem Thome heredum et assignatorum suorum Imperpetuum de Capitalibos 
Dominis illius feodi per Servicia inde prius debita et de jure Consueta imp«rp«tuttm 
OBt vero prefatuR Johannes Heron et heredes mei pr«dicta Mesuagia terr«u 

tenementa et cetera premissa cum pertin«ntt6u« jprr prefatum Thome Heron heredibu« et 
assignatifl suis Contra me heredes meos warrantizabimns acqnietabimns et imperpetuum 
defendemus per presentes "^Oixeviii^ insnper me prefatum Johannem Heron feeiss^ 
ordinasse Constituisse locoque meo posui [sse] dilectos mihi in Christo Johannem Kyllin' 
werthe genero«um et Johannem Gascogne generosum meoR veros et legittimos attoma to« 
Coniunctim et diuisim pro me vice et nomine meo in omniik et singula predicta mesnagia 
terra« Tenementa ac cetera premissa omnia et singula cum omnibus et singtilis suis 
pertinentibu* et in qualibet inde parte seu parcella ad intrandum et plenam et paciflcam 
possessionem et sei«inam inde vice et nomine meo Capiendum et habendum £t post 
hm'tMmodi posseRsionem -et Sei«tnam sic inde Captam et Habitam deinde plenam et 
pacifioam possessionem et sei«inam inde vice et nomine meo prefato Thome Heron ant sno 
Certo in hac parte attomato deliberand' fidem vim formam tenorem et effeotom 
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hnias presentif carte mee Batum et gratim haMtnr totum et qaioqnid diet! attomaii mei 
fecerint sea eorum alteri feoerint in prmisais ^tt (Uiux^reitestimoniam haio pr^senti 
Carte mee Sigillnm menm apposni Datum vicesimo Octavo die ffebroarij Anno regni 
Domine nostre Elizabethe del gratia ffranncie et Hibemie Begine fidei defensor* 
etc yicesimo tercio. 

Jhon [seal gone] Heron 
Signed sealled and delin'ed in the p'sence of us 
John Kyllingworth Johne gascoigne. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the annexed letter from the Rev. J. F. Hodgson, 
the vicar, describing a discovery made by him in the church of Witton-le-Wear : 

** Vicarage, Witton-le-Wear, July 20th, 1894. 

My Dear Blair, Herewith, an accurately measured drawing of the shaft of 
the fifteenth century pulpit of Witton-le-Wear church, discovered by me on 
Sunday evening last. 

During morning service, I happened, accidentally to knock off my spectacles, 
and to send them 
flying. As they 
were not to be 
found on the floor 
of the reading desk, 
the middle storey of 
our singularly ram- 
shackle and mis- 
shapen ^three 
decker', it was clear 
that they must have 
gone through an 
opening at the back, 
below the seat, and 
disappeared in the 
depths beyond. Ac- 
cordingly, after 
e%euii)g service, 
provided with a 
candle, I proceeded 
to investigate the 
abyss, and thus, 
seeking for my lost 
spectacles, found, 
to my astonishment, 
a pulpit, or, at any 
rate, the lower part 
of one, a probably 
unique experience. 
The drawing shews 
this as seen in geo- 
metrical elevation, 
diagonally. What 
the wood of which it 
consists may be, I 
cannot at present 
say, further than 
that it certainly is 
not of oak. It is of 
smooth grain, like 
beech or sycamore, 
and may be of either 
of those woods. The largest of our present churchyard trees is an old, and 
very large, sycamore. The whole is in one block ; the uppermost part, above 
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the shaft, being left roagh hewn in order to receive the mouldings applied 
between the shaft and floor of the saperstractare or palpit proper. 

From the fewness and simplicity of the remaining details it is impossible to 
fix the date with rigid accnracy, but it lies close to, if not within, the period 
extending from about 1490 to 1510 — embracing the episcopates of Sherwood, 
Fox and Buthall. 

Of no great importance in itself, perhaps, it is yet of singular interest in 
this respect, that it constitutes the only example of the kind remaining in 
the county and diocese of Durham, and to such extent, therefore, is absolutely 
unique. At Heighington, it is true, we have the upper part of a medieval 
pulpit, enriched with the linen pattern, and bearing an inscription in black 
letter asking the prayers of the faithful for the souls of Alexander Fletcher 
and Agnes his wife ; but then, if I remember rightly, it lacks its base. In 
this case we have the exact converse, a base wi^out its accompanying pulpit. 
Both are, evidently, much of the same age, and, as far as they go, of good, if 
late, character. The shaft, it may be added, still carries the floor of the 
present pulpit, a fact not undeserving of notice, since it shews that the same 
level is, and was, maintained in both. 

One other point should be mentioned, viz., that the shaft stands about 
three and a half feet west of where the chancel arch ( destroyed many years 
since by the late Sir William Chaytor, M.P., for the sake of enlarging his 
family pew) originally stood, on the south side. The fact is of some ritual 
importance, since the received theory is that the pulpit should be to the north. 

* On the Gospel side hung the pulpit *, etc. 
Here, however, it is not so, nor yet at Brough in Westmoreland, where the 
ancient stone pulpit still remains, nor yet again at Heighington, where it 
would seem all along to have been, as at present, to the south. 

Yours very truly, J. F. Hodgson.'* 

Mr. Blair (secretary) announced that the fragment of a Greek inscription on 
marble had been discovered lately in a stonemason's yard in South Shields and 
given to him. Probably it has been brought from the Mediterranean by some 
ship. The stone is now 13 ins. square. On the upper part there are four rows of 
letters, the third row being smaller than the others. Beneath the inscription 
is a man on horseback hurling a spear or dart. The inscription in Greek 
capitals seems to read : — 

aspa]sia ze[nodotou]a 
skanio chrusip(pou) 

KANAPITONA (?) 
MNEMES CHARIN 

Mr. Blair reported that a fine gem had been discovered in the north-east 
corner of the Boman station of Cilumum a few days previously. He exhibited a 
sealing wax impression of it. It is a sard intaglio seven eighths of an inch 
long by five eighths wide, of late Boman work, and represents * Jupiter en- 
throned on the left, sceptre in right hand and patera in right. Mercury standing 
holding out a wreath, caduceus in left hand, chlamys on left arm." 

Mr. Blair stated that a few weeks ago a man brought three Nuremberg 
counters to him which he stated had been found during the excavations between 
Felling and Pelaw for the railway extensions. Two of them had on obverse 

head to the right and the inscription gotes : sort, and on the reverse a bare 

shield quarterly, 1 and 4 a fleur-de-lis, 2 and 3 a crown and the inscription 
.... scHVLTEs .... ; and the third had on obverse an orb within a trefoil. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was decided to hold a country 
meeting about the end of August or beginning of September at Witton-le-Wear, 
to visit the church and castle there, and Hamsterley church. 
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Mr. Blair next read a long and valaable paper by Earl Percy, P.S.A., * On 
Ancient Farms in Nortbnmberland \ wbich wiU. be printed in externa in the 

Archaeologia Aeliana, 

The Chairman moved a vote of thanks to Earl Percy for his paper. 

Mr. Dendy in seconding the vote of thanks said that Earl Percy's paper was 
valuable and interesting, not only on account of his opportunities of access to 
original documents, but also on account of the skill and industry with which he 
had collated the facts he had gathered together. It appeared from the paper 
which had been read, that Earl Percy considered that the common field ' farm ' 
in Northumberland was identical with the normal virgate or husband-land 
which had existed in other parts of the country, but that those farms were not 
in recent times equal inter and that at no time did they form equal parts of 
the entire township. It should be remembered, however, that in the sixteenth 
century, from which Earl Percy's facts were taken, the disintegration of the 
system had been going forward for certainly five hundred years and probably for 
twice as long. Por many centuries, grants to reli^ous houses, such as those 
contained in the Brinkbum chartulary, grants of parts of the wast^, the 
cessation of the periodic re-division of the arable land and the general growth 
of private rights, had been eticroaching on the equality that in his (Mr. Dendy's) 
. view originally existed. What seemed wonderful to him was, that in spite of 
those disturbing causes, so much evidence was still left of that apparent equality. 
Not only was tba^asture of the commons stinted }n accordance with the number 
of farms in each to>vnship, but at Burradon in the north-west ttU'd at Tynemonth 
in the south-east of the comity, the commons had been actually dinded, within 
the last one hundred and fifty years, according to the number of farms held by 
each proprietor. The farms were also deemed to consist of equal parts of the 
townshif) for rating purposes down to recent times, and Mr. Deudy thought 
that that fiscal equality was more probably founded on an anterior actual 
equality than on the supposed immunity of the demesne, which Earl Percy had 
suggested. It should be borne in mind that the demesne although it might be a 
normal part of a manor, was not a normal part of a township, which was the 
unit of the common field system. Many had thought that the manor was 
super-imposed upon that system. It certainly was not in many cases co- 
extensive with the township, and large manors might still be found composed of 
several independent villages. According to Mr. Palmer's account of ' Ancient 
Tenures of Land in the Marches of North Wales,' there were, under the Wels'i 
laws, in every commote of fifty townships, two which were set apart for the lord 
of the commote ; one of them to be his waste or summer pasture and one to be 
his demesne, and the services due to the lord from the men of the other forty- 
eight townships did not include agricultural labour. It might be that in early 
times a similar state of things existed in Northumberland, and that the baronies 
were the only ancient seats of the county magnates. He, Mr. Dendy, could not 
adduce facts in support of that theory, but he thought it was a more probable 
one than that there should be minor lords or bailiffs and actual demesnes in 
every petty township. In any case there was much weight in the conclusion 
arrived at by Professor Vinogradoff, * whichever way we look, one and the same 
observation is forced npon us : the communal organization of the peasantry is 
more deeply laid than the manorial order.' 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. R. Oliver Heslop then read a valuable paper culled from the Woodman 
MSS. by Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson, on * The Temple Thornton Farm Accoants, 
1308 ', which will be printed in extenso in the Archaeologia Aeliana, 

Thauks were voted by acclamation to Mr. Crawford Hodgson for his paper. 
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The third coantry meeting of the season was held on Monday the 6tb 
day of August, 1894, at 

NETHERWITTON and HARTBURN. 

A little after ten o'clock about thirty members and friends lefb Morpeth station 
in two conveyances by way of Pigdon for 

STANTON, 

where they were met by Mr. Thornton R. Trevelyan and Miss Trevelyan, Mr. 
Trevelyan very kindly acting as guide to the party at Stanton, Witton Shields, 
and Netherwittou. 

The first place visited was the old mansion at Stanton with its covering of 
grey sandstone slabs fiastened on with sheeps' bones. The building which is 
apparently a late fifteenth century pele or early sixteenth, like that at Dodding- 
t<>u, with later additions, is fast going to decay, there being several large holes 
in the roof. The south and west fronts have been cased with ashlar about the 
end of the seveuteenth or beginning of the eighteenth century. There is-an;old 
garden to the north-east of the house enclosed by strong high walls. 

** Stanton appears to have been a possession of Ralph de Merlay who, by per- 
mission of Henry I, married Julia daughter of Cospatric earl of Northumberland, 
part of whose dowry was Stanton among other vills. Edgar the son of Oospatric 
confirmed this dowry of his sister, and amongst the witnesses is William priest 
of Stanton, from which it would seem there had been a church here. Local 
tradition speaks of a burial ground a little to the east of the present old manor 
house and near a number of fine sycamores. In the early part of the thirteentli 
century Roger de Merlay makes a grant to Newminster of xx* in his milljat 
Stanton, and the grant is confirmed by Roger Merlay the third." 

From the pele some of the party walked, while others drove, to * Clavering*s 
Cross ' through the old village of Stanton of which only one or two houses now 
remain, though there are many indications of buildings nearer to the^manor 
boose Uian the present village and near to the traditional burial ground. 

The so called 

clavebing's cross 

is perhaps a village or churchyard cross. It i& a sandstone pillar, in section an 
oblong with the angles chamfered, fixed in a base of three steps, * 18 ins. high, 
and it measures 4 ft. 2 ins. in height, 3 ft. 6 ins. round the lower end and 2 ft. 
10 ins round the upper.' There are roughnesses on its surface which may be 
due to the action of the weather or they may be all that are left of the devices 
which are said to have been upon the stone. As it was in the way it was some 
years ago removed to another site, but within recent years Mrs. Baker Baker of 
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Elemore, co. Dnrham, the owner, had it brought back as near as possible to its 
ori^nal position where it now is. ' On the Limekihiflat aboat a quarter of a mile 
north of the village [the old village of Stanton] , a stone cross still stands in a 
field [now known as 

* Clavering's Close *] 
on the east side of the 
way, which the tradi- 
tion of the neigh bonr- 
hood says was set up 
in memory of a gentle- 
man of the name of 
Clavering being slain 
on the spot in an en- 
comiter .with a party 
of Scots/* Though 
what is left of the 
cross is apparently 
older than 1517 yet 
it may have obtained 
its name from the fact 
that on'the 10th April, 
1517, Edward Horsley 
of ' Scranwodd ' came 
to the cathedral church 
of Durham and sought 
immunity for felon- 
iously striking a cer- 
tain Chr. Clavering of 

* Calyle ' upon the head and in other parts of the body with a sword at Goorfen, 
between Morpeth and Horsley, on the 2ud April, then inst., from which he died 
on the same day" ; as also did Chr. Horsley, for similarly striking John Carr 
of Hetton at the same place and time with a sword and dagger. 

Mr. W. W. Tomlinson tells us» that according to the Patent Rolls of 1622, 
a special pardon was granted to Edward and Christopher Horsley by Henry 8th 
for the murder of John Carr & Christopher Clavering, exempting them 
from the consequence of any action of outlawry, <&c, and making restitution to 
them of the goods and chattels which by law were forfeited to the king by their 
felony. 

In the State Papers of the reign of Elizabeth, preserved in the Public Record 
Office, there is the record of the death of another Clavering. Mr. Tomlinson relates* 
that on the 22nd Nov. 1586, a gallant company rode north from Newcastle. It 
consisted of Sir Cuthbert Collingwood of Eslington, with his lady and daughter 
riding on pillions behind two retainers ; Thomas Collingwood, his heir ; a younger 
son ; Robert Clavering the High Sheriff of Northumberland ; his brother William 
Clavering ; and nine others. Sir Cuthbert Collingwood and Robert Clavering had 
been summoned to Newcastle with other North-Country gentlemen to attend the 
Lord President of the North and to celebrate the Queen's accession. On a moor 
beyond Morpeth they were met by William Selby of Berwick, and 12 or 
13 of his associates, chiefly soldiers from the garrison of Berwick, who had been 
lying in wait for them. Everyone in Sir Cuthbert' s company at once understood 
their intentions, for there had been a bitter feud between the Collingwoods and 

1 Hodgson Northumberland II, ii, p. Ill, which see for the former owners of Stanton. 

2 Sane. Dunel. (5 Sur. Soc.) p. 74. 

8 Monthly Chronicle for 1890, p. 646. The editor is thanked for the loan of the two 
illustrations pp. 208 & 212. 
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Selbys. Lady Oollingwood threw herself from her seat aud on her knees begged 
Selby with tears to let her husband alone for that time. Clavering also tried to 
preserve peace, bat to no purpose for Selby and his company discharging their 
pistols shot Sir Cnthbert and young Olavering in the breast. Sir Guthbert's 
wound was not fetal but for William Clavering there was no hope of 
recovery. Selby fled but four of his associates were tried at the assizes at 
Newcastle, and a verdict of manslaughter was returned against three but the 
fourth was liberated. The Collingwoods and Olaverings were still further incensed 
against the Selbys by this tragic event, and it was very difficult for those 
in authority to bring about a reconciliation. It was submitted to arbitrators, 
and afterwards the Lord Chamberlain undertook to end this trouble, but they 
absented themselves from Berwick on the day appointed for the hearing of the 
case. Nothing appears after this in the State Papers. 

Some of the party drove from Clavering's Cross to Witton Shields, the 
remainder walked across the fields under Mr. Trevelyan's leadership, visiting 
on the way the mounds which mark the site of the village of Lincombe, and 
also the grass grown cockpit in fine condition, the most prominent object 
remaining, consisting of a flat piece of ground surrounded by a circular trench 
and slight mound outside, the diameter from mound to mound being about 22 feet. 

The old house of the Thorntons at 

WITTOl? SHIELDS, 

similar in design to that at Stanton, has been re-roofed recently with purple 
slates, so that it is not now so picturesque as it was a few years ago with its 
covering of moss and lichen covered sandstone slabs. Above the entrance 
doorway on a tablet are the initials n t and the date 1608, surmounted by a 
curious interlaced ornament, while nearer the top of the projecting tower which 
carries the staircase are the arms of Thornton impaling Batcliffe. Above the 
inner doorway are the initials n t. The oak-panelled room bearing the arms of 
Thornton impaling Ratclifife in plaster in the centre of its ceiling and the 
initials n t and date 1619, has recently been refitted and re-used as a Boman 
Catholic chapel served from Longhorsley. Besting on the bottom of the south 
window of this chapel is a stone sundial in the form of a Latin cross. On one 
of the out-buildings are the initials h^t and date 1680. 

Witton Shields is a township which in 1821 contained only 21 inhabitants. 
** It is mentioned in a deed of Roger de Merlay the third, who gives to Adam of 
Plessy * those two bovates of land with toft & croft which Robert the son of 
Matilda held in Sheles " \ 

On the way across the fields Mr. Trevelyan pointed out the course of the 
Roman Road, the * Devil's Causeway,' running in a north-easterly direction across 
the county. 

NETHERWITTON 

( which in old documents is often named * Witton by the Water ' ) was 
reached at about 1-30 o'clock. Here members were most hospitably received 
and entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Trevelyan. In the dining room the Rev. John 
Walker, vicar of Whalton, read the following notes : — 

** Netherwitton was one of the possessions which Ralph de Merlay, baron of 
Morpeth, received with his wife Julian the daughter of Cospatric, earl of North- 
umberland. In the reign sf Stephen (1138) this Ralph de Merlay and Julian 
his wife founded the abbey of Newminster, endowing it with * part of the wood of 
Witton ' amongst other ^fts. They were buried in the north part of the chapter 
honse of the monastery they had founded. It is possible that the meaning 
of Witton is Woodtown*. It would seem from very early times to have been 

4 Watton, ^etomifuter Cartulary (66 Sor. Soo.), p. 184. ' Woodnton* was the old name 
of Witton-le-Wear. 
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a place of woods. It is also called Witton by the Water, Witton Underwood, 
and in 2 Edward II, Wudton. Boger de Merlay the third granted to John of 
Plessy liberty to cut timber in the woods of Witton and Horsley to make and 
repair the mills of Stannington and Plessy. We find the lord of the manor, temp. 
Henry YIII, appointing a forester to his west woods from the Eaymeford to the 
Merebum. Here and there in the neighbourhood are old slag heaps where the 
nodules of iron ore found in the bums have been smelted in very early days. 
There is a Smithy burn and a Smithy hill. I have not met with a reference to 
the smelting of iron in the Newminster Cartulary. 

Roger de Merlay the third was succeeded by two daughters, Maria and Joan, 
who married respectively, Maria, Thomas baron of Greystock, and Joan, Robert 
de Somerville, and Witton passed into the hands of the Somervilles. In 1289- 
1290, a dispute arose between Robert de Somerville, who married the daughter 
of Roger de Merlay, and Robert of Witton, a descendant of Gospatric, with 
respect to boundaries, and in a statement of the claims ^the Trench * is 
meutioned and * a certain ancient way * which crosses the top of the Trench. 
This ancient way * can still be traced for a considerable distance. The 
dispute was not closed till the end of the seventeenth century. In 1355 died 
Philip de Somerville, possessed amongst others of the manors of Witton and its 
subordinate fees, Horsley, Stanton, etc. His daughter Joan, sole heiress, 
married Sir Rees ap Griffith, a Welsh knight, whose descendant * released all 
his rights in the manor of Witton -by-the-wat<>r8 and all services in Wingates, 
Witton, Stanton, Horsley, ' Gerradlee,* Staunington, &c. to Roger Thornton and 
Agnes bis wife and John Fenwick and John Steele chaplains and Thomas 
Chester vintner their heirs and assigns * ( Hodgson ). This Roger Thornton 
built the castle of Witton, of which it is thought there are some remains incor- 
porated in the present hall. In the Newminster Cartulary* we read that in anno 
domini 1429 on the day after the circumcision died Roger Thornton burgess of 
the town of Newcastle and lord of Witton who built the castle there and gave 
to us lead by which to cover the nave of onr church : for which Roger and 
Agnes his wife, and children, we say daily the mass of the blessed Virgin, and 
another mass for the dead, and they he iu the church of All Saints Newcastle. 

In 1651, 2450 horse belonging to nine regiments of foot, the train and 
baggage, the lifeguard, and two regiments of horse, of CromwelPs army were 
quartered at Neliierwitton for one night upon the grounds of the lady Thornton 
at Netherwitton. By the marriage of Margaret, eldest daughter of James 
Thornton, in 1772, to Walter Trevelyan, esq., second son of Sir George 
Trevelyan of Nettlecombe in the county of Somerset, the estate passed into the 
hands of the present family. 

Tradition says that Netherwitton hall was made the hiding place of lord 
Lovat after the battle of Culloden. But Hodgson throws some doubt on this. 
The closet in which he is said to have been concealed is no doubt a hiding place 
commonly called a priest's hole. Netherwitton was long noted for the number 
of those who held to the unreformed church. In 1680 seventy of the inhabitants 
were presented as papists. The village cross now standing in the gardens near 
Font House has the date 1698 which may give the year in which the village was 
removed to the right bank of the river. The cross was repaired in 1825 and put 
into its present position. In 1832 an attempt was made to introduce the cotton 
industry into Netherwitton by the late Walter Trevelyan, esq., who built a very 
substantial mill on to the old com mill and filled it with expensive machinery, 
but the venture was unsuccessful, owing perhaps to the development of railways 
with the consequent economic and industrial changes. In 1837 the foundation 

6 * Anno Domini mcooczxix, in orastino Circumoisionis, obiit RogeroB de Thornton, 
bui^ensis villae Novi Castri, et dominus de Witton, qui oastrom ibidem oonatnuit, et 
dedit nobis plumbum qno o^eritnr navis eccleaiae nostrae ; pro quo Bogero, et Ag^et 
nxore ejnsdem, et liberie, dicimus quotidianam missam beatae Virginia, et ali^an tniaaan^ 
pro defunctis, et jacent in eeclesia Omnium Sanctorum in Novo Castro.' p. 802. 
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stoDe of the bridge was laid by Raleigh Treyelyan, esq. There had been only a 
ford previously. The bridge was built by subscription. Hodgson says that 
' old people remember when the villagers used to assemble in the evening and 
dance round the cross to the music of the Northumberland pipes, while their 
aged friends sat around enjoying the sportive scene. On Sunday evenings they 
were joined by several of their neighbours There used to be a weekly market 
here and a fair when the inhabitants * had to give five days' entertainment from 
the 8th to the 13th August to all the loose and idle bodies of the county for miles 
around Roger de Somerville had a grant from Edward I in 1290 of a market 
and fair in Witton." 

The present hall of Netherwitton, which is of freestone of three storeys, with 
flat roof and open battlements, was built by Robert Trollop the architect of the 
Guildhall of Newcastle, who was a native of York and received his freedom of 
Newcastle, September 25th, 1657, for his ingenuity, skill and abilities. 

On the motion of Mr. H. A. Adamson, Y.P., seconded by Mr. Dendy, a hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Trevelyan for their great kindness 
and true Northumbrian hospitality. 

Mr. Walker was also thanked for his notes. 

There is a grant* by Ralph [? Roger III] de Merlay to Walter, son of Walter 
de Witton, of Harlaustrother in Witton ' versus del Stanbrig ad capud australe 
versus aquilonem, ... ad terram quam Adam de Yacher tenet,' and a toft 
at the new stone cross (novem crucem lapideam) in Morpeth. In a perambulation 
of the boundaries of Rothley pasture the four standing stones on Lynzelaw and 
the standing stone between the bounds of Witton and Rothley are mentioned 
(' lapidem stantem inter btindas de Witton et Rothlee ').^ 

Roger Thornton ' yelder ' by his will of * thursday next before yoleday * 1429, 
directed his body to be ' beryet beside my wyfe in Alhalowekyrke of Newcastle 
He gave to the * Chapel of Wytton by ye water yj mrc to • Sr Thomas 
Pityngton vicar of hertbum c» 

By his will of February 24th, 1587-8, * Lowrance Thorneton of Witton-upon 
the-"Water ' directed his ♦ bodye to be buryed in the chappell of Wytton, emongest 
the sepultures of myne ancestors \ He gave his son James the east and west 
* sheyldes ' for his life, and to Nycolas Thorneton, his nephew, he gave * Stanton 
Sheyldes *, etc." 

Cathbert Law, late of * Witton of the Watyr,* on the 15th January, 1507, 
sought sanctuary for striking and mortally wounding John Crawforth of Witton 
in the chest with a certain weapon which he had in his hand, as was asserted, 
at Witton, about the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Gross. > » 

In 1674 (June 20) amongst the Northumbrian recusants are Francis Ratcliffe 
and Joan his wife of * Witton shells,*^ > and in 1677 the names of Wm. Thornton 
of Netherwitton, gen., and Henry T?homton of Witton Sheilds, gen.^« 

Bills were found against Henry Thornton of Witton Sheeles, gen., and 
Wm. Thornton of Netherwitton, gen., for sending to the college at St. Omer's, 
Nicholas Thornton, esq., and Henry Thornton, gen.»» 

Members were then shewn the fine oak staircase, the * priests' holes 
etc., etc. 

6 The ^tfimitwter Cartulary (66 Sor. Boo.) pp. 7 and 8. 7 Ibid. p. 268. 

8 Northern WUU d: InvenU)rie$ I (2 Sur. Soc.) p. 78. 9 IMd. II (88 Sur. Boo.) p. 818 

10 SanetDunel. (6 Sar. Soo.) p. 61. 
U Depo9ition$fr<m York Caitle (40 Sur. Soo.) p. 207. 12 Ibid. p. 227. 18 Ibid. p. 249n. 
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After a walk along the terrace and a glance at the garden, the road through 
the churchyard to the village was taken, the church being visited on the way. 
The sacred building has been 
so completely restored that it 
is practically new. The nave 
is 30 ft. square, the chancel 
28 ft. by 12 ft. At the east 
end on the outside wall are 
three shields bearing the 
Thornton arms with different 
impalements, while in the 
church itself is a grave cover 
with floriated cross now 
against the north wall of the 
chancel, with a shield across 
the stem bearing the arms of 
Thornton impaling a bearing 
which is now illegible. In the 
chancel there is an cfiigy of 
a woman found in digging 
th6 foundations of the new 
north wall. There was a 
chantry of St. Giles in the 
chapel of Witton.»« For 
description of communion 
plate see Proc. vol. V, p. 21. 

The village cross, now in a 
garden, having been inspect- 
ed, members returned to the carriages and were driven to Hartburn. On the way 
a short halt was made to enable Mr. Walker to point out the * Trench *, etc., 
referred to in his notes read in Netherwitton hall, (p. 210). 

The farm of Temple Thomt-^n was passed on the way. There was formerly 
at this place a preceptory of the Knights Templars, but no traces of the build- 
ings now remain. In 1578 the chapel of Thornton was in decay.** On the 
7th July, 1579, the chapel of Thornton was without a curate * in def< ctu Roberti 
Felton, who reapethe tiethe come and all other tyethes, and will finde no 
curate, yet so bownde.' ' • In 1582-3 the chapel of Thornton had neither cmrate 
nor churchwardens.*^ 

Mr. J. Crawford Hodgson gave eitracts from the Farm Accounts of 1308 at 
the July meeting of the society,"* and these will be printed in the Archaeologia 
Aeliana. 

From an * extent * » • of the lands and tenements of the hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem in England, made by brother Philip de Thame, prior of the Order in 
England, in the year 1338, now in the pubhc library of Yaletta in the island of 
Malta, we learn that there was at Thornton on tlie March of Scotland in the county 
of Northumberland, a house newly built by brother Leonard, lately prior, because 
after the dissolution of the Templars all their houses were destroyed, and 
appropriated by the lords of the fee. The herbage was worth 10/- a year, and 
300 acres worth in time of peace IIL 10«. being 6(2. per acre, but then on 
account of the war scarcely worth ^d, an acre, making the value only 75/-, &c. 
The expences were 628. per an. for the stipend of a chaplain not at the table, 
4 qrs. 2 bushels of com for the bailiff's wages worth 10/6, one woodward 10/6, 
for their wages 13/4 a year, for oil, wine, and wax for the chapel 2/-, for repairing 

14 EeeL Proe, of Bishop Bamet (22 Sur. Soc.) Ixxxvi and xoiv. 

16 Ibtd.p. 84. 16 I&ul.p.96. 17 ibki. p. 100. 

18 Proeeedinggf YI, p. 206. 

19 The KnighU Hogpitallert in England (65 Camden Society), p. 188. 
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the houses 20/-, and 2 marks at the coming of the preceptor. There remained 
to be paid to the treasurer for outstanding debts 13 marks 6^. 8<2., yet there was 
not anything to meet them on account of the Scottish war. 

HARTBDRN,«*> 

most picturesquely situated on the west side of the little stream which lyriTPS 
the village its name, was reached about 3-30. At the entrance to the church- 
yard members were met by the vicar, the Rev. J. G. Kershaw, who pointed out 
the chief objects in and about the church. 

Mr. W. S. Hicks has kindly supplied the following notes of the architecture 
of the church : — 

This is a fine transitional church with a dignified western tower, a nave of 
four bays with north and south aisles, a long chancel, and a south porch. The 
tower is remarkably fine and well preserved, with a three light perpendicular 
window on the west side in the lowest stage. The nave arcade pillars are 
octagonal and the arches are of simple splays, the early roof of high 
pitch embraced both the aisles, which shew evidence by change of masonry 
of having been raised. At present there is a flat lead covered roof with 
parapet and small simple clerestorey. The walls and arches have been 
considerably distorted by settlements or disturbances, and the general 
appearance in rather as if there had been a landslip at the east end. The 
chancel is of the same date with a boldly moulded obtuse chancel arch, 
and a simple eastern triplet, small lancet side windows, above a string course 
inside and out, good sedilia and piscina and a priests' door on the south side, 
and a pretty low side window. The north side has been almost entirely rebuilt 
and the whole chancel has been strengthened and renewed from time to time, 
it is ivy-covered, and the steep slope of the churchyard to the eastward, 
gives a very grand and noble effect to the east gable. The south porch and 
tiie ancient font must not pass unnoticed. The old walls contain many of the 
stones of an earlier church some of them being of ornamental character." 

The tower at the west end h%8 a stairway in its north west angle. The 
nave incliues about twentv-five degrees from the east while the chancel inclines 
a few degrees less. The nave is fifty-seven feet long by thirty-eight feet wide 
including the side aisles. On the capital of the south-east pillar facing the 
church a fish has been cnrved in relief. The chancel is forty-eight feet long by 
sixteen feet and a half wide. Its arch has lost its nook shsits but the capitals 
and bases of them remain, it is lighted at the east end by the triplet of Early 
English windows referred to by Mr. Hicks, with banded nook shafts inside, 
the arched tops were added during the recent restoration in 1892, the old ones 
having been destroyed. In the chancel in the usual position there are a *low 
side ' window and the remains of a squint. The piscina to the east of the 
sedilia has the nail-head ornament round the projecting bowl. On the floor 
of the chancel there is a large fourteenth century grave slab of blue stone having 
in the centre the matrix of the brass of a priest wbUe round the verge is an incised 
inscription in Lombardics informing us that Sir Thomas formerly vicar of the 
church lies there.* * There is also a piscina in the south wall at the east end 
of the south aisle. 

Of modern things in the chancel there is a fine marble statue, by Chantry, of 
Lady Bradford. 

There is a quaint sundial having three faces over the porch door. The 
Early English doorway within the porch has the dog tooth moulding around it, 
three crosses are incised on its east jamb, one equal armed, the others of the 
Latin form. 

The fifteenth century nave roof was taken down in 1892 when the church was 
restored and replaced by a new one of oak, a reproduction in every detail of the 
original. 

^ See Hodgson Northumberland^ pt. 11, vol. i, p. 296, et seq. 
21 $*or the inscription see Proc, V, p. 234. 
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The semi-circular tower arch has been filled in in later times by a wall 4 feet 
6 ins. thick and a low square-headed doorway left for access to the tower, the 
ground floor of which is now used as a vestry. In it there is a small quaint 
panel of carred oak of seventeenth century date, sometimes supposed to repre- 
sent * The Temptation of Adam.* There is a window looking into the church 
from the first floor of the tower. In the tower, suspended on beams rather 
difficult to reach, are two pre-reformation bells, one bearing the usual invo- 
cation to the Virgin, the other telling us that it is the bell of the holy apostle 
Andrew.** 

In 1315 on the petition of John de Percy, yicar, a mandate was issued for 
the repair of defects in the church out of moneys of the preceding vicar ( Reg. 
Pal Dun, II, p. 736 ). 

Sunk into the ground in the churchyard by the side of the south wall of the 
church is a large stone coffin with place shaped for the head. 

There is a mural tablet in the nave informing us that * John Arthur of South 
Shields, son of Joseph Arthur of North Middleton, did bequeath 501 in 1800, 
appropriating the interest for the education of poor children at the parish school 
of Hartbum.* 

The registers begin in 1678, the earliest volume being in bad condition ; but 
there is one entry dated 1672 thus entered : — 

' 1672 Jouly 23 " Marry Doter of Thomas & Isball Heppall of Thornton Baptised.* 

It is not known to whom the church is dedicated, in this respect sharing 
the peculiarity with Knaresdale, and Mr. Bates in his Church Dedications* » 
says ' that great credit is due to the ecclesiastical authorities ' of both places 
* for their courage in declining to give their churches any dedications at all 
rather than fictitious ones like so many in Northumberland.* 

The communion plate is described in the Proceedings, vol. IV, p. 167. 

* elizabethe sacheuerall wedo ' by her will of the 14th day of Feby 1562, 
directed her ' bodye to be buryed wUn the p'ishe Ghurche of hertborn after the 
custime of chnrche.'** 

John Widdrington of Temple Helay seems to have had a • leasse of Hartbume 
church e ' as by his will of the 4th Feby 1570, he gives it to his children in 
certain portions.** 

After a visit to the grave of John Hodgson, the historian of Northumberland, 
which lies to the east of the church, and thanking the vicar for his guidance and 
offer of hospitality, for which however there was not time, seats were again taken 
in the carriages for the drive back which was made to Morpeth by way of Mitford, 
where both castle and church looked pleasant in the sunlight nestling amongst 
the trees. 

The ' Queen's Head * was reached at 5-45 when about twelve members sat 
down to dinner, the remainder at once taking trains for their respective destina- 
tions, and thus ended a pleasant day. 



The following additional notes relating to Hartburn are extracted from 
the Surtees Society Publications : — 

Cxxxi. The Fanner or Impropriator of Hartbume against 

Roger Fenwicke of Botheley gent., aged 80 years ' Haith he belevithe there is 4 offering 
dayes, but what they shud offer he wote not, butt this deponent paid 2d at Easter last 
for his offerynge, and so did his neighlwurs— for hymself and all his hoashold he paid 
2d apece, at Easter last. 

John Tweddall of the parish of Hartbome, yoman, aged 64 years, ' saith he knoweth 
William Thornton of long tyme ; He is of Hsurbome parish, althoughe he use to Wytton 
ohapell. He saith in tymes past they paid candles of Candlemas daye, and offered at 
buryalles and weddings, and at Easter l^d. but now they paye no suche offering, but at 
the last Easter they paid 2d. for all. He never sawe 4 offeringe dayes kept, but at Easter 
l^d, but the last yere.' 



22 For the insoriptions see Proe. V, p. 284. 

28 Arehaeologia Aeliana xm, 882. 

24 NoHhem Willi d Inventoriei (2 Sur. Soc.) p. 200. 

25 Ibid. p. 821. 
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Winiam lUye, of Sonth Myddlctoo, hmbandinan. ndth *that he this deponent nor his 
fore ellens neTer paid more bot l|d. for ther offerings, by the space of 40 yeres. He 
remembrithe well they paid no more, tyll the Uutt Easter that Mr Wyddrington reqmerd 
hym and other to pay and if it were not lawful he wolde rqpaye it apayn.s • 
CcLxxxn. PerHonalis reHponsio Jaoobi Chamber positkmibas et articoUs libelli magistri 
Willielmi SteTenson, ricarii de Hart bom (in a soit for Dilapidations). 

James Chambre of Boldon in com. Donelm. yeoman, aged 80 years 'belyrith that 
article to be trewe, that Mr. SteTenson haith bein Vicar of Hartbom by the spaie of one 
yer and more ; for this examinate uncle, Mr. Raif Todd, died at St. Matthew day, now a 
yere past. He sayth ther is a mauftion house, and such bowses as are articulate, belong- 
ing the same ; but wher yt is articulate that 601. will nott repair ytt, he belyrith yt not 
to be trewe, for 60i. will bnyld a newe house. Sainge further, that the mansion house is 
moeh better then yt was at his said uncle's comming therto, for ther was a crosse 
chunber newe buyldyd, and 1 ehymney therein maid of fresUme, of his said unele 
chardges, which tiao buildyd a newe water oorae myln, that yerely yeildeth more proffett 
to the Tiear ther then the chardges of the decayes commith to, yf they were yerely ratyd. 
He saith that the said Baufl Tod, articulate, haith not reeeyred all manner of Xths, 
proffects, and commodities, the tyme that he the said Rauf was Ticar ther, that dyd grow 
or renew within the said parish ; for that the parishionm ther ar rerje eyill payers of 
ther duytiee, being at this tyme owin^ to this examinate, his the said Baufl exeeutour, 
above 401. He belyreth that the said Baufl Todd reeeyred small commodytie by the 
said Ticaridge, consydering the buylding he maTd ther, and the 40«. he paid yerely to the 
poore of the said parish 42. 18t. 4d. yerdy to the Queue for arrerages, eonsydering the 
10th and subsidies, the fyndinge ai the preiste, and all other ordinaiye and extra ordinarye 
chardges, and specially the chardge of the suit the said Baiff had 1 London with one 
Felton 2 yeres for the raic of the said water eome myln. Sainge further, that my Lord 
Cuthbertlate bushop of Durham dyd frely gyre the said Ticaridg and benefice of Hartbom 
to the said Baifl Todd in reeompenc of part of the ransom he paid in Scotland.'* ' 

At a Visitation the parish (^ureh of Oateshead *£cclesia de Iblank ? Hertbome]. 
Dominus Oerardus Kilbome, Ticarins ibidem, D. Johannes Cow^r, capellanns, praesti- 
terunt ftc Bobertns Storie, Willielmus Aldwood, parochiani ibidem, dicunt omnia 
bene.'ts 

At the Chancellor's Tisitation ci Jan. A Feb. 1578, * Bichardus Handeoocke, vicarius 
ibidem, Personal iter, Licentiatus. Thomas Anderson, curatus ibidem. Personaliter, 
Licentiatus. Willielmus Smythe, elericus parochialis ibidem. Personaliter. Licentiatus.* 
parochiani.' «• At ai^other Visitation of July, 1678, the task was performed by John 
Wood, curate of Hartebume. Mr Bichard Hancocke, Ticar, appears to have been excused 
on account of his learning.* o 'Richards Hancocke,* the Ticar, also attended the 
Chancellor's Visitotion of Jan. 1578-9. s i The Visitotion of 24 Jan., 1580-1, was held 
at Morpeth, before Mr. Bichard Hancocke, vicar of Hartebume, the Chancellor's 
deputy, as 

Lord Wm. Howard got in right of his wife as ' sister & coheire of Oeorge late Lord 
Dacre deceased * amongst others ' the Manor of Angerton Cumberton & Hartbom cum 
Midleton Morrell per annum xxxiiji. iijs. Td.'s s 

The following Dotes relate to Netherwittoii : — 

Wytton [on the water] . The Channtry of Senet Oyles, founded in the Chappell of Wytton 
within the Parishe of Hertbome. Mathew Swane, Incumbent, of the age of 1. yeres, 
meanly learned, of honest oouTersacion and ^ualytes, haring no other Irring then the 
same ohauntry, being dystannte from the parishe chiurche ij. myles. And ther is no landes 
sold, &o. And ther be of howseling people Tijo. Yerely Talewe, lxiiij«. ; repryse, Tiijs. ijd. 
Clere, 1t«. xd. Plate, none. Ooodes, unpray8ed.'s« * The Chauntry of Sent Chiles of 
Witton. Item, one grene vestment, one vest of whyte crewell, with Uie appurtenannces, 
and ij. latten candlestyks.'" « 

At the Chancellor's Visitation of Jan. ft Feb., 1578 [-9], ' Thomas Smythe, curatus 
ibidem. Personaliter. Licentiatus. Badulphus Thometon, elericus parochialis ibidem, 
Personaliter.' > • * It is worthy of remark uiat in many parishes or ^apelries, in which 
was settled a house of old descent and note and coat armour, we have one of the same 
family acting as parish clerk.* Amongst those named is this Balph Thornton at 
Netherwitton.* 7 

Chancellor*s Visitation of July 1578 no account of his task was given by Thomas Smythe 
curate of Netherwitton.s s 

Mungo Barnes of Nether Witton, 1688. Mar 8. Brought in by attachment upon the 
informacion of Andrew Hall, derke, curate of Nether Witton, that he called Hall ' base 



26 Depo$. d Ecel. Proe. (21 Sur. Soc) pp. 96 and 97. 27 Ibid. p. 211. 

28 Eecl. Proc. of BUhop Bame$ (22 Sur. Soo.) p. xx. 

29 Ibid. p. 84. 80 ^id. pp. 75 & 76. 81 Ibid, v, 98. 82 IMd. p. 99. 
88 The Hoiuehold Book of Lord WUliam Houard (68 Smr. Soo.)-p. 409. 

84 EceL Proe. of BUhop Barnes (22 Sur. Soo.), IxxxvL 

85 IMd.p.xciv. 86 IMd. 84. 87 IMd. 45. 88 Ibid. 16. 



Digitized by Google 



217 



lonsie rogue ' & did ptill him bv the throate & striek him on the breAst ; confessed ft 
submitted. He shall pnbliquelie & solemnlie acknowledge the said oflenee npon Snndaie 
14 Aprill. In regard of his laieing violent handes npon Hall, he shall be denounced 
excommunicate in the chapell of Nethorwitton. Upon his peticion a commission is 
granted unto Mr. Mark Wallaok, curat of Hartbome, to absoWe him from the ezoom- 
municacion after the pennance. Apr. 80. Cwtified and dismissed.* « 

•Thomas Swanneof par. Nether Witton. Forbeatingea minister. 1688, Apr. 80. Brought 
in and swome to answeare. July 11 SOL forfeited & oertd. for non appearance. Ao &c.'s » 

Gnyles Todd. Abuscinge Mr. Andrew Hall. 1688 July 11. Could not be found. fto.&c.s7 

Extracted from bishop Chandler's notes of a visitation * supposed in 1736 * : — 
*♦ Hartbum V. wth Netherwitton. Improp. late lA Derwentw. Besid. 

Fam. 260 [of whom]'39 Presb. No School. 3 Sacmt 50— 60 come. 
" Netherwitton 6m from Hartb. 0. Mr Richardson asher of Morpeth, 

serves only morn, catech. in aftemoo'. Sal. small tith 16 : 10 : modus hay 

2 : 10 Snrpl. Fees. Fam. 64 of one Presb. 35 Papists. No School. 

Sacmt 3 times 40 come. mr. Jo. Thornton P. a Mass house abt 60 resort 

thither.'* 

The following are from Spearman's * Notes ' : — 

" Netherwitton & Piodon. 1610, John, Lord Lumley (heir of Boger 
Thornton by his daughter) held the Manor of Witton, otherwise Witton on 
the Water, with appurts. and other lands in Northumberland of the King 
iu Capite by Knight service and rent of £10. Lord Lumley was descended 
from the daughter and heiress of Thornton [of] the Netherwitton family 
from a natural son who was slain by Lumley in the ditch at Windsor 
[and who held it] , Lumley claiming Netherwitton in right of his wife the 
legitimate daughter of Thornton. 

** 1628, Thomas Heron, gent., held half the Manor of Pigdon. A 
descendant of above Mortgaged to Dorothy Milbank of Newcastle, widow, 
who foreclosed and is now the property of the Milbanks of Thorp Perrow, 
County of York, her descendants. 

** Stanton. Sir Roger de Merley of Stanton gave 20/- a year out of his 
Mill there U) Newminster Abbey. In the reign of Henry III Sir Ralph 
Fenwick held Stanton Manor hy Kuight Service. 1568, Richard Fenwick 
died seised of and in the Manor and vill of Stanton, Absheels, Limekill 
field, and a moiety of Longwitton. 1639, Will. Fenwick, son of Richard 
Fenwick, Esq., held in Oapite Knight Service the manor & vill of Stanton 
with appurtenances." 



The following note is from the Athenaeum of the 21st July, 1894 (p. 106) : — 

*^ We are glad to see that prof. R. Rahu, of Zurich, has prevailed upon the 
municipal authorities in Zug to renounce their cruel scheme for the destruction 
of the lovely little church of St. Oswald, built in 1478. There was formerly, 
and perhaps still is, within the church a wooden statue of the king on horseback, 
with the arms of England, and the inscription * Sanctus Oswaldus, Rex Angliie, 
patronus hujus ecclesisB '. There is also a painting of St. Oswald in prayer 
before the battle, which formerly stood above the high-altar, and is attributed 
to Carlo Maratti. It is now in one of the aisles ". 

At a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of London, held on the 7th December, 
1893 {Proc. 2 ser., xv, 21), Mr. St. John Hope, the assistant secretary, read 
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a paper on * The Seals of Archdeacons.* The following notes relating to 
Northumberland and Dnrham are extracted from the paper. He states that as 
compared with episcopal seals the known number of those of archdeacons is 
extremely small. There are about thirty seals at Durham, of which the Bevs. 
W. Greenwell and J. T. Fowler have furnished minute descriptions. Mr. Fowler 
describes an impression of the earliest seal noticed, that of Hugh de Sotevagian, 
archdeacon of York in 11 38, at Durham. It bears the seated figure of the archdeacon 
vested in along robe, which may be a dalmatic and holding a book in his left hand. 
The legend [in Lombardics] is sott vaoinb . ooon[omin]b ooonitvs hvoo. 
The seal of William de Beverley, archdeacon of Northumberland 1369 and 1370, 
represents him standing in the doorway of a castle or tower, flanked by turrets 
surmounted by busts of St. Oswald and St. Cuthbert. With few exceptions the 
archdeacon in every case wears an amice, albe, and a long thin dalmatic and 
generally a fanon, though this is not always certain. Mr. Fowler says concern- 
ing the Durham seals : * In no one case have we been able to see any stole.' 
The seal of Alan de Lenna, archdeacon of Northumberland in 1217, represents 
him in monastic habit sitting at a desk. Heraldry makes its appearance very 
late on archdeacons* seals. The earliest example noticed is that of Richard de 
Castro Bernardo, archdeacon of Northumberland in 1362. It has in base a 
small shield bearing his arms, and this practice was generally followed : bat a 
few cases are found in which two shields occur, one on either side of the little 
effigy in base. In one case the dexter shield bears the royal arms and in another 
the arms of the see, but nut impaled. Edward Bigge, archdeacon of Liudisfame 
in 1842, has a figure of St. Cuthbert with the head of St. Oswald and a shield 
in base. In concluding his valuable paper Mr. St. John Hope mentions several 
effigies of ecclesiastics vested in the amice, albe, dalmatic and fanon, as well as 
the stole, which is worn over both shoulders under the dalmatic. One example 
he gives is the effigy in Frosterley marble in the chancel of Byton church vested 
in amice, albe, stole, dalmatic and fanon, and holdin<{ on the breast with both 
hands a book with an eagle carved on the cover. The ends of the stole, like 
that on an effigy in Avon Dassett church, Warwickshire, hang down together 
on the right side and show that it was worn deacon -fashion over one shoulder 
only. The effl<;y may represent a vicar or rector who was only a deacon, hu 
abuse that we know existed.^* 



Alnmouth. The Assize Roll 1305-1311 (in the possession of the Dake of 
Northumberland ) records a charge brought against Peter of Dunstan of having 
broken into the church of * Alnemuth * and stealing therefrom the chalice and 
vestments : the jury found him not guilty of burglary. He was detained on a 
charge of having robbed certain merchants of Berwick. 

Auckland. Bishop Pilkington converted the college bells of Auckland which 
he * burst in peaces to his own use, made a bowling alley and archery gallery 
where divine service was before celebrated From Hunter MBS. quoted by 
Longstaffe, Darlington^ p. 102. 

Bbinkbubn & West Chevington. In 1717 the bells of the chapels at those 
places were stolen (note in MS. copy of Session Records in society's library). 

Lanchbster {Proc. iv, 51). The bells here are rung at 6 a.m. in summer, and 
at 8 a.m. in winter, and the * pancake bell * at II a.m. on Shrove Tuesday. The 
passing bell is rung as elsewhere, three strokes for a child, twice three for a 
woman, and three times three for a man. 



42 For instance in 1815 a commiBBion was issaed to ordahi to the priesthood, Thomtf 
de Hessewell, deacon, rector of the ohorch of Sedgefield. Reg, Pal, DuiMt. II, 095. 
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The ordinary moutblj meetiDg of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 29th day of August, 1894, at seven o'clock 
in the evening, Mr. Cadwallader J. Bates, a vice-president of the society, being 
in the chtiir, succeeded by Major-General Bir William Crossman, K.O.M.G. 

Several accounts, reuommeuded by the Council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

Mr. J. G. Gradon, of Lyntou House, was proposed as an ordinary member of 
the society and declared duly elected. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
PrfsenUf, for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From R. Duncombe Jewell, the editor : — « The Royalist vol. v, No. 5, 8to. 
From prof Geo. Stephens, hon. member, the author : — • The Ronea : whence 
come they ' ; large 8vo., illustrations, pp. 96. 

Exchantjtts — 

From the Yorkshire Arch*ieological Association : — Their ♦ Journal *, pari L, (toI. 
xm, pt. ii). 8vo. 

From the Sussex Archaeological Society < Sussex Archa«>logical CoUeotions ', 
vol. XXXIX. 8to. cloth, plates. 

From La Soci^te d' Arch6ologie de Bruxelles : — • Annales *, vol. 8, part iii. 8vo. 
illustrations [ contaius an interesting illustrated article * Bur la persistanoe et la 
transmiHsibilit^ des types loonographique^ ', by M. Goblet d* Alviella, in which 
among other things the writer compares Uie conical image of the Virgin having arms 
extended wich the antique representation of Tanit Astart^ under the form of an 
anrtated cone, and that of the Madonna standing or seated holding Christ in her arms 
with the images of Isid and Horns]. 

Purchasetf — 

The * Antiquary ' for August/94 ; and 

* Familiae Minorum Oentium ', vol. i (Harleian Sooiety*8 Publications). 

The Council reported that Mr. Holmes (the treasurer) had purchased at 
Gai'laud's sale, * The plate of St. Nicholas's church and surroundings, after the 
picture by T. M. Richardson, sen., which was published by Messrs. Moon, Boys 
and Graves, December 15th, 1828. It is engraved in line and mezzotint by 
T. Hodgetts, and the plate continues in very good order as may be seen by a 
comparison of the print recently pulled with the proof of it in the Black Gate. 
If the society care to possess the plate they can have it at tha price paid, £10, 
plus a few shillings, the cost of proving it.' The Council recommended the 
society to purchase it. 

The recommendation of the Council to purchase the plate at a price not ex- 
ceeding £10 lOs. was agreed to. 

Donations to thb Musbum. The following were announced and thanks 
voted to the donors : — 
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From Mrs. Margaret Robson of the * Bed Lion ' Hotel, Haltwhistle : 
i. A toatiting cranks of iron, shewn in the annexed illustration. 




ii. Ah iron candlestiitk and rash holder combineil, 10 ins. high, with twisted 
stem on turned wood bane. The rash holder in this case is the princi- 
pal part, the candlestick acting as 
a lever to giye a firmer hold to the 
rash (see illustration). 
There is a very interesting i>apf>r on iron 

candlesticks and rushlight holders, with 

nnmerpos illastrations, in the Tranmctionn 

of Uie Oomberland and Westmorland Anti- 
quarian and Archaeological Society^ from 

which the following, bearing on the example 

from Haltwhistle, has been copied : — 
** In this type, the rush-nipper occupies 

the place of honour. This shape is in fact 

identical witli the rush holder given in fig. 

8, plate, but with a caudle socket on the 

end of the handle in place of a knob. The 

type is very common throughout the district 

[Cumberland, Westmorland, Ac], and in 

some parts bears the euphonious nickname 

of * Tom * or * Tommy ' candlesticks. In 

detail they vary, as one from Wetheral has 

a square wooden base and twisted stem and 

handle, while another from Shap ( fig. 9 ) 

has a circular stand ( not turned in the 

lathe ) [ like the present example ] . A 

rather singular variety is shown by one from 

Kirkby Stephen where Uie stem is bent to 

one side to balance the curve of the socket 

branch, giving the whole a symmetrical, pitchfork shape. A pretty example of 
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a • Tom * comes from the Millom diatrict. In this the socket ( which is mifor- 
tunately lost ), as well as the circular tray for catching the grease, were separate 
pieces. The stand is neatly turned in the lathe ( fig. 11 ). Another from 
Silecroft has an additional pin for an extra rush on the side of the socket ( fig. 
12)". ^ ^ 

From Mr. Henry Richardson : A third Ancient British urn (see pp. 153 and 4, 
and 202 for notes of the others ) 6 ins. high, 5^ ins. diameter at month 




8 ins. at base, diHCovered at Nt'w HirHt.^ It is similar in pattern and 
condition to the others discovered at the same place. 

From Mr. W. S. Corder :— Somn pieces of Samian and other earthenware and 
pieces of glass, discovered by himself on the site of the Roman Station 
at Wallsend (Segedunum). 

The special thanks of members were voted to Mr. Richardson for his gift of 
the urn and also to Mr. Southern, and to Mrs. Bobson for the cranks and 
* T*)mmy ' candlestick. 

Exhibited ; — 

By Mr. R. Oliver Heslop : — ^A photograph of a painting of 1480 of the * Last 
Judgment * in Wenhaston church, Suffolk. The picture was on a 
wooden arched partition, 17 ft. 3 ins. broad by 8 ft. 6 ins. high in 
centre, which divided chancel from nave. This was taken ont and 
placed in the churchyard when the rain washed off the whitewash which 
had covered the painting since 1649. The special feature is the great 
rood which occupies the centre of the picture.^ 

1 Vol. XII, p. 106, The dome'ntie Candlettiek of iron in Cumberland, We$tinorland and 
Fumeu, by H. Swainston Cowper, F.8.A. 

s The left hand urn in the above illustration is that presented on the 25th Jnly~(p.>90a) 
the ri^^t hand one the urn now presented. The illustration is from a photograph by Mr. 0. J. 
Spenoe. 

8 For a full desoription of the painting by Mr. G. E. Eeyser, F.S.A., see the Arehaeologici, i 
Tol. LTV, part L 
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By Mr. N. G. Clayton, ( per B. Blair, secretary ), the following objects 
discovered recently at Cilurnum : — ( i ) The sard intaglio of which 
there is a note at p. 204 ( the two illustrations of it, p. 205, have been 
lent by Mr. Clayton ) ; ( ii ) a bowl (restored) of figored Samian ware, 
4) ins. high by Si ins. dia. ; ( iii ) a small globular vessel, 3 ins. high 
by 1) ins. dia. at month, of red ware with round bottom, similar to 
Samian but with an incised pattern upon it ; (iv) portion of a potter's 
name on Samian ware ma////. 

By Mr. S. Holmes : — An amphora-shaped vessel, 15) ins. high, 2| ins. 
wide at mouth, 4} ins. at base, belly about 11 ins. dia., found amongst 
lumber in the roof of an old house at Pandon recently pulled do¥m. 
Bound the shoulder is. a zigzag pattern in * slip * enclosed by lines. 
The jar has probably been brought from some Mediterranean port. 

By Mr. John Bobinson : — A * divining rod ' and a * bone walking stick with 
black head from the old manor house at Jesmond \ 

By Mr. B. Oliver Heslop : — Five stones of natural formation, from a quarry 
at Fenwick, closely resembling the fabricated forms of stone imple- 
ments. 

By the Boman Wall Excavation Committee ( per Mr. Charlton) : — A number 
of bronze, iron, glass, and bone objects discovered in the course of the 
excavations at Greatchesters (Aesica). Amongst them are : 

Of bronze : — ( i ) the handles and rims and portions of the perforated 
bottoms of two strainers found one within the other ; ( ii ) an oval 
object, 2} ins. by If ins. in dia., with bosses at intervals, and the 
fragment of a perforated object, both probably horse trappings ; ( iii ) 
the bott4im of upatelUii S\ ins. dia., ornamented as usual with con- 
centric rings ; ( iv ) the bottom ( If ins. dia. ) and part of the sides of 
a small cup ; ( v ) a penannular bracelet of twisted wire, 3 ins. by 3) 
ins. across ; (vi) two circular brooches without pins, one, 1) ins. dia., 
with open centre, the other, 1| dia., with perforated star-like pattern 
in centre, both appear to have been enamelled ; ( vii ) five rings each 
about 2 ins. across. 

Of iron (i) a spear head 8 ins. long ; (ii ) a double hook ; (iii) a 
"thumb ring (?) about li ins dia» ; and (iv) an object 6ins. long, square in 
section^ thick in middle and tapering to ends. 

Of lead : — an object about 1 in. square with depression in centre. 

Of earthenware : — (i) a large blue fluted bead, | in. long, parallel with hole, 
and 1| in. dia. ; ( ii ) a small circular lamp, 1} ins. dia., with wick- 
hole slightly projecting ; ( iii ) the potter's name albini of ; ( iv ) 
fragments of figured and plain Samian and other ware, one vessel of 
black ware oroamented with double lines at intervals around it, 
enclosing diagonal lines, between these double Hues are triangles 
with points downwards enclosing small circular holes. 

Of glass : — a dark blue circular object, | in. dia., with slightly rounded 
top. 

Of bone : — (i) several boars* tusks ; (ii) a globular object about 1 in. in 
dia. 

Coins: — IM of Trajan, Hadrian and Faustina the younger. 

2M of Domitian (?) and M. Aurelius (rev. Mars walking to r.). 
3^ Carausius ( rev. * Pax. Aug.' ) ; and Crispus (rev. altar 
*Votisxx'). 

Mr. Hodgkin stated that from the numerous small objects exhibited, members 
would see that excavations are going forward at Aesica ( Greatchesters ) under 
the charge of the Northumberland Excavation Committee. A fine angle-turret 
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has been discovered at the south-west corner. The so-called * treasore chamber' 
in the centre of the camp, which possesses considerable resemblance to the 
arched chamber at Cilumum, has been examined but with little result, as it 
appears to have been already rifled. A trench has now been run along the 
south wall of the camp in which, as I learn from Mr. Charlton, the fragments 
of the two bronze vessels, like those found at Prestwick Carr, have just been 
discovered. Nine coins have been found, including one of Mark Antony, 
the triumvir in good condition. Except the coin of Antony these are exhibited 
The committee will be glad to receive further subscriptions, and the visits of 
any of the members to the excavations will be welcomed, but they will no doubt 
be careful not to perplex the excavators by suggesting other operations than 
those ordered by the committee. 

Mr. Blair (one of the secretaries) read the following notes by Mr. Haverfield : 

(i) . On an inscription at Wallsend : — 

" I have lately examined in the Black Gate museum one^ of the newest Wallsend 
inscriptions, a fragment or rather two fragments together 16 ins. wide, of which 
the reading seems worth putting on record. In the first line I see traces of 
an M, perhaps dm originally, perhaps i o m, for we cannot easily decide if the 
stone was sepulchral or dedicatory : the latter is more probable, for various 
reasons. The second line contains nel, part no doubt of Cornelius or a 
similar name, and there follows celer praef(ectvb ) coh. iin l [ingonvmJ . 
We have thus another testimony to the presence of this cohort at Wallsend." 

(ii) . A new theory of the Vallum Romanum and Murutt by Prof. Mommsen of 
Berlin : — 

" In the last number of the WestdeuUcheZeitschrift fUr GeschichteundKunst 
(xin, pp. 134-143) the great historian of Rome, Dr. Mommsen, has put forward 
a new theory of the vallum which may perhaps interest some members of our 
society. Dr. Mommsen starts his argument by establishing the technical 
significance of the Latin word limes : it denotes, he says, not a Euclidean line 
of length without breadth, but a road or path, or at any rate a strip of land 
possessing measurable breadth and consequently two sides. He then argues 
that in the time of the Roman Empire, the boundary lines of the Roman 
dominions were limiteSf that is they were boundary strips, not merely boundary 
lines. His final step is to apply this result to three known boundaries, the 
Pfahlgraben in Germany and the two British Walls. In Germany he finds the 
two sides of his boundary strip in the * gromatic ditch * on the outside and the 
Pfahlgraben itself on the inside. In Scotland he thinks the ditch in front of 
Antonine's Wall and the road which runs continuously behind it may represent 
the two sides. On our own Wall, he takes the Wall with its ditch for the 
northern or outer edge of the boundary, the vallum for the southern or inner 
edge, the two walls being in his opinion simultaneous and connected. He thus 
accepts the view, which I have maintained, that the vallum is a purely civil 
work but retains so much of Dr. Bruce*s theory as to hold that Wall and vallum 
were erected together* 

** The sentences of Dr. Mommsen's article which most concern us now may be 
Englished thus : — * In my opinion Wall and vallum are contemporary and con- 
nected : the Wall is tbe outer frontier, the vallum the inner frontier of the 
British Limes or boundary strip. This Limes is obviously wider than the 
limites of ordinary field-surveying : it incloses in itself a military road, but the 
idea at the base of both institutions is the same. And there was practical 
reason enough in a wild province like Britain to mark off and close the southern 
side of the boundary strip, even though the work which closed it were not strictly 

4 An illost ration of the stone appeared in this volume of the Proceedingi, facing p. 188. 
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militftry. It is yery probable that the space between Wall and vallum was 
administered separately from the rest of the province and placed under special 
military authority. It is possible, too, that no one mi^ht enter that space 
without the special leave of the commanding officers. The Limes of Britain 
can in some sense be called a fortress.' 

My own view of the matter, as some members of our society may know, is 
somewhat different. I believe the vallum to be a civil and not a military 
boundary ; and this I have always believed ever since I first became acquainted 
with the course of this strange earthwork. Its character and its position at 
many points, notably between Procolitia and Magna^ seem to me to make this 
conclusion indisputable. But I have been inclined to offer, as a ' working hy- 
pothesis,' a different explanation of this civil boundary from that offered by Dr. 
Mommsen. I have fancied that the vaUum may be a frontier line of earlier 
date than the Wall, laid down without special rejrard to military considerations, 
like the Pfahlgrahen, and, like that work, defended and enforced by forts close 
behind it, these forts being possibly those of the forts on and near the Wall 
which lie behind the vaUum^ such as Chesterholm^ or Caervoran or Castlesteads 
or Carlisle. When this civil frontier with its forts was found too weak, the Wall 
was built. This, however, can claim to be no more than a working hypothesis. 

** I do not wish now to discuss the new theory of Dr. Mommsen. Certain ob- 
jections to it are obvious. It is plain, for instance, that the limites which he 
proposes, shew a certain want, or at least absence, of uniformity : in each case 
the features constituting the sides of the boundary strip are different. It is 
obvious also that the legal definition of limes does not compel us to accept the 
particular sides selected by Dr. Mommsen. It would, for instance, be easy to 
argue that the two mounds of the vallum constituted the two sides of a frontier 
strip before even the Wall was built. But it will be better to await the results 
of further excavations. The results gained by digging, up to the date of writing 
have been, it must be confessed, somewhat unsatisfactory and inconclusive. 
The sections lately made in Brunstock Park, three miles east of Carlisle, shewed 
on the north side of the vallum a small ditcn, which somewhat resembled the 
*gromatic ditch*, apparently continuous for about three hundred yards, bat the 
sections dug at Lauercost and Greatchesters have not as yet shewn the same 
feature. The sections at Bleatarn revealed a quarry, which one of the excavat- 
ing party, Mr. Oalverley, took as evidence that the Wall and vallum were nearly 
of the same date, but more investigation is perhaps needed at this spot. Similar- 
ly, the sections dug last summer on Down Hill, near to Hunnum, shewed a road 
crossing the vallum, but it seems uncertain if this road was the Roman military 
road or something much later in date. A good deal more search seems needed 
before the mysterious mounds will give up their secret. One gain, however, we 
have made. We are daily learning what to seek, and the experience of this 
year may lead to definite results in 1895 or perhaps before the present season 
closes. It took two years of extensive excavation to find the * gromatic ditch ' 
in Germany : it may well take us as long to explain our vallum. 

A further objection to attributing Wall and vallum to one scheme may be 
found in the relation or rather want of relation between the vallum and the 
fortresses per lineam valli. There is, I believe, no known case where the earth- 
work approaches the south face of a fortress. What its actual behaviour in 
some instances will show. At Carrawburgh (Procolitia) it begins to disappear 
about a quarter of a mile east of the fortress and no trace is visible till some 
little distance westward. At Housesteads {Boreovicium) its natural direction 
would take it some short distance below the south face of the camp — I think 
about 180 yards — but its traces are so faint that it can hardly be said to exist. 
At Greatchesters (Aesica) there is no doubt it runs in the valley just over 300 

6 CheBterholm is too far south of both murus and vallum to defend either. It is on the 
' Stanegate which it more probably defended. This applies to other camps also. Ed. 
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yards to the Boath. At Caervoran {Magna) we have a different arrangement : 
the vallum makes a slight bend or curve out of its general course to the west 
and the fortress stands behind it at a distance of 200 yards, in a position which 
somewhat resembles the Saalburg, while the Wall passes about 20 yards north 
o{ the vallum. At Birdoswald {Amboglanria) the indications are obscure but 
no vallum is visible on the east, while on the west the traces are very faint at 
the point where the line of its course takes it over the precipitous river bank. 
The ground here has been disturbed by landslips : otherwise, I fancy, we should 
find the same features as at Garrawburgh. At Castlesteads, as at Caervoran, the 
vallum is to the north of the fortress ; at Chesterholm {Vindolana) the vallum 
and Wall lie so far north that the fortress is wholly out of sight and mind. 
These disappearances and variations, and particularly the occurrence of three 
fortresses south of the vallum, seem to me to suggest that the Wall and vallum 
do not belong to one date aud plan. And further, not only do some of the 
fortresses thus ignore the boundary strip : there is a tendency for their adjuncts 
to do the same. We do not know much yet of the small settlements which 
undoubtedly clustered round some of the fortresses : they yet await examination. 
But at Housesteads their traces seem to extend to the south of the vallum and 
the Mithraic cave is certainly to the south, while at Garrawburgh the well of 
Coventina is either actually in the way of the vallum or a little to the south of 
it." 

A translation by Mr. Deacon of extracts f^om an article in the * limesblatt 
on the German Limes, was taken as read. In this article the writer, Herr Kohl, 
gives us the following particulars : — 

*' The highly important discovery of the Roman JAmes ditch in front of the 
Rhenish boundary Wall led me to begin early in March last with diggings, in 
order to settle whether a similar boundary mark was present on the Rhaetian 
Limes, which varies completely, as is well known, in its construction, the one 
massive stone wall only, the other chiefly wall and ditch. 

I firpt directed my inspection to the Limes tract from the Wiirtemberg 
border to Grosslt llenfeld, at which I have worked for the last two years, and 
especially to such ibrest and heath localities, where, at a slight depth, a sub- 
stantially different soil from that on the surface might exist ; for there it was to 
be expected that the ditch could be clearly recognized. 

I began near Monchsroth, where grey- white * Keupersand * lies under the 
generally scanty cover of earth, while clayey, loamy, limey or marly soil mostly 
lies at but slight depth below the * Keupersand.' 

The diggings in the pasture ground to the left of the road from Mdnchsroth 
to Wittenbach, were the first to be carried out. They were extensive, and at 
the f>ame time the most successful. For here five trial cuttings were 
simultaneously made at right angles to the Limes, each 4 m. distant from the 
other, and 14 m. long, and in each of them, at a depth of 130-140 cm., two 
stakes (pales) were uniformly found. At first, after removing the scanty turf 
and earth, particularly near the Limes wall, were found fallen stones and slight 
remains of mortar derived from the Limes, mixed with the sandy earth ; after 
this was removed it was seen that a strip of very sandy earth ran along the 
Limes and lay in a ditch-like depression 140-150 cm. broad, cut into the sandy 
soil, narrowing downwards to 1 m. in breadth and filled up with earth mixed 
with the stone and mortar above-mentioned. Thus were given the first points 
of support for the idea of the former existence of a ditch and in order to fix its 
breadth, depth and construction in other respects, all five trial sections in a tract 
of 5 m. from the Limes wall, were simultaneously and gradually deepened. This 
being done exact observation was possible, and it was found that the earth which 

6 No. 10 (26th June, 1894) p. 801. In the same number there in a map of the country 
between the Rhine and the Danube on which is traced the course of the German Wall ; and 
also a photographic reproduction of the ditch, shewing the remains of the wooden stakes in the 
bottom. 

Note. 1 metre — 1*09 yd. 1 centimetre — -0109 yd. 
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lay directly under the stony filling of the catting described, was diflFerently 
constituted, looser, and therefore much more easily raised than the undisturbed 
ground close to it on both sides. In consequence the deeper digging was carefully 
continued and at a depth of 130-140 cm., at almost the same time in all five 
sections, we came upon quite rotten, black, almost carbonized remains of wood. 
Now the question was whether these wood remains were stuck vertically or 
horizontally in the soil. We soon found that we had found the decayed 
heads of stakes (pales), of which two in every one of the five sections were 
discovered and bared round about. As these ten stakes stood in a straight b'ne 
at equal distances from the limeSy the existence of a continuous paling (or row 
of stakes or pales) was to be assumed. To confirm this the five sections were 
joined and an uninterrupted row of forty-three stakes came to light in a tract 
of 21*5 m. On being bared on all sides, the result was that at a height of 15*40 
cm. they were still 15*25 thick ; they had a breadth (measured along the row) 
of 15*40 cm., and stood, according to their state of decay, 15-40 cm. distant 
from one another. The stakes were exclusively of fir- wood, cut off flat beneath 
and not pointed ; they were not driven in, but had clearly been placed upright 
near one another in a row ; above they were decayed into points. At both 
ends of the sections the profile of the former * pfahlgraben ' could be plainly 
made out. From the measurements it is to be gathered, that below the 
80-40 cm. thick sandy layer of earth covered with slight turf, the * pfahlgraben ' 
is cut into the sand with a breadth of 110 cm., 25 cm., while lower down the 
breadth is only 80 cm. At this point the sides of the ditch begin to be more 
perpendicular and continue so to the bottom, a distance of 130 cm. At 40 cm. 
from the bottom into which the sides are rounded the width is 60 cm. The 
depth from the surface to the bottom is 185 cm. The annexed illustration 
shows the section. 




The discovery is of the highest importance. The row of pales is undoubtedly 
the same as that which the folk-lore of the district from ancient times has called 
the * pfahlgraben ' or shortly the * pfahl ' (pale) and is in accordance with the 
well-known passage of Spartian, Hadr. 12, respecting the separation of 
barbarians in many countries, not by rivers, but by limites of great pales, deeply 
let in and bound together, in the manner of a fence. 
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It seems desirable to communicate here some results, which Major Steimle 
obtained later while digging in Wiirtemberg close to the boundary of Bavaria. 
The * palisades * were found there in excellent preservation because of the 
dampness of the earth. They had all a semi -circular section, from their 
having been originally trees split lengthways ; the flat side of the stake was 
turned to the euemy's land, the round side to the Roman. Measured on the 
flat side the stakes were about 40 cm. broad ; diameter 26 cm. The interspaced 
measured 16-20 cm. Also here the stakes were sawn off at the bottom, 
horizontally throughout." 

Thanks were voted for these communications. 



The secretary read the foUowiug note from the Newcastle Evening Chronicle 
of the 24th August of a curious discovery in Easiugton church as worthy of 
record : — 

'^The work of dismantling the roof and removing the sittings, <&c., at 
Easington parish church, which is to undergo extensive renovation, is being 
proceeded with. A singular discovery was made whilst the pulpit and seats 
near were being taken down. A vault, measuring nine feet each way, was 
opened, and in it were found a leaden coffin, standing on end, and several 
skulls. There was also a quantity of bones, fully indicating that they were 
those of bodies to which doubtless the skulls had belonged. Although no positive 
proof of the identity of the remains was disclosed, yet from the fact that on 
some of the stones the letters * 0. 0.' are rudely carved, the burial place is con- 
jectured to be that of the old family of Conyers, who formerly occupied Horden 
Hall, and are now extinct. When the lead coffin was opened a peifect skeleton 
was found to be enclosed. There has been a plate on the lid of the coffin, but 
it appears to have been removed. The most remarkable thing is the position of 
the coffin, which, as has been said, had been deposited in the tomb in an upright 
position. It is questioned by those learned in ancient church lore whether any 
other instance of such a method of entombment has been previously discovered. 
It would be interesting to have information on such a subject. The Rev. Canon 
Chester, rector, will be pleased to show anyone desirous of examining them, the 
old vault and its contents before being again closed up."^ 

Mr. Blair read a letter addressed to the castle attendant by Mr. Blythe Hurst 
relating to the dangerous condition of the little chapel at Friarside belonging to 
the Earl of Strathmore. The letter stated that the old chantry of St. John, 
Friarside^, Rowlands Gill, is in imminent danger, through the foundation of the 
south wall having given way. That wall is pierced by a segmental arch and a 
window with a flowing tracery head. Their condition is such that they cannot 
stand another winter. Some talk has been afloat that Lord Strathmore intends 
to have it repaired, but no doubt a little reminder would hasten matters 

The secretary was instructed to communicate with Lord Strathmore on the 
subject of the letter, with a view to the ancient building being saved from utter 
rain. 

Dr. Hodgkin ( one of the secretaries ) announced that a styca of the reign of 
Eanred (8OB-840) king of Northumbria, with the moneyer's name monne, had 
been found in the excavations at Bamburgh. It is believed that this is the first 
styca that has been found there, though we might have expected to find many 
of these Northumbrian coins. 

7 Mackenzie's Durham I, p. 889n., has " ' Sir Christopher Oonjrers, Baronet, buried 
October 12, 1^ ', Par. Beg. Sir Christopher is set upright on his feet in the vault, but for 
what reason is unsown." 

8 < Frereiohanside jnxta D«irwent'. In 1812 John de Eryum was chantry priest. Beg. 
PtU. Dun. I, p. 248. 
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Mr. Cadwallader J. Bates read his paper on ' The Roman Topography of the 
North of England 

Thanks were voted by acclamation to Mr. Bates for his paper on the motion 
of Dr. Hodgkin who said that the strong point of Mr. Bates was that he took 
nothing for granted. While many archaeologists took the easy method of copying 
from others who had copied before them, he abhorred * scissors and paste/ and 
would make no statement which he had not himself proved. Acting on this 
principle he has already made some brilliant discoveries. May tbe ascertain- 
ment of the Roman stations in the north of England be added to the number. 

The paper of Miss EOleston of Gainford, being the Churchwardens' Accounts 
of Winston, was taken as read. 

Thanks were voted to Miss Edleston for her transcript. 



MISCELLANEA. 

Extracts from Leland's Itinerary ^ relating to the County of Northumberland, 
(3rd Edition, Oxford, 1769) vol. vii, p. 60, continued from p. 68 of this vol. :— 

" New Casstle a Market Towne. 

fo. 75. Hexham a Market Towne. 

Morpet a Market Towne is xii. longe Miles from New Castle. 

Wansbeke a praty Ryver rynnithe thrwghe the Syde of the Towne. On the 
hethar Syde of the River is the principall Churche of the Towne. On the same 
Syde is the fayre Castle stondinge apon a Hill, longinge with the Towne to the 
Lord Dacres of Gilsland. The Towne is longe and metely well buyldyd with 
low Howsys, the Stretes pavyd. It is far fayrar Towne then Alenwike. A 
Qwartar of a Mile owt of the Towne on the hithere Syde of Wanspeke was 
Newe Minster Abbay of White Monks, plesaunt with Watar and very fayre 
Wood about it. 

Alenwike Market Towne. 
p. 63. Banborowgh now no Market Towne. 

Berwike a Merket Towne. 

Castles in Northimibarland. 

New Castle. 

Chipchace a praty Towne, and Castle hard on the Easte Parte of the Arme 
of North Tyne, the whiche devidethe Tyndale frome Northumbarland. For 
Tyndall thowghe it be as a Parte of Northumberland, yet it is as a Parte 
privilegyd within it selfe. 

Tynmouth Abbay sumtym usyd for a Castle. 

Dalawele Castle 4. Miles from Tyuemuthe, and within a Mile of the Shore. 

Otterburne Castle stondinge on Otter in Ridesdale, the wliiche joynethe hard 
upon North Tyndall. 

fo. 76. There be Ruines of a Castle longynge to the Lorde Borow at 
Mydforde on the Sowthe Syde of Wansbeke, iiii. Miles above Morpeth. It was 
beten downe by the ^ynge. For one Ser Gilbert Midleton robbyd a Cardinall 
cominge out of Scotland, and fled to his Castle of Midford. 

Morpeth Castle stondythe by Morpith Towne. It is set on a highe Hill, and 
about the Hill is moche Wood. The Towne and Castle belongeth to the Lord 
Dacors. It is well mayntayned. 
< Witherington Castle longinge to the Wytheringtons stondethe with in halfe a 
Myle of the Shore, somewhat as towchinge again^ Coket Isleand. By it runnithe 
a litle Broke on the North Syde, and there is a litle Village of the Same Name. 
The Broke renneth into the Sfe by it selfe. 

Werkworthe Castell stondythe on the South Syde of Coquet Watar. It is 
well maynteyned and is large. It longed to the Erie of Northomberland. It 
stondithe on a highe Hille, the whiche for the more Parte is includyd with the 
Ryver, and is about a Mile from the Se. Ther is a prety Towne, and at the 
Towne Ende is a Stone Bridge withe a Towre on it. Beyond the Bridge is 
Banborowshire. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUABIES 

OF NBWCA8TLE-WP0N-TYNE. 



Vol. VI. 1894. No. 28. 

The fourth country meeting of the season was held on Saturday the 25th day 
of Angust, 1894, at 

WITTON-LE-WEAR AND HAMSTEELEY. 

Members and friends assembled at the Witton railway station abont 12 noon, 
and proceeded thence direct to the church of 

WITTON, 

dedicated to St. Philip and St. James, where they were met by the Bey. J. F. 
Hodgson, the vicar, who after an inspection of the outside, proceeded to give an 
account of the building. This will be printed in the Archaeologia Aeliana^ 
Tol. xvii, with suitable illustrations. 

In the vicarage garden there are several medieval gravecovers with floriated 
crosses upon them, said to be from the site of an ancient cemetery which 
existed a little to the south' -west of the present railway station. 

The following notes from different printed sources relate to Witton-le-Wear: — 

On the 4th December, 1455, John Blackett, John Thomson, and John 
Alanson, • yconomi ' of the parochial chapel of Witton, personally 
appeared. They reported that the chapel itself was defective and ruinous 
in the roof, and in other things, that the churchyard of the same was 
not sufficiently fenced in, and at the instance of the said *yconomi', the 
judge ordered all the parishioners of the same chapel to be cited 
and to reply to the articles^. 

Bobert del Hall, Richard Fynlawe, Thomas Teesdale, William Natresse, 
and Robert Jakson were ordered to sufficiently repair the chapel of Witton 
before the feast of the Birth of Christ next following, under a pain of 20s. 
to be levied for the work of the church of Durham at the next feast of the 
Nativity of Blessed John the Baptist^. 

By his will of February 20th, 1474-5, Thomas Bure left to the gild of 
the Holy Trinity in Auckland • ij oves matrices ' or 2s. 8d. He wished 
Margaret his daughter to make in the church of ' Aukeland ' a Dirige and 
a mass of Requiem for his soul. Wills that his 3 sons have his lands and 
tenements in Auckland.^ 

Office of the lord against Richard Roper * for useing unlawfuU games at the 
Knacks on the Lord's day and for allureing others ' ; Humphrey Smithson 
and another for not * payeing theire assessments for the repaire of the 
Church ' ; William How and George How for neglect of church.* . 

1 DepoHtionsdt Eeeles. Proe. (21 8viT.Soc.)]p,ffJ. a IMd. p.27. 

8 Tett. Ebor, ill C45 Sur. Soo.) p. 214. « QranvilU Letters (47 Sur. Soc. ) p. 248. 
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At the chancellor's Tisitation of Janoary and Fehrnaiy, 1578, Robert 
Wilkinson^ curate of the chapel of * Witton super Weare * appeared person- 
ally. No licence. Ralph Grene, parish clerk, and Richard Blacket and 
Robert Sar, churchwardens, were also present*. At the like Tisitation of 
July, 1578, Robert Wilkinson, curate of Witton super Weare, did not 
appear at all*'. He was present at the visitation of January, 1578-9^. 

Amongst the * Parishe Churches and Chappells withowt Incumbents, 
senred by stipendiarie preestes *, that of * Witton uppon Weare [Patron 
Darcy a chappel to South Church] * and * Hampsterley [ a chappel to 
South Church ] * are named^. , 

By his will of October 9th, 1587, Henry Jackson of Smelthouse in the 
parish of * Witton-uppon-Weire,' directed his body to be buryed in the 
church of Witton, and he gave to Witton church 6<. 8d., and to Robert 
Wilkinson curate of the same 20t.^ 

* Ralph Greene^o of Nether Bichbume on the promocion of and for 
abusing Mrs. Dorothie Hutton widdow. 1628 Not. 13 Attachment. 1629 
Jan. 15 Bound with Michael Dobbison of Witton upon Weare, in 20Z each 
<& answeare articles. Jan. 29 Hath answered,' etc., etc.^ 
The communion plate of Witton-le-Wear church is described in these 
Proceeding$ (toI. iii) p. 444. The Witton-le-Wear communion cup and flagon 
were stolen in 1832, and at the Durham sessions of October in that year, the 
thief, Hugh Bonner of Auckland, was sentenced to be imprisoned for a year 
with hard labour.^* There is a bell in the turret without inscription. This 
bell, the Ladymass bell, is rung eTery Sunday morning at tweWe o^clock or 
immediately after the sermon, the people of the Tillage treating it as a warning 
for the cTening serTice. The bell is also rung at eight o'clock every Sunday 
morning. On the 26th of May, 7 Edward VI, there were at Witton * a challice 
of tyne, two bells hanging in the churche end '.^ 

Members then, under Mr. Hodgson's guidance, proceeded on foot to the castle, 
crossing by the bridge OTcr the Wear. This replaced an earlier structure destroy- 
ed by a flood ih 1771. On the 6th October, 1313, an indulgence of forty days was 
granted to those who contributed to the building of the bridge at * Wbytton in 
Weredale.'i* At the castle the Tisitors were most courteoudy receiTed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Chaytor, the present owners of the old stronghold of the Eures, and, 
on the iuTitation of the host and hostess, partook of lunch in the dining room. 
At the conclusion of it a hearty Tote of thanks was accorded to them by 
acclamation, on the motion of Mr. Moore. This was responded to by Mr. 
Chaytor in a Tery humorous speech. 

Mr. Chaytor, assisted by Mr. Hodgson, then Tery kindly guided the party 
OTer the castle. In the courtyard Mr. Hodgson gaTe a description of the 
structure. 

Witton castle stands Tery pleasantly on the southern side of the river Wear 
at the top of a slope immediately opposite to the Tillage of Witton. Of the original 
manor house, granted by Henry II to Henry de Pudsey, son of the bishop, if 
such ever existed, no trace now remains, the present structure baring been 
erected by Sir Ralph Eure, who obtained a licence from bishop Langley in 1410 
to crenellate it. Sir Ralph was a witness in the Scrope and Q-rosTeuor 
controversy 1*. After the Eures it came into the hands of the Darcys. During 
the Civil War the castle was held by Sir William Darcy for the king. It was 
taken from him by Sir Arthur Hesilrige. James Darcy of Navan in Ireland 

6 Eeel. Proc. of Bp. Barnes (22 Snr. Soc.) p. 60. 6 md. p. 75. 7 Ibid. p. 95. 8 ibid, p. 8. 
9 Northern WUU d: Inv. II ^88 Snr. Soc.) p. 292. * 1619, May 15. Mr Robert Wilkinsfm, 
curat de Witton, BxajedL.*— Parish Register. 

10 A Ralph Greene was curate in March, 1620-1. See Par. Beg. 

11 Court of High Commission, Durham (84 Sur. Soc.) p. 16. At pp. 76 and 77 of the same 

volume, there are the particulars of a curious case of incest, 
la Proe. V, p. 196. 18 Eeel. Proe. of Bp. Barnes, p. liii. 1* Beg, Pal. Dun. I, p. 442. 

12 Household Book of Lord WiUiam Howard (68 Sur. Soc), 189n. 
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is said to have dismantled the castle in 1689 and nsed some of the materials in 
the erection of a house at Sedburj, near Richmond, Torks. One of the last 
century owners was William Cathbert, who erected the galleries in Witton 
church. 

The buildings consist of an oblong keep, with greatest diameter from east to 
west, placed near the north-east comer of a courtyard, which is surrounded by 
battlemf^nted curtain walls, three of the angles being defended by turrets, 
two circular and cue, much larger, square. The fourth side is now 
formed by the keep and the modern buildings to tlie west of it. The only 
building at present in the courtyard is a clock-tower against the south wall, though 
Hutchinson's view of 1781 shews other buildings. These were removed with 
the remains of the chapel, which stood on the site of the present entrance. 
The east window of the chapel is now in the Chaytor aisle of Croft church. 

There are three entrances to the courtyard in the east, south, and west 
walls respectively. That in the east wall is ancient, while those on the west and 
south are modern. The keep has been so altered that nothing now remains in its 
original state but the walls, and the barrel vaulted basement lighted by narrow 
slits. In the south-east and south-west angles of it there are garderobes. In 
the north-west corner of the present drawing-room a newel staircase, with 
recesses and arrow slits at intervals, goes to the top of the building. There 
are figures on the parapets like those at Alnwick, Hilton, and elsewhere. At 
the angles there are turrets varying in height. 

Don^d McLean, M.P. for Oxford in 1839, purchased the estate from Sir 
William Chaytor for £100,000 which was never paid, the buyer becoming bank- 
rupt in 1847. 

The following are notes from different sources concerning Witton castle and 
its owners : — 

On the 17th December, 1334, Thomas de Lynton was admitted to priest's 
orders at Corbridgo by the bishop of Carlisle, *ad titulum quinque 
;narcarumde manerio Johannis Euere, apud Wotton.'^^ 
, On December 12, 1432, a dispensation was granted by the bishop of 
Durham, dated at Auckland, allowing Christopher, son of Robert Conyers 
of Sockburn, and Margery, daughter of Sir William Eure, knight, to marry, 
they being related in the third degree. Issued by Eugeuius IV, Juue 
10th, 1432. On February 2nd, 1432-3, the bishop gave leave, by word of 
mouth, to Mr. Thomas Hebden, dean of Auckland, to marry them in the 
Chapel of Witton castle.^' 

[The chapel in Witton castle has disappeared completely since the plate 
in the Gentleman's Magazine of May, 1826, was published, where the 
traceried east window of it is shown (see above), but the plate is of 1781.] 

On July 3, 1497, a dispensation was granted by 'Bichard Nykke, vicar- 
general of Richard, bishop of Durham, for Sir William Eure, knt, and 
Constance his wife, who have married, although twice related in the third 
degree. Issued by Julian the Cardinal, September 15tb, 6tb Alex. VI '.^^ 

Sir William Eure, who became Lord Eure, sold his castle and estate at 
Witton to Sir Richard Forster, hart., in 1622^. The daughter of the latter, 
Mary, married William Howard, who was bom in 1603, Lord William 
Howard's (• Belted Will ') grandson.^ From him descend the earls of 
Carlisle, his son Charles being the first earl. 

On May 1, John CraghiU is paid 3/- for * goiuge an errand to Witton for 
my Ladie '.21 

An order given in her Majestie's Bolder Affayres, April 12, 1598, to 
the Lord Scroope and the Lord Eurie. * That their Lordships shall sett 

16 Beg.Pal.Dun.UL,^.m. 
17 Testamentafboracefwia, III (46 Sur.Soc.), p. 827. 18 Ibid. p. 860. 

19 Household Book of Lord miliam Howard m Sor. Soc.), 158n. ao ibid, p. i89. 
21 Ihid.ip.Q8i. 
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downe their opinion for repeoplinge the wasted gronuds, and exceedioge 
decayes of Tyndale and Biddisdale nnder the L. Enrie, and Bewcastle 
and Gillslaude under the L. Scroope.'^a 
Amongst the records at Durham there are some curious documents relating 
to proceedings for a divorce in the sixteenth century, Mary Darcye being the 
appellant and the lord William Eure the respondent. The grounds for the divorce 
were that the appellant was about four years of age when she contracted 
matrimony in the church of Eynsham in the county of Oxford, about the feast of 
the Purification, with Lord Eure, who was then a minor of about ten years of 
age, and that lord William Eure had no authority to contract matrimony, etc. 
The court sat in York and after hearing witnesses the marriage was declared 
null and void and the parties divorced. * Mr. Christopher Ghaytor, notary public, 
Registrar of Durham, and Mr. Anthony Hooton of Durham,* met *in the Great 
Chamber of Wytton Hall, upon the Wear, alias Barmton Hall \ when Mr. 
Anthony Hutton was appointed proctor for lord Eure. The sentence was duly 
published. 

Speaking of the Eures, Leland^ says : — These men hath the Lordship of 
Malton in Partition. The Lord Clifford^ Yevers^ and one of the Coniers. But 
Yevers hath beside the hole Lordship of old Malton, Lord William Vesey and 
diverse of the Yeven wer buried at Malum. The old Inheritaunce of the 
Yevers is Wotton Castelle yn the Bishoprik. Yevers hath also a goodly [Lord- 
ship] by Mitford in Northumbreland caullid Verwik on the Hil. The Lord 
Vescy left a Doughter that was maried to Aiton^ and the doughter of Alton was 
maryed to the Lord Bromfeld : and his 3 Daughters to Clifford, Yeven, and 
Coniers of Sokbume 

The baptisms and burials of Eures, Darcys, and others, are recorded in the 
Witton registers. ^ 

In possession of Miss Williamson of Whickham, a relative of the Hoppers 
who formerly owned the castle of Witton, is an ancient oil painting, by a 
French artist, temp. Elizabeth, from Witton castle, representing tiie Eure family 
dancicg * The Brawl 

Some members remained behind, while others went on to Hamsterley. On 
the way the latter had a view of Witton ball ( now named Witton tower ) the 
residence of Mr. Hopkins, a picturesque ivy-clad building at the west end of the 
village. It was owned last century by Charles Joseph Douglas of whom nothing 
is known but whose parents were said to have been engaged in the service of 
the Pretender in 1745, and to have fled to the West Indies where he was bom. 
In the Witton registers there is the following record of the baptism of a sou 
Sholto :— 

' 1782 Apr. 1 Sholto Son of Charles Jos : & Henrietta Douglas of Witton hall baptized 
June 24th. 1781.' 

Early in this century the father of Sir Henry Taylor, the author of 
Philip van Artevelde, resided in Witton hall. Sir Henry /in his 
Reminiscences informs us he was born at Bishop Middleham in October, 1800, 
but there is no entry of his baptism in the registers of that place. He describes 
the house as ' dark and gloomy, an old square ivy covered border tower with 
walls so thick that light and sunshine had their own difficulties .... but the 
situation was picturesque *. The tower is 20 ft. by 18 ft. inside measure. 
Additional rooms have been added to the old building since Sir Henry Taylor's 
time. He lurther tells us that his favourite walk was over the bridge to the 
south side of the Wear, across the Lynn bum by a plank bridge, on the site 
probably of the present stone bridge, to an uninhabited castle, meaning by this 
Witton castle, where he ' paced backwards and forwards on the top of a sunk 
fence that imitated a moat Mr. Chaytor writes that * this green walk through 

82 Egerton Papers (12 Camden Soc.) p. 276, 7. 38 Itinerary, ed. 1768, vol. I, p. 68. 




1 



286 



shrubs and trees which went from the S.E. comer of the present garden walls 
has been done away with. The Hoppers lived in the castle till 1812 when Mr. 
Hopper fell down stairs and broke his neck. After him came a Mr. Wilkinson 
( nicknamed Bunker Wilkinson, as it was said he ran away from Bunker's Hill 
in the American war). ' Sir W. Chaytor, the father of the present owner, went 
to live at the castle in 1824. The tombstone of the Taylor family, in the 
churchyard to the north of the church, informs us that the Taylors were of 

* Swinhoe in Northd •. 

According to bishop Chandler's notes of a visitation, * suppos'd in 1736 ', there 
were in Hamsterley cur., Mr. Berkly, 186 families of which 30 Anabaptists 2 
Quakers & one papist, & in * Witton Le Ware ' 70 families of which 3 were 
Anabaptists, 1 Quaker & 1 papist. 

Thomas Jackson, S.T.P., who became vicar of Newcastle in 1623, was bom 
at Witton (see notice of him in Mackenzie's Northumberland ^ II. p. 278). His 
baptism is thus entered in the Witton register : — 

* 1578 Decebr. 21 Thomas Jackson Sonn of Henry Jackson bapt '. 

The baptisms of several brothers and sisters are also registered. 

HAMSTEBLBT. 

* Hamsterley hunger town stands on a hill ', as the Witton people of a former 
generation used to say,, to which the Hamsterley villagers retorted by a saying 
more forcible than polite. 

The church consists of chancel, nave with transepts, and south porch. The 
chancel is 25 ft. 6 ins. long by 17 ft. 2 ins. wide ; the nave 40 ft. 6 ins. long ; 
the north transept 17 ft. 7 J ins. by 17 ft. ; and the isouth transept 17 ft. 3 ins. by 
17 ft. With the exception of the north transept of 1280, the church is of about 
the time of bishop Pudsey. The chancel is lighted by three lancets in the east wall 
and by others in the south wall. There is a piscina with projecting bowl around 
which is the nail-head ornament, on the south side, and a tall trefoil-headed 
niche and an aumbry on the north side. There is a piscina in the south 
transept. The south door is round heade^l. The porch is a modem reconstruc- 
tion. One of the stones of the western jamb has on it an early sundial, and 
above the porch there is a sundial of 1803 bearing an inscription. Nearly all 
the windows are modem. Lying in the south transept is to be seen the fragment 
of a sixteenth century mural tablet with the inscriiition : * Mors abstvlit 
Vitam ut vita viventius fiat ; | Sed vitam vita que Mortem Cuspide armat.* 

Built into the walls of the church are many ornate medieval grave covers. 
One in the east wall of the chancel bears, in addition to the sword, a pair of 
blacksmiths' tongs and a hammer ; another on the west wall of the north 
transept has no cross upon it but simply a plough coulter and a haystack ( ? ), 
while on the south wall of the chancel there is a highly decorated example, the 
stem of the cross having leaves down both sides, and, in addition, a book and 
a chalice and star ornament. The flat head of a blocked up doorway on the east 
side of the south transept is formed out of a grave cover. There is a large blue 
slab built into the north wall of the chancel having the matrix of a brass 
of an open floriated cross resting on a lion. 

Under the west wall of the south transept are an early fourteenth century grave 
cover and the effigy of a female of the saaie date richly moulded lying in close 
Jnxta-position and therefore probably of husband and wife. They are thrust 
through the wall the heads outside, the bottoms of both which projected into the 
transept have been broken off in recent times. Very curiously the monuments 
have been placed through the wall and not the wall built over them, as the 
transept is nearly one hundred years earlier. The feet of the woman rested on 
a lion, the fragments of which were seen by the Rev. J. F. Hodgson during the 
restoration ; but what has now become of them is unknown. 
The following notes about Hamsterley are culled from different printed bookv : — 
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At the Chancellor's visitation of Jan. and Feb. 1678, Christopher 
Claxton, curate of Hamsterlej chapel attended personally. * No licence. 
He is prohibited to serve.' Christopher Hodgeson, parish clerk, and Robert 
Dowson, William Maddysou and Andrew Stoke were also present.** At the 
like visitation of July, 1578, the benefice was vacant.^ James Hobson was. 
curate at the time of the visitation of January, 1578-9.** 

* The Gyld of Hamstreley in the Paroohe of Saincte Androwes in 
Aukelande. Incumbent. Vale we, etc., none \^ is recorded. * Rowland 
Brown was the last Incumbent of Hamsterly Guild at the dissolution and 
had a pension of 21. 4s. per annum, which was paid him in 1553.'^ 
Hamsterley was formerly, like Witton, a chapelry in the large parish of 
St. Andrew Auckland. 
On the 23rd April, 1313, a commission was issued to enquire concerning the 

goods and debts due to the lights of St. Mary in the chapels of Hamsterley and 

Wyterton [Witton] , Reg, Pal. Dun, I, 313. 

The first three registers have been strongly rebound by Mr. Waters of 
Newcastle. The first volume is a small book, 10} ins. by 6 ins., of 33 leaves of 
parchment, rebound in the original embossed leather covers ; the second consists 
of 37 sheets of parchment and measures 13| ins. by 6^ ins., bound in parch- 
ment ; the third volume is also bound in parchment. The first entry in the 
oldest book is of * Robartus Sanderson . . . . , the second of Esabella Hodgshon 
vxor Johis Hodgshon ftiit sepulta . . die mensis Decembris ' [1591] . 
Down to the 20th October, 1598, the entries are in the same handwriting, then a 
gap occurs, the next entry being of 1602, when William Davenport was curate. 

In *■ September 1608 The 15 day thorns tunstall gentleman Buried '. 

* februarij 1617 12 daye were willm Crooke & Elizabeth Sayer maryed 
vpon a facultye fro' Doctor Colemoore '. 

In 1618 Ralph Green was curate. 

* September 1619 8 daye was willm folansby of white bowse Rent Buryed '. 
'October 1620 21 daye was Richard howe ye beadesmann Buryed 

In 1620 John Dunkan occurs as curate. 

* fifebruarye 1621 [-2] 5 John ffroggemorton And dorithie Barnes i^as 
marryed '. 

' December 1636 20 George Hey and Isubell Coniers w^ lice. nuptuB '. 
The last entry in this book is in March, 1639 [-40] . The first entry in the 
second volume is 

* flfebruary 1642 [-3] 19th John the son of Henrye Bell Baptizd'. 

* October 1650 13 Ralph the sou of Mr Georg Bell Baptized '. 

•eod. [October 1658, 12] Martha the* daughter of Mr Samuell Wilson 
Minester hir Birth '. 

* 26th Martha the daughter of Mr Samuell Wilson Minister Baptized '. 

* October 1665 5th Daniell the son of William Hardacre Minester of 
Hamsterley '. 

* 17th William the son of Thomas Billingham Esq. Bapti '. 

The entries of Blacketts are very numerous but in 1667, for tiie first time, the 
Buf&x * gent.' occurs. 

* July 2d day AUice the daughter of Chr Blackett gent. Bapt.' 
This is followed by : 

*ffebruarijl667[-8] 18th John the son of Mr William Blackett Baptized '. 
In 'ffebruarij 1668 [-9] l'8th Raiph the son of Edward panton Baptized 
wittnesses of ye said Child' was Raiph ye son of Thomas Hodgshon pish 
Clearke being vpon Necessity vndr 12 yeare of age willm Rose & Margrert 
Hodshon ye wife of Ra. Hodgshon '. 

24 Eceles. Proe. of Bishop Barnes 8\u, 8oe.) Tp, eo, ^ Ibid, 15. 

26 Ibid. 96. 27 Ibid. IxT. 28 Hutchinacm Durham m, 806. 
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« Maij 1669 4tti Ann the daughter of Christopher Blackett de Hoppeland 
Baptizd 

* Decemb. 14th 1675 GulieV filius GulieP Allen Curat hujus Cap Bapt 
apud Bpp Auckld vbi vixit et sepult eccles. StsB Andres vicesimo quarto 
mensis ejusd.* 

* Sept 1643 7th John Dunkan Curat Buried 

* ffebr. 1644 19 Robert Bateman Curat Buryed 

* Maij 1660 16 daij John Bob'son Aue his wife, Mathew Bobson John 
Bobson <& Margreett Robson being children of the said John Robson being 
five p'sons the house being Burned they weere Burijed the 17 daij of Maij 
all wh. was left of them in one Coffin *. 

* August 1661 IStih Giles flfoster Minester Buryed *. 

* July 1665 3rd Richard Hardley of Hamsterley was drowned in Harpott 
at or adjoyneing shoole a hearie Shoure fallein^ sudenly in that Quarter ye 
water being soe great was knowen in noe age and was Bur^'ed in Hamsterley 
Churchyard the 4th of July 

The communion plate is described in these Proceedings, vol. iii, p. 439. 
For note about the bells see vol. iv, p. 294. 

In the seventh year of Edward VI there were at Hamsterley ' a challice of 
sylver weying vij. ownces, two bells hanging in the churche.'* There is no 
mention of the pre-reformation paten now in the Durham chapter library.^ 

On the 20th February, 1770, John Farrer, clerk, curate of the Chapelry of 
Hamsterley, appointed John Harling, master of the Free Grammar School of 
Oxenholme in the parish of Orton and county of Westmorland, as assistant 
curate at Hamsterley, and paid him twenty-five pounds a ypar quarterly, and 
he further declared ' that the certificate is not given fraudulently to entitle John 
Harling to receive holy orders, but with a real intent'on to employ him.* 

Mr. Farrer wnR alpo cnratp of Witton ( 1765 ). He then went to Stanwix 




in Cumberland. He founded the school at Witton where, amongst many 
39 Eeel, Proe. of BUhop Barnes (22 Scr. Soc.) lUi. «> Arehaeologia Aeliana XVI, 252* 
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others, the fkther of the late Sir Henry »Taylor, the Rev. W. Greenwell and Dr. 
Embleton were educated. There is a maral tablet in the church to his 
memory, placed there by his old pupils. To one of the bishop of Durham's 
queries of the 16th May, 1801 , Mr. Farrer gave the following reply : — 

I know not of any Methodists or reputed Methodists in this chapelry. 
There are Three Families of Quakers, but no other sectaries except the 
Anabaptists, which are and have been for many years very numerous. They 
have a meetinghouse and their Minister is Charles Whitfidd, a literate Person 
of regular exemplary conduct and I believe duly licens'd. The members of the 
church of England attend divine Worship on Sundays very constantly and 
orderly.** 

Between the church and the village and to the east of the former are the town 
fields of Hamsterley many of them still in separate rigs, with balks between, 
belonging to different owners, remains of the village community system. The 
rigs are shown on the map at the vicarage. Midway between the church and 
the village by the side of the path the site of the ancient cross, now represented 
by a large unhewn stone, was pointed out by the vicar. 

In the village there is an endowed chapel belonging to the Baptists with a 
graveyard containing several tombstones. 

On the invitation of the vicar, members entered the new iron church in the 
village. Then their steps were retraced to Witton railway station from which 
they departed to their several destinations. 



MISCELLANEA. 

Extracts from Leland's Itinerary ^ relating to the County of Northumberland 
(3rd Edition, Oxford, 1769) vol. vii, p. 64, continued from p. 228 of this vol. : — 
Alnewik Castle. 

Howwike a litle Pile longinge to the .... a Mile from the Shore. 

Dunstaneborowgh a 2. Miles beyond Howwik harde on the Se Shore. It 
stondethe on a Hy Stone Rok. The Castle is more then lialfe a Mile in 
Compace, and there hath Bene great Building in it. Therby is a strong .... 
/ Betwixt Dunstanborow and Banborow is Embleton a Mile fro the Shore, 
^nd a Mile from Danstanboro. 

Bamborow, sometyme a huge and great Castie, one of the strongest in thos 
Partes. 

Agerston a Towre upon the South Side of Lindis Ryver. 

Chillingham Castle louginge to Sir Edward Grey, whos Wyfe was maried to 
Ser Robert Helddcrcar. 

Fpord Castle in Glyudale apon the East Syd of Tille. It is metly stronge, 
but in Decay. 

Etel Castle stondinge on playne Grownde, hard on the Este Syde of Tylle, 
longynge to" the Erie of Rutland. 

Eyton Castle longing to Ser Edward Grave 2. Miles lower on Tvle than £tel. 
It stondithe on the West Syd of Tylle. The Scotts at Floden FUd bet it sore. 

Werke Castle on the Southe Syd of Twede, a praty Towne there. 

Norham Castle on the same Syde. 

Berwike on the Northe Syd. 

Howsys of Relygion in Northumbarland. 

Bolton of Chanons in Cokedale, whiche they call comonly Giinedale. The 
Lord Rose was Foundar there. 

Holistane Nunre in Ridsdale betwyxt Aidan-bridge and Hexham. 

Hexham. 

Lamle a Nunrye on South etyne. 

Brinkborne Priorye on Coquet. Blake Chanons, by moste likelyhods of the 
Lisles Foundation, or the Feltons before the Lisles. 
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Tbe nsnal monthly meeiang of the society was held in the library of the 
Castle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 26th day of September, 1894, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, the Bev. Canon Baine, a vice-president of the society, 
being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Council for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following new member was proposed and declared daly elected : — 
The Leeds Library, Conunercial Street, Leeds (per F. A. Yates, librarian). 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Presents^ for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Mr. Hugh W. Young, F.S.A. Scot., the author : — •Borghead*, being three 
4to. punphlets in one volume, reprinted from the Proceedings of me ScottishSooiety 
of Antiquaries. ^ bound. 

From Mr. R. Duncombe Jewell, the editor — • The^RoyaUst vol. v, No. 6. 8vo. 

From Mr. Phillip Reid (Raid & Co., Ld.) : — The original copperplate of Buck's 
View of Durham subject to the same being accessible to him at any time. This 
renders complete the set of copperplates of castles, &c., in the counties of Durham and 
Northumberland, by the brothers Buck, belonging to the society. 

Exchanges — 

From the Surrey Archaeological Society : — • Transactions vol. xn, pt. i. 
From the Heidelberg Historical Society: — *Neue Heidelborger Jahrbttcher', vol. 
IV.pt.ii. 8vo. 

Purchases — 'The Illustrated Archaeologist', vol. n, No. 6; and 'The Antiquary' for 
SeptemUr) 1894. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was agreed to purchase copies of 
good editions of the * Notitia Imperii ', (Boecking or Seeck) and of the Antonine 
Itinerary ; and to subscribe for the new work, the first part of which is about to 
be published at Heidelberg, giving a full description of the German Limes, 

The Council's recommendation to exchange transactions with the Huguenot 
Society was agreed to. 

The secretary (B^r. Blair) reported that in terms of the resolution of the 
society (p. 227) he had written to the Earl of Strathmore with respect to the 
unsafe condition of Friarside chapel on his property on Derwentside, and that 
be had received a reply from Mr. Bolstone the agent, in which he said he was 
* aware of the state of the above chapel ' and would ' attend to it as soon as I 
can find time.' 
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Donations to the Museum. The following were annonnced and thanks 
voted to the donors : — 

From Mr. R. Newton (per Mr. John McDonald) : — Two shields of stone (?) 
one bearing the arms, quarterly or and verty on a fess 9dble three stars 
of six points, for Barnes of Darham ; the other, gules^ a chevron argent 
between three cinquefoils of the last, for Acton (?). They were taken 
out of an old hoase in Westmorland court, Newcastle. 

From Mrs. Barnes of Whitburn : — 

i. A two handled bronze mortar of Dntv-h make, 5 ins. high, 6 ins. dia. 
Around it lof oodt tan al anno 1651, an acanthus leaf pattern below, 
and next bottom a scroll pattern ; pestle. 

ii. Five Indian gods of bronze, the largest being 10 ins. high, the smallest 
6 ins. high. 

iii. Carved horn. 

iv. A short sword with carved handle and scabbard. 
V. A tinder box and candlestick combined, of tin. 

Exhibited ; — 

By the Be v. C. E. Adamson : — Two small carved panels of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, apparently of Flemish workmanship, representing two scriptures 
scenes. The first (2 Kings xix, 37) exhibits Sennacheiil), king of 
Assyria, kneeling on a cushion before Nisroch his god, and pierced 
through with a sword, while his sons, Adrammelech and Shareger, have 
just turned to escape into the land of Armenia. The second (Bel and 
the Dragon 15) shows us the scenes which took place, night by night, 
when the priests with their wives and children came into the temple 
of Bel by private doors, and did eat and drink up all that had been 
placed upon the table by the worshippers of Bel. Under the table 
they had made a private entrance whereby they entered in continually 
and consumed those things. The figures stand out in bold relief and 
are painted. The wood is oak and bears all the appearance of con- 
siderable age, thus agreeing with the style of the carvings. Mr. 
Adamson knows nothing of their history beyond the fEict that they 
came from the house of a lady Uving at Westoe. 

By the Roman Wall Excavation Committee (per Mr. Hodgkin) : — The fine 
collection of objects in gold, silver, bronze, etc., discovered early in 
September in the west guard -chamber of the south gateway (?) of A esica, 
(Greatchesters). They consist of the following : — 
i. A mass of ornaments oxidized togethi r, consisting of (a) a bird-shaped 
fibula of copper plated with gold, with a late Celtic design chased upon 
it ; {!)) a gold ring with a transparent stone — an agate ; (c) slipped 
through the pin of the fibula^ a silver double linked chain, ornamented 
with three oblong rectangular blocks, and an oval pendant in which a 
carnelian is set (see opposite page). 

ii. A large harp-shaped fibula of bronze plated with silver, 1\ ins. long ; 
on the bow a floral ornament in high relief (see next page). 

iii. A silver band bracelet, 2^ ins. diameter, band J in. wide, with a square 
hinged clasp in wihich a carnelian is set. 

iv. A small gold ring of which the stone is missing. 

V. A massive base silver thumb ring having an ornamental bezil set with 
a green Jasper bearing on it the Gnostic device of the Abraxas God.* 
(see p. 244). 

* The late Bev. C. W. King, Handbook of Engraved Qenu, p. 71, Rays that Gnosticism was 
the pretension to the true baowledge of divine things, as enveloped in the outward forms of 

Pagtmism as well as of Christianity. The Gnostics boldly maintained that they were the 

true Christians. To express in a visible form their own doctrines, they availed themselves of 
the emblems and iconofogy of two reli^dons principally, Egyptian and Mithraic. In plate xn. 
No. 2, a repres^tation of the Abraxas god, the same in every respect as that from Aetiea 
exoe^k the position of the whip. 




front. side. 



SILVER-PLATED HABP-8HAPED BROOCH FBOH OHKATOHEBTBRS, 806 p. Ml, No. ii. 

( one half linear ). 
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vi. A fine bronze stataette of Mercury, 5 ins. long, wanting a portion of 
one leg. 

Tii. A quantity of scale armoar formed of oblong bronze scales with a 
slightly rounded surface, pointed at the bottom. Each scale measures 
■j^Y of an inch long by ^ of an inch wide, and is pierced with six holes 
in two rows of three. They are bound together by small ties of wire 
through the outer holes, leaying the central holes for sewing to the 
tunic. The bronze is too thin to have much defensiye yalue. 

Tiii. A mass of bronze studs of various sizes and shapes, 
ix. A bronze patella, 7 ins. dia. handle 7 ins. long. It is in three 
pieces. 

X. A piece of hollow bronze, about 2 ins., of a slender bell-shape. 

xi. An iron axe 7 ins. long, with a portion of the wooden handle remain- 
ing. 

xii. An iron X shaped object with the extremities of two of the arms 
curved in the form of an 8. 

xiii. An iron knife 8 ins. long, and 2^ ins. wide at the base. 

xiv. An iron spear head 7 ins. long. 

XY. A small arrow head of iron 1 in. long ; not barbed ; triangular in 
section, with fluted sides. 

xvi. Two fragments of inscriptions, one stone 12 ini^. long by 7 ins wide, 
with letters 4 ins. long reading apparently XLvni *, the other (8 ins. by 
7 ins.) p I lAE ; and a walling stone, 8 ins. long by 4 ins. wide, having 
on its face a cup-shaped depression with two coucentrio rings round it. 

xvii. On a fragment of Samian ware the potter's mark of oplio (?), and on 
a second fragment the letters /ni scratched. 

Coins : — Denarii : (i) Septimius Severus : obv. sevebvs piys ayo \ rev. p . u . 
TB . p . XIII cos III p . p. Mars standing, spear in left hand, (i) Elagabalus : 
obv. IMP. CAES. M. AVB. ANTONiNvs Avo., rcv. MAES viCTOB. Mars marching to 
right with spear. 1st Brass : two of Trajan and one of Antoninus Pivs (obv. 

ANTONINVS AVG PIVS PP TB P XVIH ; rCV. LIBEBALITAS . COS . lUl). 2nd 

Brass : Hadrian and Magnehtius (rev. globia bomanobvm. In exergue 
TB p). 3rd Brass : one of Victorinus and two of Constaus. 

Dr. Hodgkin then read his report on the objects discovered as follows : — 
*'In exhibiting to the Newcastle Society of Antiqaaries the relics of antiquity 
recently . discovered at Greatchesters by the Northumberland Excavation 
Committee, I intend to confine my remarks almost exclusively to these objects 
themselves, leaving the general results of the excavations, especially with 
reference to the plan of the camp, to be dealt with in the general report of the 
committee, which will probably be issued in conjunction with our Oxford 
coadjutors. It will be enough to say here that the camp at which these discoveries 
have been made is at the farm called Greatchesters a little to the west of the 
Haltwhistle bum and about three miles north of Haltwhistle. This camp, as we 
learn from the Notitia, was called by the Romans Aesica and was garrisoned by 
the first cohort of the Asturiaus The operations of 1894 have been confined to the 
south and centre of the camp. In the earlier weeks of our exploration no object 
of special interest were discovered. When the season was already drawing 
toward a close, the committee decided to attack the remarkable mound on the 
south of the camp ( overhanging the trough for watering the cattle ) in order to 
see if any light would thus be thrown on the difficult question of tne situation 
of the southern gateway, if any such ever existed. It cannot be said that this 
question is yet cleared up. It looks as though the gateway had at one time 
been robbed of its larger stones, but we have discovered without doubt the 
guard-chamber which flanked the gateway on its western side and which is of 
the usual shape and dimensions. In this guard-chamber, near the centre of 
the room and about three feet below the apparent level of the flooor, were 
discovered various objects of some value. For a full description of the objects 
see above. 
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A few remarks may be made on some of the objects in this most interestiiig 
find. (1) As to the gold-plated ,^2>u2a : it will be observed that the ornament 
is stated, on the authority of some competent judges to whom it has been shewu, 
to be of Celtic pattern. Are we wrong in supposing that we have here the 
work of some native goldsmith, sold to a Roman officer, just as we should 
find in any English cantonment in Indis, silver and ivory ornaments wrought 
by native artificers ? 

(2) The A braxas ring, as it is called, shews a figure with the head of a cock and 
with two serpents for legs, holding in one hand a scourge and in the other a 



shield. This type of figure is often found associated with the name of abraxas 
who, as we know fr«)m the invi'ctives of the Fathers, was one of the emanations 
of the Deity invented by Gnostic speculators in order to bridge over the gulf 
between the Creator and the world of matter. The word abraxas in Greek, where 
every letter represents a numb r, stands for 366 ; it is supposed to have some con- 
nection with the 365 days of the year. There seems to have been some relation 
between the worship of Abraxas and that of Mithras the 8uu-god,of which we 
have so many traces on the sites occupied by the Roman soldiers quartered in 
Northumberland.* The head of the cock in the figure is probably chosen because 
that bird is the first to salute the rising sun. The scourge of discipline is 
placed in one hand of the god, while in the other is the shield with which he 
protects his worshippers. The strange serpent legs seem still to need an 
explanation. There can be little doubt that the Roman officer or Roman 
officer's wife who possessed this ring wore it as a charm against evil spirits. 
There seems also ta have ceen a kind of freemasonry among the adherents of 
Gnosticism. Probably letters sent to a brother in the faith would be sealed 
with this mysterious emblem. The smaller illustration above gives the exact 
size oi the original, the larger is three times the size. 

(3) Perhaps the most interesting portion of our find is the small and beautifully 
worked plates of brass, which must have once formed part of a tight-fitting and 
exceedingly flexible coat of mail (see next page). In Claudian's poem on the sixth 
consulship Honorius we have a description of the legions entering Rome, and of 
a young Roman girPs surprise when she sees * the horsemen clad in iron and their 
steeds disguised in brass * From what nation *, asks she, * have come those 
armed men ? What land breeds horses of metal ? For Vulcan has made his 
iron to neigh and has given life to the images of war \ This passage shows 
that the horse as well as his rider was sometimes clothed in a metal panoply. 
Have we possibly here the scanty remnants of such an investiture ? See illus- 
trations on next page, the first two being the size of the originals, the third 
and fourth about three times the size. 
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This is a small sample of the interesting qnestions suggested by a find like 
the present. It cannot be too often repeated that the navvy's spade, rather 
than the scholar's pen, is the implement with which most be written the history 
of the four centuries of the Roman occupation of Britain." 




Mr. Hodgkin expressed the indebtedness of the committee to Mr. Woodman, 
the tenant of the farm for his kindness and courtesy ; to their Oxford friends ; 
and to Mr. 0. J. Spence and Mr. R. Blair, who had helped in describing the 
articles. They were also greatly indebted to Mr. Gibson, the custodian of the 
castle, who occupied his holiday chiefly in superintending the excavations. 

The thanks of members were voted to Mr. HodgKiu by acclamation on the 
motion of Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr. Heslop, and supported by the Chairman 
who said that he did not know whether he could agree with his old friend Mr. 
Greenwell or not in assigning the gold fibula to the Celtic period. He hoped 
that before long they would have the opinion of an expert on this beautifid 
object. It was an interesting fact that objects of this kind should be found in a 
Boman station on the Wall in Northumberland where such things had never 
been found previously. 

Thanks were, on the motion of Mr. Hodgkin, also voted to Mr. Coulson, on 
whose land the find has been made, for allowing the committee to make the 
excavations, and also for his kindness in permitting the objects to remain 
temporarily on exhibition. 

Note. The illustrations on pp. 240, 242 and 244 are from photographs by Mr. G. J. Spenoe, 
who has also presented the blocks. The above illustrations are from drawings by Mr. Spence. 
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Dr. Hodgkin next read the following notes by Mr. F. J. Hayerfield on a Tisit 
to the German Limtt made this year : — 

" Last summer I paid a very pleasant and profitable visit to the German 
Limes ^ and ventured to send yon some notes of my impressions : I have again 
visited the Lime» this summer and I again venture to send you some notes. 
As before, my experiences have been wholly delightful. General von Sarwey, 
with his unfailing kindness, took charge of myself and my two English com- 
panions and spared neither time nor trouble in our behalf, while we received 
every help from the * Streckenkommissar,' whom it wap our good fortune to 
meet. We spent most of our time in Bavaria and Wiirttemberg, but I shall 
perhaps probably do best to combine what I saw with what I heard, and thus 
sketch more fully the operations of the ReichfflimeskommUsion. 

1. The general progress of the work is unmistakeable and inspiring. In- 
scriptions, it is true« are scarce, and epigraphists look on gloomily, but every- 
where else success is visibly present. The forts are being uncovered and 
planned : the course of the Limes itself is being fixed. Of the forts I need say 
little, for the plans and detailed descriptions will shortly be before the world : 
of the Limes there is much to say which will be new to English readers. Thus, 
the m.vstery of the corner at Lorch is now fairly solved. There is in reaUty only 
one line at this point, and not two, as nsed to be thought. A long straight 
stretch of * Pfalilgraben ' runs across Wiirttemberg, pointing northwards ♦ right 
for the polar star * past Oehringen, and southwards almost as directly towards 
Hoheustaufeu, and a few miles south of Welzheim this long stretch ends : the 
• Pfahlgraben * turns eastwards and somewhere in the forests above Lorch and 
Gmtind the earthwork ends its long Ci)urse and the * Teufelsmauer,' the stone 
wall, takes its place. General von Sarwey conducted me to the exact spot 
where Major Steimle, the ' Strockenkommissar,* thinks he has found the 
Junction of the two works and the boundary of Germania and Baetia. It is an odd 




place, half way up the side of a ravine ; no one, I am sure, would have noticad 
it, had not the earthwork seemed to stop and the wall to commence in this 
strange spot. However, the general line of the Limes is here significant. Just 
south of it lies the Bemsthal, with the forts at Lorch, and near Gmtind and the 
valley is one of the historic passes in Europe. On this highway from east to 
west prehistoric trade and Boman soldiers passed : here Marlborough and 
Eugene marched ; row there is an important modern railway. East of this 
place we are in the Boman province of Baetia : we have the Baetic Lime^ and 
the ' Teufelsmauer ' to shew us that Boman provincial administration was not 
wholly uniform even in adjacent provinces. This * Teufelsmauer ' itself is a real 
wall, built of hewn stone in courses, and though the courses are irre^ar and 
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the stone is not squared, it is none the less a wall and not a heap of stones. Its 
thickness is about four or five feet : sometimes it stands nearly as many feet 
high and it appears to have been buttressed on the inside. At one point I 
found the buttresses to measure sixteen inches in depth by twenty-six in width, 
and to stand about thirty feet apart ; at another point the interval averaged 
fifty feet. They occur equally on level and on sloping ground and seem 
to be simple buttresses. At intervals we meet turrets nearly but never quite 
square, and measuring inside some twelve or thirteen by fourteen or fifteen feet. 
These turrets join the wall, as do ours, but they appear to have been built 
before it, for the masonry of the north wall of the turrets is distinct irom that 
of the wall. I append a plan of one turret near Burgsalach, (see p. 246) more 
elaborate than the rest, which possesses a double wall in the rear. I was not 
able to satisfy myself as to the use of this extra wall, nor even as to the relative 
dates of turret and the apparent annexe. The masonry of the turret is largely 
of the herring-bone order and as it shews no trace of doorways, would doubtless 
be entered by a ladder. Behind this frontier of wall and turrets was a line of 
forts, reached one only a few yards from the wall, the rest some miles distant. 
We need not hesitate to say that recent excavations have largely altered our 
ideas of the Limes. 

2. Of special discoveries the most notable, I think, is that of the so-called 
palisades.^ Mr. William Kohl, of Weissenburg-am-Sand, was searching last 
March in front of the Wall, for the * gromatic ditch,* and he found instead, in 
the vicinity of Wilburgstetten, the evidence of trenches six feet deep, with huge 
blocks of wood at the bottom. He followed up his discovery with much skill 
and speedily laid open several lengths of such trenches. In each is a row of 
blocks made of split fir trunks, some of them two feet in diameter, all sawn off 
horizontally below, all about two feet high and ending upwards in a decayed 
edge. These fir blocks were found only in damp soil and only below the local 
water-level : it seems as if everything above the level of wet had perished, as 
wood does in dry ground. From what I have seen, I think Mr. Kohl is right 
in connecting these remains with palisades and in citing the familiar passage 
of Spartian, according to which Hadrian marked the frontiers of the empire 
with huge pales where there were no rivers. If this be correct, Mr. Kohl's 
palisades are Hadrian's work and the Wall is a later and more substantial 
frontier mark, erected perhaps by Pins or Marcus Aurelius when the wooden 
walls had failed. It is fair to add that so far the palisade and the * gromatic 
ditch ' have not been shewn to co-exist and that some archaeologists regard the 
fir blocks as a mere variety of the ditch. 

3. Meanwhile the * gromatic.ditch,' which Mr. Jacobi found last summer, is 
extending its borders. , It has been detected outside both ' Pfahlgraben * and 
* TeufelRmaucr ' in countless places and in a puzzling variety of forms. Mr. Kohl 
himself has found a curious piece near Weissenburg. The ditch runs, as 
usual, in a waveringly straight line in front of the WrII, when a branch suddenly 



'■- and turrets known as the * Miimling 

Line ' which runs roughly from the 
Main to the Neckar, a little distance behind the * Pfahlgraben * and its forts. 
In front of this line, without any earthwork or ditch near, Dr. Schumacher has 



SSSI^ W^LL wedged stones about a foot below 



diverges inwards and continues par- 
allel to the original ditch. Each 
ditch is plain, being made of tightly 





the present surface. But the 
* gromatic ditch ' does stranger things 
than this : it occurs far away from 
the Limes. There is a row of forts 



1 Seep. 
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fonnd the * gromatic ditch.* Perhaps the Miimling line is an earlier frontier : 
inscriptioDs at least do not oppose this view, but then we need the other side of 
our Limes. The ditch itself cannot be a complete Limes ^ if Mommsen is right in 
saying that the imperial Limes was a bonnda]7-Btrip, not a boundary-line. Mean- 
while its connection with engineering and smr^ying becomes closer. In the Taunns 
Mr. Jacobi has found his ditch in wholly new places. Inside the Saalburg camp, 
below the four main roads, he has unearthed a * gromatic ditch ' which apparent- 
ly formed the original survey for the decumanus and cardOt while outside the 
camp at thcr Feldberg, he has hit upon a * gromatic square,' from which the 
whole fort may possibly have been measured. He has also proved that the odd 
circular mounds often noticed along the Limes (e.g, in the Taunus) are neither 
signal mounds nor sentry boxes but carefully built surveyor's marks. Obyiously 
the * gromatic ditch * has a great friture before it. 

4. Finally I may allude to an equally important but less sensational bit of 
progress ; I mean the increase in chronological data. These data are as yet 
relative only and shew simply that one work is older than some other, but they 
are none the less useful. I have mentioned the case of the Miimling line : there 
are other instances. At the Saalburg and at Zugmantel it has been shewn that 
smaller earlier forts once occupied the sites of the existing forts. At Hofheim, 
skilfully excavated by Dr. Wolflf, we have a fort which was certainly in existence 
in Domitian's reign and was probably abandoned under Pius. At Hochst, near 
Frankfort, we have perhaps traces of an even earlier fort, and other such indi- 
cations are forthcoming. Meanwhile Professor Hettuer, the distinguished 
curator of the Trier museum and the archaeological director of the Limes- 
kommission has attacked the pottery found in the various forts and hopes in due 
course to date its varieties. The attempt is a brilliant one, and, if it succeeds 
its success will be of wide reaching influence ; for the present, one can only 
allude to it. I think, however, I have said enough to shew that the work of the 
Commission is proceeding with admirable success, and promises valuable 
results.*' 

Thanks of members were, on the motion of the chairman, voted to Mr. 
Haverfield for his communication. 



MISCELLANEA. 

Extracts from Leland's Itinerary ^ relating to the County of Northumberland 
(3rd Edition, Oxford, 1769) vol. vii, p. 64, continued from p. 238 of this vol. : — 

" Holy Eyland Monks. 

Bambrughe a Cell to S. Oswald. 

New Minster. 

Farne. 

Coquet a Cell to Tynemouthe. 
Tinemouth. 

Blancheland, Whit Chanons, in Northumbarlandshire. For it stondithe in 
the farthar Syde of Darwent. From Darwent Mouthe to "Wyre Mouthe the low 
Contry betwixt is cawlyd Wyralshire. Parte, or moste Parte of Chester, is in 
Wyrale. Where as the Hospital is now of Saynt Edmond at Geteshed in Wyrale 
was some tyme a Monastary, as I have hard, and be lykelyhod the same that 
Bede spekythe of. 

Castles. 

Hultun a faire Castle in the midste of Northombarland, as in the Bredthe of 
it. It ia a iiii. or v. Miles Northe from Fenwike Pile, and this is the oldist 
Howse of the Swynburncs. 

Wallington Castle 2. Miles Est from Hulton. It is the cheifist Howse of the 
Fenwiks. Ser John Fenwike is now Lorde of it. 

Darwent." 
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The fifth and last country meeting of the season was held on Saturday 
afternoon, the 29th day of September, 1894, at 

MORPETH AND MITFORD. ' 
About thirty members and friends proceeded to Morpeth in a saloon carriage 
attached to the train leaving Newcastle at 1-30 p.m. They assembled at 
2-15 p.m. at Morpeth railway station, and thence proceeded direct to the Eirk 
hill, on which stands the ancient church of 

ST. MABY, 



where they were met by the Rev. H. J. Bulkeley, the rector, who, in the course of 
some remarks from the reading desk, said that there was no documentary evidence 




of the age of the church, but that it might generally be described as a fourteenth 
century church with some more ancient and more modem features. The font may 
have been in the old church that stood qn this site, and froip which the present 
church had grown. The lower part of the tower is old, the stone groined roof being 
an uncommon feature. On some corbels, now unused, at the juncture of the tower 
with the side walls of the nave, the old low roof may have rested. Both the aisles 
are more recent, lean-to, additions. The arches between the nave and aisles, 
especially on the north side, have been made by rule of eye, and are of very 
different sizes. This was a difficulty to the carpenter who put on the later roof, 
and he has had to insert his corbels right into the sides of some of the arches. 
The capitals of the half columns at the east and west ends on the south side are 
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carved with an oarly oak-leaf pattern. Some of the piUars on the north side are 
painted, apparently in imitation of marble. Perhaps this is not very old. The 
hagioscope may have been made to let * the lord's people * see the altar, for lord 
Carlisle's stall used to be in the north aisle and also the stall of the town 
bailiffs, and the painting on the pillars may have been early Georgian, merely 
the decoration of the bailifTs stall. The canopied recess in the wall of the 
south aisle was probably made for a tomb, but not the founder's tomb, as it is 
a manifest addition to the aisle, itself an addition to tlie original church. The 
window nearest the porch in the south aisle is a late insertion, probably Tudor, 
tne old stone window having very likely been brought from dismantled 
Newminster. In the recess, once a cupboard with a door, to the right of the * low- 
side ' window in the chancel, a bell may have been kept, which was rung out of 
the window at the elevation of the host. The pretty ball-flower ornament at 
the base of the window has been worn away on ttie west, not on the east end, 
as if by someone ringing the bell taken out of this cupboard, not by the 
celebrant coming from the altar to administer the sacrament to lepers or others 
standing outside. There was probably no village to the south, as at Mitford, but 
the sound of the bell would have reached the guests in the hospitium, which, the 
Newminster Chartulary informs us, existed at Catchbum. The people in the 
town would hear the bell in the tower, which came to be rung as time went on 
and the town extended beyond the river, witness the window slit, deeply splayed 
on the inside, above the tower arch. 

While drawing attention to the carved oak chancel screen designed by Mr. Hicks, 
the rector told the melancholy story of the destruction of the fourteenth century 
wooden screen that stood there until some forty years ago, how in the remains 
of the rood loft above, called the * Latin pew,* the grammar school boys used 
to sit with their backs to the altar, and how, in carrying out the hasty removal 
of this pew, the workmen, in the absence of the late rector, tore down the old 
screen, the remains of which were used as firewood.* The great vexata qtuEstio 
of Morpeth church was pointed out, the round hole, just under the lower string 
course, between the vestry and the north aisle, then, probably, churchyard, and 
some of the theories to account for its existence were mentioned ; that it was 
used for passing food out to those suffering from infectious disease or for passing 
food in to a hermit, that it was used as a confessional, (the priest within being 
in a very uncomfortable position), that the priests here greased their sandals, etc. 
The beautiful old glass at the tep of the east window of the south aisle was 
pointed out, with the effigies of S. Blasius and S. Dionysius, and the restored 
east window of the chancel, representing the rare subject of the * Tree of Jesse.' 
The gargoyles on either side of this window are said to represent Edward III 
and his queen Philippa. This should nearly fix the date of the window. It 
has been asserted that a cerecloth covers the mouth of the queen and therefore 
it was inserted after her death, but the supposed cerecloth as a matter of fact 
does not cover her mouth and is only a wimple. Still it is highly probable 
that the window was erected before the death of Edward in 1377, and after the 
important battle of Neville's Cross on October 17th, 1346, where the spirited 
conduct of the queen must have endeared her to the north, especially to the 
inhabitante of a town so near to the Border. 

Attention was also drawn to the canopied sedilia with the ball-flower ornament 
and the somewhat grotesque stone figures, especially the imp with his bag 
looking round the comer; to the priest's room above the vestry; to the 
aumbry with old iron work on a new door, the fine iron work on the priest's 
door and the inner vestry door, the small effigy of a child in the porch on a 
slab twenty-six inches long by twelve inches wide at one end, and ten inches 
at the other (see illustration, p. 251), and to some other details. 

The Rev. J. Walker, vicar of Whalton, gave some interesting particulars in 
supplementing the rector's address. He said he did not think tiiere was any 
Transitional work in the church. Its position was determined by the castle and 

* It is said that the old screen was taken down purposely and destroyed * without a faonl^ 
and without the assent of the parishioners 
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the population to the south of it, Tranwell and Shilyington. He remarked that 
one or two things deserred mention, e.g,<, the niche in the porch for the image 
of the patrMi saint ; the qoaint fireplace behind the door in the south aisle ; and 
the nnmber of thirteenth century graye-slabs used in the fourteenth century 
church. 

Thanks were Toted to Mr. Bnlkeley and Mr. Walker. 




KFnoT OF A CHILD, MOBPKTH OHXTBOH, about 2 ft. long (866 preceding page). . 

Mr. W. S. Gibson (Northumbrian Castles, etc.) says that the nave is 60 ft. 
long by 46 ft. broad ; the chancel is 41 ft. long by 19 ft. broad. 

The communion plate, and registers which begin in 1584, were exhibited. 
The oldest book is of parchment leaves, and measures 13 ins. by 9 ins. The 
communion plate and bells are described in these Proceedings, vol. iii, p. 107» 
but since then the larger bell, which was cracked by boys throwing stones at it 
through the windows, the louvres having decayed, was consigned to the melting 
pot in 1888. A new bell has taken its place. This is 334 i^^- diameter at the 
mouth and 31^ ins. high. It bears the old inscription : — 
** Cry aloud repent mdcxxxv. 
John Bobson, Person. 
William Green 
Alexander Foster 
Robert Smythe 
William Milbum 
And in addition : " Recast by public Subscription 1888 

The Revd The Hon. F. R. Grey, M.A. Rector. 
Tho. Gillespie 

W B^r ^ Churchwardens' 

John Simm 



Wardens * 
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BespectiDg the smaller bell Mr. Balkeley writes : 

"When the larger bell was cracked and uttering tmpleasant jangling, it 
was heard by an occasional visitor to the town, a Mr. Clark, deceased, whose 
brother was a watchmaker in Morpeth, and he bought and presented this 
bell, which he purchased in London, it having been * in some disused city 
church As yet I have not been able to find out the name of this church ; 
indeed, I did not know that it had yet become the fashion to disuse city 
churches ; nor is there any record of the exact date of presentation, but it 
was between 1842 and 1849. The bell is dated 1662." 
In the registers there is an entry of the burial of John Horsley the historian, 
who died in 1731. 

The sexton exhibited a second brass coin of Antoninus Pius with Britannia 
reverse, which he said had been found near Hebbum, a little to the north of 



Mr. D. H. S. Cranage, M.A., who is at present delivering a series of lectures 
on architecture, in conndotion with the University Extension Movement, in the 
lecture room of the Ldterary and Philosophic Society at Newcastle, and who 
was one of the party, has since supplied the following notes of the church : — 

This church consists of nave and aisles, south porch, chancel with vestry 
on the north side, and tower at the west end : it is a very good specimen of the 
Decorated style. It is a little difficult to date the church accurately. 
Beticulated tracery, which occurs in some of the windows, is most common in 
the middle Decorated period, but there is a particular pUnth moulding outside 
the church, which is rarely used till the end of the period. We cannot be far 
wrong if we say that the church was probably built between 1340 and 1360. 
The east window has some fine reticulated tracery, and retains some of the 
original glass, the remainder being new. There is also some fourteenth 
century glass in the east window of the south aisle, of the same character. 
The sediUa in the chancel are richly ornamented. There are good spreading 
crockets up the hood-mouldings, and below are some charming carvings of 
roses and ball-flowers. The priest's door and the vestry door have some very 
good beaten ironwork. There is a * low-side ' window in the usual position. 
At the east end of the north aisle is a remarkable circular aperture, which 
it is difficult to account for. An anchorite's cell is sometimes found on the 
north side of the chancel, but the communication with the church is generally 
^ the south and not on the west side of it. It would be impossible to date the 
i^v^ arcades by the mouldings alone. The bases reveaJ nothing and the 
capitals are moulded in a very nondescript, and, it must be added, supremely 
ugly manner. However, the responds of the south arcade are carved with 
natural foliage, such as we should expect in the Decorated style. There is a 
very good tomb canopy in the south wall. It is apparently an insertion, but of 
an early period, the mouldings being of good Decorated character. Against 
the north and west walls are some corbels, which h^ve been used to support 
galleries. They have evidently been capitals of small shafts and were possibly 
parts of a wall arcade of an earlier church. We need not be surprized at this, 
for there was a church here long before the fourteenth century. The font 
belongs to an older building, being of thirteenth century date. The two corbels 
high up at the west ends of the arcades may have supported a truss, which 
has disappeared, of the present roof. This roof is an old one, and is 
accommodated in a peculiar manner to the very irregular distances between the 
columns. It has been stated that the tower is Transitional, but I fail to see 
why. There is no trace of this period inside or out. The vaulting below the 
tower has ridge ribs, which would certainly not be used in the Transitional 
period, and outside the evidence is equally clear. The diagonal buttresses 
are of the usual fourteenth century character and their plinth moulding is 



Morpeth. 
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continaed along the wall, shewing that the tower is not earlier. This accoont 
has been written after a somewhat hasty examination of the church. Farther 
study would be needed to explain one or two difficulties, notably the pitch of a 
steep roof outside the east wall of the south aisle." 

The following epitaph is on a black marble slab lying in the chancel floor of 
the church. The stone bears a noteworthy exemplification of the crest of the 
Grey family: it presents a combination of the ancient crest — the head of a 
battering ram with the rope ladder attached, the one to make the breach in, 
the other to aid in climbing the wall.^ : — 

IN OBITUM HENBICI GRAY NUPEB DB NOYO- 
MONASTEBIO, ABMIGEBI, QUI OBUT ULTIMO DIE 
MABTU ANNO DO'NI 1697. P08UIT THOMAS OBAY 
FILIUS PBIMOOENITUS PIBTATIS EROO. 
(The Arms of Gray of OMlIingham.) 
DE BON YALOIB 8EBVIR LE EOT. 

Condittu hicjaceo quarttu genitore Radulplio 

Filius ex Graio milite xic jaceo^ 
Nupta fuit mihi Wodringtmiea ehara Maria 

MilitU ac clari nata JohannU ea ; 
Una dies partus no«, ut baptismatis una ; 

Junxit sic uno lex hymcnaa toro. 
Annos bis septem sociali fader e juncti 

Ruperunt tetrica vinculo nostra dea. 
Bis fnnos pueros mihit tresq : Lucinia puellas^ 

Prabuit extineti pignora chara mei. 
Lustra decern (prater sex menses ) pane peregi 

Cum seciiit vita stamina Parca mea, 
Abstulit heu invisa ferox atate virili^ 

Quern potuit satius mitis humasse senem. 
Non temere adducar letheas (lector) ad undas 

Bum mortem moneant liac monumenta tuam. 

Bishop Bek most sumptuously constructed a manor house at Auckland with 
a chapel and rooms, appropriating the church of Morpeth to the priest serving 
in the chapel in perpetuity. But after the death of the bishop, Ralph, son 
of William, lord of Greystok, recovered by an action the patronage of the s«id 
church, and his presentee being admitted, the chapel at Auckland remained 
without its endowment.^ 

In the old taxation of churches and ecclesiastical benefices within the 
archdeaconry of Northumberland at one mark in forty, Morpeth and Mitford 
thus appear in 1306^ : * Ixvij marcse, xix^. Rectoria de Morpath. xxij«. iiijd. o&.* ; 
* Ixij marcse. xxd. Rectoria de Midford. xxj«. o2>.' 

Brother Walter de Mitford was a canon of Alnwick in 1341.* 

Amongst the names of persons ordained in 1342 by the bishop of Bisaccia 
by the authority of the bishop of Durham, amongst the * Acolyti,' occurs that 
of * Dominus Johannes de Hastyng, rector ecclesiae de Morpath,' who was 
instituted to and inducted into the rectory in the same. year. In August of the 
said year he was granted leave of absence for two years by die bishop, 
subject to a fit substitute being provided to exercise the cure of souls.'^ 

Thomas de Heppescotes was rector in 1334. In 1340 he * gravi adversitate 
detentus ' was granted a licence for an oratory in his house.^ 

1 Raine North Durham, p. 838n. 
a Seriptores Tres (9 Sar. Soc.) p. 90 ; see also MemoriaU ^Ripon, p. 246. 
8 Reg, Pal. Dun. HI, p. 94. * Ibid., 109. » Tbid., pp. 118, 484 and 498. 

6 Ibid., pp. 152 and 278. 
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The following notes relating to Morpeth are from the Snrtees Society^s I^bli- 
cations : — 

' At a Visitation held on the 16th Nov., 1601, Sir Bichard Barton, ' in legibos baocalaoreas 
rector of Morpeth, being amongst those piresent, the chturohwaMens r^orted that 
all was well?; and at a Visitation held at Morpeth on the 97 Jan., 1677 [-8] before 
Sir Bobert Swifte. Thomas Warwicke, the rector, appeared by Thomas Midleton his 
' procurator*. Thomas Midleton, the curate, and Jolm Maxwell, sdxoolmaster, and Nicholas 
Bidley, assistant schoolmaster, neither of whom had a licence, and Roger Milbume, the 
parish clbrk, apneared personally .6 And at the visitation of the 29 of July, 1678, the task 
was performed by Thomas Midleton, curate of Morpeth,^ while the rector, Mr. Thomas 
Warwicke, appears to have been excused on account of his leaminglO; and at that of the 
to Jan., 1678L-9], Thomas Midleton attended,!! while the rector did not appear.!^ On the 
16 July, 1684, Dr. Colmore held his court in the chapel of the Castle of Stockton, and ex- 
communicated, in the greater excommunication, for ncm-appearanee when called upon, 
Thomas Warwicke, the rector of Morpeth, and another.'!^ 

In an account of tiie evidence given on the 23 April, 1687, in favour of the marriage of 
Sir Thomas Gray of Chillingham with the lady Catherine Neville, about which there 
seems to have been some auction, it was stated by Arthur Gray, one of the witnesses, 
that he was present and did see ' Sr. Thomas Middleton, olerke, curat of Morpeth .... * 
publicly and openly solemnize marriage at the manor house of Battersby, betwixt them, 
according to the book of Common prayer. This is followed by the evidence of Sir Thonaas 
Middleton himself, and others.!^ 

The following memorandlk relating to Morpeth are from Spearman^s * Notes *: — 
In the reign of Henry 1st, Rannlph de Merley and Will de Merley grant a 
Charter to the Monks of Newminster. Henry 3rd confirms the donation of 
Roger Bartram, Robert de Greystock, Gilbert de Umfrevill. 

The constitution of the Borough of Morpeth makes the following distinction 
between free Brothers and free Burgesses. The first are all either by birth or 
servitude entitled to follow their trades and enjoy right of Common, Ac. The 
burgesses are chosen in certain proportions out of such Company forming a 
Tally of 24 every year at Michaelmas. If the companies think proper and can 
make up the Number of 24, in case they cannot they must wait till, by sons of 
free brothers coming of age or apprentices having taken there freedom, the 
Tally of 24 is complete. In 1773 the party opposing Lord Carlisle, in fact 
returning both Members, offered an incomplete Tally of 18 (thence called 
eifi^teeners) to be elected free Burgesses. The Lord^s Steward swore them in 
officially, subject to trial of ris^ht which was determined against them. If they 
had been allowed both Lord Carlisle's Members would have been crushed. 

The second Roger de Merley much adorned the Borough of Morpeth and did 
many other works of Charity, and after his death was buried in the Cloister as 
you enter the Chapter house at Newminster. 

The Pyes were an ancient, respectable fiimily at Morpeth. The Queens head 
[l.tf. Queen Anne's Head] at Morpeth their Mansion house, where their Arms, 
date 1654, are in the dining room. Jane Pye of this family was executed for 
witchcraft, A.D. 1658, during the superstitious phrenzy of Presbetry; The 
family is extinct, the last heiress Married Major Munro.^<^- 

In a field east of North Dissington in the township of Ponteland is a rigg or 
Ridge of land that extends the whole length of the estate and on the Boundary 
stones is called Morpeth school rigg. Edward 6th granted all the Chantry 
lands at Morpeth, &c. to the School, and this rigg has most likely been 
originally given to some Chantry there, also another, rigg in Prestwick similar 
to above. They are always let on lease for years to the proprietors of the 
lands adjoining at a smaM rent. Morpeth school has also a Cottage & Garth 
in Ponteland Village dc another Garth between the Village and River Pont.'* 



7 EeeL Proceedings of BUkop Barnes (22 Sor. Soc.) pp. xi and xxiiL 8 Ibid. p. 88. 

9 r6td.p. 75. 10 Ibid. p. 76. " Ibid. v. 98. 12 IWd. p. 94. W Ibid. ^111. 

14 Depositions db EeeUsiastieal Proceedings (21 Sor. Soc) p. 822, et seq. 

15 Major Munro took the Queen's head under his wif e'H will and sold same to Oeoi^ Nelson, 
the latter conveyed it to the Sunderlands who are yet remembered as its ocoupien and. 
proprietors. — Mr. Woodman's CJoU. 
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From Morpeth church the foot-road was taken, under Mr. Bolkeley's gnidance, 
by way of the west fields, past Newminster abbey, throngh the woods, to the 
remains of the old castle of 



of which a full aceoxmt, by the late Mr. F. R. Wilson, has been given in these 
Proceedings^ Thence the remains of the manor house with its dog wheel, 
still in sitUf were visited. The greater part of the manor house remained until 
about 1812. 

At the church the Rev. T. A. Holcroft, the vicar, pointed out the numerous 
objects of interest. 

The sacred structure now consists of a chancel, a nave with a south aisle, a 
tower with spire, and two transepts, that on the north known as the * Pigdon 
porch,' that on the south as the * Mitford porch.* The chancel is 51 ft. 2 ins. 
long by 19 ft. 3 ins. wide. The nave of four bays is 60 ft. 7 ins. long by 19 ft. 
wide. ' Formerly this appears to have been of five bays with a leugSi of 73 ft. 
The church was almost rebuilt in 1874. Amongst other things done in 
that year, the west wall with its bell cot, was taken down, the church lengthened 
by one bay, and the tower erected. In early times the church had two aisles 
with arcades of Norman arches ; both had, however, been long destroyed. 
The arcade of Norman arches on the south side was built up, while that on the 
north was almost entirely removed, the only remains being some of the bases 
of the columns, which were discovered during the * restoration.' The south 
arcade consists of massive stone columns with cushion capitals supporting 
deeply recessed arches ; the square bases have at each angle a leaf ornament. 
At the * restoration ' the filling was removed, the three ancient arches and 
columns were taken down, stone by stone and numbered, and the whole rebuilt, 
new stones being supplied where necessary to take the place of stones too much 
decayed for reinsertion. The arch into the * Pigdon porch ' was renewed at the 
* restoration.' The Perpendicular south transept was used as a mortuary chapel 
by the Mitford family. It has recently been fitted up as a side chapel with com- 
munion table, etc. In the gable of its south wall is a shield bearing three moles 
for Mitford, and also two corbels each formed of two human heads. The chancel 
is Early English, but in its walls, as in those of the Mitford chapel, carved stoneg 
of the earUer Norman building are to be seen. The chancel arch is entirely 
new. The chancel is lighted at the east end by a triplet of lancets equal in 
height, while above them is a vesica piscis window inserted at the * restoration.' 
The south wall is divided on the exterior into six bays by slender buttresses^ 
in each bay being a lancet window above a string course half way up the wall. 
In the centre bay there is a long narrow Transitional doorway, ornamented 
with zig-zag and other ornamentation. In the bay next the nave below the string 
course, there is a small ' low-side ' window of the same date as the other windows 
On the north wall of the chancel is to be seen a tablet bearing an inscription which 
is given in the histories to the memory of a Reveley, while on the floor below is 
an altar tomb bearing a very rude effigy and the inscription * bartram • to • vs> 

so -nVTirUL 'A* SONN 'IF- more - were fit 'IT* SHOVLD 'FOR. THE •BE 
DON • WHO • DECEASED • THE • 7 • OF • OCTOBER • ANNO • 1622 '. 

In the churchyard at the west end of the church theiie are three * shouldered ' 
stone coffins measuring respectively 7 ft., 2 ft. 6 ins. and 1 ft. 10 ins. long. 

See Proc, iii, p. 115, for notes of the communion plate and bells. 

In 1315 a mandate was addressed to the vicar of Mitford at the instance 
of John de Percy, then vicar of Hartburn, for the repair of defects in Hartbum 
church, from money in his hands belonging to the vicar who preceded him." 



MITFORD, 



16 Vol. in, p. 116. 



17 Beg. Pal, Dun. II, 786. 
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In 1312 Niche de Massom occurs as vicar of Mitford.^ 
A * View of the Ecclesiastical State within the Archdeaconry of Northnmber- 
land, anno 1663 \ informs us that 

* The Vicar of Mitford hath onely a stipend of xyjli p* anna' from ye Impropri- 
ators of that Rectory namely Edward Badcliffe Baronett a papist & Henry 
Bawling of Newc. a notorious sectary valet p' anna' 80\\ ' 

By the Act of Uniformity, Mr. Benlows [or Bindlows] was ejected from 
Mitford. He betook himself to the profession of the law, became a * Oonnsellor 
at Law and Justice of the Peace. 

The following notes are from the parochial remarks of bishop Chandler's 
viisitation * sappos'd in 1736 ' : 

* Mitford V. patron B. of D. late Ld Derw. & Mr Bawlin Impr. worth 200/t. 
Geo Gordon Besides serves at Meldon for 3 : 13 : 4 c. at ye goal in Morpeth 
value 23 in glebe & surpl. fees. Fam 117 12 Presb. 4 papists. No school. 
Service twice a day. Cat. Sacrt 4 times 70 at Easter at Whitsuntide.' 

In the Mitford register under the date of March 4th, 1748, the burial of John 
Fenwick, aged 114. is recorded. 

Mr. Cranage, since the meeting, has supplied the following notes of what 
struck him in the building on a very cursory examination : — 

This church has been considerably rebuilt of late years, but there is a good 
deal of interesting old work remaining. The original Norman church seems to 
have had a nave and aisles, with small chancel. In early times, however, the 
north aisle was cut o£f from the church by a wall where the north arcade stood. 
The south arcade remains and is pure Norman with round arches, square 
abaci and scalloped capitals. The plinths are square and the ornamental feet 
shew that the work is not very early Norman. A great alteration took place 
about the end of the twelfth century when the old chancel was replaced by a 
much larger one. At first sight it would appear as if the priest's doorway was 
part of the earlier chancel, as it has a round arch, the lozenge, pyramid, and 
indented chevron ornaments, but these are not inconsistent with the 
Transitional date, and it will be noticed that there is a pointed arch under the 
round one, evidently part of the same work. On the north side a vestry has 
interfered with tlie range of windows, but there is a really fine series of original 
lancets on the south side. The hood-mouldings of these are quite of Norman 
character, which need not surprise us. There is a small * low-side ' window of 
lancet form. It should be distinctly stated that the window in the east wall of 
l^e vesica piscis form is a modem insertion. A future generation will take it 
to be original, or a restoration of an old form. The chancel arch is modem 
and pointed. . I cannot say what was there before. The impost on the south 
side is of Norman character. I have mentioned some of the most striking 
features of the church, but there was not sufficient time to solve one or two 
difficulties, particularly the presence of a small column in the north-east comer 
of the south transept." 

The following memoranda relating to Mitford are from Spearman's * Notes * : — 
King John gave Philip de Ulecoats Mitford Castle. But Henry 3d granted 
Sir Boger de Bertram for £100 fine aud 10/- rent restitution of his lands also 
that his annual fair at Mitford should last 3 days he died 25^ of Henry S^, 

1316 The Castle was in possession of Sir Gilbert Middleton who resenting 
some affront offered his kinsman Edmond de Swinbum confederated with the 
Scots was outlawed and at that time committed great outrages when taken 
before the great Justices they would not try him in the Couniy but at London 
where he suffered, what remained of his Estate in the Crown was restored to his 
Grandson. 

18 Beg. Pal, Dun. 1, 181. 19 Oalamy's Aeeountf p. 518. Ambrose Barnes, p. 140. 
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The Beyd Wilson Bewick DD told me his ancestor Bewick of Bewick was one 
of Middletons confederates and they forfeited the estate of Bewick then and 
apphed to merchandise at Newcastle till they purchased Close House of the 
Beeds 1622. It appears however that Bewick had been restored as some of the 
Name occur after that. Qaery whether Sir Robert Bewick whose son was slain in a 
dnell in the Market Place at Carlisle, was of this family. See old Ballad of 
Bewick and Graham. 

John de Midford married a daughter & coheiress of Peter de Fawdon in the 
reifi^ of £dw lit 

1370 John Bland Master of St Mary Magdelen Hospital in NCastle purchased 
of Richard de Spearman & Hugh de Midford two annual rents or pensions from 
the lands of the late Peter de Fawdon who had married the heiress of Thos de 
Eachwick. 

Bart ram Mitford the present possessor married Tabitha daughter of Francis 
Johnson MD. 

Sir John Mitford Speaker of the house of Commons A.D. 1802 is' of this 
family a younger branch He lately purchased the Estates belonging to Lord 
Cranston in this county and takes a very active and friendly part with the 
present head of the family son of the above named Bartram Mitford Esq He 
was created 1803 Baron of Redesdale co of Northed." 

Reginald of Durham* speaks of the miraculous cure of a woman at Mitford, 
who had been blind for six months, by means of the water in which was dipped 
the cloth (taken out of its case for the purpose) that had been wrapped round 
the body of St. Cuthbert for 418 years. 

* Alexander, King of Scottes, Sun to King William, did entre yn to England, 
and did muche Despite to King John. He assegid the Castel of Mitteford and 
Norham, and toke Homages of divers Nobil Men of Northnmbreland, and the 
Counte of York. Wherfor King John after destroied much of theyr Landes, 
and bet doune Morpeth Castel \^ 

In 1317 Gilbert de Midleton despoiled two cardinals and captured Lewis fde 
Beaumont] and his brother. Gilbert was taken in the castle of Mitford, conveyed 
to London, banged, and beheaded before Christmas day, and his body divided 
into four parts and sent to four places to be suspended.^ 

The following notes have been collected from diflferent volumes of the Surtees 
Society's Publications : 

At a Visitation in the chnroh of Gateshead on the 16 November, 1501, it is stated that 
the chctrch of Mitford was appropriated to the priory of Lanercoet, Sir Dionisios Gharford, 
being the vicar at the time. John Hudson, Gilbt^rt Atkinson, John Kelingworthe & Robert 
Spore, parishioners, reported that the roof of the nave of the ohorch was in great ruin, 
and it is ordered to be soffloiently amended before the feast of St. Peter ad Vincola then 
next nnd^ a pain of u.88 

At the Ohanoellor's Visitation at Morpeth of the the 37 Jan., 1678, before Sir Robert 
Swifte, William Hart, vicar of Mitford, and John Bewick the parish clerks appeared 
personallyS^ ; and at that of July in the same year, the task was imperfectly pertormed 
by William Hart, who was admonished to be prepared against the Michaelmas synod.^ 
He attended the visitation of January, 1578-9.36 

In a ' libel ' about 1570 against Gawen Lawson, who was one of the churchwardens, 
and George Walby of Mitford, it was stated that while the 'curate of Mitfourth* was 
admo ni s hin g the psople from the pulpit, Gawen Lawson said openly to him * Come downe 
and leave thy pratlinge and that the same man and George Walby, with others, at the 

* redinge of the firste leason did sckofe, laughe, and gest at such as did cou^e * that 

the minister could not proceed but was compelled to leave off ; and that the said Gawen 
Lawson < did at the dew tyme of the Visitacion after Easter last forbid the churchwardens 
of Mitfourth to present any falte &o. This is followed by the evidence of sevtdnal 
witnesses.^? 

In another * libel ' against John Dofenbie, who, not having ' before his eies the 
feare of God or the lawes of the land, beinge in the church of Mytfourth at mominge 
prayer, spake divers nnsemely words openly in the hearinge of the parish, chiding, 

ao 1 Sur. Soc. p. 110. ai Leland CoUect. vol. I, p. 685. 

22 SeHptoret Tres (9 Sur. Soc.) p. 100. 28 EecU Proe. of Bp. Barnes (22 Sur. Soc.) p. xxi. 
24 Ibid. p. 84. 26 Ibid. p. 76. 96 Ibid.^ 98. 

27 Depot, d Eeel. Proe. (21 Sur. Soc.) p. 98 et aeq. 
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blaspheminge, and bralHnge with one Ro^r Fennieke for one Atale or lyke matter ' ; that 
he, being excommonicate, came into Mitford charoh at time of service, and being 
admonished to depart would not, but * gave evill language *, saying that he cared not for 
the commissanr ner for the curate, whereupon the curate had to leave off service; and 
that he * did lykewise quarell, chide, and brail within the church yard of Mytforth with 
one Mark Ogle of Ponteland parishe '.9B 

In 1670 proceedings were taken against Robert Venis, the vicar, for non-residence. One 
of the witnesses said that he had been continually from his vicarage since Saint Andrew's 
day. then last past, and since that day the parishioners ' haithe lacked service upton the 
hoiydayes, and diverse people unburyed by any preste, and some children not christened 
of a long tyme for lacke of a prest A second witness stated that the vicar had been 
absent from the vicarage * since Candlemesse last was a twelvemonethe, since which tyme 
he never served ther but by a Sootishe preiste*. A third witness, Gawen Lawson of 
Bendrig, the defendant mentioned above, stated that the vicar was absent among the 
rebels, and ' haithe bene since before christinmesse \ This refers to the rebellion of 1669. 
A fourth witness said that the church was then served by one Sir Thomas Goodhnsband. ^ 

In the * Certificate of all the Channtryes, Ac, within the Coontye of North- 
nmberland," dated the 13th February, 1648 (2 Ed. VI), the following occurs:— 
* Mytforde. Landes and tenements belonging to the use or perpetuyte of a salary to one 
Preste within the Paryshe Churdie of Mvtford. Ther ys no Incumbent at these presents, 
and the churohewardens for the tyme being hertofore hath recyvd the profyts therof , and 
they say they have employed the same uj^n the reparacions of the sayd Paryshe Ghurche 
of Mytford. And ther no parte nor parotJI therof solde sythe, Ac, And ther ys of 
howseling people within the sayd parysne cociiijxx. Yerdie valewe, xvij<. Plate, none. 
Ooodes, none. 

Memorandum, ther ys one aore of lande lyeing whithin the fyldes of Newton Undre- 
wood, in the tenure of Rioharde Oraye, assigned for the sustentacion and fynding of 
one lyghte within the Parishe Churohe of Mitforde, worthe by the yerexijd.W 

Tea was partaken of in the reading room at Mitford, after which most of the 
members made their way back to Morpeth railway stAtion and at 6-9, after a 
Tery pleasant afternoon, left for their respective destinations. 

» DepoHHoru d Eeele». Proe. {21 Hnr. Soe ) p. 29 JMd. p. 900. 

80 BeeUi. Proc. of BUhop Bmmea (22 Sur. Soc.) p. Izxxviii. 

Note. See Proceedingi, vol III, pp. 108 to 122, also n. 177, for descriptions of Morpeth 
ehurch, Newminster abbey, and MitfoM castle and church. 



MISCELLANEA. 

Extracts from Leland's Itinerary y relating to the County of Northnmberland, 
(3rd Edition, Oxford, 1769) vol. vii, p. 64, ( continued from p. 248 ) :— 

" Tbenis a litle River cummithe in to Tyue on the Southe Syde a Mile above 
New Castle. 

Tyne. 

Cone Ryver comithe by Lanchestre or it come to Chestpr in the Strete. 
Lanchester a vi. Miles West from Chestre. 

Hedle BroKe metithe at Chestre, or there about, with Cone Water. 
Pont. 

Wansbege. 

Coket risethe in Ridesdale in a Ground beringe Linge, and some what Fenny. 

Alne. 

Rye. 

Bremische is the very Wat^r of Title [ Tillc ] ; but at the Heade and a 
certayne Cowrse it is cauUyd Bremiche, and aftar lesethe the Name ; and is 
cawUyd Tylle. 

Conke alias Coquet. 

Low. 

Glyne risethe in Chivet Hills, and so into Glyndale on to Newton Village, 
where is a Towr. Ther is a litle Broke cawlyd Bonbeiit cumminge owt of 
Scotland rennithe into Glyn to Langton Village 9. Miles of, where is a Ruine 
of a Towre a Myle of. So to Copland Village a Mile, where the Watar brekethe 
into Armes makynge Islets ; but sone aftar metyuge, and so a 2. Mills a this 
Syde Forde Castle in to Tylle." 
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Vol. VI. 1894. No. 31. 



The nsnal monthly meeting of the society was held in the lihrary of the 
Oastle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 31st day of October, 1894, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, Mr. John Philipson, V.P., being in the chair. 

Several accounts, recommended by the Ooancil for payment, were ordered to 
be paid. 

The following new members were proposed and declared duly elected : — 

i. J. H. Beckmgham, Westward House, Byton. 

ii. Thomas Emmerson Forster, M.A., Farnley, Corbridge. 

iii. Robert Henry Forster, M.A., Famley; Corbridge. 

iv. Allen B. Hinds, 24 Grey Street, Newcastle. 

Y. A. H. Lennox, Collingwood Street, Newcastle, 
yi. Beginald J. S. Silbom, 7 Saville Place, Newcastle. 
vlL Hogh W. Young, F.S.A. Scot., 27 Lauder Boad, Edinburgh. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 
Presents t for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Major A. H. Browne : — ^a catalogue of the collection of valuable objects in his 
museum at Callaly castle, by the late W. S. Chaffers. 4to., full bound calf extra. 

From Mr. R. Newton of Victoria Brewery, Newcastle: — •LesBestesdel'Anclemie 
Borne,' by Bonaventure d'Overbeke. 8 vols, in 1. Lnp. fo. i of. Numerous plates. 

Amsterdam, 1709. 

From Professor Zangemeister, hon. member : — ♦ Lune8blatt;',".No. 11 (1894), 8vo 
Exchanges — 

Prom the Huguenot Society: — Their PubUcations, 

1. 4to Transactions, vols, n-vin, paper covers ; ( n ) ' Les Actes dea OoUoques des 
Eglises Francaises, &c., en Angleterre, 1681-1664 ' ; (m) < Begisters of the Protestant 
^urch at Ouisnes, 16^1686 ' ; (rv) * Begister de I'Eglise Wallonne de Southampton ' ; 
(V, pt i) * Begistre de I'Eglise de Cantorbery ' ; ( vi ) * Despatches of Michele Suriano, 
Ac., 1560-fiS ' ; ( ) * Begisters of the French Conformed Churches of St. Patrick 
and St. Mary, Dublin ' ; ( vin ) ' Letters of Denization, &c, of Aliens in England, 
1609-1608' ; and 'The Walloons and their church at Norwich, 1565-1882', historical 
introduction only (cloth). 

2. 8vo. * Proceedings', vol. i-iv (except vol. m, No. 1, which is out of print). 
From the Society of Antiquaries of London: — (i) • Archaeologia ♦, vol.64,pt.i.cl. 

and (ii) * Proceedings ', vol. xv, pt. i. 
From the Historical Society of Lancashire & Cheshire :— ' Transactions \ for 

law, vol. XLV ( vol. IX, N.S. ). 8vo. Liverpool, 1804. 

From the British Archaeological Association : — 'Journal, vol. l, pt. 8. 8vo. 
From the Cambridge Antiquarian Society : — « Proceedings', No. xxxv ( vol. 8, ii ). 

8vo. 1894. , ^ 

From the Boyal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland : — • Journal ', pt. 8, vd. nr, 6 ser. 

8vo. 

From the Brussels Archaeological Society: — 'Annales', vol. vm, pt iv. (ist. 
Oct., 1804). 8vo. 
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From the Powysland Clnb : — CJolIections, Higtorical and Archaeological, relating to 
Montgomeryshire and its Borders part LIV ( vol. xxtxii, pt. i ), Svo. 

From the Shropshire Archaeological and Natural Hist. Soc. : — < Transactions s 
vol. Yi, pt. lii. 8yo. 1894. 

Purchases — 

< Boma Sotteranea % by Northcote ft Brownlow. Plates ft iUastrations, Syo. cloth. 

< Beliquary ' ( vol. vm, No. 4 ), and ' Antiquary for October, 1894. 

* Itinerariom Antonini by Parthey ft Piuder. 8vo. Cloth. Berlin, 1848. 

< Notitia Dignitatum by Seeck. 8vo. Berlin, 1876. 

* Jahrbach ' of the Imperial German Archaeological Institate, vol. n, 1894, pt. 8. 

< A History of Banks, Bankers and Banking by Maberly Philips. 4to., cloth. 

It was announced that the Council had decided to sell to members the fifty 
copies of the mezzotint of St. Nicholas's church, Newcastle, after a painting by 
T. M. Richardson, recently purchased by the society, which they had had struck 
off (p. 219), at 7/6 per copy. 

Donations to the Museum : — 

From Mr. William Angus :— A silver token of Alexander Kelty, a Newcastle 

silversmith, dated 
1812. It reads on 




the obv. : [arms 
of Newcastle with 
supporters ] pay- 
able BY AliEXB 
KELTY NEWCASTLE 

ON TYNE ; on rev. : 
[a factory] nobth- 

UMBEBLAND ft DUB. 
HAM 12l> TOKEN 



1812 (see illustra- 
tion, which has 
been kindly lent by the editor of the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle.) 

[Mr. T. Taylor writes :— • Alexander Keltry worked c. 1800 and 
onwards, his mark is on the copper plate [ a k ] at the Oastle. He 
was not a member of the goldsmith's company. You seem to have 
written the name ' Eelty ' but * Keltry ' is right, as it is thus given 
in the Newcastle assay book.' On the token the name appears as 
* Kelty '.] 

From Mr. J. W. Watson of Tynemouth : — A statuette, 12i inches 
high, of Greco-Roman workmanship, representing a female, and the 
heads of two others, found near Lamaca in Cyprus ' between 30 and 
40 years ago, and some time before the British occupation of the 
island. Some excavations were being carried out at that time at the 
instance of the British Museum authorities and these amongst others 
were unearthed, but of course the bulk of the find went to London. 
It seems to me [Mr. Watson] that those pieces had been chiselled on 
the face of more massive stones and the e;q>lorer8 had chipped them 
off for the sake of easy removal and conveyance '. 

Exhibited ; — 

By the Roman Wall Excavation Committee (per Mr. W. L. Charlton) : — 
A number of objects discovered at Aesica consisting of earthenware 
spindle whorls, fragments of Samian and other ware, and a curious 
object of bone, moulded on each side, 3i ins. long, f in. wide at each 
end, IJ ins. wide in centre. It is slightly curved on the top from end 
to end. A space is cut out underneath 1 in. wide with a small hole 
at each side. 
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By Mr. 0. J. Charlton, B.A. : — *• A pewter dish 16J ins. in diameter with 
moulded rim 2i ins. wide purchased lately in Cambridge. It is 
probably a collection dish. On the rim are, on one side, the initials 
u^Bt and on the other side four marks in small shields, very like 
those of silTersmiths, bearing, beginning &om the left : (i) a lion ; 
(ii) the date letter, apparently a small ' b,' but much worn ; (iii) a 
leopard's head ; (iv) makers' initials i. p. ; these are the initials of 
J. Parker of the firm of Parker & Wakelin goldsmiths in London at 
the beginning of last century." 

DIBCOYEBIBS IN CUMBERLAND. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) read the following communication from Chancellor 
Ferguson, F.S.A., of Carlisle, relating to discoveries in Cumberland, for which 
he was thanked : — 
" My dear Blair, Carlisle, Oct. 29/94. 

The inscribed stone. No. 495 in the Lapidarium^ is described in that 
work as lost. It was first found in 1828 in the West Walls, Carlisle, and is 
recorded by the Bev. John Hodgson in his history of Northumberland. Since 
that time it has been lost, but was recently re-discovered among a heap of 
stones in a shrubbery in the garden of Newby Grange, the residence of Mr. 
T. H. Hodgson, and situate in the parish of Crosby-on-Eden, about five miles 
east of Carhsle. It must have been brought there by Mr. Hodgson's uncle, 
the late W. N. Hodgson, M.P., but how he acquired it is not known. The 
reading of the Lapidarium should be corrected to [Diis] Manibus \ Aiir [elia] 
Senecita | V [ixit] an [nos] [xx (?)] Jul [ius] | Fortun [atus] . 

A Boman milestone has just been discovered in the bed of the river 
Petterill, below Gallows Hill, from whose summit it had probably rolled. It 
is six feet long, very heavy, and cylindrical, with one face roughly cut to a flat 
surfeuse. At either end is an inscription, viz. : imp c m | aub mas (?) | cabavsio 
p.F. I iNviCTOAVO. Several lines are here obhterated except two letters thus o | s. 
The inscription at the otlier end is fl val [al is tied] | cons | tan' | no nobt 
CAES. The admirers of Constantine the Great cared nothing for Carausius, 
and, contemptuously inverted and re-used his milestone. This would be the 
first milestone on the road from Luguvallium to the south. 

Two curious bone harpoon-heads of unusual type, which were found about 
seventeen years ago by Mr. T. H. Hodgson's gardener, have been brought to 
light ; each is about eleven inches long ; one has a large barb on either side, 
and the other has eight or nine serrations on one side. They were ibuad 
together in a boggy field near Newby Grange, and had probably been exposed 
by the shrinking of the peat in a very dry summer. There is an idea there 
may be a ' cranoge ' in the field. 

All these articles are now in Tullie House, Carlisle. 

Tours, etc., Bichard S. Ferguson." 

HAZEL aiLL, CUMBERLAND. 

Mr. W. L. Charlton read a paper on a Bunic inscription recently discovered at 
Hazel Gill near Bewcastle in Cumberland. 

And on the motion of the chairman, seconded by Mr. Heslop, the thanks of 
members were voted to him for it. 

MONASTIC INSTITUTIONS IN NOBTHUMBEBLAND AND DUBHAM. 

The Bev. C. E. Adamson read a paper giving some interesting particulars of 
Northern Monastic Institutions. 

Thanks of members were also voted to him for it. 
* At Gasileford there is a Boman milestone which has been treated In the same way. 
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MISCELLANEA. 



Extracts from Leland*8 Itinerary ^ relating to the County of Northumberland, 
(3rd Edition, Oxford, 1769), (continued from p. 260) 

Tyle risethe in the Hills of OhiTet, and so commithe into Glindale nnto a 
Castle canllyd Chillingham Castle a vi. Miles from the Cbyret Hylls, so to 
Forde Castle an viij. Miles of, to Ethell Castel on the Bridge of Stone downe on 
the Est Syde a Mile, to Hetton Castle on the West Syde of the Tylle a 3. Miles 
and halfe of, so to Twislebridge of Stone one bow, bat greate and stronge, 
where is a Townlet and a Towre a 2. Miles of; so to Home clene a litle Village 
on the East Syde not halfe a Mile of, and there in to Tweede. Home clene is 
halfe a Myle above Norham. 

Twede risythe in Twydedale in Scotland at a Towne ( as I here say ) 
cawUyd Pybbell, and so comithe thrwghe the Forest of Eterik in Scotland, and 
so thorwghe Tynedale in Scotland, the People where of robbe fore and continual- 
ly in Glyndale and Bamborowshire, and at a litle Broke, cawlyd Byden Bume, 
the whiche partithe England and Scotland by Este and West, and comithe in to 
Twede, the greate Streame of Twede towchithe on the Englyshe Grownde as a 
limes betwene Scotland and it. So to Carham a good Mile of, a litle Village, 
where is a Cell of 2. Chanons of Eynkham [? Eirkham] in Torkeshire. At this 
Carham is a litle Towre of Defence agayne the Scotts. So to Werke Castle a 
Mile of and more, a meatly stronge Fortrese, to Comehil a litle Pile 2. Miles of, 
agaynst the whiche on the fartbar Bype in Scotland is Cauldstreame a place of 
Nunes. So to Norham Castle where is also a meatly good Toune about a 3. Miles 
of, So to Berwike a vi. Mils stondinge on the North Syde of Twede a litle. 
There by at the Bridge on the Sowthe syde of the Watar is Twemowthe as a 
Suburbe to the Towne, and thens .... 

In Ridesdale be but 8. Paroche Churchus. The cheffest is EUesdene, then 
Halistene, and Corsansid. To thes Parochis resorte the Witeiding Men othar 
wyse Thenes of that English Marche. 

Bede risethe within 3. Miles of the Scottyshe Marche. It risethe in the 
Northe, and cummithe Sowthwest, thrwghe Bidesdale, and so into North Tyne 
Arme, a litle lowgher then Belingham, that stondithe somewhat of of (sic) 
North Tyne, and is a x. Mils above Hexham. 

North Tyne risithe playne Northe, and rennith almost playne Northe [South] 
til he metith with Sowthe Tyne. 

Some holde opinion that at Halistene, or in the Biver of Coquet, thereabout 
wer 3000. christenyd in one day in primitiva Ecclesia Sax. 

Coquet Byrer for a certen space of Miles dividith Cuquetdale from Bidesdale. 

Coquet cummithe by Herbottel, a goodly Castle, and thens to Linne Briggs, 
sumtyme of Stone, now fallen. Therabout was great Buyldinge, but now 
Desolation. 



The following review of the ' Calendar of the Patents Bolls in the Public Becord 
Office, Edward I, 1281-1292 ',18 from Notes dt Queries for the 16th September, 
1894, p. 219 

** Here is a picture of life in the North Country in 1283. Just six hundred 
years ago Alezander de Eyrketon and John de Lythegreynes received a royal 
commission to investigate an affray which took place at Elesden, in Northum- 
berland. There was, by royal charter, a weekly market on Thursdays anda&ir 
on the eve, day and morrow of the feast of St. Bartholomew. The lord of the 
manor had set up a pillory, a tumbrel, and other useful articles appurtenant to 
fairs, when his men were maltreated and these articles carried off by a crowd of 
riotous Borderers, Keeds, Eers, Foresters, Bells and others, who bore good old 
Border clan-names. We have no means of explaining the riot. Probably it 
arose out of some long-standing family feud.*' 
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The nsual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the 
Oastle, Newcastle, on Wednesday, the 28th day of November, 1894, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, the Rev. Wm. Green well, V.P., being in the chair. 

The following ordinary member was proposed and declared duly elected : — 
John Fergason of Dene Oroft, Jesmond Park East, Newoastle-apon-Tyne. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 

Presents, for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Mr. R. Buncombe Jewell, the editor: — « The Royalist vol. v, No. 8. 
From Mr. Mendelssohn (per Mr. John S. Robson) : — lai^e photographic por- 
trait, in frame, of the late Dr. Bruce. 

Exchanges — 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — 

(i) * Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 1888-^ % large 8vo., d.; (ii) * Smith- 
sonian Annual Report of Board of Regents, 1892 8vo. Washington, 1898 ; (iii) < The 
Pamunkey Indians of Virginia', by John Garland Pollard. 8vo. pp. 19, 1894 ; 
(iy) • The Maya Year by Cyrus Thomas, pp. 64. Washington, 1894 ; and (▼) • Biblio- 
graphy of the Wakashan Languages by John Constantiae Pilling, pp. 70, 1894. 

From the Cambrian Archaeological Association : — < Archaeologia Gambrensis \ 
6 ser. No. 44 ; Oct., 1894. 8vo. 

From the Royal Irish Academy : — « Transactions,' vol. xxx, pts. 18 and 14. 

Purchases — 

' The Antiquary ' for November, 1894 ; and the 

' Notitia Dignitatum ', edited by Edward Booking. 8vo. Bonn, 1889-68. 
The recommendation of the Council to purchase Tanner's ' Notitia Monastica' 
of Mr. Thome for £3 12g. 6d. was agreed to. 

Donation to the Museum. The following was announced and thanks voted 
to the donors : — 

From the Plumbers, Glaziers and Pewterers' Coy. of Newcastle : — An iron 
cannon ball 17i ins. in diameter, found in 1700 during repairs, in the 
walls of the Mordon Tower, their meeting place. Mr. Forster, the 
secretary, in a letter to Mr. J. Philipson, said that at ' a meet- 
ing of the Company held some while ago it was unanimously resolved 
in order that this interesting memento might be preserved, that it 
should be handed over to the Society of Antiquaries.' Mackenzie 
( Newcastle^ p. 110) thus speaks of it : * A gilded ball, suspended 
from the centre of the meeting-room, probably had been shot from 
the cannon of the Scottish army during the great siege of the town in 
1644 and having lodged in the wall, was discovered on the alteration 
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of the tower. The ontside of the adjoimng wall bears marks of this 
memorable siege." The ball does not now bear any trace of gilding. 

Exhibited :— 

By the Roman Wall Excavation Commmittee : — The necklet consisting 
of four silver chains clasped at the back and with the oval pendant in 
front, which had been so cleverly removed from the back of one of the 
fibulae and disentangled by Mr. Gibson the castle attendant (p. 241, i). 

Dr. Embleton read his * Notes on the Quigs* Bnrial Ground, Percy Street, 
Newcastle.' The paper will be printed in the Archdeologia Aeliana, vol. xvii. 

Mr. Maberly Phillips proposed a vote of thanks to Dr. Embleton for his interest- 
ing paper, and remarked that by a strange coincidence it was exactly six years that 
night since he read his paper npon the Quigs' burial ground, which would be found 
in vol. xni of tha Archaeologia Aeliana. He further stated that the tombstone 
of William Durant, now at the Unitarian church, New Bridge street, was never 
at Percy street. That ground was probably opened in 1683, when Dr. John 
Durant was buried there. It then extended from Percy street to Villa de St. 
George, and was used until 1786, when it was enclosed with a wall, the higher 
part only being used for burials and the lower sold for building purposes. It 
was probably at this time that the * Swirle ' was lined out with the sculptured 
stones that Dr. Embleton had described. 

The motion, after having been seconded, was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Holmes made some comments on the paper. These he has since the 
meeting thus amplified : — 

On looking into the matter, I have been led to amplify the remarks I made 
last night in reference to Dr. Embleton's statement in the paper he read, that 
the Swirle runner had its rise in the Nun's moor behind the barracks. 

It is curious how the name Nun's moor should have been transferred from 
the original site to where it is now located by naming the enclosure the * Nun's 
Moor Park.' According to the early records and down to the publication of the 
Freeman's Pocket Companion in 1817, the Nun's moor is shewn to occupy the 
angle made by the North Fenham and Kenton boundaries and a line drawn 
between the Cow Gate and the Ooxlodge boundary which formed the march 
between it and the Town moor at that time. In 1487 Joan Baxter, prioress of 
the nuns of St. Bartholomew of Newcastle, granted a lease of the Nun's moor 
to the corporation for 100 years, and the ground is described as all that 
• parcel of ground called the Nun's Moor, as it lieth betwixt the fields called 
the Castle Moor on the east and south parts, the fields of Fenham on the 
west part, and the fields of Kenton on the north part.'^ Now on the Freeman'* 
Pocket Companion map the Fenham grounds are shewn as extending beyond 
the Cow Gate northwards, until they reach the extreme north-west angle of the 
moor. 

The boundaries of the Castle moor are described in an inquisition taken in 
the reign of king James I, as beginning 'at the Sick Man's House on the south,* 
and so extending to the fields of Jesmond on the east, to a certain corner there, 
and from thence turning westwards to the gate leading from Newcastle to 
Morpeth, and so on westward near the limits of Coxlodge on the north to the 
corner of the Nun-Moor : on the west to a certain corner where a hedge was 
anciently near the Cow-Gate, leading from Newcastle to Hexham; by the 
boundaries of the fields of Elswick on the south to the gallows, and from 
thence turning westward and north, by the bounds and territories of East-Field 
on the west, to a certain comer of the Castle-Field, and turning south and east 

1 Welford's HUtory of Neweastlet vol. i, p. 898. 

2 This house stood in the sharp angle of the moor at the Barras Bridge, and at the 
foot of the ' Sick Man's Close,' a portion of the Mary Magdalen hospital property. 
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by the boundaries of the Castle-Field on the south, to the said house called 
Sick Man's House.'* 

These definitions of boundaries are so complete that no doubt can exist as to 
locality of the nuns' possessions and how the name came to be transferred to 
the angle of ground between the Ponteland turnpike road and the Elswick and 
South Fenham boundaries does not appear. In Oliver's borough map of 1844 
the name is put on this portion of the moor, but I am not acquainted with any 
earlier map that so names it. In 1651 the Nun moor was purchased by the 
corporation of Newcastle from Charles Brandling, and the Newcastle Advertiser 
of August 22nd, 1789, contains an advertisement by the corporation to let 100 
acres of the Nun's moor, which is described as adjoining the Kenton boundary." 

The Rev. Arthur Boot, vicar of St. John's, Darlington, read his most interest- 
ing paper on * Northern Monasticism.' The paper will be printed in the 
Archaeologia Aeliana^ vol. xvii. 

The chairman said that the great number of questions touched upon by Mr. 
Boot would take a long time to discuss. Christianity in Ireland was in a very 
vigorous condition at an early period,^ and Irish Monasticism first came to lona 
and thence to Lindisfarne, spreading over the whole of Scotland and the north 
of England. In his opinion the reason why no other monastic institution was 
established in the county of Durham was owing chiefly to the overpowering 
influence of the great benedictine monastery of Durham which was established 
in the twelfth century by bishop Carileph. It succeeded to grants which had 
been made in pre-Conquest times by the kings of Northumbria, so that when 
Carileph came to the see in 1180 the lands held by Durham were very great 
indeed. Carileph made very large gifts to the church, first dispossessing the 
old congregation of married clergy. No sooner had Henry de Pudsey attempted 
to found an Augustinian monastery at Baxtanford, as detailed in the paper, than 
the great house of Durham put its foot on it. The buildings were not even 
commenced, though there is at Durham a seal of this monastery. As regards 
the effect of the Scottish incursions in preventing the establishment of other 
religious houses in Durham, Mr. Boot spoke with considerable doubt. Heconld 
only add to the doubt as this did not apply to Northumberland, a county 
nearer to Scotland, which would therefore have to bear the brunt of the incur- 
sions, and where there were many monastic houses of considerable size and 
importance such as those at Tynemonth, Hexham, Hulne, Blanchland, Alnwick 
and others. This, therefore, he thought must be put aside as not being the 
cause. In thanking Mr. Boot for his paper, he said that he had opened out a great 
field, and he trusted that some of the members would give their attention to 
that important period in the history of monasticism in the north of England 
which had been so ably dealt with by Mr. Boot. 

Mr. Hodgkin seconded the motion which was carried by acclamation. 
8 Bnmd's HUtory of Neweastle, vol. i, p. 482. 

* * La civilisation de Tile soeor [Ireland] dont Tadmirable expansion religieuse— on le 
salt — a balance on moment celle de Rome La Revue de Paris for November 16th, 1894, 
p. ff77. Review of Jusserand's Historic litteraire du peuple anglais. 




BONB OBJiQOT, 8^ ins. lonff, from Aesiea (see p. 962). 




268 



At the meeting of the society on the Slst October, 1894, Mr. Hohnes exhibited 
a survey of the camp of Greatchesters ( Aesica ) shewing the excavations made 
there by the Excavation Committee during the past season. The editor regrets 
that a note of this was omitted from the report of the Proceedings. 

At the same meeting was read the following paper by the Bev. 0. E. 
Adamson, M.A., on 

BELIOIOUS COMMUNITIES IN DUBHAM AND NOBTHUMBEBLAND. 

The following orders and religious houses existed in these two counties in 
medieval times : — 

SjUlanfo** Benedictine : Durham, Jarrow, Wearmouth, Finchale, Neasham, 
Lambley, Newcastle, Tynemouth, Halistone, Holy Island. 
GiSTEBciAN : Newminster 
Gabmelite : Hulne, Newcastle 
iS^axtctt** AuousTiNiAN : Brinkbum, Hexham, Ovingham, Bamburgh. 
Pbemonstbatensian : Alnwick, Blanchland. 
Gilbebtines : Owton ? 
^ni0l|t0* HospiTALLEBs : Chibbum ; Templabs : Temple Thornton ; 

Tbinitabian : Newcastle 
Hiviav* (Preaching). Dominican : Berwick, Bamburgh, Newcastle. 

Fbanciscan : Hartlepool, Newcastle 

^^0nH** Benedictine. The greatest of all the medieval religious com- 
munities was that founded by St. Benedict on Monte Cassino. 
To the ordinary three vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, he added that of 
labour, and in that addition lay the whole secret of the wondrous success of the 
Benedictine order. Work sanctified by prayer is the best thing that man can 
do, and it was the neglect of this rule of labour which led mainly to the downfall 
in England of the monastic system. Idleness is rightly styled in his rules * the 
enemy of the soul and the seventy-three chapters of Benedict's rule are a 
marvellously thorough and comprehensive carrying out of the principles of 
labour and obedience. It is to the labour of the monks that we owe in a great 
measure the preservation of literature. It is to the labour of the monks on 
their fsurms that we owe the transformation of many a barren waste into fertile 
fields (Hallam, Middle Ages^ III, 361, note). Indeed, it is hardly too much to 
say that we are indebted to the genius of this great and good man for the foun- 
dation of our modern civilization ; and the Benedictines as a missionary, a 
civilizing and an educational body, are without rivals until the rise of the 
Society of Jesus. 

Just before Benedict's death, his sister Scholastica established a convent for 
women upon the same principles, and the rules of all other orders of monks^ of 
the western church are only modifications of that of St. Benedict. 

After his death his disciples spread themselves abroad and founded monasteries 
of his name and rule in different countries. The order was introduced into 
England by Gregory the great who sent Augustine and a company of monks to 
act as missionaries to the Ijeathen English. Some years afterwards another 
Benedict, the famous north country man who was for some time abbot of the 
monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul at Canterbury, introduced the rule of his 
greater namesake at Wearmouth and Jarrow, and thereby the Benedictine 
principle of labour found an illustrious exemplification in the precious writings 
of the Venerable Bede. The chief houses of the order in Durham and North- 

6 The Cistercian order is represented at Newminster. The Glnniacs had no house within 
easy reach of Newcastle. The Carthusians were settled at Mount Grace, and as their plan of 
building was different from the typical Benedictine model, consisting of a peculiar arrangement 
of ceils round a large courtyard, intending visitors should read some 8i>eoial account before- 
hand. 
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umberland were — Durham itself, with its dependencies, and Tynemouth, for 
men ; Neasham, Newcastle, and Lambley, for women. 

DuBHAM. In oar district the great church at Durham towered above all 
others, not only as the cathedral church of the diocese but also 
for its wealth and renown. It was founded by the guardians of the body of St. 
Cuthbert in 995. In 999 bishop Aldbune completed the building of a stone 
church in which the congregation of St. Cuthbert worshipped with their families 
until the establishment (1083) of the Benedictine order and the building (1093) 
of a grand church by bishop William of Saint Carilef (1081-1096). This 
arrangement continued until 1540, when the cathedral church was refounded 
by Henry VIII for a dean and twelve canons (see Dr. Greenwell, Transactions 
of the Durham Archaeological Society II, p. 163). The great abbey of Durham 
bad eight cells or dependent houses, Jarrow, Wearmouth and Finchale in 
Durham, Holy Island and Fame Island in Northumberland, Coldingham in 
Berwickshire, Lytham in Lancashire, and Stamford in Lincolnshire, besides 
Durham college in Oxford. 

Wearmouth and Jabbow. Wearmouth had been founded in 674 and 
Jarrow in 681 by Benedict Biscop and his 
friend Ceolfrid. In or about 794 both monasteries were 'ravaged by the Danes 
and passed into oblivion for some 250 years. The ruins of the two monasteries 
were granted to Aldwin and a party of Benedictine monks by bishop Walcher, 
but his successor removed the moiis, twenty- three in number, to Durham, and 
Wearmouth and Jarrow became cells with a master and two or three companions. 
See Boyle, Arch. Ael. X, 195 (Jarrow) ; XI, 33 (Monkwearmouth) ; also 
J. Baine, 29 Sur. Soc. (Jarrow and Wearmouth). 

Finchale. Finchale was a dependent priory of Durham. St. Godric 
established himself here as a hermit in 1110. When be died 
in 1170 he left his inheritance to the prior and convent of Durham to whom it 
was confirmed by bishop Flambard. Bishop Pudsey granted a charter for a cell 
at Finchale in 1180, but it does not seem to have been carried into effect until 
1196, when Henry, the bishop's son, founded a priory for Benedictines, subor- 
dinate to the monastery at Durham. At the time of the dissolution (26 Henry 
YIII) it consisted of a prior and eight monks and its revenues were valued at 
£146 19s. 2d.* per annum. See Baine, Finchale Priory (6 Sur. Soc). 

Neasham. Besides the great abbey and its dependencies we find only one 
very small religious house within the bounds of the patrimony 
of St. Cuthbert, viz., the nunnery of St. Mary at Neasham, which followed the 
rule of St. Benedict. It was founded by a baron of Grey stoke about 1160 and 
when it was surrendered in 1540 it had eight members. Surtees's Durham III, 
268.'' Arch. Ael. XVI, 268. 

HoLi Island. In Northumberland, as at present defined, there were Saxon 
religious houses at Holy Island and Hexham. The former was 
the ' Mother church and uurcery of religion among the Bernicians,* and after the 
foundation of Durham abbey it was made a dependent priory of that house. In 
Saxon times it was the head-quarters of St. Aidan and the mission from lona, 
having been granted to them by king Oswald about 635. In 1082 Carilef 
conferred Lindisfarne on the abbey of Durham : and Holy Island with a large 
district of the mainland, being part of the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, was known 
as North Durham. Connected with Holy Island was a cell on one of the Fame 
Islands. 



6 Dugdale, £122 158. 8d. 
7 Surtees alBQ mentions a nimnery of St. Edmund at Gateshead, but in 11, 125, he shows 
that the property of a hospital there had been granted to the ' White Ladies ' of St. Bartholomew 
of Newcastle. Dugdale, Monastieon Anglieanum, also mentions Eggleston abbey in the 
bishoprick, but it is on the Yorkshire side of the Tees, and a Gilbertrne house at Oveton in 
Hertness, l>ut Surtees thinks that this also was in Yorkshire. 
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Tynemouth. Benedictine monks were also to be found at Tynemonth 
which was a dependent priory of St. Albans. It was 
founded in 1090 by Robert de Mowbray earl of Northumberland who, to spite 
the convent at Durham, put it umder the care of that of St. Albans. It was 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Oswin, and was surrendered iu 1539, the value 
being £897 10s. S^d. See Gibson's Tynemouth ; Proceedings III, 3. 

Amble. A cell at Amble was subordinate to Tynemouth. The remains are still 
to be seen in the grounds of the Boman Catholic presbytery there. 

|9«ttebi«tin« Itun* were established at St. Bartholomew's in Newcastle, 

at Lambley and at Holystone. 
Newcastle. St. Bartholomew's convent in Newcastle was founded by a 
baron of Hilton and afterwards refounded or largely endowed 
by Henry I or David, king of Scotland. It was suppressed in 1537 but refound- 
ed and finally suppressed in 1540, when it contained a prioress, an ex-prioress, 
and nine nuns. The convent is first mentioned in 1026. See Brand's History 
of Newcastle I, 205. 

LambleT. Lambley was founded about 1180 by Adam de Tindal and his 
wife Heloise. When it was suppressed it contained six inmates. 
The lands, etc., were purchased by Albany Fetberstonhaugh. See Brand 1,334. 
Holystone. The nunnery at Holystone was established by the Umfreville 
family. 

^i*ievcian* The Cistercian order was the most popular of the rules which 
sprang out of the bosom of the Benedictines. Founded in 
1098 by Robert de Molesme at Citeaux near Dijon, it owed much of its reputation 
to the fame of St. Bernard of Clairvaux. It emphasized the idea of labour, and 
the Cistercians were great farmers ; indeed it has been said that the order 
eventually became in some measure a trading company, but of course without 
any idea of dividend or of private profit. The habit of the monks 
was white and close fitting, a contrast to the black flowing robes of the Benedic- 
tines. They carried asceticism even into worship, their rule enjoining, for 
instance, chalices of silver instead of gold, and their crosses to be of wood. 
This order possessed many large abbeys in Yorkshire sucb as Fountains, 
Bievaux, Byland, Jervaux, Eirkistall and Meaux, etc., but its only house in 
Durham and Northumberland was that of 

Newminsteb, * the first daughter and as yet the only one of her mother,* 
of the holy church of Fountains, an offshoot from Fountains 
with buildings almost identical iu plan, founded in 1138 by Banulf de Merlay 
who brought hither a convent of eight monks under * a holy and religious man ' 
abbot Robert, and at the time of its suppression in 1535 inhabited by fifteen 
monks. See J. T. Fowler, The Newminster Ghartulary (66 Surtees Society) ; 
and Proceedings III, 110. 

i£,avvx9iiie cx l^l^ite $viavsk* The Carmelite or White Friars are 

usually classed with the Black and the 
Gray Friars, but they seem to have been, to all intents and purposes, monks. 
The order was founded by Berthold of Calabria on Mount Carmel in 1180. The 
rule is said to have been very ascetic, requiring long fasts and a vegetarian diet. 
The order, which never rose to any importance, was introdu^d into this district 
by William de Vesci who, while travelling in the Holy Land, found a Northum- 
brian named Fesborne among the friars on Mount Carmel, and induced him to 
return to England on a promise to found a similar house there. This promise 
he fulfilled in 1240 by the foundation of 

Hulne Abbey. See Tate's Alnwick ; F. R. Wilson, Proceedings III, 88 ; and 
Hartshorne, Journal of Archaeological Institute (Newcastle 
vol). Afterwards the Carmelites had also a house in Newcastle, situated first on 
the Wall Knoll but afterwards, in 1307, removed to the castle precincts by a grant 
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of king Edward I of the hotiBe formerly beloDging to the Friars of the Sac. There 
is a curious case of breach of sanctuary in connection with this house recorded in 
the Registrum Palatinum Dunelmense., 1. 252, 314, 316, 671 . See W. H. Knowles, 
Archaeologia Aeliana^ XIII. 346 ; Welford's Newcastle dt Gateshead I, 26. 

^anon»* 3^U0U«tinicm* The most popular order of Canons regular 

was the Augustinian order, founded pro- 
bably at Avignon about 1161 in imitation of St. Augustine's community at 
Hippo. It was a compromise between severity of monastic life and the easier 
existence of secular clerics. It was nearer to the old system of secular 
canons than any other profession. It involved indeed a transition from 
the world, but no startling transition such as Benedict demanded. They 
were in the world yet out of it. If in one sense they were a mean 
between the monks and the secular canons, in another they were a mean 
between the monks and the preaching friars, the active exercise of their 
clerical profession being joined with retirement for worship and meditation. 
The habit was a long black cassock with a white rochet over it, and over that 
a black cloak and hood, and whereas the monks were always shaven, the canons 
wore beards and caps on their heads. The order is said to have been introduced 
into England by Ethelwolf, confessor to Henry I, aud they possessed a large 
number^ of abbeys throughout England, two of the best known being Bolton in 
Yorkshire and Leicester where cardinal Wolsey died. Eirkham abbey and 
Nostell priory, both in Yorkshire, had cells in Northumberland. NosteU was, 
up to 1339, the mother house of the order in England. Augustinian canons 
were settled at Hexham, Brinkbum, Bamburgh, Oarham, and also at Lanercost 
and Carlisle, Carlisle^ being the only English cathedral in their possession. 

Hexham. A religious community was first established at Hexham by 
Wilfrid about 674 on land given by Ethelreda wife of king 
Egfrith, and there were various subsequent arrangements, but the abbey «s we 
know it best may be said to have been founded by Thomas II and Thurstan, 
archbishops of York about 1114, when Asketill came from Huntingdon as prior 
to rule over a convent of Augustinian canons. See Baine's Preface to the 
Black Book of Hexham (44 and 46 Surtees Society) ; Proceedings III, 69 ; 
Transactions of the Durham Archaeological Society, I, 19 ; Hodge's Hexham 
Abbey. 

OviNQHAM. Hexham had a cell at Ovingham for three canons and a vicar, 
founded 1378, and canons must have lived at Stamfordham and 
Warden where the churches belonged to and were served by the Hexham 
canons. The convent was suppressed in 1636 when there were * zx brethren,' 
value £209 14s. 6d. 

Brinkbubn was founded during the reign of Henry I for the use of twelve 
black canons by William Bertram second baron of Mitford. 
It was suppressed in 1636. and its annual value at that that time was £68 19s. Id. 
according to Dugdale (£77 Speed) when there were ten inmates. See Brink- 
bum Ghartulary (90 Surtees Society) ; Archaeologia Aeliana II, O.S., 214 ; 
Proceedings II, 276, & V, 85 ; Transactions of the Durham Archaeological 
Society I, 103 ; Journal of Archaeological Institute, 1862. 

Lanebcost, just outside the two counties, was founded and endowed by 
Robert de Yallibus, baron of Gillesland, about 1191. At the 
suppression it was valued at £77 7s. lid. per annum. See Archaeologia 
Aeliana IV, 146-162 ; C. J. Ferguson, Proceedings II, 219 ; Cumberland and 
Westmorland Antiquarian Society's Transactions I, 96 ; XII, 312 ; and XVII, 
113. 

8 Dugdale gives particulars of 166 houses in En^and, Baine says at least 200 before 
1260. 

9 Gilbert de Crosby, prior of Carlisle, took an oath of obedience to bishop Anthony Bek 
(Reg. Pal. Dun. I, 605) in consideration of this house being endowed with the rectories of 
Newcastle and Newbum. 
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Bambobough is traditionally the site of an Anglo-Saxon monastery, bnt 
definite history only knows it as a cell subsidiary to Nostell, 
under its own master and constitution. See New History of Northutiiberland 
I, 73 ; Proceedings, I. 66 ; III. 393 ; and VI. 188. 

Cabham was a cell of Kirkham in Torkshire, founded by Walter Espec with 
the consent of Maud, wife of Henry I. 

'pvttn0tt*ivai9n*ian» The Premonstratensian order of canons was 
founded by Norbert, archbishop of Magdeburg, 
in 1120, as a reformation of the Augustinicui order, with a somewhat 
stricter rule. The name is derived from ' premonstratus * pointed out % 
because the site of the first house and mother church of the order was pointed 
out by the Blessed Virgin who also gave and appointed them their white 
habit. The order spread rapidly, and a house was established at Alnwick 
in 1147, and at Blanchland in 1166. The canons wore white cassocks, long 
white robes or cloaks, and white hats, and hence were called * white ' canons. 
An account of this order is given in Archaeologia Aeliana XVI, 299, 
(' Blanchland', by Bev. A. Johnson.) 

Almwick abbey was founded in 1147 by. Eustace fitz John in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary for canons regular of the Premonstraten- 
sian order. It was colonized from the mother house of the order in England, 
Newhouse in Lincolnshire. It was suppressed in 1636, refounded by the king 
in the following year, surrendered December 22nd, 1439, by the abbot and 
thirteen canons, and finally suppressed. See W. H. St. John Hope, Arch. Ael. 
XIII, 1; F. R. Wilson, Proceedings III, 86, ; Hartshorne, Journal of Archaeo- 
logical Institute. 

Blanchland. The abbey of Blanchland was founded in 1166 by Walter 
de Bolbeck for twelve canons. The present village is 
remarkable as showing the dwellings of the dependents of the abbey almost 
unaltered in outward appearance. At the time of the dissolution the number of 
brethren was fourteen, and the annual revenue between £40 and £46. See 
Archaeologia Aeliana XVI, 296. 

(&iibeviin9»* This order was founded by Gilbert of Sempringham in the reign 
of Henry I, and included in one house nuns who followed the 
rule of St. Benedict and canons who were practically Augustinians. Gilbert was a 
man of exemplary piety, and seven ladies placed themselves as nuns under his 
spiritual care. For their service he appointed lay sisters and lay brothers, and 
finally clerks to undertake the care of the government of the whole. The canons 
and nuns had separate buildings but shared the same chiurch which was divided 
by a wall running east and west. 

OvEToN. Dugdale says that the canons of Sempringham had a small house 
at Oveton in Hertness in the bishopric of Durham, founded and 
endowed by Alan de Wiltone, and confirmed by king John anno suo 6, valued 
at £11 2s. 8d. per annum at the suppression. Surtees, however, concludes that 
Dugdale mistook Owton in Hertness for Owton in Yorkshire, by the side of the 
Tees opposite to Neasham. 

^ni0^0 ^0»piiaii9V»* The society of the Knights Hospitallers of S. John 
of Jerusalem was originally founded by a devout 
man named Conrad (or Gerard) to succour sick and infirm pilgrims at Jerusalem. 
The rule drawn up by friar Raymond de Pay, and confirmed by popes Innocent 
II and Boniface, consists of twenty-nine articles, among which it is provided 
• that every brother at his admission to the service of the poor here is to profess 
chastity and obedience and to live without property, that the mfirm at their first 
reception into the hospital shall be confest and communicate and then carried 
to bed and there served and tended as masters and lords of the house, that all 
the brothers shall wear a cross on their upper garments,' &c. Their chief house 
in England was near Clerkenwell in Middlesex. They had a small house at 
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Ohibbubn in Northumberland, founded by a Widdrington or a fitzWilliam 
which is mentioned in an Inquisition of 1313 to be made respect- 
ing goods of Hospitallers valued at 10 li a year on average {Reg, Pal. Dun. I» 
388). Arch. Ael. V, 123. See also Parker's Medieval Domestic Architecture^ 
vol. II, p. 197. 

^ni0^« ^empiavi^* In 1118 certain religious knights engaged them- 
selves in the service of Christ and undertook to 
live after the manner of Canons Begular. Their chief profession was to guard 
the roads from thieves for the safety of pilgrims. Their habit was white with a 
red cross. Their original habitation adjoined the temple at Jerusalem and 
hence they received the names of Knights Templars. In 1240 the church 
belonging to these knights * at a place called the new Temple in London * was 
dedicated. It was built upon land graiited to them by Henry II, but they had 
then held from the time of Henry I lands, <fec., in Euglaod. The order was 
suppressed in 1312 on account of certain scandals that had or were reputed to 
have arisen within it, and all lands, houses, &c., belonging to it transferred to 
the Knights Hospitallers. 

The Templars had lands and a house at Temple Thornton and at Healey. 
See Proceedings YI, 212 (J. C. Hodgson quoting * The Knights Hospitallers in 
^England,' 65 Camden Society, page 133). 

©vinitttrittn* ov I^Siainvint*^ The order of the Holy Trinity for the 

Redemption of Captives was founded 
in 1197, and the distinguishing point of their rule was that one-third of all their 
revenues was to bo devoted to the redemption of captives from the Saracens. 
Their garments were of woollen cloth and white, and they wore a large cross 
on their habit from which they obtained the name of the Crutched Friars. The 
head of each house was styled the minister. 

Newcastle. They had a house at the Wall Kuoll in Newcastle, given to 
them on the Wednesday before Pentecost, 1360, by William 
de Acton who dedicated their new house to St. Michael. From its elevated 
position it soon became known as the monastery of St. Michael on the mount, 
and was so known until the suppression. In the local records the Trinitarians 
are always called the ' monks of St. Michael.' Thomas Wade surrendered it on 
10th January, 1539, when there were no brethren. See Welford's Newcastle 
and Gateshead I, 158. Bourne suggests that there is some confrision between 
the Trinitarian Friars and the Trinity House, but he is evidently mistaken as 
the Guild of the Masters and Mariners of the Trinity House in the Broad Chare 
has always been a purely marine establishment. 

$viav»* Mendicant or preaching Friars of the various orders could not fail 
to find a home in an important town like Newcastle. The 
Carmelite or White Friars seem to be more naturally classed with the monks. 
The Trinitarians or Crutched Friars seem to be more akin to the Canous and 
Knights and have been mentioned in that category. There remain, therefore, 
the Dominican or Black Friars, the Franciscan or Grey Friars or Minorites, 
and the Austin Friars. The institution of the Friars was based on a totally 
different idea from that of Monasticism, viz., active self-devotion to the spiritual 
welfare of men. Two men, Dominic Guzman a Canon of Osma in Spain, and 
Francis of Assisi in Italy, were, about 1205, moved to active effort for the benefit 
of their fellow creatures, and each founded an order of preachers, each borrowing 
from the other certain ideas, but each marking his society with the impress of 
his own mind. 

Dominic had occasion to accompany his bishop on a journey which brought 
him into contact with the Albigenses, and the idea occurred to him of the use- 
fulness of a society of itinerating preachers to give instruction and to deal with 

10 See p. 379. 
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all forms of unbelief, and it has always been a characteristic of this society to 
train the members skilfolly and thoroughly in the art of preaching and in 
systematic theology. 

Francis was impressed by the miseries of the poor and especially of the lepers, 
and his idea was to estabUsh a society of men who shoald share the hardships 
of the poor, and so by sympathy gain their hearts and alleviate their hardships. 
He, therefore, made a great point of his followers ' possessing nothing \ This 
work among the sick and poor drew them to the study of the physical sciences, 
while their success as preachers also necessitated the study of theology, and 
thus they came to take a very important position in the great seats of learning. 

^ctninican** The Dominican order was introduced into England in 
1217 when a settlement was made at Oxford. The habit 
was a white cassock and hood with a black cloak and hood. In Newcastle they 
were known as Shod Friars in contradistinction to the Franciscans. They had 
a house in Low Friar street, Newcastle, in or before 1264, and another at 
Bamborough before 1265. They had also a house at Berwick. See Brandos 
Newcastle I, 122. 

$vanti0ean0* The Franciscan Friars first landed in England in 1221 
and at once made their way to London, Oxford, and other 
populous towns of the day, especially seeking out the leper houses in each place. 
In 1258 a general chapter of the order was held under Bonaventura at Narbonne 
when England was returned as having been divided into seven custodies : — 
London, York, Cambridge, Bristol, Oxford, Newcastle and Worcester. 
Bonaventura addressed to the brethren a letter which gives a sorry picture of 
their condition at this early date, and the order rapidly fell into disrepute 
through the evil courses of some members of the society, although the majority 
of the Friars Minors continued to do much good work. 

According to Brand ( I, 332 ) their house in Newcastle was in High Friar 
Chare near the Pilgrim Street Gate. It wae founded by the Carliols, wealthy 
Newcastle merchants of the time of Henry III. The custody of Newcastle 
contained nine houses including one at Hartlepool and another at Berwick. 
The Newcastle house was surrendered on January 9th, 1539, by John Crayforth, 
prior, when there were eight friars and two novices. The famous Duns Scotus, 
otherwise John Duns, is said to have received part of his education in the 
monastery of the Grey Friars in Newcastle. ' He wrote many learned books on 
theology, so many indeed and so learned that one man is hardly able to read 
them and no one man to understand them.' His works were pobUshed at Lyons 
in 1636 in twelve folio volumes. He died in 1308 at Cologne at the early age 
of thirty-four. 

^n*Hn $viav»* The Austin Friars were introduced into England in 
1250, and their Newcastle house at the Mauors was 
founded by Robert de Ros. Andrew Kel, prior, with seven brethren and three 
novices, surrendered the house on January 9th, 1539. See Brand's History of 
Newcastle I, 347. One tower of their extensive establishment still remains. 

$viavsk of ikje or of the penance of Jesus, an order commeuced at 

Provence in 1245 by an expelled novice of another order, had a house in 
Newcastle in 1263, but it eventually became the property of the White Friars. 
See Brand's History of Newcastle I, 58 ; Knowles, Arch. Ael. XIII, 346. 

BeligiouB communities have been classified in this paper according to the 
idea which their founders put before themselves, and it may be, therefore, con- 
venient to state here what was the leading idea which led to the foundation of 
the original order of each main class. 
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lIKlanfoft and Itun* souKht entire seclusion from the world. They trace 
their lineage as communities up to the hermits of the 
Nile desert, some of whom St. Anthony organized into a society in the first half 
of the fourth century. The first written code for the regulation of these 
communities was drawn up by Pachomius, a disciple of St. Aothony. From the 
Nile desert the institution spread throughout Christendom and is first represent- 
ed in our district by the monks from lona, established in Northumbria under 
St. Aidan. 

ifi^anoM* The orders of Canons developed from another idea. St. Aupfustine 
arranged that the clergy of Hippo should live with him and 
share his table, and for the regulation of the society thus formed he copied 
certain monastic observances. This system was adopted elsewhere as for 
instance in 760 by bishop Chrodegang at Metz. It seems to have flourished 
especially in France, where church organization was much centralized, and it 
was necessary for the bishop to have at hand a staff of clerks to carry on the 
business of the diocese. These clerks naturally had their seats or stalls in the 
same church as their bishop. In course of time the chief financial clerk, 
designated the archdeacon, became a v^ry important diocesan official ; and the 
others simply dignitaries of the cathedral or other church to which they were 
attached, the common life being more or less disused. These cathedral clerks 
became known as secular canons ; and communities of canons which adhered to 
definite rules or adopted a common rule were known as canons regular. Canons 
were therefore of necessity priests, while monks were originallyii laymen and only 
in medieval times did it become customary to admit all the community to holy 
orders. In practice there was probably not much difference between a com- 
munity of Benedictine monks and one of Aiigustinian canons, but still as we 
look at Landseer's picture of ' Bolton Abbey in the Olden Time it is well to 
remember that the inmates were not monks pledged to austerity but priests 
living together imder certain definite rales. 

^ni0l|t« were laymen, corresponding in some measure to the canon&y 
inasmuch as they joined the observance of a religious rule and 
community life to active work, namely that in connection with the fcontest 
about the Holy Land. 

$viav»* The friars were essentially itinerant preachers. 

Besides the religious communities already mentioned there were several 
hospitals (for lepers and others), end in * the bishoprick ' several collegiate 
churches which perhaps may be included in this account, although not in the 
strict sense of the term religious communities. 

Hospitals existed at Greatham, Kepier, Sherburn and Gateshead, in Durham ; 
at Newcastle (St. Mary the Virgin, St. Mary Magdalene, St. James, and St! 
Catharine), Tyneraouth, Hexham, Bolton, Alnwick and Bamborough, in North- 
umberland. Greatham, Sherburn, Newcastle (St. Catharine), Hexham and 
Bolton seem to have been connected with the order of Augustinian canons. 

Greatham was founded by Kobert Stichil, Bishop of Durham in 1262, for 
a master, five presbyters, two clerks and forty poor persons. It 
escaped the hands of Henry VIII, and being refounded in 1610 exists to the 
present day. 

Kepier (St. Giles) was founded in 1112 by Ralph Flambard, bishop of 
Durham. In 1568 the hospital with all its possessions was granted 
to Sir W. Paget. With a portion of its estate a later owner, John Heath, 
endowed Houghton-le- Spring grammar school. 

Sherburn was founded by Hugh Pudsey who placed there leprous people 
collected from all parts of his diocese, endowing it with lands and 

11 Originally the monks were very jealous about their lay character, but for convenience 
the abbot was often admitted to priest's orders and then others to act in the abbot's absence. 
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chnrehes. There were three priests and four attendant clerks. This great 
hospital still exists and continues to do good work among the sick and infirm 
poor of the bishopric. 

Gateshead. St. Edmond, with the chantry of the Holy Trinity annexed^ 
was transferred to the White Ladies of Newcastle in 1448. 

Further particulars about these hospitals may be found in Surtees's History 
of Durham, 

Newcastle. The hospital of St. Catharine or Maison Dieu was founded 
by the great Roger Thornton in 1404 for certain poor 
persons who are to be provided with food and clothing and are to pray daily for 
Boger Thornton and others. The site is now occupied by a portion of the 
Guildhall. See Welford's Newcastle db Gateshead I, p. 235. 

The hospital of St. Mary the Virgin originally stood near St. Bartholomew's 
nunnery in what is now cidled Pilgrim street. It existed in the reign of Henry I, 
and in that of Henry II was removed to the West Spital, i,e, opposite St. John's 
ehurch. 

The hospital of St. Mary Magdalene for lepers was also founded in the reign 
of Henry I for a master, brethren, and three sisters. It was situated at the 
Barras Bridge, and in 1611 the chapel of St. Thomas-a-Bbcket on the Tyne 
Bridge was annexed to it by charter. Welford, Newcastle I, 184, mentions St. 
Mary Magdalene chapel. 

St. James hospital stood on the Mher side of the Barras bridge. It was in 
the care of the order of St. Lazarus. 

Tynemouth & Hexham Tynemouth (St. Leonard) and Hexham (St. Giles) 
seem to have been ac^uncts to the conventual 
establishments at those places. 

Alnwick is fully described in Tate's History, 

Bolton (St. Lazarus) was founded by Robert de Ros for three brothers 
and chaplains and thirteen leprous men and certain lay brothers. 
The founder constituted the abbot of Rievall and the prior of Eirkham jointly 
to be the principal wardens or governors of the hospital. See Berwickshire 
Naturalists' Club Proceedings for 1894. ' 

Bambobouoh hospital ( St. Mary Magdalene ) was for lepers, and the 
establishment consisted of a master and brethren connected 
with but not subject to the neighbouring cell of Augustinian canons. The 
earliest mention of it is in the Assize Boll of 1256. See the New County History 
of Northumberland^ vol. I, page 134. 

iB^aiUdiaie tS^lpxvclije* existed at Norton, Darlington, Auckland, 
Lanchester, Chester-le- Street, Staindrop and 
Barnard Oastle, but the canons or prebendaries can hardly be said to have 
formed religious communities inasmuch as the majority of them were non- 
resident. Particulars of these foundations are given in Surtees's Durham, and 
may be smnmarized thus : — 

Norton and Darlington were made collegiate to receive the. disestablished 
secular canons trom Durham. In 1227, and at the dissolution, Norton had 
eight prebendaries. 

Darlington was refounded in 1083 by Hugh Pudsey who fixed the establish- 
ment at a dean and four prebendaries — Darlington, Blackwell, Newton and 
Cockerton. 

Lanchester 1283, Chester-le- Street 1286, and Auckland^^ i292, were founded 
by bishop Anthony Bek, each having one dean and seven prebendaries, the 
dean to be continually resident and to have the cure of souls. 

Staindrop was founded by Ralph de Nevill for one master and certain other 
chaplains and certain poor gentlemen and other poor people. 

Barnard Castle in 1478 by Richard duke of Gloucester for one dean and 
twelve chaplains, ten clerks, and six chorists. 

la See thia vol. p. 212. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP THE 

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUAEIES 

OF NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 



Vol. VI. 1894. No. 32. 



The usual monthly meeting of the society was held in the library of the Oastle, 
Newcastle, on Wednesday the 19th day of December, 1894, at seven o'clock in 
the evening, Mr. George Irving being in the chair. 

Several accounts recommended by the Council for payment were ordered to 
be paid. 

Mr. Blair ( one of the secretaries ) announced that Col. von Oohausen of 
Wiesbaden, an honorary member of the society and author of the RdmUcJie 
Grenzwall in DeuUchland, an important work on the PfahlgraheUy had died 
at Wiesbaden on the 2nd day of December, 1894, in the 83rd year of his age. 

Mr. Joseph Oswald of 33 Mosley Street, Newcastle, was proposed as an 
ordinary member of the society and declared duly elected. 

The following new books, etc., were placed on the table : — 

Presents, for which the thanks of the members were voted : 

From Mr. R. Duncombe Jewell, the editor : — ♦ The Royalist vol. v, No. 9. 
From Professor Zangemeister, hon. member : — »Limesblatt», No. 12. 8vo. 
Exchanges — 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, U.S.A. : — 'Annual Reports of 

the Board of Regents ' for years ending June, 1891, and June, 1892. (Reports of the 

National Museum) 2 vols., cL, 8yo. Washington, 1892-98. 
From the Numismatic Society of London : — • The Numismatic Chronicle 8 ser. 

No. 66 ; 1894, pt. m, plates, 8yo. 
From the Royal Irish Academy : — < Transactions vol. zzx, pts. znx and xiv. Aug. 

and Oct., 1894 ; 4to. Ddblin. 1894. 

Purchases — 

< Mittheilungen vol. nc, pts. 2 and 8 ; 8vo., plates, Rome, 1894 ; and * The Antiquary 
for December, 1894. 

Exhibited : — 

By Mr. J. H. Rutherford :— A watch, jewelled, of between 1760 and 1780, 
of French manufacture. * Ch le Roy k Paris ' on the face. 

The secretary (Mr. Blair) reported that the two bone harpoons described in 
these Proceedings (p. 263), said in Chancellor Ferguson's letter of Oct. 29, 1894, 
to have been found at Grosby*on-£den, are declared by the British Museum 
authorities to be examples from Terra del Fuego. How they were lost and 
buriel at Crosby-on-Eden it is a puzzle to say. He also announced that several 
small objects had been discovered at Chesters, including a bone comb, the 
potters' names mauti m, /vs, /nuni, titvri m, [se] cvnd/, on plain Samian ware, 
/cisi in relief on embossed Samian ware, seavv,/ ivli and avavs (letters tied) on 
mortaria, and /ndi scratched on a fragment of Samian ware. 
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The secretary read the following extract from a carious article on 'the 
Germans and Classical Archaeology * in the * Architect * of NoYember;90tb, 
1894, p. 342 :— 

Within the last year or two we have had in England an example of how 
that can be accomplished [ to convince authorities of the superiority of the 
Germans] . The inquiry about the Roman Wall in the north of England and 
Scotland may be s lid to have been conducted by two military archaeologists from 
Germany. The local archaeologists, who were most familiar with the remains 
of the old defence, could not help concluding that their knowledge was of a 
partial kind when compared with that of the visitors, who might easily be 
imagined to have been engaged in the Roman war department under Hadrian, 
and to understand what differentiated the British line of defence from those 
in other parts of the empire. If a question arose about repaiaing a part of 
the Wall in Westmorland, the County Council would probably consider it an 
advantage to have the benefit of the advice of the German officers." 

The secretary stated that so far from General von Sarwey, the only German 
antiquary who visited the Wall last summer so far as he was aware, coming 
to give local archaeologists his advice, his visit was purely to compare the 
works in Britain with the Limes in Germany, now being surveyed and excavated 
by a Commission under the auspices of the German Governments. Of this. 
General von Sarwey is the military director. He also said, so far as be 
knew, there was no * Roman Wall ' in Westmorland, and besides if there were 
the County Council could have no control over it, as it would be private property. 



Extracts from Leland's Itinerary (8rd ed., Oxford, 1769; vol. VII, p. 66, relat- 
ing to woods in Northumberland (continued from p. 264) : — 

In Northumbarland, as I heare say, be no Forests excepte Chivet Hills, 
where is muche Brushe Wood, and sum Okke, Grownd ovar growne with Lingc, 
and some with Mosse. I have hard say that Chivet Hilles stretchethe xx. 
Miles. There is greate Plenty of redd Dere and Roo Bukkes. 

The Forest of Loughes is in Tindale on the West Syde of Northe Tyne, even 
betwyxt the Tynnes Armes. 

Betwixt New Castle and Tyne Mouthe litle Wood. 

Betwixte New Castle and Morpethe litle Wood Grownd. 

Bytwyxt Morpethe and Alenewik good Plenty of Wood in certayne Places and 
many Parks, xii. Miles betwixt New Castle and Morpethe. xii. longe Miles 
betwene Morpethe and Alnwike. xx. to Berwike. so from New Castle to 
Berwike. Betwixt Alenwike and Berwike litle Plenty of Wood. 

From New Castle to Hexham a xiiii. Miles, and that way litle Wood excepte at 
few Places. 

There they reken not Hexham in Tindale, but as a Liberty by it selfe. It is 
the Market of Southe Tindale. 

The Libertye of Hexham stretchitlie a x. Miles Southe West one way. 
In Bamborowshire, Parte of Northumbarland, is litle or no Wood. 
In Ridesdale no Plenty of Wood. 

In Glindale here and Uiere Wood, and Cbiveot servithe them well ; but the 
great Wood of Cbiveot is spoylyd now, and crokyd old Trees and Schrubs 
remayne. 

From Riddenbom alonge Twed to Barwike almoste no Wood. They burne 
Se Cole that be dyggyd at Morton a Utle Village in Glyndal a 2. Mile from 
Berwike. 

GlindaU goethe a longe on Twede fro Rodenbum to Twede Mouth standinge 
in Glendale. 
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Halj Eylftndshire conteyneth all alonge the Shore from Agorston to Beele, 
and so alonge to Bamborow. 

From the same, vol. YIII, pt. ii, p. 7, relating to Newcastle : — 
A strongs wardyd Gate at Geteshed. 

Tyne Bridge hathe 10. Arches and a stronge Warde *and Towre on it. 
A Gate at the Bridge Ende. 

Then tominge on the right Honde to the a Chapell of the Towne . withe 
with a Maeaun Bieu. 

Then a certen Houses with a Watar Gate sqware Haull Place for the Towne, 
and a Ghapelle there, as I remembar. 

Then a mayne stronge Wanll on the Haven Side to Sandgate to Tinmonthe 
way. 

Then 3. Towers to Pandon Gate. 

There harde by dothe .... Deene Watar dryre a Mille, and passithe thrwghe 
the .... on this Watar there by is a litle archid Bridge. 

And about this Quartar stoode the Howse of the Friers ordinis S. Trinitatis. 
From Pandon Gate to Pitgrime Gate 16. Towres. 
Thens to Newgate 8. 

The Observant Frires Howse stode by Pandon Gate. It was a very fayre 
thinge. 

And lower in the same Strete, but on the contrary Syde a litle with a Lane, 
was the House of the Aug^istine Freires. 

From Newgate to Westgate a mightye stronge thinge of 4 Wardes, and an 
Yron Gate 13. Towres. 

The faire Place of Blake Freres stode bytwixt Newgate and Westgate. 

The Nunnes Dene havinge 2. Bridges resortithe towards Pilgrime Gate, and 
so downe ward to Tine. 

The Watar of boothe the Denes cummithe from the Cole Pitts at Gowhil or 
Cowmore halfe a Mile owt of New Castelle. 

Ther is a Parke wanllid and a Lodge witheout the Blak Freres and the 
Towne Waulle. 

From Westgate to Tine side 16. parte almoste round, parte sqware. There 

I saw the Hospitall of S and then the White Freres, whos Garth cam 

almoste to Tine syde. 

Ther be 3. Hedds of Gonduiths for fresch Watar to the Toun. 

p. 23. There was a Howse at Barwike ordinis S. Trinitatis; but Antony Beke, 
Bysshope of Duresme, destroyid it, and then one William Wakefilde Mastar of 
the Howse in Barwike at the defacinge of it cam to New Castelle, and by the 
Aide of Gul. Acton* and Laurence Acton Bretheme, bothe Marchaunts of New 
Castell, buildid within the Towne of New Castell a Howse of the Religion 
S. Trinitatis, where Wakefeld hymself was first Master. 

The following relate to the Percyt : — 

Ther was in the olde Bowie set the Name of Agelnoun with one of the first 
Percys. 

Gysbirtus Tisoun fundator monasteriorum de Malton & Walton fnit dominus 
de AInewik & Malton. This Tisoun gave the Lordshipe of Walton to a Nece 
of his. Gul. filius Gisbirghti interfectus in bello inter Haroldum & Gnli. reges. 

Surely, as far as I can perceyve, the Veseys Heires to Tison were Foundars 
of Wolton and Malton, and not Tisoun himselfe. 

And Richard's Heires Males in tyme decayng cam by a Doughtar Bona 
Tisoun to Gul. Hilton. Gul. Percy 3. fundator de Hanke. Ther was notyd 
in the old Rolle apon the Name of Jocelunis de Lovain, Sonne to the Duke of 
Brabant, how that at such tyme as he shuld marry the Heyre of the Percy, 
that he shuld ethar take the Name of Percy, or els Percys Armes witheont 



* See p. 278. 
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Addition of the Armes of Brabant ; whereapon he toke the Name of P^rcy, and 
l^ept in his Armes the blew Lyon the Armes of Brabant. 

Percy cam by the Lucys Land by meane of an Heire Generall of the Lucis 
that he maried, and she havynge no Children by hym, and dyenge afore hym 
made hym his Sole Heire by Dede or mere Gifte. 



The following query appears in Notes Queries, of the 22nd December, 
1894, p. 487 

" Date of Bbicks. — I lately opened a hut circle on the. moor here. It was by 
the side of a small bum ; and about a huildred yards below and to the east, 
on the same bum, are two heaps of slag, now nearly grown oyer with grass, tlid 
results of some early iron-smelting operations. ' These heaps of slag are not 
uncommon in this neighbourhood, and have given tbe name of * smyt^y ' bum 
to some of the bums by which they are nearly always situated. In a iKiundary 
dispute of 1 290, set out in the Exchequer BoUs, at the Becord Office, that name 
is given to a bum in this part ; and in the Newminster Cartulary , published 
by the Surtees Society, reference is made to a place about two miles from here 
^as * ubi forge fuit.* I thought that this hut might very ^probably have been oc- 
cupied by those who smelted the iron. The entrance to the but had been 
roughly paved with coarse bricks, 8 in. by 4 in. by 2 in. in size, and I also 
found one in situ in the inside of the hut, by which I concluded that probably 
the hut may have been paved throughout with them. My object in writing to 
you is to ascertain whether bricks of the size mentioned were made at an early 
date. When these were bared, I at once thought that the hut must have been 
built at a much later date than the slag heaps might lead one to suppose. 

Lougwitton, Northumberland. 0. H. Sp. P." 



The following relating to Gainford has been printed from a document in the 
possession of Mr. Balph Nelson of Bishop Auckland : — 

** A Complaint of the vicar of Gainford humbly offered to ye Bight 
Beverend Edward Low, Bishop of Durham, 

Sheweth 

That in ye town of Piercebridge^ part of Gainford parish, there are several 
Papists, who are wont to be marryed by a Popish priest without Banns or Licenrte. 

That Francis Jakes a poor man of ye said town was lately seduced to ye 
Bom. Catholic Beligion probably by some of ye family at Clift^ ye seat of a 
Bom. Catholic gentleman, near Piercebridge in Yorkshir. 

That ye said Jakes sends two of his children to Clift to be brought up Papists, 
on cousideration (as ye report is) of their being taught to read & write Gratis. 

That when a Papist of ye said town chances to Marry a Protestant the Papist 
for the most part causes ye children to be baptized by a Popish priest, & to 
be brought up in his own religion. The vicar of Gainford to prevent ye mischief 
last mentioned, has several times required ye partys to observe this Bule viz. 
that ye boys should follow ye religion of the father, <fe ye girls that of y« 
mother, but ye Papists will not keep to ye said Bule, whereof Adam Musgratia 
a smith of ye said town is a late instance. He marryed a Protestant, <fe had 
a girl bom in April last, whom He presently caused to be baptized by a Popish 
priest, the vicar hearing it required ye said Musgrave to bring ye child to our 
church to be admitted in our congregation, & to permit ye said child to be 
brought up a Protestant, pursuant tp ye Bule given Him at his marriage, bat ye 
said Musgrave refuses to comply. 

Your Lordship is humbly requested to advise <fe direct ye vicar how to 
restrain ye aforesaid practices tending to increase ye Popish party in 
Piercebridge. James Mailed *' [vicar of Gainford, 1721-1747] . 

"Gainford, 25th Aug. 1736." 
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